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One  Hfundred  mid  TwenHeth  Annual  Sessions. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States^ 
convened  in  the  First  Reformed  Church,  York,  York  County,  Penn* 
sylvania,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six.  The  sessions  continued  from  the 
evening  of  the  seventeenth  to  the  evening  of  the  twenty -fifih  day  of  the 
month,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  sessions  were  opened  with  singing  and  prayer,  by  the  President, 
the  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  prior  to  which  he  preached  a  ser- 
mon from  2  Corinthians  6,  20: — ^^Xow  then  v>e  are  ambassadors  for 
Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us;  we  pray  you,  in  Christ's 
stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God" 


ARTICLE  II. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT.   ' 

I.    FROM   TBE  CLA8SI8   OF   EAST   PENNSYLVANIA. 

Rev.  John  Beck,  Cyrus  J.  Becker,  Isaac  K.  Loos.^ 
Eld^r.  Hon.  Joseph  Laubach. 

II.    FROM   THE   CLA88I8   OF    LEBANON. 

Rev.  George  Wolff,  WiMiam  Rupp,*  Franklin  W.  Kremer,»  William 
A.  Good,*  and  T.  Calvin  Lcinbach,' 


I  Obtained  learc  of  absence  on  the  eroulng  of  the  seTenth  daj  of  leeaions. 

*Took  hit  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  second,  and  waa  sacceoded  by  the  Rev.  Bei^amin  Baii»> 
niAn  on  the  afternoon  of  the  flftk  day  of  the  sosslons. 

3  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessiona. 

4 Took  hb  seat  on  tke  afternoon  of  the  third,  and  was  succeeded  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth 
by  the  Rev.  Aaron  S.  Lelnbach,  who  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eyenlng  of  the  seventh 
day  of  the  sessions. 

^Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth,  and  was  racceeded  by  the  Rct.  Samuel  Miller 
OD  the  Boraing  of  the  sixth  di^y  of  the  senions. 
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Elders.  Daniel  Small,*  David  R.  Koenig/  John  Albert  *  Daniel 
Levan,'  and  Reuben  £.  Addams.* 

III.    FROM   THE  GLA88I8  OF  ZION. 

Rev.  Jacob*  Ziegler,  Jacob  O.  Miller,  Jacob  Secbler,'*  and  John 
Ault." 

Elders.  Henry  Shriver,  William  A.  Wilt,  Peter  Spangler,  and 
Samuel  Faber. 

ly.    FROM   THE  CLA88I8  OF   MARYLAND. 

Rev.  John  S.  Foulk,  G^rge  W.  Gleasner,  Joseph  W.  Santee,  John 
Kuelling,  and  Nicholas  £.  Gilds.^' 
Elders.  Frederick  Achey,  and  David  C.  Hammond." 

V.    FROM   THE  CLAS8I8   OF  PHniADELPHIA. 

Rev.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.D.,  Albert  6.  Dole,"  Jacob  Dahl- 
man,  Jr.,  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  Samuel  H.  Giesy,  and  Samuel 
6.  Wagner. 

Elders.  Charles  Santee,  John  Wiest,  and  John  M.  Jones. 

yi.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS   OF  yiROINIA. 

Rev.  John  C.  Hensel." 

Elders.  Samuel  Rinker,"  and  David  A.  Flecker.'* 

yil.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS   OF   NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Rev.  George  W.  Welker,  and  Thornton  Butler. 

Elders.  ♦♦♦♦♦* 

yill.    FROM   THE  CLASSIS   OF   MERCERSBTJRQ. 

Rev.  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Abner  R.  Kremer,"  Cyrus  Cort,  and  Wil- 
liam M.  Deairick. 


*  Obtained  leare  of  abMDoe  on  th«  afternoon  of  the  seventh  dajr  of  the  MiBiona. 

'Obtained  leaye  of  abaence  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  Mstlons. 

•Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  third,  and  obtained  leaye  of  absence  on  the  morning  of 
the  sixth  dMj  of  the  sessions. 

*Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  seTeoth  day  of  the  sessions. 

u>  Was  succeeded  by  the  secnndns  Rer.  William  K.  Zieber,  on  the  morning  of  the  reTenth  day 
of  the  sessions. 

"Was  succeeded  by  the  ReT.  William  F.  P.  Davis,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  seventh  day  of  the 
sessions. 

IS  Was  sacceeded  by  the  primariusr  Rev.  John  M.  Titaeli  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of 
the  sessions. 

u Obtained  leave  of  abeence  on  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions, 

MWas  sacceeded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Gans,  on  the  afternoon  of  thesttventU  day  of  the 
sessions. 

u  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  suMitUM. 

MTook  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 

1'  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  tho  sevsnth  day  ut  Ills  suavImMs 
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Elders.  Lewis  H.  Knode,  Jacob  Walter,^^  and  Oeorge  Cook. 

IX.  FROM  THB  CLA88I8  OF  G08HENH0PPEN. 

Bev.  Luoian  Cort,"  and  Oeorge  W.  Aughinbaugh.*' 
Elder.  Abraham  Fluck.* 

ft 

X.    FBOM  THE   CLASSIS   OF   NEW   TOBK. 

Rev.  Dr.  PhUip  Sohaff." 

Elder.  *  *  *    *         *     .        *  * 

XI.    FBOM  THE  CLA8SI8   OF   LANCASTER. 

Rev.  Theodore  Appel,"  Henrj^  Mosser,"  and  William  T.  Ger- 
hard.** 

Elders.  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,'^  Christian  Gast,*"  and  Abraham  Bans- 
maD.* 

XII.    FROM   THE  CLASSIS   OF  CLARION. 

Rev.  WUliam  G.  Engle. 

Elders,  *♦**♦* 

XIII.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   ST.    PAUL. 

Rev.  John  Kretaing ,•  David  E.  Klopp,"  and  John  W.  Ebbing- 
haas. 

Elder.  Christian  Siebert." 

XIY.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   EAST   SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  Franklin  J.  Mohr,  Jared  Fritzinger^  Samuel  H.  Reid,'^  and 
Henry  H.  W.  Hibschman.* 

Elders.  David  Eschbach,'*  and  Jacob  M.  FoUmer.* 

XV.    FROM   THE  CLASSIS  OF  WEST   SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  Samuel  Kuhn,  William  H.  Groh,"and  Israel  S.  Weisz." 
Elder.  Michael  Brown. 


M  Obtained  leare  of  atMenoe  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  aeaniont. 

'*  Obtained  leave  of  abeenee  en  the  morniog  of  the  sixth  day  of  tho  seasiona. 

»  Took  their  seats  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 

SI  Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 

^Obtained  leave  of  aboence  on  the  afternoon  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessiooa. 

^TOok  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  Ibnrth  day  of  the  sessions. 

**  Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  -tiie  fifth,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

^  Obtained  leave  of  afceence  on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  siaslnns. 

^  Took  thdr  seats  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions. 

^  His  seat  was  occupied  by  the  secnndus,  the  Rev.  George  B.  Russell,  from  the  afternoon  o 
th«*  f  orth  an  til  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions. 

->  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  ssssJons 

'••  Wa«  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Hofltean,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessivu  s 
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XYI.    FROM  THE   GLA88IS   OF  WEST   NEW   YORK. 

Rev.  Dietrich  Willere. 
Elder.  Henry  F.  Trautman." 

XVII.    SYNOD  OF   OHIO  AND  ADJACENT   STATES. 

♦  ♦♦*♦** 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 
From  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  DtUch  Church. 
Rev.  John  B.  Alliger. 

From  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Mintsterium  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  ♦  «  «  afc  :(c  « 

From  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  LtUheran  Church, 

iti  nt  ^  *  ^i  *  * 

ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

From  the  CIomis  of  Lebanon. — Rev.  J.  Caspar  Bucher,  Charles  H. 
Leinbach,  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Johnston,  Samuel  Miller,  John  P.  Stein. 

From  the  Classis  of  Zion. — Rev.  Jacob  D.  Zehring,  David  Bossier, 
William  K.  Zieber,  Daniel  Ziegler,  F.  William  Yandersloot,  William 
H.  R.  Deatrich,  William  P.  P.  Davis,  James  A,  Schultz,  David  W. 
Wolff,  William  C.  Bennet,  Daniel  Gring.  Elders,  Samuel  Ziegler, 
Israel  Laucks,  Francis  C.  Polack,  William  H.  Welsh,  Samuel  Stouffer, 
John  P.  Hassler,  Stephen  B.  Kieffer,  and  Licentiate  John  A.  Hoff- 
heins. 

From  the  Chbssis  of  Maryland. — ^Rev.  Edward  R.  Eschbach,  Dr. 
Daniel  Zacharias,  George  L.  Staley,  Marcus  Bachman,  Frederick  A. 
'Rupley,  and  Elders  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith,  and  John  Rodenmajer. 

From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. — Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Gans.  • 

From  the  Classis  of  Virginia. — Rev.  Daniel  Feete,  Henry  Wissler. 
and  William  D.  Lefevre. 

From  the  Classis  of  Mercershurg. — Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh. 
Walter  E.  Krebs,  Jacob  Hassler,  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Schneck,  J.  Spa:i- 
gler  Kieffer,  Peter  S.  Davis,  Darius  W.  Gerhard.  Elder,  George 
Besore,  and  Licentiate  Charles  Knepper. 

From  the  Classis  of  Lancaster, — Rev  Dr.  Johft  W.  Nevin,  Dr. 
Bernard  C.  Wolff,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  John  G.  Fritchey,  William  H. 
H.  Snyder,  William  A.  Gring,  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  John  G. 
Wolff,  Martin  A.  Smith. 

From  the  Classis  of  St.  Paul. — Rev.  George  B.  Russell. 


v^Obtaloed  leaTe  of  abaenco  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  soMlons. 
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From  the  Cflcuna  of  East  Susquehanna, — Rev.  ReinhardtR.  Smith, 
and  Simon  S.  Miller.  ^ 

From  the  Chassis  of  West  Susquehanna, — Rev.  Charles  F.  Hoff- 
meier,  and  Jonathan  Zellers. 

From  the  Ckusis  of  Western  New  York. — ^Rev.  Edmond  Erb. 

From  the  Classis  of  Westmoreland. — Rey.  George  H.  Johnston, 
and  Christian  C.  Russell. 

From  the  Classfs  of  St,  John. — ^Rev.  Joshna  H.  Derr. 

IVom  the  Classis  of  St.  Joseph, — ^Rev.  John  G.  Noss. 

MINISTERS  OF  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  persons  was  announced  during  the 
sessions:  Rev.  John  Yogelin,  of  Germany;  Rev.  Messrs.  Baum, 
Lochman,  Menges,  of  the  Lutheran  Church;  Presiding  Elder  Rev. 
Mr.  Creaver,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Rev.  Mr.  Graver, 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church;  Rev.  William  Philips,  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church. 


ARTICLE  III. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  John  S.  Foulk  was  chosen  President, 
Rev.  Samuel  H.  Giesy  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Treasurer. 
Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher  is  Stated  Clerk.     During  the  organi- 
zation, the  Rev.  George  B.  Russell  acted  as  Temporary  Clerk, 


ARTICLE  IV. 
RULES  OF  ORDER. 

These  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the 
sessions : 

The  Morning  sessions  to  open  at  half  past  eight,  and  close  at  half 
past  eleven  o'clock. 

The  Afternoon  sessions  to  open  at  two  and  close  at  half  past  four 
o'clock. 

Evening  sessions  were  held  every  evening  after  Sunday,  com- 
mencing at  seven  o'clock. 

The  committee  to  revise  the  rules  of  order  reported  progress,  and 
was  continued,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  annual  sessions. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
The  following  were  appointed  by  the  President: 

On  Minutes  of  Synody — ^Rev.  Greorge  Wolff,  Albert  G.  Dole,  David 
E.  Klopp,  and  Elders  Henry  Shriver  and  Charles  Santee. 

On  Overtures, — ^Rev.  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Jacob  Zfegler,  Nicholas  E. 
Gilds,  and  Elders  Daniel  Small  and  Michael  Brown. 

On  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches^ — Rev.  Theodore  Appel, 
Israel  S.  Wiesz,  John  Knelling,  and  Elders  John  M.  Jones  and  Lewis 
fi.  Knode. 

On  Minutes  of  Classes, — ^Rev.  William  M.  Deatrick,  John  Ault, 
Samuel  G.  Wagner,  Lucian  Cort,  Franklin  J.  Mohr,  Samuel  Kuhn, 
and  Elders  David  C.  Hammond,  Jacob  Walter  and  David  Eschbach. 

On  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination, — Rev.  Dietrich  Wil- 
lers,  Cyrus  Cort,  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  Isaac  K.  Loos,  Joseph  W. 
Santee,  John  C.  Hensell,  and  Elders  Frederick  Achey,  John  Wiest 
and  George  Cook. 

On  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports, — Rev.  Samuel  G. 
Wagner,  Jacob  0.  Miller,  George  W.  Glessner,  and  Elders  John  Al- 
bert and  Rudolph  F.  Kelker. 

On  Theological  Seminary, — ^Rev.  John  Beck,  Jacob  Sechler,  John 
Kuelling,  and  Elders  William  A.  Wilt  and  Frederick  Achey. 

On  Missions, — ^Rev.  George  W.  Welker,  William  H.  Groh,  Samuel 
G.  Wagner,  and  Elders  Joseph  Laubach  and  Samuel  Faber. 

On  Finance, — Rev.  Samuel  H.  Giesy,  Samuel  H.  Reid,  John  W. 
Ebbinghaus,  and  Elders  Peter  Spangler  and  John  Wiest. 

On  Nominations, — ^Rev.  Joseph  W.  Santee,  Cyrus  J.  Becker,  Abner 
R.  Kremer,  and  Elders  David  R.  Koenig  and  William  A.  Wilt. 

O71  Publication, — Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  Cyrus  Cort, 
Thornton  Butler,  and  Elders  David  C.  Hammond  and  Rudolph  F. 
Kelker. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  One  copy  each  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  Synod  of 
Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church,  and  of  the  Minutes,  German  and  English, 
of  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  with 
Sister  Churches. 

2.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon, 
Zion,  Maryland,  Philadelphia,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Mercersburg, 
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Goslienhoppeii,  New  York,  Lancaster,  Clarion,  Sfc.  Paul,  East  Susque- 
hanna, West  Susquehanna,  and  Western  New  York  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports 
on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

3.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  weu  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Theological  Seminary. 

4.  Statements  from  the  Boards  of  Home  and  Foreign  Missions 
were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

5.  Letters  were  received  from  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  Synod 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  and  the 
German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches. 

6.  Several  other  communications  were  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  year  was  dispensed  with.   They 
9  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod.     This  Commit- 
tee submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  disposed 
of  item  by  item : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  offers  the  following  as  their 
report: 

Item  1,  page  15.     Delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies. 

Item  2,  page  22.  A  resolution  of  Synod  with  reference  to  Licen- 
sure. 

Item  3,  page  37.  Resolution  merging  the  Theological  Tutorship 
scheme  into  the  Tercentenary  Professorship. 

Item  4,  page  38.     The  Ex-Sheriff  Duncan  case. 

Item  5,  page  38.  The  founding  of  a  Tercentenary  Theological 
Professorship. 

Item  6}  page  38.  The  action  of  Synod  with  reference  to  assess- 
ments for  Seminary  purposes. 

Item  7,  pl.ge  39.   Committee  of  correspondence  with  Elberfeld,  &c. 

Item  8,  page  87.  A  resolution  requiring  all  applications  for  aid  in 
building  churches  to  come  through  the  Board  ef  Church  Extension. 

Item  9,  page  94.     Synod's  apportionment  of  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Item  10,  page  94.  Resolution  authorizing  Rev.  George  B.  Russell 
to  make  settlement  with  the  Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr. 

Item  11,  page  97.  Resolution  referring  to  the  division  of  Syn'^d 
into  District  Synods- 
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Item  12,  page  97.    A  resolution  id  reference  to  the  desirableness 
of  the  General  Synod  meeting  annually. 

Item  13,  page  103.     A  resolution  calling  upon  the  Classes  for  in- 
creased efforts  in  behalf  of  the  church  papers. 

Item  14,  page  105.      Besolution   with   reference  to    establishing 
a  new  German  paper  to  meet  the  wants  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 

Item  15,  page  107>     The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
digest  for  the  use  of  Synod.  " 

Item  16,  page  107.     Tercentenary  enrolment. 

Item  17,  page  114.     The  appointment  of  a  committee  on  Female 
Seminary. 

Item  18,  page  7.     The  officers  appointed  to  revise  the  Rules  of 
Order  were  continued. 

Item  19,  page  37.     A  resolution  of  Synod  to  take  immediate  steps 
to  fill  the  German  Professorship  in  the  Seminary. 

Item  20,  page  9.     The  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  an- 
nual sessions. 

Item  21 ,  page  104.     The  appointment  of  a  general  agent  for  obtain* 
ing  relief  for  the  Publication  Board. 

Item  22,  page  110.     The  report  on  the  propriety  of  calling  a  con- 
vention of  laymen,  deferred  until  this  meeting  of  Synod. 
Kespectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  WOLFF,   Chairman. 

For  the  reports  of  the  delegates  referred  to  in  Item  1,  see  Article  • 
IX,  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches.  For  the  action  of  Synod  on 
Item  2,  see  Article  XI,  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination;  Items 
11  and  12,  see  Article  XVI,  Appeals  and  References.  For  the  result 
of  the  action  of  Synod  referred  to  in  Items  3,  4,  5,  6,  7  and  19,  see 
Article  XIII,  Theological  Seminary;  Item  8,  see  Article  XIV,  Mis- 
sions; Items  9  and  10,«ee  Article  XV,  Finance;  Items  16,  16,  17 
and  22,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous;  Items  13,  14,  20  and  21, 
see  Article  XIX,  Publications;  and  Item  18,  see  Article  IV,  Rules 
of  Order. 


ARTICLE  .VIII. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item : 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  following 
documents  were  placed  in  their  hands: 

1.  An  invitation  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Third  Church,  Balti- 
more, to  this  body,  to  hold  its  next  annual  sessions  in  the  Monu- 
mental City. 
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2.  Is  a  request  from  the  Consistories  of  the  Saegertown  Charge, 
for  the  speedy  restoration  of  their  Pasitor;  and  a  statement  of  reasons 
whj  he  should  be  thus  restored. 

Kespectfullj  submitted, 

I.  G.  BROWN,  aiairman. 

For  the  result  of  the  invitation  contained  in  Item  1,  see  Article 
XXIII,  Adjournment,  and  of  the  petition  referred  to  in  Item  2,  see 
Article  XVI,  Appeals  and  References. 


ARTICLE  IX. 
CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  SISTER  CHURCHES. 

T.    REPORT   OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  disposed  of  item  bj 
item : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report : 
The  documents  placed  in  our  hands  are  as  follows : 

1.  A  copy  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  Sixtieth  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  North  America, 
convened  in  New  York  City,  June,  1866. 

From  this  document  it  appears,  that  our  delegate.  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel 
Guns,  attended  the  meetings  of  this  Synod,  and  that  the  Rev.  John 
R.  Alliger  was  elected  Delegate  primai^us  to  our  Synod.  The  Synod 
meets  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  on  the  first  Wednesday,  June,  1867. 

2.  A  German  and  English  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Special  and 
119th  Annual  Meetings  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Minis- 
terium  of  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  States,  convened  in  Lancaster, 
June,  1866. 

The  Rev.  B.  W.  Schmauk  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  this  Synod, 
and  Rev.  F.  A.  Muehlenberg  his  alternate.  No  evidence  is  found  in 
these  minutes  to  show,  that  our  delegate  attended  the  meetings  of 
that  body. 

3.  A  lettor  from  Rev.  B.  W.  Schmauk,  stating  that  neither  he  nor 
Prof  Muehlenberg  was  able  to  attend  the  sessions  of  this  Synod,  and 
kindly  asking  this  Synod  to  excuse  their  non-attendbnce.  The  letter 
breathes  a  Christian  spirit,  and  conveys  the  Christian  greeting  of  the 
body  which  he  represents  to  this  Synod.  The  place  of  meeting  was 
not  specified  at  the  meeting  at  Jjancaster. 

4.  The  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  German  Reformed  Synod  of 
Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  in  General  Convention  at  Gallon,  Ohio, 
May,  1866. 
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From  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  it  appears, 

1st,  That  our  delegate,  Rev.  George  B.  Rossell,  attended  its 
meetings,  and  took  part  in  ite  proceedings;  and  that  Rev.  John  Lich- 
tenstein  was  appointed  Delegate  primariusy  and  £b.  Keller  his 
secundits  to  this  8ynod. 

2nd.  That  the  ^jnod  o^Ohio  would  heartily  concur  in  any  moye- 
ment  having  for  its  object  the  formal  union  of  the  Grerman  Reformed 
and  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Churches.     Minutes  page  59. 

3rd.  That  the  Synod  desires  the  consolidation  of  the  two  Theolo- 
gical Seminaries  in  some  central  locality.     Minutes  page  60. 

4th.  That  the  Synod  suggests  the  propriety  of  uniting  all  papers 
of  the  two  Synods.     Minutes  page  6. 

5th.  Cleveland  is  the  place  of  its  next  meeting,  on  Wednes- 
day, May  22nd,  1867. 

6th.  A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Eli  Keller,  delegate  tecundus  from  the 
Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  expressing  regret  that  neither  he 
Dor  his  primaritts  is  able  to  attend  the  sessions  of  this  Synod,  and 
conveying  their  cordial  greetings  from  that  body  to  our  Synod. 

The  last  three  items  in  these  Minutes  are  referred  to  the  General 
Synod,  but  the  Committee  thought  they  ought  at  least  to  be  presented 
to  the  consideration  of  this  body. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  APPEL,   Chairman. 

The  items  relative  to  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  and  the 
German  Evangelist  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  were 
adopted,  and  the  items  referred  to  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  relative  to  the  union  of  the  Theological 
Seoiinaries  and  Church  paperg,  were  referred  to  the  General  Synod, 
and  the  report  then  adopted  as  a  whole. 


n.   REPORTS  OF  DELEGATES   TO   CORRESPONDINQ  BODIES. 

St/noi  of  thn  German  Rrfformed  Churrh  of  Oftio  and  adjacent 
States. — The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this 
body : 

Your  delegate  was  privileged  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  late  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Western  Synod,  which  met  on  the  23rd  of  May, 
1866,  in  Galion,  Ohio,  and  continued  its  sittings  for  eight  days,  ad- 
journing on  Wednesday  evening  of  the  30th,  after  an  unusually  pro- 
tracted, but  interesting  and  harmonious  meeting.  The  place  of  meet- 
ing was  changed  by  the  officers,  for  sufficient  reasons,  from  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  to  the  above  named  place,  in  accordance  with  a  utanding  rule 
of  the  Synod.  By  a  similar  law,  every  third  year  this  Synod  meets  in 
convention.  As  this  was  such  a  meeting,  all  the  ministers  of  the 
Synod  were  delegates,  and  the  sessions  were  unusually  full. 

The  proportion  of  the  eldership  in  the'  representation  was  remark- 
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ably  small.  The  Oerman  element  was,  perhaps,  never  better,  nor  more 
fully  represented. 

As  representative  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  your  delegate  was  cordi- 
ally received,  and  treated  with  dbtinguished  consideration.  He  par- 
ticipated freely  and  heartily,  in  the  business  transactions  of  the  Synod, 
especially  such  parts  as .  related  to  the  more  general  interests  of  the 
whole  Church.  « 

On  the  question  of  creating  District  Synods,  there  seemed  to  be 
much  diversity  of  opinion.  The  German  Classes  want  to  be  organized 
into  a  Synod  which  will  not  only  give  room  for  the  use  of  that  lan- 
guage in  its  business  transactions,  but  which  will  afford  a  peculiar 
home  for  their  spirit,  and  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  operations  in 
their  own  way.  The  General  Synod  was  requested  to  form  the 
"North- Western"  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  out  of 
the  Glasses  of  Erie,  Heidelberg,  Indiana,  St.  Joseph  and  (Cheboygan. 

Great  interest  was  also  manifested  on  the  general  subject  of  the 
Liturgy.  They  are  not  of  one  mind  as  to  what  this  shall  be.  The 
old  oonunittee  reported  but  little  outward  progress  during  the  year; 
but  it  is  generally  known  that  the  study  of  the  question  had  carried 
at  least  a  portion  of  them  by  an  inward  force,  to  a  stand-point  farther 
into  the  general  life  and  spirit  of  the  liturgical  movement,  than  their 
former  position.  Their  labors  are  far,  as  yet,  from  complete.  Hence, 
they  asked  leave  to  continue  the  work,  with  a  re-constructed  com- 
mittee. 

An  effort  was  made  to  carry  forward  the  plan  for  endowing  Heidel- 
berg College,  which  did  not  result,  at  the  time,  as  favorably  as  could 
be  wished. 

By  reference  to  their  published  proceedings  ^ou  find  an  important 
overture  to  the  General  Synod  in  reference  to  a  union  of  the  Reformed 
Churches  of  America,  which  may  claim  the  attention  of  this  Synod. 

Respecting  the  project  of  consolidating  our  two  Theological  Semi- 
naries, there  was  a  similar  overture  sent  up  to  the  General  (^ynod. 

Also,  a  similar  request  in  regard  to  uniting  the  several  church  pa- 
pers; in  which,  of  course,  this  Synod  will  have;  to  be  consulted. 

Having  presented  the  fraternal  greetings  and  Christian  salutations 
of  this  Synod  to  her  brethren  of  the  West,  at  an  early  part  of  their 
sessions,  we  were  made  to  feel  as  much  at  home  among  them  as  during 
the  first  ten  years  of  our  ministry,  in  which  we  were  a  regular  mem- 
ber of  that  Synod.  The  brethren  are  as  actively  as  ever  engaged  in 
the  great  work  and  mission  of  our  Reformed  Church  in  the  West. 
They  are  thankful  for  our  sympathy,  counsel  and  material  aid.  They 
need,  especially,  a  vast  increase  of  men  and  money,  to  carry  forward, 
and  maintain  our  Reformed  standard.  It  was  our  privilege  to  assure 
them,  that  to  the  measure  of  our  available  ability  they  might  look  for 
help  from  the  East. 

On  taking  leave  of  them,  I  was  charged  to  bear  back  with  me  the 
reciprocal  feelings  of  the  Western  Church  for  the  fraternal  expressions 
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kiadness  and  regard,  conveyed  to  tbem,  of  which  their  delegate,  elect- 
ed to  meet  with  this  body  will  more  fully  assure  you. 

The  breaking  up  of  the  two  Synods  into  smaller  bodies,  and  the 
organization  of  the  German  Synod,  will  probably  suggest  the  proprie- 
ty of  bringing  to  an  end  the  present  formal*  correspondence  by  ex- 
change of  delegates. 

EespectAilly  submitted, 

GEORGE  B.  RUSSELL. 

General  Si/nod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church. — The 
following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this  body : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States ; 

Brethren — It  was  my  pleasure,  as  your  delegate,  to  attend  the 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  which  commenced 
its  sessions  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  6th  of  June  last. 

Though  a  stranger,  your  delegate  did  not  feel  strange  among  the 
brethren  composing  the  Synod.  The  similarity  of  their  forms  of  busi- 
ness to  those  of  our  own  Synod,  connected  with  the  kind  and  cour- 
teous spirit  which  was  exhibited  from  all  sides,  caused  him  at  times 
almost  to  forget  that  he  was  away  from  home. 

Sprinkled  with  signs  of  age,  here  and  there,  yet  the  Synod  was 
composed  mainly  of  young  men,  vigorous,  well  equipped,  zealous  and 
fully  enlisted  in  the  Master's  great  work.  It  was  delightful  to  listen 
to  the  reports  of  their  several  Boards,  especially  those  of  Missions  and 
Education,  and  to  mark  the  great  liberality  of  their  membership,  and 
the  rich  blessings  of  God  by  which  their  practical  efforts,  during  the 
past  year,  seemed  to  nave  been  crowned.  There  was  no  room  left  to 
doubt  their  being  fully  awake  to  the  demands  of  the  times.  The 
feeling  was  general  that  the  boundaries  within  which  they  have  hith- 
erto mainly  confined  their  labors  are  too  contracted  for  the  ability 
with  which  God  has  blessed  them,  and  a  restless  desire  is  every  where 
evinced  to  widen  their  territory,  if  possible,  and  thus  secure  to  them- 
selves the  privilege  of  doing  good  on  a  grander  scale. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  state,  in  this  connection,  that  this  Synod 
has  initiated  the  same  movement  in  regard  to  a  change  of  their  name 
that  our  own  did  a  few  years  ago.  A  committee  was  appointed,  to 
whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  reporting  to  the  next  Annual  Synod 
in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  dropping  the  word  Dutch,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  stand  in  the  way  of  their  proper  enlargement ;  and  from  the 
feeling  that  was  manifested,  which  seemed  to  be  almost  unanimously 
favorable,  we  can  hardly  doubt,  unless  some  insuperable  difficulty 
should  be  found  in  the  way,  that  the  proposed  change  will  be  acceded 
to  and  ratified  by  the  Church  at  large. 

After  giving  some  expression  to  the  kindly  Christian  sentiments 
which  your  reverend  body  entertains  for,  and  instructed  me  to  bear 
to  them,  your  representative  was  commissioned,  afresh,  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  their  Synod,  to  bear  back  to  you  the  same  cordial  greetings 
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from  tliem,  coupled  witb  the  ardently  expressed  hope,  that  the  fra- 
ternal  relation  thus  happily  existing  between  the  two  Synods,  so  full 
of  pleasant  memories  and  Christian  interest,  might  ever  continue. 
'  Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  GANS. 

German  Evangelical  Lutheran  MinuteAum  of  Pennsylvanta. — No 
report  was  received  from  the  delegates  to  this  body. 

III.  APPOINTMENT   OP  DSLEOATES   TO   CORRESPONDING   BODIES. 

To  the  Si/nod  of  tlie  German  Reformed  CJiurch  of  Ohio  and  Adja- 
cent States. — Rev.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  primariiis,  and  Rev.  John  S. 
Foalk,  secnndus. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  CJivrch. — 
Bev.  Dietrich  Willers,  pHmarius,  and  Rev.  Albert  G.  Dole,  secundus. 

To  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministen'um  of  Pennsylva- 
nia — Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Schaff,  jyrimarius^  and  Rev.  Franklin  W.  Kre- 
mar,  secundus, 

IV.  MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  RELATING  TO  CORRESPONDENCE. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Rev.  John  B. 
Alliger,  delegate  from  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  took 
leave  of  Synod  in  a  brief  address,  which  received  an  appropriate  re- 
sponse from  the  President. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item.  The  following  is  the  r  3- 
port  as  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  would  respectfully  repoit 
the  following  :■ 

I.   IRREGULARITIES. 

1.  Lebanon  Classis  licensed  Joseph  H.  Schlappig,  without  requir- 
ing him  to  attest  his  adherence  to  the  Church  in  its  doctrines  and 
discipline  by  subscribing  the  Constitutional  Formula. 

2.  Zions  Classis  failed  to  give  documentary  evidence  of  having 
formally  opened  its  annual  meeting  with  prayer,  and  also  to  close  a 
special  meeting  with  prayer,  as  required  by  the  Constitution. 

3.  The  same  Classis  licensed  John  A.  Hofifheins  without  his  sub* 
scribiDg  the  Constitutional  Formula. 
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4.  Maryland  Classis  was  irregular  in  tbe  maoDer  of  calling  all  its 
special  meetings  daring  the  last  classical  year,  ending  May,  1866,  and 
consequently  all  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  said  meetings  were  irre- 
gular. 

5.  Vir^nia  Classis  failed  to  give  documentary  evidence  of  having 
closed  one  of  its  sessions  with  prayer. 

6.  The  same  Classis  placed  an  Elder  on  a  Committee  of  Ordina- 
tion and  Installation. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  failed  to  furnish  documentary  evidence  of 
having  opened  and  closed  several  of  its  sessions  with  prayer. 

8.  Lancaster  Classis  licensed  Darius  W.  Gerhard  and  Amandus 
F.  Ziegler  without  their  subscribing  the  Formula. 

9.  The  same  Classis  held  a  special  meeting  without  giving  docu- 
mentary evidence  of  opening  and  closing  it  with  prayer,  and  also 
admitting  laymen,  not  mentioned  as  Elders,  to  seats  as  advisory 
members* 

10.  East  Susquehanna  failed  to  furnish  Synod  with  a  separate 
copy  of  its  Keport  on  the  Btate  of  Religion  and  Statistics. 

11.  The  same  Classis  appointed  Eev.  E.  C.  Sheip,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  whilst  he  was  still  a  member  of  another  Classis. 

n.  REQUESTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  refers  to  Synod  for  decision,  the 
validity  or  invalidity  of  the  baptism  of  a  catechumen,  who  was  bap- 
tized in  infancy  by  her  mother. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  earnestly  requests  Synod  to  direct  its  Com- 
mittee on  Sunday  School  Literature,  to  make  a  selection  of  books, 
which  may  be  safely  recommended  to  our  people,  as  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  our  children. 

3.  The  same  Classb  earnestly  requests  Synod  to  adopt  measures,  to 
have  all  delinquent  beneficiaries  refund,  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
funds  received  by  them  from  the  Board  of  Education. 

4.  The  same  Classis  respectfully  requests  Synod  to  take  measures, 
to  require  all  our  beneficiaries  to  conform  to  all  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations that  have  been  or  may  be  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Education 
)ind  the  diffefent  Classes,  and  that  Synod  revise  its  entire  system  of 
beneficiary  education. 

5.  Mercersburg  Classis  respectfully  refers  Synod  to  what  Classis 
conceives  to  be  a  conflict  between  Synod's  action  of  last  year  on 
page  22,  in  regard  to  licensure  and  Article  5  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Church. 

6.  The  same  Classis  respectfully  petitions  the  present  Synod  to 
take  into  earnest  consideration,  the  general  literary  interests  of  our 
Church  and,  if  possible,  initiate  measures  for  the  establishment  of 
a  German  Reformed  University,  or  some  Institution  of  kindred 
character. 

7.  Lancaster  Classis  requests  Synod  to  direct  its  Stated  Clerk  to 
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send  all  the  minutes  intended  for  Classis  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of 
Claasis. 

8.  The  same  Classis  respectfully  requests  Synod  to  give  an  an- 
swer to  the  question,  whether,  in  the  election  of  lay-delegates  to 
Synod,  the  Classis  is  limited  to  those  Elders  who  are  not  only  dele- 
gated to  Classis  by  the  Consbtories,  but  are  also  in  actual  attendance 
upon  the  annual  meeting. 

9.  Clarion  Classis  respectfully  requests  Synod  to  revise  the  English 
Hymn  book,  so  as  to  conform  it  more  with  the  order  of  the  Church 
Year  and  the  Provisional  Liturgy. 

10.  St.  Paul's  Classis  respectfully  requests  Synod  to  publish  for 
general  circulation  only,  a  condensed  abstract  of  its  annual  minutes', 
while  a  small  edition  of  the  full  record  be  issued  for  the  use  of  the 
ministers,  so  as  to  reduce,  if  possible,  the  expense  and  classical  assess- 
ments ;  and  that  the  minutes  be  issued  as  soon  aflber  the  adjournment 
of  Synod  as  possible. 

11.  The  same  Classis  requests  Synod  to  approve  of  its  action  in 
modifying  the  sentence  of  deposition  in  the  case  of  D.  B.  Ernst  to 
that  of  suspension. 

12.  New  York  Classis  recommends  to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions, 
throngh  Synod,  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  travelling  preacher,  for 
the  New  England  States,  to  gather  and  organize  congregations. 

13.  New  York  Classis  requests  Synod  to  reconsider  its  action  in 
regard  to  the  Theological  Tutorship,  and  to  uphold  this  important 
institution. 

14.  Western  New  York  Classis  respectfully^  calls  the  attention  of 
Synod  to  the  fact,  that  it  ordained  no  person  during  the  former  year, 
and  consequently  was  not  irregular,  as  stated  in  the  report  on  Minutes 
of  Classes  of  last  year,  in  placing  elders  on  such  committee  of  ordi- 
nation. 

15.  The  same  Classis  requests,  in  case  the  Synod  is  divided  into 
district  or  provincial  Synods,  that  it  be  connected  in  a  convenient 
manner  with  other  Classes. 

16.  (}oshenhoppen  Classis  requests  Synod  to  define  the  boundary 
line  between  the  East  Pennsylvania  and  Goshenhoppen  Classes. 

III.  APPEALS.  I 

None. 

iv.  synod's  bequests  to  the  classes. 

1.  The  following  Classes  approve  of  dividing  this  Synod  into  two 
or  more  provincial  Synods:  Lebanon,  North  Carolina,  Philadelphia, 
Goshenhoppen,  West  Susquehanna,  Clarion,  St.  Paul's,  New  York, 
and  East  Pennsylvania,  provided  they  are  general  and  not  delegated 
Synods.  The  following  Classes  disapprove  of  said  contemplated  divis- 
ion, viz :  Zions,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  Lancaster,  East  Susquehan- 
na, and  Western  New  York  (if  the  General  Synod  is  to  take  the 
general  institutions  under  its  supervision). 
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2.  Virginia  Classis  declines  to  take  action  upon  tbis  item,  as  the 
Classis  does  not  feel  prepared  to  do  so  intelligently,  owing  to  their 
haying  been  shut  out  from  all  communication  with  the  Synod,  and 
the  churches  in  the  North,  for  a  time. 

3.  The  following  Classes  approve  of  the  General  Synod  meeting 
annually,  viz :  East  Pennsylvania,  North  Carolima,  Philadelphia, 
Mercersburg,  Lancaster,  West  Susquehanna,  Clarion,  and  Western 
New  York. 

The  following  Classes  do  not  approve  of  the  General  Synod  meet- 
ing annually,  viz:  Lebanon,  Zions,  Maryland,  Goshenhoppen,  East 
Susquehanna,  and  St.  Paul's. 

Virginia  Classis  declines  to  take  action  on  this  item,  and  New  York 
Classis  failed  to  take  action. 

4.  The  Classes  generally  accede  to  the  recommendation  of  Synod 
in  regard  to  Licensure,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions,  desiring  assis- 
tance in  building  churches  and  the  payment  of  church  debt«,  circula- 
ting of  the  church  periodicals,  and  the  payment  of  assessments  for 
Synodical  purposes. 

V.  LICENSURE,  ORDINATION,  RECEPTIONS  AND   DISMISSIONS. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  dismissed  Kev.  Paul  Wald  to  the 
Clarion  Classis,  Rev.  Levi  K.  Derr  to  the  Lebanon  Classis,  and  Rev. 
John  H.  Sykes  to  the  Westmoreland  Classis;  received  Rev.  Samuel 
Philips  from  the  Zions  Classis,  and  the  licentiate  Charles  Knepper 
from  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  and  dismissed  him  to  the  Lebanon 
Classis. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  received  Rev.  John  B.  Poerner  and  Rev.  Alex- 
ander S.  Vaughan,  from  the  Maryland  Classis,  Rev.  Levi  K.  Derr 
from  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  and  Rev.  David  B.  Albright 
from  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis;  dismissed  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Har- 
baugh  to  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  and  Rev.  Wm.  Rupp  to  the  West- 
moreland Classis,  and  licensed  Joseph  H.  Schlsippig. 

Zions  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  William  D.  Lefevre  to  the  Virginia 
Classis,  Rev.  Jeremiah  M.  Mickley  to  the  Sandusky  Classis,  Rev. 
Samuel  Philips  to  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Rev.  David  £. 
Klopp  to  the  St.  Paul's  Classis,  and  licensed  John  A.  Hoffheins. 

4.  (Maryland  Classis  received  Rev.  George  W.  Glessner  from  the  East 
Pennsylvania  Classis,  Rev.  William  Goodrich  from  the  East  Sus- 
quehanna Classis,  Rev.  Casper  Scheel  from  the  St.  Paul's  Classis,  and 
licentiate  C.  Beecher  Wolff  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis;  dismissed 
Rev.  Henry  I.  Comfort  to  the  Miami  Classis,  Rev.  Henry  Wissler  to 
the  Virginia  Classis,  Rev.  Peter  A.  Schwartz  to  the  New  York  Classis, 
Rev.  Alexander  S.  Vaughan  to  the  Lebanon  Classis,  and  the  licen- 
tiate Harrison  Getzendanner  to  the  Virginia  Classis. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis  received  the  licentiate  John  C.  Denny, 
licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Orange,  and  ordained  him,  and  rc- 
licensed  M.  L.  Hedrick. 

^.  Virginia  Classis  received  Rev.  Henry  Wissler,  and  the  licentiate 
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« 

HarrisoD  Getzendanner  from  the  Maryland  Classis,  the  Rev.  Wm.  B. 
Lefevre  from  Zions  Classis,  and  dismissed  Rev.  Daniel  Feete  to  the 
Philadelphia  Classis. 

7.  Philadelphia  Classis  received  Rev.  Albert  G.  Dole  from  the  East 
Susquehanna  Classis,  Rev.  George  Leidj  from  the  Zions  Classis; 
dismissed  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Long  to  the  Evanp^elical  Lutheran  Synod 
of  East  Pennsylvania;  licensed  Frederick  Pilgram  and  J.  E.  Lang, 
and  dismissed  the  licentiate  F.  Pilgram  to  the  St.  Paul's  Classis. 

8.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh  from 
the  Lebanon  Classis,  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Gast  from  the  Lancaster 
Classis,  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender  from  the  St.  Paul's  Classis,  the  li- 
centiate Darius  W.  Gerhart  from  the  Lancaster  Classis,  and  ordained 
him,  and  the  licentiate  J.  Spangler  Kieffer  from  the  West  Susque- 
hanna Classis,  and  ordained  him;  dismissed  Rev.  William  D.  C.  Rod- 
rock  to  Zions  Classis,  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Reid  and  'Rev.  Elijah  B.  Wil- 
son to^the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  the  licentiate  C.  Beecher 
Wolff  to  the  Maryland  Classis,  licensed  Charles  G.  Fisher  and  Charles 
Knepper,  and  dismissed  the  latter  to  East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 

9.  Goshenhoppen  CJassis  received  Rev.  George  W.  Aughinbaugh 
from  the  Tiffin  Classis,  dismissed  the  Rev.  Levi  C.  Sheip  to  the  East 
Susc}uehanna  Classis,  and  deposed  the  Rev.  Robert  A.  Van  Court 
from  the  Gospel  Ministry. 

10.  New  York  Classis  received  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Schaff  from  the 
Mercersburg  Classis,  dismissed  Rev.  J.  M.  Steiner  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  0.  S.,  and  ordained  the  licentiate  Christopher  Michel. 

11.  Lancaster  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Gast  to  the 
Mercersburg  Classis,  Rev.  Albert  Helffenstein,  Jr.,  to  Philadelphia 
Classis,  licensed  Darius  W.  Gerhard  and  Amandus  F.  Ziegler,  and 
dismissed  the  former  to  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

12.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Reid  and 
Rev.  Elijah  B.  Wilson  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Rev.  Levi  C. 
Sheip  from  the  Goshenhoppen  Classis,  Rev.  Albert  Krahn  -from  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Jersey,  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller  from  the  Sandusky 
Classis,  and  Rev.  Aaron  R.  Hottenstein  from  the  West  Susquehanna 
Classis;  dismissed  Rev.  Henry  Losch  to  the  Susquehanna  Associa- 
tion of  Congregational  churches  and  ministers.  Rev.  Wm.  Goodrich 
to  the  Maryland  Classis,  Rev.  Albert  G.  Dole  to  the  Philadelphia 
Classis,  Rev.  C.  A.  Rittenhouse  and  Rev.  John  W.  Lescher  to  the 
West  Susquehanna  Classis,  Rev.  Ephraim  Kieffer  to  Zions  Classis, 
and  Rev.  David  B.  Albright  to  the  Lebanon  Classis. 

13.  West  Susquehanna  Clas.sis  received  Rev.  John  W.  Lescher  and 
Hev.  C.  A.  Rittenhouse  from  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  licensed 
J.  Spangler  Kieffer  and  dismissed  him  to  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

14.  Clarion  Classis  received  Rev.  David  0.  Shoemaker  from  the 
St.  Paul's  Classis,  dismissed  Rev.  Jeriah  S.  Shade  to  the  St.  Paul's 
Classis,  and  Rev.  Herman  Bielbeld  to  the  New  York  Classis. 

15.  St.  Paul's  Classis  received  Rev.  Jeriah  S.  Shade  from  the  Cla- 
rion Classis,  Rev.  David  E.  Klopp  from  Zions  Classis,  the  licentiate 
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Frederick  Pilgram  from  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  and  ordained  him ; 
licensed  Easebins  H.  Dieffenbacher,  and  ordained  him;  dismissed 
Rev.  David  O.  Shoemaker  to  the  Clarion  Classis,  Rev.  Gasper  Scheel 
to  the  Maryland  Classis,  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender  to  the  Mercers- 
burg  Classis,  and  Rev.  Lucian  J.  Majer  to  the  Goeenhoppen  Classis. 

YI.   ANNUAL   MEETINGS  OF  CLASSES. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at 
Howertown,  Northampton  county,  Pa.,  on  Tuesday  after  Ascen>ion 
Day,  1867,  at  10  o'clock,  A.M.,  Rev.  John  Beck,  President^  and  Rev. 
Nero  S.  Strassburger,  Stated  Clerk. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  in  St.  John's 
Church,  Lebanon  county.  Pa.,  on  Thursday  preceding  Ascension  Day, 
1867,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.M.,  Rev.  Charles  H.  Leinbach,  President^  and 
Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Ueister,  StcUed  CUrk. 

8.  Zions  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at  Gettysburg, 
Adams  county,  Pa.,  on  the  Second  Friday  in  May,  1867,  at  7  J  o'clock, 
P.M.,  Rev.  David  Bossier,  President^  and  Rev.  William  R.  H.  Dea- 
trich,  Stated  Clerk. 

4.  Maryland  Classis  wDl  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at  Emmetts- 
burg,  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  on  Friday  preceding  Ascension 
Day,  1867,  at  7J  o'clock,  P.M.,  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Rupley,  Prendent. 
and  Rev.  William  F.  Colliflower,  Stated  Clerk. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  bold  its  next  annual  meeting  in 
Bethany  Church,  Davidson  county.  North  Carolina,  on  Friday  before 
the  Fourth  Sabbath  in  April,  1867,  at  10  o'clock,  A.M.,  Rev.  Jesse 
W.  Cecil,  President,  and  Rev.  G.  William  Welker,  Stated  Clerk. 

6.  A'^irginia  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at  Shepherds- 
town,  Jefferson  county,  West  Virginia,  on  Friday  before  the  First  Sab- 
bath in  May,  1867,  at  10  o'clock,  A.M.,  Rev.  George  H.  Martin, 
President,  and  Rev.  H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated  Clerk. 

7.  Philadelphia  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at  Wliite 
Marsh,  Montgomery  county,  Pa.,  on  Friday,  May  31st,  1867,  at  71 
o'clock,  P.M.,  Rev.  John  G.  Wiehle,  President,  and  Rev.  Jacob 
Dahlman,  Jr.,  Stated  Clerk. 

8.  Meroersburg  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at  Pattons- 
ville,  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  on  Friday,  May  17th  1867,  at7t  o'clock, 
P.M.,  Rev.  Henry  Heckerman,  President,  Rev.  William  M.  Deatrick, 
Stated  Clerk. 

9.  Gosbcnhoppen  Clas^  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at  Mil- 
lerstown,  Lehigh  county,  Pa.,  on  Friday  before  Ascension  Day,  1867, 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Rev.  Peter  S.  Fisher,  President,  and  Rev.  J. 
Henry  Dubbs,  Stated  Clerk. 

10.  New  York  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  on  Wednesday  afler  W^hitsuntide,  1867,  at  7i  o'clock. 
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P.M.,  Rev.  Lewis  B.  Schwartz,  President ,  and  Rev.  Oscar  T.  Lohr, 
Staled  Clerk, 

11.  Lancaster  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at  Cones- 
toga  Centre,  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  on  Friday  afler  Ascension  Day, 
1867,  at  7 J  o'clock,  P.M.,  Rev.  Henry  Mosser,  President,  VLud  Rev. 
Martin  A.  Smith,  Stated  Clerk. 

12.  £ast  Susquehanna  Classis  will  hold  its  annual  meeting  at 
Bloomshurg,  Columbia  county,  Pa.,  on  Fourth  Tuesday  in  May,  1867, 
at  7  o'clock,  P.M.,  Rev.  Rudolph  Dunger,  I^MderU,  and  Rev. 
William  C.  Cremer,  Stated  Clerk. 

13.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting 
at  Bellefonte,  Centre  county.  Pa.,  on  the  Third  Thursday  in  May, 
1867,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P.M.,  Rev.  Charles  F.  Hoflfmeier,  President,  and 
Rev.  David  G.  Klein,  Stated  Clerk, 

14.  Clarion  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  in  St.  John's 
Church,  Monroe  township,  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  on  the  last  Thursday 
in  May,  1867,  at  10  o'clock,  A.M.,  Rev.  JMilton  H.  Hockman,  Presi- 
dent, and  Rev.  Joseph  G.  Shoemaker,  Stated  Clerk, 

15.  St.  Paul's  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  in  Brown's 
Church,  Crawford  county,  Pa.,  on  Ascension  Day,  1866,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.M.,  Rev.  C.  A.  Limberg,  President,  and  Rev.  John  Kretzing, 
Stated  Clerk. 

16.  Western  New  York  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting 
at  Bicrytown,  Seneca  County,  New  York,  on  Thursday  after  Whit- 
suntide, 1867,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P.M.,  Rev.  Dietrich  Willers, /Vc«irfcii^, 
and  Rev.  John  B.  Knieqt,  Stated  Clerk, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Dbatrigk,  Chairman, 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  the'several  items  reported  as  Irregulari- 
ties, Requests  Nos.  11, 14,  15  and  16,  and  Items  1,  2,  and  3,  Synod's 
Requests  to  Classes,  see  Article  XVI,  Appeals  and  References ;  on 
Requests  Nos.  1,  8,  and  9,  see  Article  XX,  Church  Government;  on 
Request  No.  2,  see  Article  XVIII,  Sunday  Schools;  on  Requests 
Nos.  3,  4,  and  13,  see  Article  XIII,  Theological  Seminary;  on  Re- 
quests No.  5,  see  Article  XI,  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination ; 
on  Request  No.  6,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous ;  on  Request  No. 
7,  see  Article  XIX,  Puhlication;  on  Request  No.  10,  see  Article 
XV,  Finance ;  and  on  Request  No.  12,  see  Article  XIV,  Missions. 
The  remaining  items  in  the  report  were  adopted. 
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ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  AND  ORDINATION. 

Application  for  licensure  was  made  in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Jacob  Pis- 
ter  and  Henry  R.  Nicks.  They  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination.  Application  was  also  made 
in  behalf  of  the  Licentiate  Joseph  H.  Schliippig  for  ordination,  which 
was  referred  to  the  same  Committee.  To  this  Committee  was  also  re- 
ferred the  Rev.  John  Yogelin,  from  the  Basel  Mission  Institute,  who 
had  immigrated  to  this  country  at  the  instance  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  last  Synod  to  open  a  correspondence  with  institutions, 
individuals,  &c.,  in  Germany,  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  Ger- 
man ministers  into  this  country. 

The  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  report 
as  follows : 

The  Licentiate  Joseph  H.  Schliippig,  after  an  interview  with  the 
Committee,  withdrew  his  application  for  ordination. 

The  applicant,  Jacob  Pister,  furnished  satisfactory  testimonials  as 
to  his  theological  course  in  the  Universities  of  Tiibingen  and  Erlangen, 
and  submitted  to  an  examination  in  all  the  branches  taught  in  our 
Theological  Seminary,  as  well  as  in  the  ancient  languages.  The  re- 
sult was  satisfactory  to  the  Committee.  Hence  they  recommend  that 
he  be  licensed  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Classis  of  Maryland. 

The  Committee  examined  the  testimonials  of  the  Rev.  John  Yoge- 
lin from  the  Basel  Mission  Institute,  in  reference  to  his  course  of  study 
and  his  ordination  to  the  ministry,  and  find  them  satifactory.  They, 
therefore,  recommend  that  he  be  received  as  a  member  of  the  Synod  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Lan- 
caster Classis. 

Mr.  Henry  R.  Nicks,  one  of  the  present  assistant  teachers  in  a 
Norman  School  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  the  Committee  satisfaction  as  to 
his  moral  character  and  his  familiarity  with  the  various  studies  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution.  They,  therefore,  recommend  that  he 
hd  licensed,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  East  Pennsylvania 
Classis.  Respectfully  submitted, 

DIETRICH  WILLERS,  Chairman. 

The  officers  of  Synod  were  instructed  to  furnish  Messrs.  Pister  and 
Nicks  with  certificates  of  licensure  on  their  signing  the  Formula,  as 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

The  Classis  of  Mercersburg,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mi- 
nutes of  Classes,  called  the  attention  of  Synod  to  what  it  conceives  to 
be  a  conflict  between  Synod's  action  of  last  year  in  regard  to  licensure 
and  the  5th  article  of  the  Constitution.     It  was 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  Synod  referred  to  is  not  to  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Church. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports, 
submitted  their  report.  It  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  foi* 
lows : 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — 

« 

It  is  with  profound  gratitude  to  Ood,  that  your  Committee  is  per- 
mitted to  report  the  encouraging  and  prosperous  condition  of  our  be- 
loved Zion,  as  gathered  from  the  representations  of  the  different  Classes 
within  our  bounds. 

Our  Church  east  of  the  Alleghanies  is  fully  represented  in  this 
body.  The  Classes  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  separated  from 
their  brethren  during  years  of  affliction  and  deep  distress,  have  been 
permitted,  in  the  good  providence  of  God,  to  meet  with  us  again,  and 
we  extend  to  them  that  welcome  which  is  due  to  brethren  of  one  com- 
mon faith. 

Your  Committee  has  bestowed  the  usual  examination  and  consider- 
ation upon  the  reports  of  the  state  of  religion  and  morals,  which  have 
been  sent  up  to  us,  and  we  are  happy  to  state,  that  they  contain  in 
them  many  cheering  and  encouraging  facts. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  during  the  past  year  the  lives  of  His 
servants  have  been  precious  in  the  sight  of  God.  The  faithful  stew- 
ards, the  good,  watchful  shepherds,  have  been  permitted  to  stand  upon 
the  walls  of  Zion,  and  continue  to  be  effectual  instruments  in  turning 
the  hearts  of  the  disobedient  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just.    * 

Your  Committee  has  official  information  of  the  death  of  but  one  of 
our  number.  On  the  opening  of  our  Synodical  deliberations,  we 
received  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Rev.  Samuel  Helfenstein, 
D.D.  He  has  gone  to  reap  the  reward  of  the  labor  of  many  years 
spent  in  the  service  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church.  One  of  the 
patriarchal  fathers,  after  a  long  life  of  earnest  and  faithful  efforts  in 
the  interest  of  our  beloved  Zion — for  a  number  of  years  the  last  of  his 
generation,  God  has  at  length  been  pleased  to  remove  him  from  the 
sorrows  and  trials  of  the  Church  militant,  to  the  joys  and  glory  of  the 
Church  triumphant. 

We  are  solemnly  reminded  by  the  death  of  this,  another  of  the 
venerable  fathers,  that  the  important  work  of  life  is  for  us  also  rapidly 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  that  it  is  highly  necessary  to  be  earnest  and 
diligent  in  laboring  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  and  for  the  up-building 
of  Christ's  kingdom.  Though  conscious  of  our  weakness  and  im- 
perfections, we  heed  not  that.  Almighty  God  can  work  as  lie  works 
in  a  thousand  other  places,  without  the  aid  of  human  strength  and 
wisdom.  Our  Bible  tells  us  that  He  can  take  hold  of  a  worm,  and 
enable  it  to  thresh  the  mountains,  and  beat  them  small,  and  make  the 
hills  as  chaff.  We  need  a  heart  to  take  oar  weaknesses  to  our  God, 
and  seek  our  strength  in  Him. 
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All  the  reports  refer  to  the  fact,  that  there  is  a  felt  acknowledgment, 
more  marked,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other  period  of  the  history  of  our 
Church  in  this  country,  that  Christ  is  present  in  His  Church,  through 
the  means  of  grace.  By  comparing  the  statistics  of  the  different 
Classes  -with  those  of  sister  denominations,  it  will  be  found,  that  the 
number  of  baptisms,  and  of  additions  to  the  Church  by  confirmation, 
is  proportionally  greater  than  that  of  any  other  sister  denomination  of 
equal  strength  and  territory. 

The  labors  of  the  brethren  during  the  past  year  have  been  richly 
blessed,  and  many  have  been  brought  into  the  ark  of  safety,  when 
they  have  been  made  to  feel  the  moulding  and  sanctifying  influences  of 
that  grace  by  which  souls  are  saved.  Large  as  are  the  additions  by 
confirmation,  we  learn  that  the  injunction  of  our  Saviour,  "Feed  my 
lambs,"  has  not  been  disregarded.  The  tender  little  ones  have  re- 
ceived especial  attention,  and  the  several  reports  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact  that  pastors  and  people  have  faithfully  co-operated  in  this  inter- 
esting department  of  Christian  activity.  This  is  essential  to  the 
well-being  and  prosperity  of  the  Church.  It  is  truthfully  said,  "  The 
young  are  the  hope  of  the  Church.''  The  old  fathers,  like  the  leaves 
of  the  forest,  are  rapidly  falling  into  their  graves,  to  make  room  for 
others  to  follow  them  in  the  blessed  work  of  building  up  Christ's 
kingdom  on  earth.  Would  to  God  that  all  remembered  more  that 
they  are  knit  together  into  one  brotherhood  in  Christ;  that  all,  people 
as  well  as  pastors,  felt  that  they  had  need,  one  of  another,  and  all  had 
a  work  to  do,  to  edify  the  body  of  Christ;  for  the  obligation  of  pro- 
moting the  glory  of  God  is  not  confined  to  ministers  alone — for  this 
were  all  men  created—  this,  church  members  in  particular,  consecrated 
as  they  have  been  by  baptism  to  God,  should  promote  with  their  whole 
hearts,  their  whole  souls,  and  all  their  strength.  Did  Christian  pa- 
rents but  remember  their  duty  in  this  respect,  so  might  our  hands 
be  strengthened  by  one  another,  and  our  souls  helped  forward  in  their 
heavenly  course.    Thus  might  many  more  be  added  to  Christ's  kingdom. 

As  a  Church,  we  feel  the  force  and  necessity  of  the  Christian  sacra- 
ments; we  regard  them  to  be  the  presence,  and  power,  and  the  grace 
of  God  in  the  world.  But  we  are  also,  for  this  reason,  necessarily 
educational.  While  we  insist  upon  the  baptism  of  children — we  insist 
also  upon  the  communication  of  divine  knowledge,  upon  the  careful 
and  thorough  instruction  of  the  young,  not  only  in  the  doctrines, 
but  also  in  the  precepts,  in  the  rules  of  life  and  conduct,  enjoined 
upon  us  by  the  religion  of  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  important  that  we 
should  be  intelligent  Christians,  using  the  grace  of  God  aright; — 
for  we  know  that  the  sacraments  are  also  instruments  of  death,  instead 
of  life,  if  they  are  taken  without  faith  and  repentance,  or,  if  the 
grace  received  through  them,  as  the  golden  pipes  of  the  sanctuary,  is 
wasted  and  turned  to  no  account.  The  young  must  be  brought  to  put 
a  solemn  and  sober  estimate  on  the  precious  and  holy  gifts  of  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church,  that  they  may,  by  their  means,  advance  in  holi- 
ness, and  in  likeness  to  the  incarnate  Son  of  God. 
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In  this  view  of  the  case,  we  are  happy  to  report  an  increased  in- 
terest, and  an  enlarged  activity,  in  the  direction  of  the  catechetical 
instruction.  Most  of  the  reports  speak  of  large  numbers  of  the  young 
being  taken  from  the  class  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church.  And  as 
touching  the  propriety  and  practicability  of  this  mode  of  religious  opera- 
tion, we  have  failed  to  gather  from  the  different  Classical  reports,  that 
there  is  any  division  of  sentiment.  All  agree  on  this  point.  It  is  gene- 
rally felt  that  this  educational  system  of  religion  is  in  beautiful  accord 
with  our  system  of  doctrine  and  practice — that  there  is  a  power  in  it,  to 
becnst  a  substantial  and  reliable  faith  in  the  "words  of  eternal  life." 
'^  My  words,  they  are  spirit  and  they  are  life."  "  Sanctify  us  by  the 
truth;  Thy  Word,  O  God,  is  truth." 

There  is  another  feature  peculiarly  encouraging,  which  we  find  on 
the  face  of  some  of  the  reports;  and  that  is  the  growing  attention 
which  is  given  to  the  different  Christian  festivals,  which  mark  impor- 
tant epochs  in  the  history  of  our  redemption.  Christmas^  which  may 
fitly  be  called  the  festival  of  the  Father;  for  upon  that  day  the  Father 
sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world;  Ecuter^  which  may  fitly 
be  styled  the  festival  of  the  Son ;  for  upon  that  day  He  was  declared 
to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead; 
WhU-Sundai/^  which  is  most  truly  the  festival  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
Spirit  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son,  who  was  upon  that  day  shed 
abroad  from  heaven,  on  the  hearts  of  the  waiting  disciples,  at  Jerusa- 
lem; Trinity  Sunday^  the  crown  and  consummation  of  all — weaving 
these  three  glories  into  one  glory,  proclaiming  the^e  three  Persons  to 
be  but  one  God.  These  several  festivals  are  being  regarded  more  and 
more  as  holy  days,  and  are  regularly  observed  as  such,  not  only  by  the 
ministry,  but  also  by  the  laity. 

All  this  indicates  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  blessings  of  sal- 
vation and  of  the  manner  in  which  this  salvation  was  brought  about, 
and  in  the  renewed  observance  of  these  days,  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  present  generation  are  true  to  the  venerated  Fathers,  who  set 
them  this  worthy  and  noble  example.  How  can  it  be  otherwise,  but 
that  when  the  Chrbtian  thus  contemplates,  in  regular  season,  the  love 
of  the  Father  in  sending  His  Son  into  the  world — the  love  of  the  Son, 
as  especially  manifested  in  the  bitter  sufferings  and  cruel  passion  of 
the  cross.  His  power  in  overcoming  death,  and  rising  again,  thus  to 
restore  righteousness  and  life  to  the  believer;  and  how  can  it  but 
have  a  happy  effect  upon  the  spirit  and  life  of  every  such  Christian? 

The  reports  indicate  that  our  Church  is  growing  in  the  way  of  expan- 
sion. We  are  beginning  more  and  more  to  discover  and  possess  the 
territory  which  Providence  has  opened  to  us.  New  congregations  have 
been  organized,  new  churches  have  been  built,  and  hitherto  large  and 
unwieldy  charges  have  been  divided,  thus  inci easing  the  number  of 
charges.  In  this  way,  we  are  endeavoring,  in  a  measure,  to  atone  for 
the  neglect  of  past  years.  But  alas!  while  the  field  enlarges,  the 
number  of  laborers  has  not  increased  in  proportion.  Many  charges, 
and  among  these  some  of  the  most  important  in  the  Church,  are 
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without  pastors.  Our  activity  as  a  Church,  in  this  direction,  is  not, 
by  any  means,  commensurate  with  the  extent  and  importance  of  the 
vast  field  of  labor  specially  committed  to  our  care  and  cultivation. 
From  many  directions,  we  hear  the  cry,  "  Come  over  and  help  us/' 
Thousands  of  brethren,  of  the  same  household  of  faith  with  ourselves, 
are  hungering  and  thirsting  for  the  bread  and  water  of  life.  How 
shall  we  supply  them  ?  is  an  important  question.  To  meet  this  demand, 
it  is  unouestionably  necessary,  that  other  institutions,  in  the  shape 
of  parochial  and  classical  schools,  should  be  established,  that  oppor- 
tunities, in  the  way  ot  educational  advantages  should  be  increased,  that 
the  young  might  be  induced  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  solemnities 
of  the  gospel  ministry.  But  we  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact,  that 
the  large  majority  of  those  upon  whom  we  can  depend  for  our  ministry, 
are  from  among  the  poorer  and  middle  classes  of  society.  In  many 
instances,  the  desire  and  will  may  be  there,  but  the  means  are  wanting. 
These  means  must  be  provided  by  the  Church,  if  we  ever  expect  to 
accomplish  our  peculiar  mission  in  the  world. 

While  it  affords  us  pleasure,  therefore,  to  note  an  improvement  in 
the  benevolent  operations  of  our  Church — ^to  learn  of  largely  increased 
contributions  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ood  in  the  world — we  cannot  help  but  feel  that  there  is 
still  much  room  for  improvement.  Were  our  members  properly  inter- 
ested in  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  of  their  own  choice,  and  did 
they  fully  appreciate  the  blessings  of  grace  and  salvation,  as  enjoyed 
by  themselves,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  those  constant  appeals, 
made  to  them  in  the  interest  of  the  different  benevolent  operations  of 
the  Church.  Wealth,  in  unstinted  measure,  would  flow  into  the  diffe- 
rent treasuries,  and  interests  which  have  but  a  name  to  live,  would 
spring  up  into  a  new  life,  and  the  result  would  be  greatly  to  our 
prosperity,  and  to  the  glory  of  Grod.  We  need  system^  the  system  of 
the  apostolical  days.  "  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  let  every  one 
of  you  lay  by  him  in  store,  as  God  hath  prospered  him/'  May  the 
great  Head  of  the  Church  lead  us  to  see  the  importance  of  dedicating 
not  only  ourselves,  but  also  our  property,  to  His  service  and  praise. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  feel  that  we  have  great  reason  to 
be  thankful  to  the  Triune  God,  for  the  many  favors  bestowed  upon  ua 
during  the  past  year.  Many  souls  have  been  brought  to  Christ.  His 
kingdom  has  been  enlarged.  Let  us  thank  God,  take  courage,  labor 
earnestly  and  faithfully  in  His  strength,  and  to  the  praise  and  glory 
of  His  grace. 

Samuel  G.  Wagnbr,  Chair' n. 

For  Statistical  Reports,  see  Appendix. 

The  following  religious  exercises  wore  observed  during  the  sessions 
of  Synod : 

(1.)  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  reli- 
gious exercises. 

(2.)  Ou  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Rev. 


35 

Jacob  0.  Miller,  Gyros  Ck>rt,  Samael  H.  Reid,  Joseph  W.  Santee  and 
Elders  Radolph  F.  Kelker  and  G^rge  Cook,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee en  Religions  Exercises.  This  committee  announced  the  differ- 
ent appointments,  from  time  to  time,  which  were  approved. 

The  Religions  Exercises  required  by  a  standing  nue  of  Synod  were 
observed  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions,  in  the 
order  proposed  by  the  committee. 

They  were  introduced  by  the  singing  of  a  hymn  by  the  Rev.  Thorn- 
ton Butler,  of  North  Carolina,  which  was  followed  with  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  John  C.  Hensell,  of  Virginia.  Addresses  were  then  delivered 
by  the  Rev.  Isaac  G.  Brown,  of  Mercoisburg,  Pa.,  and  John  W. 
Ebbinghaus,  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  the  former  in  the  English  and  the 
)atter  in  the  German  language.  These  addresses  both  dwelt  more  or 
less  upon  the  subject  of  Christian  unity  and  sympathy,  and  were  ap- 
propriate and  forcible.  They  were  fpilowed  with  a  German  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Sechler. 

In  connection  with  these  exercises,  the  Rev.  Dietrich  Willers  made 
some  remarks  in  reference  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  whose 
death  had  been  previously  announced,  in  which  he  paid  an  affection- 
ate tribute  to  his  memory.  An  opportunity  was  also  afforded  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Bernard  C.  Wolff,  of  which  he  availed  himself,  to  make 
some  remarks  in  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  in  connection  with  which  he  read  very  interesting  letters 
irom  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Blodget  of  Northern  China,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Benjamin  Schneider  of  Aintab,  Syria. 

^3.)  The  several  other  appointments  made  by  the  committee  on 
Religious  Exercises  were  filled  by  the  persons  named. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

I.  REPORTS  OF  THE  BOARDS  OF  TRUSTEES  AND  VISITORS. 

(a.)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Theological  Seminary : 

To  tJie  St/nod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren: 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  was  held  at  Mercersburg,  October  4th,  1866.  A*  goodly 
number  of  the  members  were  present,  and  a  lively  interest  manifested 
in  the  business  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Board. 
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The  financial  condition  of  tbe  Seminary  remains  very  good,  as  the 
Treasurer's  account  will  show. 

The  Board  found  it  necessary  to  incur  a  much  larger  expense 
in  repairs  done  to  Professor  Higbee's  house  than  was  anticipated. 
Owing  to  a  defective  foundation,  the  greater  portion  of  the  walls  of 
the  front  building  had  to  be  taken  down,  and  in  consequence,  much 
of  the  old  wood-work  had  to  be  replaced.  With  these  necessary 
improvements,  the  building  is  now  both  comfortable  and  substantial. 
The  prevailing  Tigh  price  of  building  material  and  labor  added  much 
to  the  cost  of  repairs.  The  whole  expense  incurred  in  this  way,  and 
for  other  purposes,  after  deducting  proceeds  of  old  materials  sold, 
was  about  $2200.  On  the  score  of  economy,  as  well  as  credit  and 
comfort,  the  dwelling  of  Dr.  Harbaugh,  and  the  Seminary  building 
proper  require  considerable  additional  outlay  to  make  them  what 
the  Church  expect  them  to  be.  Of  the  debts  incurred  for  repairs, 
$1282.87  has  been  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board.  Synod  is 
respectfully  requested  to  make  provision  for  defraying  the  expenses 
contemplated  in  the  foregoing  recommendations,  as  well  as  to  meet 
remaining  liabilities  already  incurred. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Schaff,  this  Board  solicits  Synod  to 
take  action  concerning  the  books  placed  by  him  in  the  Theological 
Library;-  either  to  accept  them  as  a  donation  of  a  specified  value,  or 
to  allow  the  Dr.  to  withdraw  them  from  the  Library. 

This  Board  urges  the  propriety  of  consolidating  the  funds  of  the 
Seminary  as  much  as  possible,  in  order  to  save  trouble  in  keeping 
accounts,  and  to  simplify  the  Treasurer's  annual  report. 

D.  W.  GROSS,  President. 
GEO.  COOK,  Secretary, 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

To  Hie  Board  of  Tnutees  of  the  Theological   Seminary  of  German 

Reformed  Church. 

Gentlemen  : 

It  affords  your  Treasurer  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  finances 
of  the  Seminary  have  continued,  during  the  past  year,  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  The  income  from  the  invested  funds  has  paid  the  salaries 
of  the  professors,  which  are  now  $400  per  annum  more  than  for- 
merly, without  drawing  on  the  Tercentenary  Fund,  and  left  a  surplus 
of  $209.42.  This,  with  the  balance  of  last  year,  amounting  to 
$746,  has  been  expended  as  ordered  by  Synod,  iu  making  repairs. 
The  Bank  dividends  have  yielded  again  an  unusually  large  income, 
though  pot  so  large  as  last  year. 

The  Plainfield  Bond  principal  in  the  Treasury  last  year,  and  $75 
more,  has  been  invested ;  $300  in  the  Lebanon  Bank  and  $100  in 
the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Philadelphia. 
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The  income  from  the  Theological  Tutorship,  after  paying  the 
Tutors'  Salary,  leaves  a  balance  of  $27.  Of  the  amount  paid  this 
year,  $100  has  been  paid  Rev.  William  M.  Reily,  for  quarter  ending 
October  1,  1864. 

The  Treasurer  has  received  on  the  Synodical  appointment  $89.19. 

The  Tercentenary  Fund  amounted  last  year  to  $15,653.62.  There 
have  been  received  this  year  $980.87,  which,  with  the  accruing  in- 
terest, makes  the  whole  amount,  after  deducting  $210.30  paid  for 
premium  and  accrued  interest  in  making  investments  $17,570.16. 

The  Library  Fund  has  been  increased  $112.50;  amounting  to 
$1,350,  which  has  been  invested. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  B.  WINGERD,   Treasurer. 

Theological  Seminary  in  Account  with  A.  B.  Wingerd,  Treasurer, 
/ram  October  1,  1865,  to  October  1,  1866. 

CR. 

By  Amount  on  Plainfield  Bonds $174  50 

I  Dividends  and  Interest. 

Kieffer  Fund, $570  00 

Keller  Fund, 300  00 

Peter  Cook  Fund, 81  32 

Bank  Dividends, 1387  60 

Sundry  Investments  and  Amounts, 29 1  00 

2629  92 

Principal  of  Plainfield  Bonds, 

Adam  Haderman, 25  00 

Miscellaneous. 

Balance  from  last  year, 746  00 

DR.  3575  42 

To  Cash  paid  Dr.  H.  Harbaugh, $1,200  00 

"    Professor  E.  E.  Higbee, 1,200  00 

"     Permanently  invested, ; 50  00 

«     Treasurer's  Salary 100  00 

"     Postage  and  Stationery, 15  00 

"     Insurance  and  Attorney  Fees, 15  00 

"     Klopp  Legacy 40*00 

"    paid  on  Repairs, 955  42 

-$3^575j42 

Synodical  Apportionment. ' 

CR. 

By  Cash  received, $89  19   " 

Balance  from  last  year 584  87 

$674  06 
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To  Amount  paid  Br  Oerhart, 

"     On  College  Note  now  cancelled,. 
Balance  in  Treasury, 


Theological  TutartJiip. 
CR. 

Bj  Interest  on  Investmenta, 

"  Principal  Received, 

DR. 

To  Salary  paid  Professor  Kerschner, $400  00 

"  Interest  paid  Dr.  Schaff, 33  00 

"  Principal  Invested, 500  00 

**  Paid  Rev.  William  M.  Reily, 100  00 

Balance  in  Treasury, 27  00 


$584  87 
89  19 

$674  06 

$560  00 
500  00 

$1060  00 

$1060  00 


Tercentenary  Fund,  - 
CR. 

By  Amount  in  Treasury, $15,653  62 

Received  this  year. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Hiester,  Annville, $     1  50 

Mr.  H.  P.  Buck  and  family, 2  50 

Charles  Santee,  Esq., 50  00 

Rev.  Wm.  H.  Groh,  Susquehanna  Classis, 205  47 

Rev.  H.  Wiegandt, do do 100  00 

Rev.  F.  J.  Mohr, do do 35  00 

Brownback's  Church, 4  00 

Rev.  C.  H.  Leinbach, 3  00 

Fifth  Church,  PhUadelphia, 3  50 

Race  street  Congregation,  Philadelphia, 24  50 

Mr.  D.  W.  Gross,  Harrisburg  Congregation,...  551  40 

980  87 

Interest  Received  this  year, 935  67 

DR.  $17,570  16 


To  Amount  Invested, $15,653  62 

Premiums  and  Accrued  Interests  Paid; 210  30 

Balance  in  Treasury, 1,706  24 

$17,570  16 

Library  Fund. 
CR. 

By  Amount  in  Treasury, $1,250  00 

Executor  of  the  Estate  of  Rev  Dr.  Gerhart, 

Rev.  Isaac  Gerhart, 100  00 

Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner, 12  50 

Interest  received, 150  00 

$1,512  50 
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To  Principal  Invested, $1,362  50 

Interest  paid  Professors, 75  00 

Balance  in  Treasury, 75  00 

>1,512  50 

(6.)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Vuiiors. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
tlie  Theological  Seminary : 

To  the  Syyiod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church :   • 

DsAR  Brethren  : — The  Board  of  Visitors  organized,  after  their 
election  at  last  Synod,  hy  the  choice  of  Rev.  T.  Gr.  Apple  as  President, 
W.  E.  Krebs,  Secretary,  and  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 

They  held  th^ir  annual  meeting  in  Mercersburg  on  the  15th  of 
3Iay  last.  All  the 'members  were  present  but  two.  At  this  time, 
the  examinations  in  the  Seminary  were  held.  The  students  of  the 
three  classes  were  examined  consecutively  in  Dogmatics,  History  of 
Dogmas,  Church  History,  and  Hebrew.  Besides  these  departments, 
on  which  alone  they  were  examined,  they  also  diligently  pursued 
the  various  branches  of  Practical  and  Exegetical  Theology.  The 
Board  has  determined  to  meet  hereafter  earlier  in  the  week,  in  order 
to  have  time  sufficient  to  examine  the  students  in  all  the  branches 
pursued  during  the  year.  The  examinations  proved  satisfactory. 
They  showed  great  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  appli- 
cation on  the  part  of  the  taught. 

The  students  have  carried  on  their  Theological  Society,  meeting 
on  every  Saturday  forenoon  for  that  purpose.  Divine  Service  is  held 
every  Sunday,  afternoon,  in  the  Seminary  Chapel,  in  which  the  Pro- 
fessors' &milies,  the  Faculty  and  students  of  Mercersburg  College, 
and  some  citizens  of  town  habitually  join.  Morning  and  evening 
prayers  are  also  had  every  day  of  the  week,  besides  which,  a  regular 
meeting  for  prayer  is  kept  up  by  the  students  themselves  every  Wed- 
nesday evening.  Regularity,  good  order,  and  Christian  deportment 
have,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  Faculty,  characterized  their 
conduct  during  the  entire  year. 

The  number  of  students  in  attendance  during  the  year  is  twenty- 
three,  viz. :  Dt  rius  W.  Gerhard,  John  A.  HofFheins,  J.  Spangler 
Kieffer,  Erasuus  H.  Dieffenbacher,  Frederick  Pilgram,  Joseph  H. 
Schllippig,  and  Amandus  F.  Ziegler,  of  the  Senior  class ;  Josiah  J. 
Pennypacker,  L.  Kryder  Evans,  Samuel  A.  Leinbach,  John  Van 
Haagen,  And'ew  J.  Bowers,  William  A.  Haas,  Lewis  D.  Steckel, 
Jeremiah  S.  Hess,  Daniel  M.  Wolf,  and  Dewalt  S.  Fouse,  of  the 
Middle  class;  T.  Frank  Hoffmeier,  8.  Schweizer,  T.  Oliver  Stem, 
C.  P.  Baker,  William  Beaver,  and  H.  F.  Keener,  of  the  Junior 
class. 
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The  annual  commencemeQt  was'  held  in  Mercershnrg  on  the  eve- 
ning  of  the  16th  of  May  last,  when  the  Senior  class,  having  completed 
the  regular  course  of  studies,  were  dismissed  and  recommended  for 
Licensure.  Messrs.  Evans,  Van  Haagen,  and  Hess,  obtained  leave 
of  absence,  and  went  to  Europe  in  the  fall  of  1865,  with  the  view 
of  continuing  their  studies  in  German  Universities.  Mr.  Bowers  left 
with  the  same  view  in  February,  1866. 

Owing  to  causes  beyond  their  control,  the  Board,  as  appointed 
by  the  Synod,  has  not  yet  inaugurated  Rev.  Prof.  Higbee  in  the 
Professorship  to  which  h(9  was  elected,  and  which  he  now  fills.  But 
at  their  last  annual  meeting,  the  Board  appointed  Bev  Thomas  G. 
Apple,  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Schneck,  and  Amos  H.  Kremer,  a  cgmmit- 
tee  to  attend  to  that  duty.  The  Board  have  also  succeeded  in  re- 
taining the  services  of  Jacob  B.  Kershner,  A.  M.,  as  Tutor  for 
another  year;  so  that  the  teaching  force  of  the  Seminary  is  kept  up 
to  its  usual  standard.  In  view  of  the  continued  high  prices,  and 
at  the  earnest  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  we  respect- 
fully recommend  to  Synod  the  increasing  of  the  Waries  of  the  Pro- 
fessors to  $1,500  each,  and  that  of  the  Tutor  to  $800. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

T.  G.  APPLE,  President, 
,  W.  E.  KREBS,  Secretary, 

Synopsis  of  Treasurer's  Report. 

Board  of  Education  of  tJie  German  Reformed  Church  in  Account 

with  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 

CR. 

By  Balance  in  Treasury  October  21, 1866 $1,580  31 

By  Gash  received  from  East  Pennsylvania  Classis 453  00 

"  "         Zion's  Classis'. 234  23 

"  "         Lebanon  Classis 79  08 

«  "         Maryland  Classis 141  20 

"  "         Philadelphia  Classis 711  79 

"  "         Mercersburg  Classis 188  75 

"  *'         Goshenhoppen  Classis 37  00 

"  "         West  New  Fork  Classis 3  25 

"  '*         Li^caster  Classis 50  00 

"  "         Clarion  Classis 6  75 

"  "         East  Susquehanna  Classis 120  57 

"  "         West  Susquehanna  Classis 366  ^Q 

"  *«         Miscellaneous 23  00 

"  "        Interest  and  Dividends 173  90 

$4,169  49 
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To  Cash  paid  Beneficiaries  of  Classis  of  East  PcDnsylvania  $475  00 

"                     "                «          Zion's 120  00 

"                     "                 *'          Lebanon 100  00 

"                    "                 «          Philadelpbia 945  00 

"                     "                 "          Mercereburg 350  00 

"                     "                 "          Goshenboppen 87  00 

'«                    "                "          St.  Paul's 250  00 

"                     "                 "          West  Susquebanna.  366  66 

7  3-10  Bond  and  Interest 625  50 

Balance  in  Treasury 950  33 

$4,169  49 
I  have  examined  tbe  Account  of  tbe  Treasurer  witb  tbe  voucbers 
and  find  it  correct,  leaving  a  balance  in  tbe  bands  of  tbe  Treasurer 
of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  tbirty-tbree  cents. 

New  York,  October  20,  1866.  JACOB  HASSLER. 

ir.   BEPORT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE  ON  THE  THEOLOGICAL   SEMINARY. 

Tbe  Committee  on  tbeTbeological  Seminary,  to  wbom  was  referred 
the  foregoing  reports,  submitted  their  report.  It  was  received ,  taken 
up  item  by  item,  amended  and  then  adopted.  Tbe  report,  as  adopted, 
is  as  follows : 

Tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Theological  Seminary  would  beg  leave  to 
offer  tbe  following  report: 

1.   The  Report  ofthi  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary. 

From  this  report  we  learn,  that  tbe  regular  meeting  of  the  Board 
was  attended  by  a  goodly  number  of  members,  who  manifested  a  lively 
interest  in  tbe  business  claiming  their  attention. 

Last  year  the  Synod  directed  the  Board  to  make  repairs  on  Prof. 
Higbee's  house,  to  the  amount  of  $1,000.  It  seems,  however,  from 
this  report,  that  a  much  larger  amount  than  this  was  necessary,  and 
was  expended  on  these  repairs.  Owing  to  tbe  defective  foundation, 
and  the  bad  condition  of  tbe  wood  work  of  the  ^ont  of  the  building, 
tbe  whole  of  the  front  had  to  be  taken  out  and  rebuilt.  This  work, 
together  with  some  other  repairs,  cost  $2,200.  Of  this  amount  about 
$1,200  have  been  paid,  leaving  about  $1,000  still  unpaid,  for  which 
the  Synod  is  asked  to  make  provision,  and  also  for  some  repairs  which 
ought  yet  to  be  made,  both  on  the  score  of  credit  and  of  eoonomy,  on 
Dr.  Harbaugh's  bouse  and  the  Seminary  building. 

The  Synod  is  also  requested  by  the  Board  to  take  action  concern- 
ing tbe  books  placed  by  Dr.  Schaff  in  the  Theologioal  Library;  either 
to  accept  them  as  a  donation  of  a  specified  value,  or  to  allow  him  to 
withdraw  them  from  the  Library. 

Tbe  question  of  the  consolidation  of  the  funds  of  the  Seminary  into 
one  general  fund,  so  as  to  lessen  the  labors  and  simplify  tbe  accounts 
and  reports  of  the  Treasurer,  is  also  urged  by  the  Board  upon  tbe  con- 
sideration of  Synod. 
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The  Treasurer's  report  represents  the  finances  of  the  Seminary  as 
being  in  a  sound  and  flourishing  condition.  During  the  year  8400 
were  realized  on  Plainfield  bonds,  which  amount  was  reinvested  in 
Bank  stocks. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  statements  and  requests,  your  Committee 
would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved^  1.  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  be  in- 
structed to  pay  the  balance  still  due  on  repairs  made  on  Prof.  Higbee's 
house  from  the  current  funds  of  the  Seminary. 

2.  That  the  same  Board  be  also  instructed  for  the  present,  to  make 
only  the  most  necessary  repairs  on  Dr.  Harbaugh's  house  and  the 
Seminary  building. 

3.  That  the  Treasurer  o^  the  Theological  Seminary  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  pay  Rev.  Dr.  Schaff  $300  for  books  over  and  above 
his  Tercentenary  donation  of  about  800  volumes  to  the  Library  of  the 
Theological  Seminary. 

4.  That  the  question  of  consolidation  of  the  funds  of  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  be  postponed  till  the  next  Synod,  and  that  the  Board 
be  requested  to  inquire,  in  the  mean  time,  into  the  legality  of  con- 
solidating the  respective  funds. 

2.   The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

From  this  report  we  learn,  that  this  Board  has  faithfully  discharged 
its  duties  during  the  past  year.  It  attended  upon  the  examination  of 
the  students,  which  they  report  as  having  been  satisfactory  to  them, 
both  in  respect  of  students  and  Professors. 

The  number  of  students  iuithe  Seminary  during  the  year  is  twenty- 
three,  of  whom  four  went  to  Europe,  with  the  view  of  pfosecuting 
their  studies  in  Oerman  Universities,  at  their  own  expense. 

This  Board  also  report,  that  they  were  prevented,  by  causes  beyond 
their  control,  from  inaugurating  Kev.  Prof.  Higbee  into  the  Profes- 
sorship, to  which  he  was  elected  by  the  Synod  of  last  year,  which  they 
were  directed  to  attend  to  by  this  Synod.  Arrangements,  however, 
have  been  made  to  have  this  matter  attended  to  in  a  short  time. 

This  Board  also  report,  that  they  have  succeeded  in  retaining  the 
services  of  Licentiate  Jacob  B.  Kershner,  A.  M.,  as  Tutor  for  another 
year. 

In  view  of  the  continued  high  prices,  and  at  the  earnest  recommen- 
dation of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  this  Board  also  recommend  to  Synod 
the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  Professors,  and  of  the  Tutor  of  the 
Seminary. 

This  Board  has  also  under  its  care  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Educa- 
tion. The  Treasurer  of  this  fund  reports  that  its  finances  are  in  a 
good  condition.  During  the  year  $500  were  invested,  and  there  is 
still  a  balance  of  $950.39  in  the  treasury. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  action  of  the  Board,  whereby  it  succeeded  in 
retaining  the  services  of  the  present  Tutor  for  another  year,  be  ap- 
proved. 
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2.  That  the  salary  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harbaagh  be  raised  to  $1,500, 
that  of  Prof.  E.  Higbee  to  $1,300,  and  that  of  the  Tutor  to  8600. 

3.  That  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  education  be  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  several  Classes,  so  that  the  contributions  to  this  worthy 
object  may  be  largely  increased. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Beck,  Chairman. 

In  oonnection  with  the  action  of  Synod  on  this  report,  the  action  of 
the  last  annual  Synod,  consolidating  the  Tercentary  and  Theological 
Tatorship  Funds,  as  requested  by  the  New  York  Classis,  was  recon- 
sidered.    The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted : 

Resoloed,  That  the  Tutorship  Scheme  be  revived  and  carried  out 
in  good  faith. 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Visitors  be  requested  to  make  a  nomi- 
nation for  a  Travelling  Tutor  to  the  Synod  at  its  next  annual  sessions. 

nX  ELECTION  OF  THE  BOARDS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINART. 

The  following  persons  were  chosen  members  of  the  Boards  of  Trus- 
tees, and  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary : 

Board  of  Trmtees. — George  Besore,  Henry  Ruby,  Joshua  Hotter, 
David  Zeller,  Greorge  Cook,  Daniel  W.  Gross,  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Adam 
B.  Wingerd,  Martin  Rickenbaugh,  James  Cushwa,  Stephen  B.  Kieffer, 
John  W.  Coon,  John  Mc  Dowell,  William  Heyscr,  John  Zeller,  Sa- 
muel B.  Snively,  David  M.  Martin,  and  David  C.  Hammond. 

Board  of  Vinitorsy — Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Amos  H.  Kremer, 
Charles  F.  MoCauley,  Jacob  Hassler,  Thomas  G.  Apple,  Joseph  W. 
Santee,  Benjamin  Bausman,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Schneck, 
Walter  E.  Krebs,  Peter  S.  Davis,  and  William  Goodrich. 

IV.    MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS   RELATING   TO   THE  THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINART. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  conduct 
the  suit  against  the  estate  of  Ex-Sheriff  Duncan,  of  York  county,  Pa., 
and  adopted: 

The  committee  to  prosecute  the  suit  against  the  heirs  of  Ex-sheriff, 
of  York  Co.,  report. 

That  they  have  concluded  their  labors, — that  the  suit  is  settled, — 
and  your  committee  hold,  as  the  result  of  Synod's  claim  in  the  case,  one 
thousand  dollars  ($1,000^,  which  is  now  at  the  disposal  of  the  Synod. 

Your  committee  wouia  suggest,  that  this  amount  be  paid  over  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Mayer  Fund,  for  increasing  the  Theological  Li- 
brary. And  then  that  said  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  over  what 
he  now  has,  together  with  the  $1,000,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  Patristic 
Libraiy. 

Further,  your  committee  suggest  that  the  Stated  Clerk,  by  letter, 
return  the  sincere  thanks  of  this  Synod  to  John  L.  Mayer,  Esq.,  and 
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other  counsel  of  York,  for  tbeir  generous  kindness  in  attending  to  said 
suit  for  many  years — to  its  happj  conclusion — without  any  charge. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  Chairman, 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  tender  their  sincere  thanks  to  the  Rer. 
Jacob  O.  Miller,  for  his  persevering  and  efficient  labors  in  bringing 
the  Library  suit  to  a  successful  termination. 

Resolved,  That  the  purchase  of  the  Patristic  Library  provided  for 
in  the  report  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller,  be  referred  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Philip  Schaff,  and  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  him  for  his 
generous  offer  to  make  up  the  deficit  there  may  be  in  the  funds  to 
cover  the  cost  of  such  purchase. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  "Mayer  Fund"  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Mayer  Fund,  to  increase  the  Theological  Li- 
brary, reports  as  follows : 

Amount  reported  at  the  Synod  of  Frederick,  $28.00 

Received  Interests,  11.04 

From  other  sources,  40.00 

Respectfully  submitted,  $79.04 

J.  0.  Miller,  Treasurer. 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  its  last  annual  sessions, 
to  open  a  correspondence  with  individuals,  institutions,  &o.,  in  Ger- 
many and  Switzerland,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  1865, 
to  correspond  with  individuals,  institutions,  and  ecclesiastical  bodies 
in  Germany  and  Switzerland,  in  order  to  procure  pious  young,  men 
of  the  Reformed  faith  to  labor  in  the  ministry  among  the  Germans  in 
America,  in  the  service  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  respectfully 
report  as  follows : 

The  committee  held  two  meetings  during  the  year;  one  during  the 
sessions  of  Synod  at  Lewisburg,  when  the  Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart  was 
appointed  Chairman,  and  the  Rev.  John  Knelling  Secretary,  and  the 
work  of  correspondence  was  distributed  among  the  different  members; 
and  the  other  on  the  13th  of  April,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  committed,  the  Chairman  and  Se- 
cretary met  and  adopted  a  basis  of  correspondence,  which  was  after- 
wards submitted  and  agreed  to  by  the  other  members.  This  basis 
includes  the  following  particulars : 

1.  The  Synod  desires  young  men  from  pious  families,  of  respectable 
standing;  of  good  natural  parts;  of  decidedly  Christian  character; 
and  of  the  Reformed  faith,  who  are  willing  to  devote  themselves  to 
the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  America. 


45 

2.  YouDg  men  who  have  at  least  a  good  common  education ;  and, 
if  possible,  such  as  have  read  Latin  and  Qreek  as  far  as  Virgil  and 
Xenophon. 

3.  These  young  men  are  to  complete  their  preparation  for  the 
ministry  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  or  the  College  and  Seminary  in 
this  country;  and,  whenever  practicable,  to  pursue  the  regular  course 
of  study  in  both  Institutions. 

The  committee  agreed  also  to  solicit  conferences  and  societies  in 
Europe  to  assist  this  Synod,  by  collecting  and  remitting  funds  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  these  young  men  while  pursuing  their  classical 
and  theological  studies. 

On  this  basis  the  committee  has  opened  correspondence  with  St. 
Chrischona  and  the  Mission  House  at  Basel,  with  the  Church  in  Wup- 
pcrthal,  and  the  Pastoral  Conferences  in  Germany  and  Switzerland. 

The  committee  has  received  replies  from  ministers  and  Institutions, 
manifesting  a  lively  interest  in  the  progress  of  our  missionary  work 
among  the  foreign  Germans  in  America,  and  a  readiness  to  co-operate 
with  us,  particularly  by  selecting  and  sending  young  men*  of  approved 
character;  but  they  have  not  been  able,  during  the  past  year,  to  come 
to  our  aid  to  the  extent  that  we  had  expected.  One  young  man,  who 
completed  the  course  of  study  in  the  Mission  House  at  Basel,  and  is 
ordained,  arrived  a  few  weeks  ago.  His  name  is  John  Yoegelin.  The 
committee  has  advised  him  to  enter  the  Seminary  for  six  months,  in 
order  to  become  somewhat  acquainted  with  American  life  before  en- 
tering upon  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry.  Synod  is  requested 
to  examine  his  credentials,  and  place  him  under  the  care  of  some 
Classis. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  to  Synod  to  continue  this  corres- 
pondence, as  we  believe  it  will,  without  doubt,  result  in  securing  an 
accession  of  efficient  me^)  to  the  ranks  of  the  ministry. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  V.  Gerhart,  Chairman. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Voegelin  referred  to  in  the  above  report,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  special  meeting  held  in  Philadel- 
phia, on  April  last,  to  correspond  with  the  Rev.  I)r.  Philip  Scbaff  in 
reference  to  his  resuming  his  connection  with  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Mercersburg,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  late  Special  Synod  in  Philadelphia 
to  correspond  with  the  Rbv.  I)r.  Schafp  on  the  subject  of  his  nomi- 
nation for  re-election  to  the  Second  Professorship  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  respectfully  report. 

That  they  have  attended  to  this  duty,  but  regret  that  Dr.  Schapp, 
af\er  long  and  serious  consideration,  has  felt  himself  constrained  to 
decline  the  overture  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  presented  to  his 
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attention.  He  cannot  see  how  he  could  properly  leave  his  present 
field  of  usefulness,  for  an  appointment  that  would  bind  him  perma- 
nently  to  Mercersburg.  "I  might  perhaps,"  he  says,  "retain  my  re- 
sidence in  New  York,  and  spend  two  or  three  months  every  year  in 
the  Seminary;  and  I  would  seriously  entertain  such  a  proposition  if 
the  way  were  open  for  it.  But  I  have  no  idea  that  Synod  would  be 
satisfied  with  a  mere  lectureship,  nor  would  it  be  justifiable  in  me  to 
hold  out  inducements  of  a  future  acceptance  of  a  full  call,  depending 
on  the  execution  of  plans  of  consolidation  now  entertained,  which 
would  probably  remove  the  causes  that  induced  me  to  withdraw  from 
my  professorship.  In  view  of  these  considerations,  I  think  it  best  to 
decline  being  a  candidate  fur  re-election  at  the  next  Synod.  I  do  this 
reluctantly;  for  my  heart  is  just  as  much  attracted  to  my  former  work, 
and  my  friends  in  the  German  Reformed  Church,  as  ever,  and  I  would 
gladly  make  some  sacrifices  to  be  nearer  them,  and  to  co-operate  with 
them,  if  I  could  feel  it  my  duty  to  do  so.  But,  for  the  present,  my 
duty  is  plainly  here." 

J.  W.  Nevin,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  received,  and  together  with  the  action  of  the  Synod 
at  its  last  annual  sessions  in  reference  to  filling  the  vacant  German 
Professorship,  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Philip  Schaff,  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  George  W.  Aughinbaugh,  and 
Elders  John  Wiest  and  Joseph  Laubach.  This  committee  submitted 
the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  German  Professorship  in  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  having  ascertained  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Special  Synod  in  Philadelphia,  that  Dr.  Schaff  has 
declined  a  re-election  at  this  time,  and  that  our  German  brethren 
would  prefer  a  professor  of  thorough  German  University  training  and 
established  reputation  for  theological  scholarship,  respectfully  suggest, 
as  the  safest  way  to  secure  this  end,  the  propriety  of  sending  a  dele- 
gation to  Germany,  with  instructions  to  secure  the  best  candidate  or 
candidates  for  the  election  of  Synod  at  its  next  annual  meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Philip  Schaff,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  received,  and  after  some  discussion,  the  considera- 
tion of  it  was  postponed  until  the  next  annual  meeting.     It  was  also 

Resolvedy  ■  That  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Seminary  be  autho- 
rized to  make  temporary  provision  for  the  German  Theological  Pro- 
fessorship during  the  present  Synodical  Tear.     It  was  further 

Besohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  records 
of  Synod,  and  ascertain  which  Professorship  was  intended  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  German  Professorship,  to  report  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Synod.  The  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  Jacob  0. 
Miller,  William  K.  Zieber,  and  Elders  George  Cook  and  David  Esch- 
bach,  constitute  this  committee. 
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The  Classis  of  LdMiDon,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mii^ates 
of  Classes,  requested  Synod  to  adopt  measares,  to  have  all  delinquent 
beneficiaries  refund,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  funds  received  by  them 
from  the  Board  of  Education.     In  reference  to  this  request,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  be  directed  to  adopt  effi- 
cient measures  to  secure  the  reimbursement  of  moneys  appropriated  to 
sach  beneficiaries,  no  longer  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  as  are  not 
engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry  in  our  Church. 

The  same  Classis,  as  reported  by  the  same  Committee,  also  re- 
quested Synod  to  take  measures  to  require  all  beneficiaries  to  conform 
to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  that  have  been  or  may  be  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  the  different  Classes,  and  that  Synod  re- 
vise its  entire  system  of  Beneficiary  Education.  In  reference  to  this 
request,  it  was 

Besoloeil,  That  the  different  Classes  be  requested  to  exercise  greater 
watchfulness  over  the  beneficiaries  of  their  own  selection,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Beneficiary  Education  be  requested  to  enforce  its  rules 
strictly. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  following  statement  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Statea. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Brethren: — With  the  return  of  the  season  of 
your  annual  sessions,  the  Eastern  members  of  the  ^' Board  of  Home 
Missions''  feel  themselves  impelled  by  the  force  of  the  pleasant 
though  laborious  usage  of  past  years,  to  render  to  your  Rev.  body 
the  customary  report  of  their  operations.  PersonaJly  the  same  a.s 
under  the  previous  organization,  they  find  it  difficult  to  realize  that 
their  former  official  relations  to  the  Parent  Synod  of  the  Church  and 
Board  have  been  changed,  since  your  last  meeting.  It  is  gratifying 
to  them,  also,  to  believe,  that  you  will  fully  reciprocate  these  feelings. 

Although,  therefore,  the  formal  character  of  our  present  communi- 
cation will  necessarily  difier  from  that  of  the  regular  reports  hereto- 
fore rendered,  we  ask  the  privilege,  in  the  name  of  the  General  Board 
as  it  is  now  constituted,  of  continuing  in  this  informal  manner  our 
correspondence  with  your  Rev.  body,  of  recognizing  3'our  claim  to  a 
stated  account  of  our  proceedings  and  condition,  and  of  being  still 
recognised  by  you  as  entitled  to  your  parental  solicitude  and  fostering 
care. 
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ViTst  of  all,  we  beg  leave  to  report,  that,  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
structioDS  and  the  authority  given  bj  the  Synod  of  Lewisburg,  the 
union  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Boards  of  Domestic  Missions  was 
consummated  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
month  of  November,  1865.  At  the  same  time,  all  the  documents  and 
assets  of  your  Board  were  duly  transferred  to  the  new  organization, 
and  such  alterations  were  made  in  the  Constitution  as  the  change  of 
organization  demanded. 

The  new  Board  adopted  as  its  title,  <*The  Board  of  Home  Missions 
of  the  Creneral  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church." 

By  the  act  of  consolidation  the  number  of  Missions  brought  under 
the  care  of  the  General  Board  was  not  very  largely  increased,  the 
larger  portion  having  belonged  previously  to  the  particular  Board  of 
your  Synod.  At  your  last  meeting  fifty -two  missions  were  reported 
as  connected  with  the  Eastern  Board.  By  the  union  of  the  two 
Boards  fifteen,  were  added  to  this  number.  Since  the  union  four- 
teen  new  missions  have  been  assumed.  During  the  same  period  ten 
have  become  self-sustaining  charges,  or  for  reasons  deemed  sufficient, 
have  been  suspended.  Among  the  former  are  Louisville,  Ky.,  Ap- 
pleton,  Wisconsin,  and  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa.  There  are  consequently 
seventy-one  missions  under  our  care  at  the  present  time.  But  if  our 
means  permitted  it,  this  number  might  and  should  be  greatly  increased 
at  once.  In  the  far  West  many  inviting  fields  are  waiting  for  our  help, 
and  should  be  occupied  without  delay.  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Council 
Bluflfs,  and  numerous  other  flourishing  towns,  rapidly  growing  into 
large  centres  of  moral  influence,  are  reaching  out  their  hands  towards 
us,  and  imploring  spiritual  assistance,  2^  well  as  presenting  points 
where  congregations  might  be  speedily  organized,  and  by  assuming 
which,  we  could  greatly  extend  our  borders,  and  serve  the  interests  of 
the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  department  of  *' Church  Extension,"  more  has  been  done  by 
the  Board  during  the  past  year,  than  ever  before.  We  are  compelled 
to  add,  however,  that  it  has  been  done  under  greater  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments than  were  ever  previously  experienced  by  the  Executive 
Committee.  From  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  such  a  department  in 
our  general  operations,  many  needy  congregations,  and  indeed,  some 
which  might  probably  have  the  means  of  building  their  own  church 
edifices,  appear  to  have  assumed  that  abundant  funds  must  be  at  our 
command  to  enable  us  to  respond  favorably  to  every  appeal.  Unhap- 
pily, the  accompanying  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Church 
Extension  Fund  will  show,  that  whilst  the  scheme  contemplates  ex- 
tensive operations,  the  means  actually  at  our  command  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly  limited.  Even  the  amount  demanded  by  special  obligations 
laid  upon  the  Board  by  Synodical  pledges  has  not  been  half  realized. 
And  we  respectfully  beg  the  particular  attention  of  your  Rev.  body 
to  facts  connected  with  this  point,  as  set  forth  in  the  report  to  which 
reference  has  just  been  made. 
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Attention  must  also  be  asked  to  a  similar  discrepancy  between  the 
contributions  actually  received  for  the  general  work  of  the  Board, 
and  the  sum  proposed  by  the  Synod  of  Lewlsburg,  as  the  lowest  mark 
of  our  efforts  in  the  Eastern  section  of  our  Church  during  the  year 
now  closed.  For  facts  bearing  upon  this  point  you  are  respectfully 
referred  to  the  accompanying  statement  of  tne  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Synod, 
seconded  by  your  Bev.  body  last  year,  the  Rev.  L.  D.  Leberman  was 
appointed  a  General  Agent  of  the  Board,  under  the  title  of  Corres- 
ponding Secretary.  His  duties  require  him  to  visit  the  churches, 
present  the  claims  of  our  work,  endeavor  to  increase  or  awaken  an 
interest  in  the  cause,  and  to  obtain  contributions  in  its  behalf  Brother 
I^eberman  has  been  zealously  prosecuting  these  duties  since  April  l,of 
the  present  year.  Hb  efforts  thus  far  have  been  chiefly  confined  to 
the  limits  of  Lebanon  and  East  Pennsylvania  Classes,  and  have  been 
attended  with  very  encouraging  success.  We  have  no  doubt  that  this 
Synod  will  cordially  commend  his  work,  and  aid  him  with  its  favor  and 
oo-operation. 

The  General  Board  begs  leave,  also,  to  request  you  to  renew  your 
recommendation  to  the  several  Classes  within  your  limits,  to  appoint 
standing  committees  on  Missions,  to  superintend  the  work  and  further 
the  interests  of  the  cause  within  their  respective  bounds,  and  form 
links  of  vital  and  active  union  between  the  Church  and  the  Board. 

At  the  Synod  of  Lewisburg  an  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  special 
consideration  of  our  work,  and  the  hours  given  to  this  object  were  re- 
garded as  among  the  most  pleasant  and  edifying  of  its  sessions.  The 
Board  would  respectfully  ask  that  provision  be  make  during  this 
Synod  for  a  similar  service,  in  addition  to  the  evening  usually  allotted 
to  anniversary  exercises. 

We  cannot  close  this  statement  without  expressing  our  sincere  and 
devout  gratitude  to  the  Lord  for  the  great  favor  He  has  been  pleased 
to  bestow  upon  our  labors  and  efforts  in  this  important  department  of 
church  beneficence  and  enterprise.  New  congregations  are  annually 
being  organized  where  none  previously  existed.  Many  long  neglected 
and  spiritually  destitute  are  again  being  gathered,  provided  with  the 
stated  means  of  grace,  and  edified.  Feeble  flocks  are  cheered,  forti- 
fied, and  placed  in  a  condition  of  prosperity.  Church  edifices  are 
reared,  and  the  people  thus  furnished  with  needful  accommodations, 
for  conducting  public  worship.  To  the  poor  the  Gospel  is  preached, 
and  many  are  continually  added,  to  the  Lord. 

Never  had  a  Church  greater  reason  for  thanksgiving  and  encourage- 
ment in  the  prosecution  of  such  a  work. 

Sometimes,  indeed,  we  are  oppressed  and  disheartened  by  the  ever 
expanding  vastness  of  the  field,  and  ever  increasing  number  of  de- 
mands for  help.  Our  faith,  also,  is  put  to  the  test  by  the  fact,  that  the 
means  furnished  for  carrying  on  our  work  prove  so  wholly  inadequate 
to  our  wants,  and  especially  that  the  hopes  excited  by  pledges  and 
promises  made  officially,  are  so  sadly  disappointed.  But  then  we  re- 
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member  bow  very  mucb  more  tbe  Cbnrcb  is  doing  now  tban  in  former 
years,  and  tbat  tbe  promise  of  tbe  Lord  is  witb  us.  Tbus  bope  re- 
vives and  we  bold  on  vigorously  on  our  way. 

We  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  return  our  tbanks,  in  tbe  name  of  tbe 
cause,  to  tbis  Synod,  for  tbe  aid  extended  during  tbe  past  year,  and  to 
bespeak  for  it  sncb  renewed  action  and  io  creased  favor  for  tbe  future. 

In  tbe  name  of  Him  wbo  said,  "  Go  first  to  tbe  lost  sbeep  of  tbe 
bouse  of  Israel,''  we  lay  tbis  work  upon  your  bearts,  and  desire  ever 
to  remain^  Respectfully  Yours, 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBEROER; 

President  of  the  B.  H,  M, 

Tbe  following  is  ^  summary  of  tbe  receipts  during  tbe  year,  for 
Home  Missions  and  Cburcb  Extension : 


CHURCH   EXTENSION. 

Received  'during  tbe  year  closing  October  17,  1866. 

From  tbe  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Eastern  Synod....  $1,029  55 

"                 Lebanon 601  12 

"                Zion 692  67 

"                Maryland 370  75 

Pbiladelpbia 1,540  81 

Mercersburg 1,167  28 

Qosbenboppen 868  55 

"                Lancaster 297  00 

**                NewYork 118  50 

"                 Virginia 18  00 

"                St.  Paul's 50  00 

"                 East  Susquebanna 228  05 

"                 West  Susquebanna 325  35 

"                West  New  York 15  00 

"                 St.  Josepb's,  Western  Synod 33  00 

"                St.  Jobn's,                    "          21  50 

"                 Indiana,                       "           74  00 

"                Miami,                         "           5  00 

"                 Tiffin,                           "           2  00 

(General  Contributions 47  20 

;Coupon  of  United  States  Bond 7  30 

Balance  from  last  year 35  76 


Total  Receipts $7,548  39 

Excess  of  Expenditure 2,  542  28 

$10,090  67 
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^kcptTuied. 


Paid  to  Cliicago  MiBsion $3,486  93 

*<      Milwaukie    "     2,500  00 

MiscellaneouB     4,103  74 

$10,090  67 

HOME  MISSIONS. 

Amonnt  received  from  October  18,  1865,  to  October  16,  1866. 

Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania $1,397  42 

"         Lebanon 2,269  96 

"         Zion • 445  69 

"         Maryland 401  86 

"         Philadelphia 2,150  14 

"         Mercersburg 358  21 

"         Goshenhoppen 928  10 

"        New  York 42  50 

«        Western  New  York 57  92 

"         Lancaster 273  42 

"         East  Susquehanna 236  18 

"         West  Susquehanna 373/82 

"         Clarion 14  80 

•'         Synod  of  Ohio  from  November  24,  1865 1,447  17 

"         Westmoreland 165  60 

"         Sheboygan 50  36 

"         Iowa 30  00 

*•         Illinois 6i)  00 

"         Indiana 24  20 

"         Miscellaneous 1,429  42 

Total  received $12,161  66 

The  following  statement  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Churchy  now  in  session  at 
Torky  Pa, 

Revsrend  Fathers  and  Brethren:  As  the  amended  Constitu- 
tion of  our  Church  commits  the  work  of  Missions,  Foreign  and  I)o- 
mestic,  to  the  General  Synod,  and  as  no  election  for  a  Board  of  Fo- 
reign Missions  was  held  at  your  last  annual  meeting,  the  members  of 
the  Board,  holding  their  appointment  exclusively  from  the  General 
Synod,  were  not  sure  in  their  own  minds  that  you  would  expect  a  re- 
port from  them.  They  have  indeed  nothing  to  report  of  actual  effort 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  work.  The  resolution  of  Synod  requesting 
the  GenenJ  Synod  to  suspend  the  appropriation  of  the  Foreign  Mis- 
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sion  funds  until  we  had  a  Mission  of  our  own  to  support,  and  the  ap- 
peal made  "  through  the  Classes  to  the  membership  for  larger  contri- 
butions/' scarcely  left  them  at  liberty  to  act  in  any  direction  in  sup- 
port of  the  cause,  until  the  questions  involved  were  settled  by  the 
Judicatory,  to  which  they  were  referred.  They  accordingly  had  no 
meeting  during  the  year,  and  suffered  things  to  take  their  course. 

But  although  they  have«no  proceedings  to  report,  they  think  it  well 
to  submit  such  facts  and  information  as  have  come  to  their  knowledge 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  hoping  they  may  be  of  service  in  determin- 
ing the  interesting  question,  still  pending  and  undecided  in  the  minds 
of  our  people  as  to  whether  we,  as  a  denomination,  should  undertake 
the  establishment  of  a  separate  mission  in  the  Foreign  field.     It  is  well 
known  that  thus  far  we  have  been  content  to  act  as  an  auxiliary  to 
the  American  BosgrS  of  Commissioners  fur  Foreign  Missions  in  the 
support  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schneider,  a  minister  of  our  Church,  as  a 
missionary,  for  many  years  at  Broosa,  in  Asia  Minor,  and  afterwards 
at  Aintab.     This  has  been  the  case  since  the  formation  of  our  society, 
and  we  had  our  reward  in  the  distinguished  success  which  has  at- 
tended his  faithful  labors.     It  is  thought,  however,  by  many  of  our 
ministers  and  people,  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  the  German  Re- 
formed Church  should  fulfil  her  part  in  the  cvaogelization  of  the  world, 
upon  her  own  responsibility,  and  in  an  independent  way.    At  first  it  was 
proposed  by  some  to  procure  a  transfer  of  the  Aintab  station  and  depen- 
dencies, with  the  Missionaries  and  native  pastors  to  our  Board,  to  be  or- 
ganized as  a  Classis  in  connection  with  our  Synod.     Some  unofficial 
preliminary  correspondence  was  had  upon  the  subject,  but  it  was  soon 
ascertained  that  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  not  easily  surmounted. 
In  the  first  place,  to  say  nothing  of  the  indelicacy  of  asking  the  Ame- 
rican Board  to  relinquish  the  control  of  a  prpsperous  mission  esta- 
blished at  a  great  expense  of  time  and  labor,  and  to  transfer  the  pro- 
perty belonging  to  it — its  church  edifices.  Seminary  buildings,  school- 
houses,  &c. — to  a  society  that  had  every  thing  to  learn  in  the  man- 
agement of  missionary  enterprises,  and  whose  means  of  supporting 
them  were  somewhat  doubtful,  it  was  by  no  means  certain  that  Dr. 
Schneider  and  his  colleagues  would  consent  to  such  an  arrangement. 
Upon  this  point,  however,  we  were  not  long  left  in  doubt.     The  ge- 
neral question  was  discussed  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Missionaries 
connected  with  the  mission,  and  it  was  the  decided  opinion  of  all  pre- 
sent, that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  change  their  existing  relations, 
nor  to  form  any  connection  with  a  foreign  ecclesiastical  organization, 
that  would  involve  iheir  submission  to  its  authority.     The  condition 
of  things  generally,  in  the  Eastern  and  Western  hemispheres,  was 
too  widely  different  to  admit  of  such  a  relation. 

There  were  those  also,  who,  in  view  of  these  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  a  transfer  of  the  station,  and  the  organization  of  a  Classis  in  con- 
nection with  our  Synod,  thought  that  a  new  mission,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  our  Board,  might  be  started  in  that  region,  with  Dr.  Schnei- 
der at  its  head,  and  that  missionaries,  educated  in  our  Institutions, 
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and  imbned  with  their  spirit,  might  be  employed  as  his  assistants. 
Bat  there  were  difficulties  also  in  the  way  of  this  project.  There  was 
no  field  of  promise  to  be  occupied  in  all  that  region,  that  would  not 
interfere  with  some  established  mission,  and  it  is  an  acknowledged 
principle  in  evangelical  operations  since  the  days  of  St.  Paul,  ^^  to 
preach  the  Gospel  not  where  Christ  is  named,  lest  we  build  upon  an- 
other man's  foundation."  This  settled  the  question  as  to  a  mission 
in  any  region  easily  accessible  to  us,  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  de- 
cide whether  we  will  now  go  forward  and  establish  an  independent 
mission  in  some  more  remote  quarter  of  the  world,  or  abandon  the 
foreign  field  and  confine  ourselves  to  missionary  operations  at  home, 
where  some  think  there  is  room  and  need  for  the  employment  of  all 
our  resources. 

Fortunately  for  them  in  this  connection,  the  B«ard  have  it  in  their 
power  to  invite  the  attention  of  Synod  to  a  communication  from  the 
Rev.  Henry  Blodget,  D.  D.,  a  Missionary  of  the  American  Board, 
now  a  resident  at  Pekin,  dated  October  23d,  1865,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears, "  that  a  door  is  open  to  us  of  the  Lord  to  preach  the  Gospel  to 
the  heathen,  if  we  are  prepared  to  enter."  The  writer's  heart  is  in 
his  work,  and  he  evidently  understands  that  of  which  he  speaks.  His 
communication  is  well  worthy  of  attentive  consideration,  and  is  ad- 
dressed: 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  at  Harrisburgj  Pa. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Sir  :  The  reason  of  my  writing  to  you  will 
appear  in  the  statements  which  follow : 

In  the  providence  of  God,  I  was  brought  to  this  northern  part  of 
China,  five  years  since,  just  before  the  battle  of  Takoo.  At  that  time 
this  whole  region  was  thrown  open  to  western  influence  and  western 
trade,  while  an  article  providing  for  the  toleration  and  spread  of 
Christianity  was  introduced  into  the  several  treaties.  Three  ports  of 
trade  were  opened  upon  the  borders  of  the  Gulf  of  Chili :  one  of 
them  Tunghan,  or  Chefoo  in  Shantung,  another  Tunstin,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Chili,  and  the  third  Niewchwang  in  Manchuria.  At  Chefoo 
there  are  at  present  three  missionaries.  At  Tunstin  there  are  four 
English  and  two  American  Missionaries.  Pekin  is  also  occupied  by 
ten  laborers  of  various  societies.  Niewchwang  alone  remains  unoc- 
cupied, and  I  know  of  no  one  who  intends  to  go  there  in  the  future. 

The  American  Board  are  unable  to  enter  this  field.  They  have  too 
much  work  upon  their  hands.  Years  ago,  I  wrote  to  the  "  American 
Missionary  Association,''  representing  its  importance,  and  urging  them 
to  undertake  its  culture.  The  providence  of  God  has  turned  their 
attention  largely  to  the  blacks  of  our  own  country,  and  they  cannot 
engage  in  this  labor.  The  American-  Methodist  Church  also  has  been 
mentioned  in  connection  with  this  field.  They  have  one  mission  in 
China,  but  do  not  seem  disposed  to  plant  another  at  the  present  time. 
Thus  Niewchwang  still  remains  unoccupied  after  a  period  of  five  years, 
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with  no  prospect  of  laborers.  In  reading  over  the  list  of  donations  in 
the  Missionary  Herald,  I  noticed  the  sum  from  the  body  of  which  yon 
are  the  Secretary,  and  resolved  at  once  to  write  to  you,  presenting  the 
wants  of  this  field,  and  inviting  yon  to  present  its  claims  to  the 
churches  with  which  you  stand  connected.  May  God  move  their 
hearts  to  enter  in  with  much  prayer,  and  an  earnest  spirit,  to  reap 
there  a  great  harvest  of  souls  for  His  kingdom. 

The  port  of  Niewchwang,  which  signifies  "  meat  for  cattle,"  is  si- 
tuated on  the  Lion  river,  thirty-eight  miles  from  its  mouth.  This 
river  enters  into  the  northern  part  of  the  Gulf  of  Chili.  Niewchwang 
is  not  in  China  proper,  but  in  Manchuria,  from  which  country  came 
the  reigning  dynasty  of  China.  It  is  the  key  to  all  the  region  north- 
east of  China,  as  far  as  the  Arrioair  river  and  Hussian  Possessions. 
This  section  of  country,  and  its  location,  is  the  New  England  of  Asia. 
The  populous  kingdom  of  Corea  is  not  distant,  and  will  soon  be  wait- 
ing for  Missionaries  of  the  Gospek  Roman  Catholics  are  already  in 
these  fields,  but  to  Protestant  Missions  they  are  yet  unoccupied 
ground.  The  lai^guage  of  Monkden,  the  capital  of  Manchuria,  is  dis- 
tant from  Niewchwang  but  one  hundred  and  forty  miles.  That  city 
has  frequently  been  visited  by  foreigners,  who  in  fact  have  travelled 
by  passport,  according  to  the  treaties,  very  extensive  in  all  that  region. 
The  people  in  the  Southern  portion  of  Manchuria  are  mostly  Chinese 
emigrants  from  the  Province  of  Shantung,  who  passed  over  from  the 
southern  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Chili.  The  whole  country  is  overrun 
by  Chinese,  and  the  language  is  every  where  spoken.  The  customs 
of  the  people,  and  their  religion,  are  all  Chinese.  The  country  is 
densely  populated,  and  offers  a  field  of  labor  as  extensive  as  heart 
could  wish. 

The  climate,  though  cold,  is  very  fine,  probably  surpassed  by  that 
of  very  few  places  in  any  part  of  the  world.  During  eight  months  of 
the  year  there  is  scarcely  any  rain.  The  soil  is  fertile,  and  produces 
great  abundance  of  every  thing  for  the  sustenance  of  life.  A  foreign 
community,  with  American,  English,  and  French  Consuls,  is  located 
at  Niewchwang.  This  forms  an  excellent  base  for  missionary  labors. 
The  Chinese  city  contains  about  seventy  thousand  inhabitants.  Mis- 
sionary families  could  reside  with  safety  at  Niewchwang.  A  mis- 
sionary going  to  that  post  would  naturally  stop  at  Chefoo  in  Shantung, 
which  is  two  hundred  miles  south  of  it,  where  he  would  learn  much 
from  the  missionary  brethren  there  respecting  his  work,  an^  the  man- 
ner of  its  commencement.  Among  the  Missionaries  at  Chefoo,  is  one 
from  the  American  Presbyterian  Board,  who  would  give  him  a  cor- 
dial welcome,  and  afford  every  assistance  in  his  power.  If  married 
men  were  sent  out  to  commence  a  mission  there,  they  would  naturally 
leave  their  families  at  Chefoo,  and  go  first  to  Niewchwang  to  find  a 
residence  for  them.  This  done  they  would  return  and  take  tbem  to 
their  home.  The  salary  of  Missionaries  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  in 
this  region,  is  $800  for  a  family.  Rent,  teachers,  an4  medical  aid, 
are  provided  in  addition  to  this.     Of  course  this  sum  is  paid  in  silver. 
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They  should  he  sent  in  the  winter  or  early  spring,  that  then  they 
might  reach  their  destination  and  get  settled  before  the  port  is  closed 
by  ice  in  the  fall. 

Many  churches  commencing  foreign  missions  have  been  disappointed 
at  being  called  upon  to  make  so  great  an  outlay  for  houses,  chapels, 
travelling,  &c.,  and  have  given  up  in  despair,  and  the  whole  work  has 
been  abandoned  by  them.  Thus  it  was  with  the  French  Protestant 
Mission  in  (^hina.  Thus  it  was  with  a  mission  to  Shanghai,  from  the 
Church  in  Holland,  and  with  another  from  the  Churches  in  Prussia. 
Their  hearts  failed  them  at  the  difficulties  of  the  work.  The  cost 
should  be  counted,  and  churches  should  enter  upon  this  work  in  a 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  dependence  upon  Ood,  resolved  by  His  bless- 
ing to  overcome  all  obstacles,  and  succeed  at  whatever  cost  of  treasure 
or  life.  The  cause  is  worth  our  most  strenuous  efforts,  nay  life  itself. 
And  the  error  of  Churches  is  to  send  to  places  where  other  societies 
are  located,  and  where  they  may  %d  it  difficult  to  obtain  a  foothold. 

The  field  to  which  I  invite  your  attention,  is  virgin  soil.  It  will 
be  yours  to  sow  in  tears,  it  may  be,  and  reap  in  joy  when  the  harvest 
comes.  It  is  large  enough  also  to  engage  the  most  vigorous  exer- 
tiona,  and  the  most  generous  plans  of  Christian  benevolence.  The 
men  first  sent  are  of  great  importance.  They  should  be  the  right  m^i, 
caJJUd  of  God,  wholly  devoted  to  their  work — men  of  great  patience, 
prudence,  and  of  unconquerable  perseverance — men  wise  to  win  souls 
and  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  this — nothing  should  discourage 
them,  the  everlasting  Lord  being  their  strength,  and  their  Almighty 
Saviour  present  with  them,  by  what  could  they  be  moved  ? 

I  write  no  more.  This  subject  is  commended  to  you,  and  to  the 
churches  which  have  chosen  you  as  their  minister  in  this  foreign  ser- 
vice. May  God  move  your  hearts  to  pity  the  millions  of  China,  and 
join  with  other  branches  of  His  Church  in  striving  to  obey  the  lie- 
deemer's  last  command,  '^  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
Gospel  to  every  creature."  In  the  bonds  of  Christian  love,  very  re- 
spectfully, 

And  truly  yours,* 

HENRY  BLODGET. 


Constantinople,  Aug.  30, 1866. 

Rev.  B^C.  Wolff,  D.  D.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  MiS" 
stons  of  ike  German  Reformed  Church, 

My  DeIr  Brother: — In  giving  you  an  account  of  our  work  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  I  must  date  from  the  Capital  of  the  Empire.  At 
the  last  meeting  of  our  Mission,  I  was  appointed  delegate  to  the  Mis- 
sion to  Western  Turkey,  whose  annual  meeting  was  held  in  this  city. 
As  I  was  here  where  all  the  printing  for  our  Mission  is  done,  and  as  we 
are  in  much  need  of  certain  books,  I  was  instructed  to  remain  a  few 
months  and  dlrry  these  books  through  the  press.    They  are  the  follow- 
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ing,  viz.:  An  arithmetic,  which  I  have  translated;  a  grammar  of  the 
Modern  Armeno-Turkish ;  a  new  edition  of  our  Hymn  Book,  and  some 
cards  for  the  use  of  small  children  learning  to  read.  With  this  work  I 
have  heen  occupied  for  the  last  few  months,  and  hope  to  complete  it  hj 
the  middle  of  October^  when  Mrs.  S.  and  myself  will  turn  our  faces 
toward  Aintab  again.  Besides  this  work  I  also  preach  on  the  Sabbath 
and  hold  three  Bible  classes,  two  on  the  Sabbath  and  one  during  the 
week.  As  the  climate  of  Constantinople  is  much  cooler  than  that  of 
Aintabj  which  very  much  prostrates  Mrs.  S.  by  its  great  summer  heat, 
our  temporary  residence  here  has  been  all  the  more  acceptable. 

As  you  have  already  been  informed,  we  spent  three-and-a  half 
months  of  the  year  in  Aduna,  near  Tarsus.  The  work  there  has 
made  gratifying  though  not  very  rapid  progress.  The  native  pastor 
has  labored  faithfully  and  proved  himself  a  valuable  laborer.  As  we 
were  on  the  point  of  leiving  for  Aintab  a  house  was  purchased  for  a 
chapel,  of  which  there  was  very  much  need.  The  premises  have  since 
been  repaired,  and  a  very  pleasant,  airy  and  convenient  house  of  wor- 
ship has  been  erected;  one  large  enough  to  accotnmodate  them  for 
some  years  to  come.  In  the  present  and  prospective  wants  of  the 
work  there,  this  has  been  a  most  important  step.  A  very  liberal  share 
of  the  expenses  was  contributed  by  the  people  themselves^  the  re- 
mainder being  furnished  by  the  Mission. 

Another  cheering  effect  of  the  winter's  residence  in  Adana,  has  been 
the  occupancy  of  Uaagin  as  an  out  station.  It  may  be  remembered 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coffing,  who  made  an  attempt  several 
years  since,  to  station  themselves  there,  were  forcibly  and  violently 
expelled  from  the  place^  with  the  loss  of  many  of  their  effects.  Since 
then  that  mountainous  region  has  been  reduced  te  subjection  to  the 
Turkish  authorities.  The  way  being  thus  apparently  prepared  for  the 
entrance  of  the  gospel,  after  a  few  days  exploration  of  the  ground,  it 
was  concluded  to  send  a  laborer  thither.  He  has  now  been  there 
about  three  months  and  no  attempts  to  expel  him  have  been  made. 
Though  none  of  the  inhabitants  have  as  yet  declared  themselves  pro- 
testants,  our  native  laborer  there  has  free  intercourse  with  many,  and 
a  goodly  number  of  them  are  favorably  inclined  towards  the  truth, 
and  a  number  of  copies  of  the  Bible  have  been  circulated.  From 
previous  experience  as  well  as  the  promises  of  God's  word,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  among  those  12,000  Armenians,  the  gos- 
pel is  to  achieve  some  triumphs;  and  towards  this  cheering  result  the 
first  steps  have  there  been  taken.  ^ 

In  Tarsus,  the  birth-place  of  the  great  apostle  to  the  gentiles,  the 
work  is  yet  small ;  but  we  hope  for  future  progress. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  report,  that  we  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  build  our  second  church  in  Aintab.  This  has  been  a  sad  disappoint- 
ment to  us  and  the  people.  The  new  church  have  been  obliged  to 
worship  in  a  most  uncomfortable  place  during  the  great  heat  of  the 
summer.  The  only  reason  is  the  continued  hostility  of  the  Turkish 
authorities.    Were  they  so  disposed,  they  could  furnish'us  the  neces- 
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sarj  papers  any  day.  Bat  tbey  have  hitberto  chosen  to  frustrate  and 
thwart  us  in  all  our  plans.  As  God  has  a  church  there,  absolutely 
needing  a  place  of  worship,  we  are  confident  that  the  necessary  per- 
mission will  be  forthcoming  in  due  time,  notwithstanding  Mahom- 
medan  bigotry.  We,  therefore,  persevere  in  our  efforts,  assured  that 
they  will  be  successful  in  the  end.  But  in  any  case,  we  cannot  com- 
mence building  before  next  spring. 

Nothing  of  a  special  character  has  marked  the  year  in  Aintab,  things 
having  moved  on  much  in  their  usual  way.  There  have  been  addi- 
tions to  the  Church  and  community ;  and  a  few  of  these  have  been 
persons  of  more  than  ordinary  standing  in  the  community. 

The  division  of  one  large  protestant  body  into  two  churches  and 
communities  has  proved  a  wise  measure.  It  has.  developed  an  in- 
creased activity  in  them  both,  and  led  them  to  feel  more  deeply  their 
responsibility  to  support  their  own  institutions.  The  only  thing  neces- 
sary to  render  this  movement  complete  is  the  erection  of  a  church  edifice. 

The  Sabbath- School  continues  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 
The  lessons  to  the  different  ages  and  classes  are  listened  to  with  the 
same  interest,  and  their  contributions  have  been  even  larger  this  year, 
than  in  previous  ones,  those  of  the  ordinary  character  being  $1 14.89, 
and  the  extraordinary  $161.50;  the  whole  amounting  to  S286.39  m 
gold.  This  sum  has  been  gathered  by  the  systematic  plan  practiced 
in  the  school. 

The  total  of  contributions  for  various  objects  is  as  follows: 

By  the  Sunday  School  for  different  objects,  in  gold,  $286.39 
*•  Monthly  Concert,  »'  90.G6 

To  the  Poor,  "  136.56 

Support  of  School,  "  200  96 

Toward  support  of  Pastors,  *^  246.70 

Total,  $901.27 

This  is  a  little  more  than  their  ordinary  taxes  to  the  Government. 

As  the  Female  Boarding  School  of  the  whole  Mission  is  located  in 
Aintaby  a  site  has  been  purchased^  and  a  suitable  house  is  being  erect- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  school.  Much  opposition  has  been  made  to  the 
erection  of  the  house  by  some  Mussel  man  neighbors;  but  hitherto  it 
has  not  been  able  to  effect  its  object,  and  we  believe  it  will  not  be.  The 
expenses  of  this  house  will  be  about  $3,000,  and  has  been  furnished  by 
the  American  Board.  An  assistant  female  teacher  has  recently  ar- 
rived from  America.  The  school  is  highly  important  in  raising  up 
educated  and  pious  companions  to  our  native  helpers,  and  in  elevating 
the  standard  of  female  education  in  the  country. 

A  church  of  six  members  has  been  formed  at  the  out-station  of  Jib- 
bin,  near  the  Euphrates,  where  there  is  a  congregation  of  about  fitly     ' 
persons.     At  Aebey,  an  out-station,  near  Killis,  there  have  been  ad- 
ditions to  the  community,  and  considerable  interest  among  the  people. 
Materials  for  a  small  church  exist  ]  and  as  soon  as  we  can  command 
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the  necessary  time  for  a  visit  to  the  place,  a  church  may  be  formed 
there  also.  In  Aleppo  and  Killis,  both  which  places  are  under  the  su- 
pervision of  Aintab^  the  work  has  made  pleasing  and  steady  progress. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams^  new  Missionaries  from  America, 
are  stationed  at  Aintab  for  the  present. 

ThiS)  briefly,  is  .the  condition  of  our  work.  There  is  enough  to 
show  that  there  has  been  progress,  and  we  have  abundant  reason  to 
thank  God  and  take  courage. 

Affectionately  yours^ 

B.   SCHNEIDEB. 

With  these  communications,  so  interesting  in  themselves,  most  re- 
spectfully submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Synod,  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  conclude  their  report^  earnestly  praying  that  in  all 
their  deliberations  upon  the  momentous  issues  before  them^  they  may 
be  guided  by  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  a  sound  understanding  im- 
parted to  them  from  on  high. 

From  the  synopsis  of  the  Treasurer's  account,  accompanying  thia 
report,  it  appears  that  the  receipts  during  the  year,  ending  this  day, 
amount  to  ¥716.93;  something  more  than  one  fiflh  of  the  sums  con- 
tributed during  the  previous  year. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

Bernard  C.  Wolff,  President. 
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The  subject  of  Missions  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  at  the 
openiDg  of  the  session  of  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  the  ses- 
sions. At  the  time  appointed  it  was  taken  up.  The  following  reso- 
lutions were  offered  and  fully  discussed,  and  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  most  earnestly  renews  its  recommen- 
dation of  the  cause  of  Home  Missions,  including  the  department 
of  Church  Extension,  to  the  increased  interest,  sympathy,  and  co- 
operation of  every  Pastor  and  Congregation  within  our  bounds. 

Resolvedy  That,  as  a  more  effective  means  of  awakening  a  general 
interest  in  the  cause  of  Missions,  the  appointment  of  a  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Missions,  or  of  two  such  committees  in  each  congregation, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  under  the  Pastor  and  Consistory,  to  attend 
to  the  regular  gathering  of  quarterly  or  annual  contributions  to  the 
cause,  be  recommended  to  the  several  congregations  connected  with 
this  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod,  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  increasing  our  contributions  for  Home  Missions,  earnestly 
recommends  to  all  the  Sunday-Schools  within  our  bounds,  to  devote 
all  their  contributions  to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions. 


The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  the  foregoing  statements 
and  resolutions  were  referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received,  taken  up,  item  by  item,  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  respectfully  report  as  follows  : 

HOME   MISSIONS. 

The  increased  operations  and  services  of  the  past  year  give  great 
cause  for  devout  gratitude,  and  also  present  motives  to  greater  efforts; 
for  each  successful  move  has  only  opened  up  wider  the  field  of  labor 
to  the  view  of  the  Church. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  General  Synod,  the 
Boards  of  Home  Missions  of  the  two  Synods  have  been  consolidated; 
and  although  the  new  Board  is  not  directly  under  the  care  of  this 
Synod,  yet  this  in  no  degree  diminishes  the  satisfaction  of  this 
Synod  in  reviewing  the  Keports  on  Missions.  The  Board,  as  appears, 
have  entered  energetically  on  the  work  put  into  their  hands.  Fourteen 
new  missions  have  been  taken  under  its  care.  Ten  of  the  missions 
have  become  self-sustaining  during  the  year. ,  There  are  now  seventy- 
one  missions  sustained  by  the  Board.  The  amount  donated  by  the 
Synod  is  only  $8,949  91,  less  than  half  the  sum  proposed  to  be 
raised  by  it  at  Lewisburg. 

There  has  been  contributed  by  the  Synod,  during  the  year,  in 
addition,  $6,532  55  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  feeble  churches  in  the 
erection  of  houses  of  worship.     The  importance  of  this  work  cannot 
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well  be  overrated,  and  it  would  inflict  a  great  wrong  on  the  catue 
of  Home  Missions,  were  it  allowed  to  languish. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  following  resolutions  are  offered  : 

Resolved^  1.  That  it  is  cause  for  great  humiliation,  that  our  Church 
has  so  far  fallen  short  of  realizing  her  own  estimate  of  the  amount 
due  to  the  work  of  Home  Missions. 

2.  That  this  Synod  most  earnestly  renews  its  recommendation 
of  this  cause,  including  the  department  of  Church  Extension,  to 
the  increased  interest,  sympathy,  and  co-operation  of  every  Pastor 
and  congregation  within  our  bounds. 

3.  That,  as  a  more  effective  means  of  awakening  general  interest 
in  the  cause  of  Missions,  this  Synod  renews  the  recommendation  that 
each  of  the  Classes  appoint  a  Committee  on  Missions  to  co-operate 
with  the  Board,  and  it  be  enjoined  on  the  several  congregations 
connected  with  this  Synod,  to  appoint  one  or  more  special  committees 
in  each  congregation,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  under  the  Pastor  and 
Consistory,  to  attend  to  the  regular  getting  of  quarterly  or  annual 
contributions  to  this  fund;  and  that  the  committee  of  the  several 
Classes  carry  out  this  plan. 

4.  That  it  be  enjoined  on  Pastors  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
training  of  their  catechumens  and  Sabath-School  scholars,  in  habitu 
of  self  denial  and  liberality  for  ihe  cause  of  Christ. 

5.  That  inasmuch  as  the  fields  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
present  to  the  Church  at  present,  special  claims,  we  acknowledge 
ourselves  called  upon  to  make  the  needs  of  these  fields  special  cases, 
and  that  we  now  immediately  take  pledges  with  a  view  of  raising 
at  least  $2,500  to  be  expended  in  those  fields. 

FOREIGN   MISSIONS. 

The  report  of  this  Board  is  deeply  and  painfully  interesting.  It 
was  well  to  have  the  letter  of  Dr.  Blodget,  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Reformed  Church  to  the  open  door  in  Northern  China,  laid  before 
the  Church.  The  receipts  of  the  Board  from  both  Synods,  are  but 
$716  99. 

In  order  to  bring  the  great  question  of  Foreign  Missions  fully 
before  this  Synod  and  the  Church,  the  committee  proposes  the  follow- 
ing, viz :  • 

Resolved,  1.  That  while  the  Providence  of  God  obviously  indicates 
that  the  widening  and  inviting  home-field  claims  priority  in  the  efforts 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  yet  we  must  not  neglect  the  ap- 
peals of  the  Pagan  World,  nor  forget  that  the  Divine  Mission  of  the 
Church  is  to  go  into  aZ/  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel. 

2.  That  this  Synod  request  the  General  Synod  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  forthwith  to  establish  a  mission  of  our 
own  in  Northern  China,  or  some*  other  eligible  point. 
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3.  That  this  Synod  pledges  the  churches  under  its  care  for  the 
amount  adequate  to  accomplish  this  most  desirable  work. 

4.  That  the  great  results  following  the  feeble  efforts  put  forth  by 
this  Church  in  the  Aintab  Mission,  should  be  cause  for  thankful- 
aeas  to  the  Grod  of  Missions,  and  a  strong  motive  to  embark  in  the 
enterprise  proposed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE.  W.  WELKER,  Chairman. 

In  connection  with  the  adoption  of  the  fifth  resolution  relating  to 
Home  Missions,  pledges  and  cash  to  the  amount  of  $2,523  35,  were 
receiyed  towards  the  objects  therein  specified- 

The  action  of  the  Synod  of  last  year,  directing  that  all  applica- 
tions from  feeble  congregations,  for  aid  in  erecting  their  houses  of 
worship,  be  made  through  the  Church  Extension  Board,  was  re- 
affirmed.   

The  Classis  of  New  York,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Min- 
ates  of  Classes,  recommends  the  appointment  of  a  travelling  Mission- 
ary for  the  New  England  States,  to  gather  and  organize  congrega- 
tions. This  recommendation  was  reicrred  to  the  Board  of  Ilome 
Missions. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINAX5CE. 

The  Trustees  of  Synod  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod. 

The  report  of  the  Synod's  Treasurer  has  been  audited  and  found 
correct*. 

The  term  of  office  of  George  Z.  Kunkle,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Board,  will  expire  on  January  1,  1867.  Mr.  George  II.  Small,  of 
Harrisburg,  and  George  C.  Welker,  of  Sunbury,  are  nominated  as 
candidates  for  this  office.         Respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  WOLFF. 
•         In  behalf  the  Board. 

The  Synod,  a  ta  time  previously  appointed,  held  an  election  for  a 
Trustee   to  fill   the   vacancy  in  the  Board.     The  Rev.  Joseph  W. 
Santee  and  John  Kuelling  were  appointed  TeHcrs,  who  received  the 
ballots,  counted  them,  and  reported  the  result.     George  H.  Small,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  was  elected  Trustee  of  Synod. 

The  following  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Synod,  accompanying 
the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  S3  nod^  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.- 
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Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Treamrer  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Re* 
formed  Church  tn  the  United  States,  in  account  with  said  Sjfnod. 


1865. 


DR. 


October   17.  To  baUnoe  on  hand,  as  per  report  to  Bynod  of 

Lewisbnrg,  dated  this  day 

"  Cash  reeeired  as  follows : — 
27.  Of  Philadelphia  Classis,  on  Contingent  Fond,  per 

Rer.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder 

December  8.   "  East  Pennsylrania  Classis,  per  Rer.  J.  Beck, 

on  Contingent  Fund 
do  do  do 


14. 


a 


1868. 
March 


April 


$110  82 


40  00 

43  50 
6  50 


t 


May 


15.  "  Rey.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  Executor  of  Rey. 
Isaac  Gerhart,  deceased,  for  principal  and  in- 
terest of  bond,  dated  Jannary  1,  1882,  giyen 
by  said  deceased  for  One  hundred  dollars,  pay- 
able one  year  after  his  death,  "  to  the  Trustees 
of  Synod  in  Trutt  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
Board  of  Foreigpn  Missions  of  the  aforesaid 
Church,  to  be  disbursed  by  said  board  for  the 
spread  of  the  Qospel  in  foreign  lands,  accord- 
ing to  its  discretion," 

'*  **  Rev.  Dr.  Gerhart,  Executor  as  aforesaid,  for 
bond  of  April  1, 1882,  for  one  hundred  dollars, 
payable  in  like  manner  "  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  in  Tnut  for 
Uie  Board  of  Education  of  said  Synod,  to  be 
disbursed  by  said  Board  according  to  its  dis- 
cretion in  supporting  indigent  and  worthy 
young  men,  woo  are  preparing  to  preach  the 
Gospel  in  the  Church  aforesaid," 

"  '*  Bey.  Dr.  Gerhart,  Executor  as  aforesaid,  for 
bond  of  April  1, 1862,  for  one  hundred  dollars, 
payable  in  like  manner  ''to  the  Trustees  of 
Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  in  Tni«(  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions  of  the  Church  aforesaid,  to  be  dis- 
bursed by  said  Board  for  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel,  according  to  its  direction," 

7.  "  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  J.  A.  Merts, 
Tr.  on  Contingent  Fund... 

9.  "  J.  Allison  Eyster,  Esq.,  his  check  for  $985  for 
Interest  to  April  6,  1866,  on  mortgage  due  by 

Wm.  Heyser,  deceased.. $135  00 

Interest  to  April  10, 1866,  on  mortgage  due  by 

Jacob  Ueyser « 150  00 

9.  From  Coupon  of  United  States,  10-40  bond.  Cook 
legacy,  sold  for  currency 

14.  Of  Lebanon  Classis,  Rey.  F.  W.  Kremer,  Treas., 
on  Contingent  Fund 

20.  "  Maryland  Classis,  Rev.  CoUiflower,  Treasurer, 
on  Contingent  Fund 

11.  **  Lebanon  Classis,  Rey.  F.  W.  Kremer,  Trea- 
surer, on  Contingent  Fund 

Carried  fcrward 


100  50 


100  50 


100  50 
21  50 


285  00 

45  32 

6  25 

10  00 

112  37 

$982  76 
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I86C  Amoost  brovgfat  forward  $981  76 

Mm,j         14.  Of  LebttBim  Ckais,  per  lUr.  Dr.  Fisher,  from 

Treuoicr,  on  Contingent  Fund 11  7t 

33.    "  Leacftster  ClMsii,  per  Rer.  A.  H.  Kremer, 

Trwmirer,  on  Contingent  Fond 100  00 

25.    "  Mereertlmrg    ClMds,   per    Rer.  J.   HMsIer, 

Trensnrer,  on  Contingent  Fand 100  00 

«*     "  Zion't  Clitasis,  per  W.  A.  Wilt,  TreMurer,  on 

Contingent  Fund 100  00 

**     "  Lebanon  Clnasis,  per  F.  W.  Kremer,  Trensorer, 

on  Contingent  Fund 6  00 

58.  **  LAttCMter  ClaMis,  per  A.  H.  Kremer,  XreMvrer, 

on  Contingent  Fond 95  00 

59.  "  West  Sneqaehnnna  Clnasis,  Rot.  D.  G.  Klein, 

Treeenrer  on  Contingent  Fond 64  00 

June         IV    "  New  To  A  Clnaris,  Rer.  J.  F.  Boaehe,  Trea- 

•arer,  in  eaab... $11  65 

and  bill  of  ezpeneei  of  Committee  on  Qerman 

Profenonhip ^      13  35 

togetber  twentj-flve  dollars   on    Contingent 

Fnnd. t&  00 

12.  "  First  National  Bank  of  Harrifbnrg,  proeeeds 
of  note  of  $550  at  90  days,  disoonntea  to  en- 
able Treasnrer  to  pay  for  printing  Minutes  of 
Bjnod  of  1865 ftll  08 

14.    "  Philadelpbia    Classis,   Rer.  Dr.  Bomberger, 

Treasurer,  per  Rer.  Dr.  Fisber 74  85 

20.  "  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  J.  M.  Follmer, 

Treasnrer,  on  Contingent  Fond 140  00 

21.  "  Maryland  Classis,  per  Rot.  Wm.  F.  Cornflower, 

Treasurer,  on  Contingent  Fund 160  00 

28.    "  West  New  York  Classis,  per  H.  F.  Trontman, 

Treasurer,  on  Contingent  Fund 25  00 

Aagnst     29.    "  Coupons  of  the  three  U.  8.  7-^0  Notes  of  $100 

each,  Oerhart  donation,  to  be  applied  vis : 

To  Foreign  Missions.. $3  65 

"  Domestic  Missions 3  65 

"  Board  of  EdnoaUon 3  65 

10  95 

"     "  Coupons  of   U.  8.   7-30  NoU  of  $100,  No. 

S32208,  donated   by  Middletown    charge   to 

Synod. 7  30 

"      "   Coupon  of  U.  S.  Bond  [10-40]  of  $1000,  Cook 

legacy,  sold  for  currency  for 36  25 

September  5.    **  East  Pennsylyania  Classis,per  Rer.  John  Beck, 

Treasurer,  on  Contingent  Fund 155  00 

7.    "  Clarion  Classis,  per  Rer.  J.  H.  Apple,  Trea- 
surer, on  Contingent  Fund ^ 60  00 

"    •*  First  NaUonal  Bank  of  Harrisburff,  dividends 

collected  from  Hagerstown  Bank  stock 74  74 

20.    '*  St.  Paul  Classis,  Rer.  C.  R.  Dieffenbacher, 

Treasurer,  on  Contingent  Fund 60  00 

October    15.    "  Qosbenboppen    Classis,    per    Rev.  A.  J.   G. 

Dubbs,  Treasurer,  on  Contingent  Fund 110  00 

"  Jscob  Heyser,  Esq.,  check  of  J.  Allison  Byster, 
Esq.,  for  interest  on  mortgage  due  by  Wm. 

Hey8er'sesUteOct.6,  1866 $135  00 

Interest  on  mortgage  due  by  Jacob  Heyser, 

Esq.,  to  Oct.  10,  1S66.. 150  00 

285  00 

$3,342  65 


u 
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CorUra, 

CR. 

B J  diflbarsemenU  made,  m  follows : — 

1865. 

October    26.  To  First  National  Bank  of  Harrisbnrg,  for  cash 

paid  ooUecting  eheok  of  W.  F.  GolUflower  on 

Washington  Co.  Bank,  in  Jaly,  1865 

26.    "  John  Wiest,  Esq.,  Treasurer  General  Synod, 

on  aooount  of  printing  due  by  Synod 

Not.         22.    "  Rev.  J.  S.  Foalk,  expenses  as  delegate  to  Sy- 
nod of  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

"  "  Rev.  8.  H.  Giesy,  expenses  as  delegate  to  Sy- 
nod of  Ohio 

December  8.    "  John  Wiest,  Esq.,  Treasurer  General  Synod, 

on  account  of  printing,  Ac... 

8.    "  Rer.  J.  Beck,  expenses  as  chairman  of  Enrol- 
ment Committee 

1866. 

March        2.    "  Rev.    B.    Bausman,    travelling    expenses    as 

Trustee  of  Synod 

2.    "  Rev.  Geo. Wolff,  travelling  expenses  as  Trustee 

of  Synod 

17.  "  First  National  Bank  of  Harrisburg  for  follow- 
ing described  U.  S.  7-30  notes,  investments 
made  of  money  received  from  Rev.  Dr.  Ger- 
hart,  Executor  of  Rev.  Isaac  Gerhart,  de- 
ceased    vii  * 

One,  dated  July  15, 1865,  No.  285090  B  1,  for 

Board  of  For'gn 

Missions  [$100]  101  20 

One,  do  do  285091  C  1,  for 

Board  of  Home 

Missions  [$100]  101  20 

One,  do  do  285092  D  1,  for 

Board  of  Educa- 
tion [$100] 101  20 

April  9.    "  A.  B.  Wingerd,  Esq.,  Treasurer  Theological 

Seminary,  viz : 

Interest  received  on  Kieffer  legacy $285  00 

do  do  Cook        do    45  32 


$0  85 

LOO  00 

12  OO 

23  26 

50  OO 

6  50 

7  20 

1  40 

330  32 


May  5.  "  R.  F.  Kelker,  expenses  paid  by  him  for  ac- 
knowledging quit  claim  deed  of  Trustees  of 
Synod  to  J.  Allison  Eyster,  Esq.,  telegraph 
dispatches,  ka 2  50 

June  1.    "  Rev.  J?  W.  Nefin,  D.  D.,  chairman  Liturgical 

Committee 92  12 

**    **  John  Wiest,  Esq.,  Treasurer  General  Synod, 

balance  due  on  printing,  Ac 150  00 

7.    "  Rev.  Dr.  Schaff,  expenses  due  as  member  of 

Liturgical  Committee 30  00 

11.  **  Rev.  J .  F.  Busche,  chairman  Committee  on 

Germain  Professorship 13  35 

12.  "  J.  B.   Rodgers,  printing,   Ac,   English    and 

German  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  1865 985  U9 

28.  "  J.  M.  FoUmer,  Esq.,  Treasurer  East  Susque- 
hanna Claesis,  amount  overpaid  by  him  in  error 
on  quota  of  said  Classis 30  00 


Carried  forward  |2,13U  08 
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188i.  AmoQiit  bronght  forward  $2,139  08 

«C«ft     29.  To  First  National  Bank,  on  aeoonnt  of  note  of 

Jane  12,  1866 400  00 

"      "  C.  Santee,  Esq.,  Treasurer  Domestio  Missions, 

6  months'  interest  on  Gerhart  donation 8  05 

"      "  Rot.  Pr.  Fisher,  Treasurer  Board  of  Eduoa- 

tion,  6  monthi'  interest  on  Gerhart  donation...  8  65 

*t     "  R.  F.  Relker,  Treasurer  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, 6  months'  interest  on  Gerhart  donation  8  65 
Septembers.    "  First  National  Bank  of  Harrisbarg,  balance 

due  on  note  of  June  12,  1866 150  00 

19.    "  Rer.  Dr.  Fisher,  salary  and  other  expenses  as 

Stated  Clerk  of  Synod 180  60 

October    11.    "  Rer.  J.  0.  Miller,  ohairman  Committee  on  Sait 

Ts.  heirs  of  Dnnoan 2  00 

15.    "  A.  B.  Wingerd,  Esq.,  Treasurer  Theological 
Seminary,  Tis: 

Interest  leeeired  on  Cook  legacy 36  26 

do  do  Kieffer    do   285  00 

321  26 

Balnnoe  on  hand,  and  deposited  in  the  First 

National  Bank  of  Harrisburg 188  87 

$3,342  65 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose, hereby  certify  that  we  hare  examined  the  account  of  tne  Treasurer,  and  find 
the  same  correct  as  aboYe  stated. 

GEO.  WOLFF,  )  p„„„j..^ 

GEO.  2.  KUNKEL.  j  Committee. 

Tork,  Pa.,  October  20, 1866. 


Amounts  still  due  and  unpaid  by  several  Classes  on  Contitigeni  Fund. 

Lebanon $36  78 

PhiladelphU 86  31 

O^ahenhoppen 64  63 

Lancaster 97  71 

West  Susquehanna 104  25 

$379  68 

Investments  held  for  Synod  by  R.  F.  Kelkcr,  Treastircr^ 
on  the  nth  day  of  October ^  1866. 

*'Cook  Legacy;"   consisting  of  one  U.  S.  10-40,  5  per  cent. 

coupon,  dated  Mareh,  1, 1864,  No.  5130,  for $1,000  00 

and  two  U.  S.  10-40,  5  per  oent.  coupon  bonds,  March  1, 

1864,  first  series,  Nos.  18790  and  18791,  for  $100  each 200  00 

$1,200  00 

*' Kieffer  Legacy/'  consisting  of  promissory  note  of  Jacob  Hoy- 
ser  to  Wm.  Ileyser,  Treasurer  of  Synod,  for  $5000,  dated 

April  10,  1864,  secured  by  mortgage $5,000  00 

Also,  a  mortgage  given  by  Wm.  Heyser  [now  deceased]  to 
A.  B.  Wingerd,   Treasurer  Theological   Seminary,    dated 

January  28, 1863,  payable  April  6, 1864,  for 4,500  00 

9,r,00  00 

Certificate  No.  6  for  24  shares  Uagerttown  Bank  Slock 480  00 


Carried  forward  $11,180  00 
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Amoant  broaglit  OTor  $11,180  00 

*  O^rhart  Legaey"  oonsiating  of 

One  7-30  U.  S.  note,  dated  July  15, 1865,  No.  285090  B  1,  in 

trait  for  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions.^    100  00 
One  do  do  No.  285091  C  1,  in 

trast  for  Board  of 
Domestio  Missions    100  00 
One  do  do  No.  285092  D  1,  in 

trast  for  Board  of 

Eduoation 100  00 

300  00 

"Maryland  Cl€U9it"  donation  towards  founding  a  Synodioal  Fund, 

One  7-30  U.  8.  note,  No.  232208,  dated  August  15, 1804,  for  100  00 

$11,580  00 
Also,  a  certain  bond  [secured  by  mortgage],  given  by  Second 
Keformed  Chnroh  of  Reading,  Pa.,  dated  September  28, 
1861,  conditioned  for  tbe  payment  of  $2908.74  witb  interest 
from  date  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  in  ease  said  congregation  "should  cease 
to  remain  in  connection  with  said  Synod." 

To  the  S^nod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 

in  the  United  States, 
Reyerend  Brethren: — The  above  is  a  true  account  of  the  Receipts  and  Die- 
bnrsements  of  your  Treasurer  during  the  past  year,  which  is  hereby  respectfully 
submitted. 

RUDOLPH  F.  KELKBR. 
Harrisburg,  October  16, 1866* 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  reducing  the  size  of  the  Reports  of  the  Trea- 
surers of  the  various  Boards,  so  that  instead  of  furnishing  a  detailed 
statement  of  all  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  the  reports  furnish 
dimply  a  condensed  summai-y  upon  these  points. 


The  Classis  of  St.  Paul,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  suggested  the  propriety  of  publishing  an  abstract  edition 
of  the  Proceedings  of  Synod  for  general  circulation,  with  a  view 
to  lessen  the  expenses  of  publication.  The  suggestion  was  referred 
to  the  Committe  on  Finance. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  the  foregoing  report,  resolu- 
tion and  suggestion  were  referred,  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  begs  leave  to  report : 

That  a  single  document  was  submitted  to  their  consideration — the 
Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod.  From  this  report  we  learn,  that 
the  receipts  of  the  past  year  amounted  to  $3,342  65,  and  the  dis- 
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barsementB  for  the  same  period  amounted  to  ^3,153  78 ;  leaviDg  in 
the  Treasurer's  hands  a  balance  of  1188  87. 

The  following  Classes  have  failed  to  pay  their  assessments  in  full : 

Lebanon  Classis  136  78 ;  Philadelphia  Classis  $86  31 ;  Goshen- 
hoppen  Classis  S54  63 ;  Lancaster  Classis  897  71 ;  and  West  Sus- 
quehanna Classis  $104  25. 

The  expenses  for  the  current  year  are  estimated  at  $2,000.  De- 
ducting the  amount  still  due  by  the  above  delinquent  Classes,  will 
leave  $1,620  to  be  provided  for.  This  amount  we  have  apportioned 
among  the  several  Classes  as  follows : 


\ 

Niew. 

.^^17/  due. 

Total. 

East  Pennsylvania 

Classis, 

$160  00 

$160  00 

Lebanon 

(( 

160  00 

$  36  78 

196  78 

Zion 

it 

160  00 

160  00 

Maryland 

u 

160  00 

160  00 

Philadelphia 

11 

160  00 

86  31 

246  31 

Meroersburg 

11 

160  00 

160  00 

Goshenhoppeu 

It 

• 

150  00 

54  63 

204  63 

New  York 

u 

25  00 

25  00 

Tjancaster 

u 

100  00 

97  71 

197  71 

East  Susquehanna 

u 

125  00 

125  00 

W  est  Susquehanna, 

Ai 

120  00 

104  25 

224  25 

Clarion 

U 

65  00 

65  00 

St.  Paul 

U 

65  00 

65  00 

West  New  York 

.i( 

25  00 

25  00 

$1,635  00  $379  68     $2,014  «8 

The  following  recommendations  are  presented  to  the  consideration 
of  Synod : 

1.  That  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  Classes,  by  reason  of  the 
destitute  condition  of  their  coogregations,  be  exempt  from  the  assess- 
ment of  this  year,  although  receiving  their  quota  of  the  Minutes 
of  Synod. 

2.  With  regard  to  the  request  coming  from  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  touching  a  condensed  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts, it  is  recommended,  that  hereafter  the  Treasurers  of  Home 
Missions,  Foreign  Missions,  Church  Extension,  and  Beneficiary  Edu- 
cation report  by  Classes,  and  not  in  detail,  the  amounts  received. 

3.  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  General  Synod,  whatever  amount  may  be  levied  upon 
this  Synod. 

4.  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  authorized  to  publish  3,000  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  this  Synod— 2,200  in  the  English,  and  800  in  the 
German  language. 
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5.  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  authorised  to  borrow  mcmej^ 
if  necessary,  to  pay  for  the  publication  of  the  Minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  H.  GIESY,  Chairman. 


The  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  the  following  ac- 
counts : 

Account  of  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Oans,  travelling  expenses  as  delegate 
to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, 
$15 ;  of  the  Rev.  George  B.  Russell,  travelling  expenses  as  delegate 
to  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  $3 ;  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ema- 
nual  y.  G«rhart,  expenses  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence with  Germany,  $4;  Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  expenses 
of  Committee  to  revise  the  Liturgy,  $119  42 ;  of  the  Rev.  Joshua  H. 
Derr,  amount  awarded  him  by  the  Committee  of  Settlement,  $52  44  ; 
and  Groldsboro  S.  Griffith,  amount  advanced  by  him  to  the  Rev. 
Joshua  H.  Derr,  $25. 


The  Rev.  George  B.  Russell,  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  to  effect  a  settlement  with  the  Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr, 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  referred  to 
the  members  of  the  Tercentenary  Committee  present,  with  instnic. 
tions  to  effect,  if  possible,  a  settlement  with  the  Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr 
namely,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh,  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  Dr.  Danie, 
G«ns,  and  Elder  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith :  1 

Committee  to  settle  with  Rev.  J.  H.  Derr,  reports  as  follows  : 

That,  after  an  earnest  effort,  he  was  unable  to  come  to  any  satis- 
factory settlement  of  the  matter  in  hand,  and  res^ctfully  returns  it 
to  the  hands  of  the  Synod  for  final  disposition. 

GEORGE  B.  RUSSELL. 


The  committee  to  whom  the  foregoing  report  was  referred,  with 
instructions,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

We  have  conferred  with  Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr,  in  regard  to  the 
subject  in  hand,  and  will  briefly  state  facts  necessary  to  be  known. 
The  actual  amount  collected  by  him  does  not  fully  represent  the  value 
of  the  agency  itself.  The  agent  preached  on  the  subject  of  the  Ter- 
centenary movement,  labored  for  the  inauguration  of  measures  and 
activities,  the  full  effect  of  which  cannot,  of  course,  be  definitely 
measured.  Besides,  he  labored  amid  peculiarly  disadvantageous  oir- 
cumstanoes,  growing  out  of  the  fact,  that  the  State  was  at  the  time 
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called  apon  to  oontribnte  men  for  the  army  ander  a  heavy  draft.  He 
labored  in  all  within  a  few  day.)  of  four  months,  in  the  midst  of  a 
aevere  winter.  In  addition  to  this,  being  at  the  time  partially  oat  of 
charge,  he  operated  voluntarily  for  this  interest  in  several  charges  in 
East  Pennsylvania,  before  he  was  in  the  actual  employ  of  the  Ter- 
centenary CommiAe.  This  labor,  we  think,  ought  to  be  recognised, 
together  with  his  other  labor.  Taking  all  this  into  view,  your  com- 
mittee recommend, — 

1.  That  the  agent  be  credited  with  five  months'  labor,  at  $100 
per  month  and  his  travelling  expenses. 

2.  That  the  money  collected  by  him  be  directed  to  be  paid  to'  the 
several  objects  for  which  they  were  contributed. 

3.  He  received  in  cash  $541.75.  Of  this  he  paid  $51  to  a  par- 
ticular student,  for  whose  use  it  wos  designated  by  the  donor,  and 
$69.22  travelling  expenses.  This  leaves  in  his  hand  $421.53,  which 
we  recommend  to  be  paid  over  as  above  designated.  Allowing  him 
$500  for  his  labor,  there  will  be  due  him  $77.44.  From  this  is  to  be 
deducted  $25,  advanced  to  the  agent  by  Mr.  Griffith,  which  leaves 
$52.44  due  Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  HARBAUGH,  OuiifTnan. 


A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  John  Ault» 
Franklin  J.  Mohr  and  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  to  collect  an  assessment 
of  fifty  cents  each  from  the  members  of  Synod,  to  remunerate  the 
sextons  of  the  church  in  which  the  sessions  were  held,  for  their  ser- 
vices. This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

To  THE  Rev.  Synod  of  Ger.  Ref.  Chubch  : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  take  up  a  collection  for  the  benefit  of 
tho  sextons  of  the  church  in  which  we  are  assembled,  would  respect- 
fully report :  That  they  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  by  Synod, 
and  that  the  collection  amounts  to  $32.34. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  AULT,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  a  communication  from  the 
Consistories  of  the  Saegertown  charge,  in  which  they  ask  Synod  to  take 
measures  to  effect  the  restoration  of  the  Rev.  David  B.  Ernst  to  the 
office  of  the  ministry.     It  was 
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■ 

Resolved,  That  these  Consistories  be  referred  to  the  Glassis  of  St. 
Paul,  inasmuch  as  the  Synod  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  mttter  to 
which  their  communication  relates,  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  brought 
before  Synod. 

% 

The  Classes  of  Lsbanon,  Zion  and  Lancaster  licensed  young  men  to 
preach  the  Oospel,  without  requiring  them  to  sign  the  formula  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution ;  the  Classis  of  Virginia  placed  an  elder 
on  a  committee  to  ordain  and  install  a  minister ;  the  Classis  of  Mary- 
land held  special  meetings  without  the  President  having  given  notice 
to  all  the  members ;  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna  failed  to  furnish 
Synod  with  a  separate  copy  of  their  report  on  the  State  of  Religion 
and  Statistical  Reports,  and  also  appointed  a  person  as  chairman  of  a 
committee  before  he  had  been  received  as  a  member  of  Classis;  the 
Glassis  of  Lancaster  admitted  laymen  as  members  without  designating 
them  as  elders,  and  several  of  the  Classes  failed  to  give  documentary 
evidence,  that  their  sessions  were  opened  and  closed  with  prayer. 
These  several  items  were  reported  as  irregular  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  and  their  judgment  was  affirmed  by  Synod. 


The  request  of  the  Classis  of  St.  Paul  to  approve  of  its  action, "modi- 
fvtng  the  sentence  of  deposition,  in  the  ease  of  David  B.  Ernst,  to 
tnat  of  suspension,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  6f  Classes, 
was  granted. 


The  request  of  the  Classis  of  West  New  York  to  have  the  Minutes 
of  Synod  of  last  year,  where  they  pronounce  the  Classis  irregular  in 
placing  an  elder  on  a  committee  to  ordain  a  minister,  correctsd,  inas- 
much as  the  Classis  had  appointed  no  such  committee  during  that 
year,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  was  granted. 


The  request  of  the  Classis  of  West  New  York,  in  case  the  Synod 
be  dividea  into  District  Synods,  to  be  connected  with  such  other 
Clasaos  as  will  make  that  connection  most  convenient,  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  was  referred  to  the  General  Synod. 


The  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  requested  Synod  to  define  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween it  and  the  Classis  of  East  Peunsvlvania.  This  request  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Commitice«  oonsisUng  of  hev.  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomber- 


71 

ger,  Cyrus  Gort,  and  Benjamin  Bansman.    The  oommittee  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  wss  reoeived  and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  the  matter  of  defiaing  the  boundary  between 
the  East  Pennsylvania  and  Goshenhoppen  Classes  was  referred,  beg 
leave  to  recommend  that  Synod  appoint  the  Rev.  John  Beck,  Peter  8. 
Fisher,  and  Charles  H.  Leinbach,  commissioners,  to  adjust  the  diffi- 
culty, and  that  their  decision  be  final. 

J.  H.  A.  BoMBlCRQEB,  Chairman, 


The  result  of  the  action  of  the  different  Classes  on  the  propositions 
submitted  to  them  by  the  General  Synod,  in  regard  to  the  division  of 
the  two  Synods  into  District  Synods,  and  the  propriety  of  the  General 
Synod  holding  its  sessions  annually,  instead  of  tri-ennially,  as  reported 
by  the  Comnd[ttee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  was  referred  to  the  General 
Synod. 


At  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Eesolved,  That  the  several  Classes  be  requested  to  send  none  as 
delegates  to  Synod  hereafter,  who  are  unwilling  to  attend  the  sessions 
of  Synod  from  the  beginning  to  the  close ;  and  that  the  delegates  be 
required  by  the  Classis  to  make  their  arrangements  to  remain  at 
least  ten'  days  upon  the  sessions  of  Synod,  if  Synod  continue  that 
long  in  session. 


Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 


SUNDAY   SCHOOLS. 

The  Classis  of  Lebanon,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes^  earnestly  requested  Synod  to  direct  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day School  Literature,  to  make  a  selection  of  books^  which  may  be 
safely  recommended  to  our  people,  as  adapted  to  the  wants  of  our  chil- 
dren. In  reference  to  this  request,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

RcMolved.  That  the  Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  and  John  W  Ebing- 
haus,  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  School  Literature,  and 
that  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  Descriptive  Catalogue 
of  such  books  as  they  can  recommend  for  the  use  of  our  youth,  both 
in  the  English  and  German  languages. 
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Re9oived,  That  this  SyDod  request  oar  miDisteTS  and  Saperintend- 
ents  of  our  Sunday  Schools,  to  report  such  books  as  they  can  recom- 
mend for  reading  by  our  children,  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  School 
Literature. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 


PUBLICATION. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Publication. 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication : 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC^ON. 

Another  financial  year  of  the  Board  of  Publication  closed  on  the 
Ist  instant.  A  statement  of  its  operations  during  that  period,  it  be- 
comes its  duty  at  this  time  to  lay  before  Synod.  It  does  this  with 
pleasure  and  with  gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  inas- 
much, as  the  results  are  on  the  whole,  quite  favorable  and  encourag- 
ing, though  not  fully  as  much  so  as  the  Board  might  have  desired  or 
the  necessities  of  the  Church,  in  this  particular  direction,  urgently  de- 
manded. The  experience  of  the  past  year,  should  serve  at  least  as  a 
powerful  incentive  to  increased  zeal  and  activity  for  the  future  in  be- 
nalf  of  our  Publication  interests,  so  as  to  bring  them  fully  into  that 
position  which  is  necessary  to  make  them  what  they  must  be,  in  order 
to  answer  efficiently  the  important  ends  they  are  designed  to  subserve. 

At  the  Synod  at  Lancaster  it  was  solemnly  resolved  to  raise  the 
mim  of  $60,000  for  the  use  of  the  Publication  Board.  This  amount 
was  deemed  necessary  to  me^t  present  liabilities,  replace  in  part  the 
loans  sustained  in  the  destruction  of  the  property  at  Chambersborg 
by  the  Southern  army,  and  to  furnish  the  Board  with  a  Publishing 
House  and  the  capital  necessary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the 
business  committed  to  their  trust.  From  causes  referred  to  in  the  last 
annual  report,  only  $5,439.55  of  this  sum  was  raised  during  the  year 
immediately  succeeding  the  Synod  at  which  the  action  referred  to 
was  taken. 

After  due  deliberation,  the  Synod,  held  last  October  at  Lewisburg, 
Fk.,  feeling  the  importance  of  the  interests  involved,  renewed  its  reso- 
lution to  raise  the  sum  formerly  resolved  upon  for  publication  pur- 
poses, and  with  a  view  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect,  appointed  a 
suitable  person  to  canvass  the  Church  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
contemplated  amount  of  funds.  After  a  full  consideration  of  the 
subject,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  the  person  selected  by  the 
Synod  flhr  the  purpose,  so  far  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  Synod,  as  to 
agree  to  take  charge  of  this  particular  interest  and  endeavor  to  carry 
out  the  object  of  Synod  through  such  agencies  as  he  could  make  availa- 
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Ue  for  the  purpose.  With  oommendable  seal  and  energy  he  gave 
himself  to  this  ^rk,  without  asking  any  remuneration  for  his  services. 
Besides  securing  personally  several  liberal  contributions,  he  after  a 
short  time  succeeded  also  in  placing  several  agents  in  different  por- 
tions of  the  Church  for  a  greater  or  less  extent  of  time.  These 
severally  gave  themselves  actively  to  their  work.  The  amount  ac- 
tually realized  from  these  several  efforts  up  to  the  end  of  our  financial 
year,  is  911338.36.  Besides  this,  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of 
about  $3,500,  as  far  as  we  can  estimate  them  from  the  data  at  hand, 
have  been  secured,  the  greater  portion  of  which  will  doubtless  be 
paid  at  a  future  period.  This  amount  thus  realized  is,  of  course, 
subject  to  the  drawback  of  necessary  expenses  incurred  in  its  collec- 
tion. 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed,  that  the  Synod  will  abandon  its  original 
purpose  to  secure  a  Publishing  House  for  the  use  of  the  Board,  and  to 
provide  the  Church  with  a  literature  adapted  to  the  wants  of  its  mem- 
Dership.  Such  a  course  would  be  suicidal,  as  well  as  derogatory  to 
oar  character  as  a  religiojos  denomination.  The  need  of  a  denomina- 
tional literature  is  more  and  more  felt.  A  small  beginning  has  been 
made  in  this  direction.  Two  works  are  now  in  course  of  stereotyping, 
the  money  to  cover  the  expenses  being  furnished  by  the  respective 
authors,  in  consideration  of  which  they  are  to  be  allowed  regular  copy 
money.  The  Board  is  desirous  of  extending  its  operations  in  thb 
direction,  as  soon  as  the  means  for  the  purpose  are  at  hand. 
»  A  Publishing  House  will  also  be  eventually  indispensable  to  the  snc- 
eessful  prosecution  of  the  operations  of  the  Board.  A  room  answering 
very  well  for  present  purposes,  has  been  secured  at  a  moderate  rent. 
This  particular  advantage,  however,  cannot  always  be  enjoyed.  The 
Synod,  therefore,  has  wisely  looked,  from  the  start,  to  the  providing 
of  a  permanent  location  for  her  publication  interests. 

To  provide  Church  Literature,  demanded  by  the  wants  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  furnish  the  proposed  Publishing  House,  as  well  as  to  cancel 
the  balance  of  the  original  debt  remaining  unpaid,  will  require  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  efforts  of  Synod  to  secure  the  amount  still  necessary 
to  make  up  the  sum  originally  resolved  upon.  By  what  particular 
method  this  is  to  be  done,  whether  by  a  continuance  of  the  agency 
Bystem,  or  by  annual  collections  in  all  the  churches,  or  in  some  other 
feasible  way,  the  Board  does  not  feel  itself  authorized  to  prescribe,  but 
cheerfully  leaves  to  the  discretion  of  Synod. 

The  operations  of  the  Board  have  increased  considerably  beyond 
those  of  the  previotis  year.  A  respectable  number  of  new  subscribers 
has  been  added  to  the  lists  of  the  *^  Messenger,"  "  Kirchenzeitung," 
and  ^'  Child's  Treasury."  There  is  also  a  small  increase  in  the  sub- 
scription list  of  the  "  Guardian."  All  these  periodicals,  however,  need 
still  a  much  larger  increase  of  circulation  to  secure  their  permanency 
and  place  them  upon  proper  footing  for  usefulness.  There  is  ample 
room  in  the  Church  for  all  that  is  required  in  this  direction,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  soon  be  fully  occupied. 
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The  wants  of  tlie  Sunday  Soliools  in  the  German  churches  seemed 
to  require  the  puhlication  of  a  Child'd  paper  in  the  Oerman  language. 
As  the  publication  of  the  '*L&mmerhirte"  could  no  longer  be  conti- 
nued in  connection  with  the  Bridesburg  Orphans'  Home,  the  BoarA 
felt  itself  called  upon  to  take  hold  of  this  periodical  and  endeavor  to 
make  it  such  as  would  be  worthy  of  the  Church  and  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  Grerman  portion  of  our  youthful  membership.  A  few  Ger- 
man brethren  kindly  agreed  to  edit  it  for  the  present,  without  ooet  U^ 
the  Board.  It  was  not  supposed  that  the  receipts  for  the  paper  during 
the  first  year  would  cover  the  expenses  attending  its  publication.  The 
Board  still  deemed  a  proper  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  German 
portion  of  the  Church,  to  require  the  publication  of  such  a  periodical, 
whatever  might  be  the  present  cost,  in  the  hope  that  it  would,  ere  long, 
meet  with  a  patronage  sufficient  to  sustain  it.  In  January  last  the 
publication  was  commenced  with  a  subscription  list  of  about  4000, 
which  has  since  been  increased  to  6,072.  A  much  larger  subscription 
will  be  necessary  to  make  it  self  sustaining,  and  this  it  is  hoped  will 
eventually  be  secured,  though,  it  must  be  confessed,,  the  new  subscrip- 
tions have  not  come  in  as  largely  and  as  fast  as  was  to  be  reasonably 
expected.  If  the  enterprise  should  fail,  however,  the  responsibility 
will  not  rest  with  the  Board,  but  with  the  German  portion  of  the 
Church. 

As  has  been  intimated,  a  suitable  room  for  the  present  use  of  oar 
publication  operations,  has  been  secured  on  favorable  terms.  Posses- 
sion was  obtained  early  in  January,  and  after  the  room  was  properly 
fitted  up  and  some  stock  for  a  commencement  procured,  the  Book  de- 
partment was  opened  about  the  first  of  February.  The  operations 
have  been  going  regularly  forward  since  that  period,  and  gradually 
increasing  from  month  to  month.  Already  a  respectable  business  is 
being  done  in  this  department,  which  promises  to  reach  such  dimen- 
sions as  to  make  it  of  great  account  both  to  the  Church  and  to  the 
Establishment  itself. 

The  publication  of  the  Almanac  in  the  English  language  has  been 
continued,  with  increasing  prospects  of  success.  Thus  far  wc  have 
depended  upon  our  Western  brethren  for  a  supply  of  German  Alma- 
nacs. Some  circumstances  seem  to  indicate,  however,  that  it  will 
be  necessary  ere  long  to  publish  a  German  Almanac  also  of  our  own. 
In  this  matter  the  Board  will  be  guided  by  what  seems  to  be  the  wants 
of  the  Church  in  the  case  and  the  wishes  that  may  be  expressed  by 
Synod. 

As  the  action,  both  of  the  General  Synod  and  this  Synod,  called 
for  a  revision  of  the  Liturgy  for  the  use  of  the  Church,  provision 
must  necessarily  be  made  for  its  publication  as  revised  by  the  Committee 
of  Synod.  It  was  thought  that  the  Publication  Board  was  the  proper 
oi^n  through  which  this  work  should  be  done.  As  there  existed, 
however,  a  contract  between  the  Synod  and  the  firm  of  Lindsay  & 
Blakiston  for  the  publication  of  the  Liturgy, ^hich  would  not  expire 
^til  November  of  next  year,  and  even  then  its  publication  could  paas 
of  their  hands  only  on  certain  conditions,  it  became  necessary  for 
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Che  Board  to  bay  out  the  interest  of  the  said  firm,  in  order  to  be  in  a 
poBition  to  go  forward  with  the  work.  Such  a  purchase  was  happily 
effected  on  what  were  considered  very  reasonable  terms.  The  stereotyp- 
ing of  the  reyised  edition  has  accordingly  been  going  forward  during 
the  MSt  summer,  and  is  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  enable 
the  board  to  furnish  specimen  copies,  though  in  a  crude  form,  for 
the  examination  pf  Synod,  when  submitted  for  thb  purpose  by  the 
Liturgy  Committee. 

In  regard  to  the  publication  of  a  paper  in  the  Oerman  language, 
adapted  to  the  peculiar  wants  of  the  German  portion  of  the  Church  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  the  Board  would  state,  that  an  interview  was 
had  with  a  representative  member  of  the  committee  to  whom  this 
matter  was  committed  by  Synod,  and  it  was  proposed  on  behalf  of  the 
Board,  to  assume  the  sesponsibility  of  issuing  such  a  publication,  pro- 
vided it  would  be  issued  under  its  control  at  Philadelphia.  In  case 
this  should  not  be  thought  advisable  by  the  committee,  it  was  agreed, 
on  the  part  of  the  representative  of  the  Board,  that  they  would  interpose 
no  obstacles  to  its  going  forward  elsewhere  under  the  direction  of 
the  committee.  The  proposition  of  the  Board  to  publish  was  not 
accepted  by  the  committee.  What  has  been  done  in  any  other  direc- 
tion is  not  known  to  the  Board.  The  Synod,  however,  will  doubtless 
be  fully  apprized  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  by  the  com- 
mittee itself. 

The  property  of  the  Printing  Establishment  has  been  sold  during 
the  year  to  good  advantage.  The  amount  realized  and  to  be  realized 
for  it,  is  $7,100.  Last  winter  the  Legislature  of  the  State  made  an 
appropriation  of  $500,000  for  the  relief  of  those  who  suffered  by  the 
destruction  of  Chambersburg.  The  Board  thought  that  the  Printing 
Establishment  of  the  Church,  which  suffered  so  much  by  that  catas- 
trophe, would  very  naturally  be  a  proper  participant  in  the  benefits 
of  that  fund.  Its  head,  therefore,  deemed  it  his  duty  to  present  and 
press  the  claims  of  the  Publication  Board.  A  very  decided  opposition, 
however,  was  encountered  from  the  citizens  of  Chambersburg,  prompt- 
ed mainly  by  the  fact,  that  they  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  Church 
would  not  again  locate  its  publication  operations  in  their  place.  After 
a  somewhat  protracted  legal  struggle,  the  effort  was  successful  so  far 
as  to  realize  the  full  proportion  of  the  Board's  claim  on  the  realty  and 
a  part  of  the  proportion  of  its  claim  on  the  personalty.  The  amount 
realized  from  this  source  was  $7,514.70. 

For  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  better  opportunity  to  arrive  at  the 
exact  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  the  following  abstract  from  the 
full  statement  made  to  it,  is  given : 
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RBCSIPTS. 


u 
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ti 


Subsoriptions  to  "  Messenger"  and  advertising,    $8,702.61 

"  Kirchenwitung"      *      "  4,021.42 

"Guardian,"  1,364.70 

"  Child's  Treasury,"  2,143.1 1 

"  Lammerbirte,"  (9  mos.)  712.11 

Contributions  for  Relief,  11,838.36 

State  appropriation,  realty,  2,909.40 

"                "         personalty  4,605.30 

On  sale  of  Lot,  two  payments,  3,550.00 

"           "         Interest  on  one  payment,  54.22 

Books,  &c.,  sold  in  store,  &o.,  12,766.29 

$52,667.52 

Less  receipts  than  disbursements,  507.08 


$53,174.60 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Principal  of  former  indebtedness,                                         $12,267.04 
Interest  and  discount,  726.26 
Composition,  press  work  and  expediting,  Messenger,  3,591.10 
"                  "                        "          Kirchenzeitung,  2,197.56 
"                   "                         "           Guardian,  991.45 
"                   «                        «           Child's  Treasury,  556.25 
"                   "                        «           (10  m.)  Lammer- 
birte, 368.35 
Paper  for  Messenger  and  Kirchenzeitung,  4,601.90 
'«           Guardian,  545.00 
"           Child's  Treasury  and  Lammerbirte,  2,844.97 
"           Hymn  books,  Catechisms,  Almanacs,  &c.,  2,006.88 
Binding  account,  2,101  95 
Percentage  on  collections  and  new  subscribers,  960.22 
Expenses  collecting  Relief  subscriptions,  1,019.83 
United  States  Excise  tax,  560.38 
Attorney's  fees.  Crier's  fees,  and  Goyemment  tax  on  sale 

at  Chambersburg,  355.00 

Presswork  on  books  and  jobs,  parcelling,  &c.,  815.10 

Rent  for  nine  months,  300.00 

Salaries  for  editors,  contributors  and  other  employees,  &c.,  4,427.00 

Lindsay  &  Blakiston  for  Liturgy  plates,  &c.,  250.00 
All  other  expenses,  including  stock,  insurance,  postage, 

freights,  fixtures  of  store,  &c.,  &c.,  11,688.36 

$53,174.60 


n 
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J.  A.  Ejster,  deferred  payments, ^3,550  00 

*'            interest  due  on  same, 106  50 

Stock  on  hand,  in  Paper, 1,571  71 

"            „          Books  and  Stationery, 6,268  41 

«            "           Books  in  sheets 230  96 

Dae  on  Messenger,  (estimated), 5,000  00 

**         Kirchenzeitung,  (estimated), 2,500  00 

"        Guardian, 1,053  00 

"        Childs' Treasury, 619  90 

«     •  Lammerhirte, 422  50 

"        Subscription,  Relief,  (estimated,) 3,500  00 

Furniture  and  Fixtures, 800  00 

.Stereotype  Plates, 2,430  00 

Dae  on  Book  Accounts, 5,638  41 


$33  591  39 

Assets,  October  1,  1866, $33,591  39 

"       1,1865, 25,484  45 


Increase  of  Assets, $8,106,  94 

LIABILITIES. 

October  1,1865, $20,767  23 

"         1,1866, 9,008  61 


Decrease  of  Liabilities, $11,758  62 

NEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Messenger, ; 645 

Kirchenzeitung, 530 

Guardian, 236 

1865. 

Subscribers  Messenger 2^988 

"  Kirchenzeitung, 2,988 

"  Guardian, 1,129 

"  Childs' Treasury, 11,168 

'^  Lammerhirte, 

The  Board  has  had  under  consideration  the  propriety  of  procuring 
an  act  of  incorporation  for  the  Board,  and  have  thought  the  subject 
of  sufficient  importance  to  submit  it  to  Synod  for  its  action. 

A  very  general  and  earnest  desire  has  been  expressed  for  the  re- 
commencement of  a  Church  Reyiew.  The  wants  of  the  Church  seem 
to  call  loudly  for  something  of  this  kind ;  and  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  such  a  publication,  properly  eondacted,  can  now  be  sus- 
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Increase. 

3,408 

420 

3,032 

134 

1,150 

23 

17,506 

6,338 

6,072 

--nr»  in«iii  "ais  nr.-rs^s  sr  -li*  .'lorta.  •=!>»  B-ani  iii  not  ^i  job- 
ititHi  a  It  '^n^z  a  "^i*  mcffl'  ▼'^ai  -or  irat  smnurrHcr  it  o  tl*^  coa> 
flit^TT.i'ii  ir  rfu-i.     ^M*-   .iz^*:  ra.  xti  3»  ur^unt  m  refereace  to 

.^  '"ttie  I'lf-u:**  if  -lit  2«  art  s  rr'sziiy  3Hii*jub;r.  and  the  IaJ)orB 
#fcT-.  7.- -  i^t  a  i«ir  i-»3-rni  rirttr  j^i*n.-ii-^c  ir»  ':!€«•  m. as  tco  great  to 
be  ^^lirr*t  ^  t-*-*"  '^^  V  1-31.  Iff  v-i*  i^  "SI  lie  ■Jb.iT'iiu  iemanils  ch;i£  be 
thyi  'i  *:«  if  .-it^Ji  «i:5.«:*-nr  rtiinL      Tia  Zi.ar^  tii4;r?:'«:re.  re5p*^tfully 

vtki  ^^V'i  V,  2:««:t:i.i2±  ▼•-!  i-HL  :a  :it?  ^ilrirai.-  jt  cjie  -Meaeenzcr," 

^^        *  .  ••  -  ~ .  — 

%  9^'jkZJt  zk'^'^  Will  iSLi^  asssnae  lis  ir3*^a*  p^^rdoa  ot'  die  LLbor 
in  tbk*  ytn^^^JiT  iiCttr:ai»iar. 

1*1  ci>«>*/  :c-rir  r^C'-r^  "^•-  3»  ar£  ^lLs  rrsat  ri-!*«xre  in  stating 
that  t^j«  r*:-*:l>G4  'ir.ii  ii«*  S i7»ir-_i!:i'2.«£.-i'r  :t  i:s  -^ceniooa  eoatinne 
to  be  of  lh<  mo*t  z'*i=*a*  tiLin».T-«r.  ia»i  lie  wi:ie  ea:erprj*e  itaelf, 
with  tbe  eirn-iat  aai  f:il  ei:-:T*mr.  a  :c  the  »r2.-xrra.  proaiiaes  to  bo- 
c*>ine  a  mafer  of  T2<t  t-^tti-isi:  ::  th^  im-UEr^c*  *:i  liie  Cknrch. 

JU.»iiefrtf  ailj  sabni:::ei  ia  S»c'r  I'r  :f  ije  &:a_-i 

J'.»ILN"  WIEST.  Sfcrr/oTy. 
OrM/T  1^/A,  1806- 
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The  follow! fi«^  report  was  reeeired  frca  the  commiu^e  appointed 
by  th«  H)  nod  at  Lewisbarg,  to  whom  was  rtfejrcd  tbe  propriety  of 
Miblinhiiij?  a  (icrman  paper  adapted  Xo  tbe  wants  of  the  Germans  of 
CaiiUjrn  i'cniiHylvania,  and  referred  to  the  Committije  on  Publication 

To  ihr  Rrvcrrnd  Synod  of  the  Rt^foraietl  ClfLn:h  at  York^  Pa, 

Dkau  Huktiirkn: — 

Your  rr»inmilt(;c  oppointed  by  tbe  Synod  of  last  year  at  Lewisbnrg. 
(o  imtiiblinh,  in  connection  with  the  Board  of  Publication,  m  new  Ger- 
liiiin  piilMT,  odflpted  to  tbe  want«  of  the  Pennsylvania  German  portion 
of  our  (Jhurnb,  \>o>^  leave  to  report  the  following,  and  submit  it  to  tbe 
Jii'n',!iM'nt  of  Hynod. 

Vniir  iMiinfiiittoo  mot  at  Reading,  Pa.,80on  after  their  appointment  for 
I'MiiflMlliiflon,  nnd  for  the  purpoHc  of  opening  commnnicatioo  with  tbe 
PmIiIIhhIIoii  \hmn\,  A  pcrnonal  interview  with  Dr.  Fisher,  and  a 
Willl»'ii  i«'|»ly  from  bini  in  the  name  of  the  Board,  frustrated  our  mis- 
ulnM  I'tMu  «lm  v«iry  Htart,  upon  the  somewhat  too  broad  basis  prescribed 

n»f  II- 

V«HM"  iMUHiiitUiMt,  nn  they  apprehended  tbe  object  in  view,  and  be- 
llhviMl  tt'  to  Im  prii(*li(Mible,  concluded  to  locate  the  proposed  paper  in 
llMftillMjf,  Vn.  h  in  nocoHHttry,  if  the  project,  as  recommended  to  Sy- 
Hoil,  ffliiill  hiiiumumI,  that  Huch  a  paper  be  edited  by  one  who  is  inti- 
MiHh'ly  iM*<|tiHiii(4Ml  with  tho  Pennsylvania  German  element,  with  its 
(tMliifM  im  wull  an  good  quaiitiea,  and  with  its  developed  national  pe- 
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enliftritiefl,  and  able  to  write  fresk  from  the  heart  of  the  popular  life. 
We  koew  no  one  in  Philadelphia  whom  we  could  procure  as  editor, 
who  would  or  could  undertake  to  conduct  the  paper  from  this  parti- 
^mlar  stand-point.  We  then  thought  of  Reading,  where  a  person  of 
suitable  qualifications  was  disposed  to  undertake  the  enterprise.  We 
also  believed  that  the  issue  of  the  paper  from  the  midst  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Oermans,  would  itself  awaken  a  warm  interest  in  its  behalf. 
'  Upon  this  representation,  we  were  informed  by  the  Board  of.  Pub- 
lication, through  Dr.  Fisher,  that,  in  case  the  paper  be  issued  outside 
of  PhiUdelphia,  we  would  have  to  carry  forward  the  enterprise  on  our 
own  responsibility.  We  were  accordingly  at  an  end  with  the  matter 
on  the  proposed  basis.  We  had  no  means  to  commence  the  enterprise, 
and  could  not  also  find  fault  with  the  position  of  the  Board,  inasmuch 
aa  they  wished  to  manage  the  pecuniary  matters  themselves. 

The  subject  was  suffered  to  rest  here  for  the  present,  in  order  to 
afford  an  opportunity  to*  apply  to  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania, 
and  seek  from  them  the  means  to  carry  forward  the  undertaking.  The 
Lebanon  Classis  entered  into  the  matter  with  spirit,  and  cheerfully 
assumed  one-third  of  the  necessary  expenditure.  The  Goshenhoppen 
Classis  did  the  same.  The  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  however, 
having  just  passed  through  a  pecuniary  crisis,  laid  the  matter  in  ad- 
vance on  the  table,  without  acting  upon  it;  and  thus  was  our  under- 
taking again  frustrated. 

We  made  new  efforts  to  carry  the  proposed  measure  into  effect,  and 
that  in  a  private  way,  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  to  Synod 
that  our  efforts  have  been  successful.  We  have  received  a  reliable 
proposition  from  a  competent  person,  who  is  willing  to  undertake  the 
publication  and  editing  of  the  paper,  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee, at  bis  own  risk,  on  condition  that  the  paper  be  located  in 
Reading.  We  can  most  positively  inform  the  Synod,  that  the  new 
paper  will  make  its  appearance  in  the  middle  of  December  next,  with- 
out subjecting  it  to  any  pecuniary  outlay,  and  still  keeping  the  whole 
matter  under  its  control,  in  case  it  approves  of  starting  the  enterprise 
proposed,  and  expresses  its  approval  by  the  continuance  of  a  com- 
mittee, to  which  its  further  management  shall  be  intrusted. 

The  committee  desires  most  earnestly  to  impress  upon  the  Synod 
the  necessity  of  a  paper  in  the  interest  of  the  I'ennsylvania  Germans; 
and  to  this  end  would  call  attention  to  the  following  facts : — Where 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America  has  remained  German,  as  in  East 
Pennsylvania,  it  has  developed  itself  in  a  peculiar  manner,  so  that  the 
Pennsylvania  German  element  of  our  Church  is  essentially  different 
from  that  of  European  immigrants.  The  mode  of  thought  and  life 
of  the  Pennsylvania  German,  according  to  the  difference  of  degree  of 
eultivation,  varies  from  that  of  the  foreigner;  and  the  Church  accord- 
ingly, where  it  prevails,  necessarily  wears  a  different  aspect.  Our 
Pennsylvania  Germans  are  not  heartless,  neither  are  they  ignorant  of 
the  principles  of  Christianity;  but  they  are  grtatly  ignorant  as  to 
every  thing  that  transpires  in  the  Church  beyond  their  own  oongre- 
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gatiom.  Oar  members  here  know  bat  little  of  the  coarse  of  devdop* 
meat  going  forward  externally  and  internally  in  the  Church  in  genenJ, 
of  her  institutions  and  wants.  From  this  ignorance  of  the  Church 
arises  mistrust  and  the  inactiyity  of  our  members.  They  contribute 
an  willingly,  because  they  do  not  know  for  what  they  contribute.  Let 
this  people  be  enlightened  by  a  paper  adapted  to  their  wants^  not  by 
one  furnishing  mere  literary  articles ;  by  one  which  has  a  specific  ol>- 
ject  in  view,  and  not  by  one  filled  out  with  indiscriminate  reading 
matter,  merely  for  the  sake  of  being  full,  and  their  influence  will  soon 
be  felt  in  the  afiairs  of  the  Church. 

The  Pennsylvania  portion  is  no  small  factor  in  our  Keformed 
Church.  This  element  embraces  no  less  than  thirty  thousand  souls, 
who  live  in  the  heart  of  Pennsylvania,  and  if  aroused  from  their  in- 
activity, with  the  wealth  they  possess,  they  must  contribute  materially 
to  the  strength  of  the  Church.  Is  it  right  and  is  it  wise  to  withhold 
from  this  multitude  proper  attention  ? 

We  do  not  regard  the  '^  Kirchenzeitung"  as  an  organ  for  this  por- 
tion of  the  Church,  not  to  enter  into  matters  more  specifically.  The 
same  view  holds  also  with  regard  to  the  "  Lammerhirte,"  whose  ex- 
ternal appearance  is  so  very  commendable.  Not  because,  as  the 
'*  Kirchenzeitung"  recently  inquired :  '^  Are  the  articles  contained  in 
these  papers  too  excessively  learned  V*  0  no !  The  excessively 
learned  character  of  the  articles  is  not  exactly  the  thing.  Nor  is  it 
because,  as  some  brethren  altogether  misapprehend  our  enterprise — 
^'  We  here,  in  East  Pennsylvania,  desire  only  a  small  and  eheap 
paper."  No !  but  because  those  papers,  as  is  plainly  evinced  by  the 
facts  already  indicated,  do  not  know  what  kind  of  aliment  this  portion 
of  the  Church  needs,  or  do  not  regard  it  worth  the  effort  properly  to 
provide  for  it. 

Your  committee,  afber  careful  consideration,  have  endeavored  to  em- 
body in  the  following  plan  the  principles  by  which  a  paper  should  be 
controlled  that  shall  be  of  service  to  the  Pennsylvania  Germans: 

I.  The  main  object  of  the  paper  under  the  head,  "  Church." 

(a.)  The  exposition  of  Congregational,  Classical,  and  Synodical 
matters.  * 

(6.)  The  discussion  and  presentation  of  the  doings  of  Synod  and 
Classes. 

II.  Edifying  articles  in  the  spirit  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

III.  Leading  articles. 

IV.  News  from  the  Church  of  Christ. 

(a.)  Mission.^.  (6  )  Parochial  activity.  Incidents  in  the  congre- 
gations, based  upon  the  daily  occurrences,  and  the  parochial  reports 
to  the  Classes,  which  have  hitherto  remained  literally  unnoticed. 

V.  Congregational  Histories.     Biographies  of  Reformed  Ministers. 

VI.  Family  Circle. 

VI I.  Orphans*  Home. 

VIII.  Ecclesiastical  Notices. 
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We  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  paper  conducted  npon  these  prinoi- 
plee  would  be  of  great  account  to  our  neglected  members. 

Committing  this  important  subject  to  the  judgment  and  disposal  of 
Synod,  we  subscribe  ourselyes,  with  all  due  respect, 

Yours  &c., 

W.  A.  HELFRICH, 

C.  H.  LEINBACH,   \' Oommittee. 

P.  S.  FISHER, 


•1 


The  Committee  on  Pujblication,  to  whom  the  foregoing  reports  were 
referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  reoeiyed  and 
adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Publication  begs  leave  respectfully  to  report: 

That  the  Synod  has  rarely  been  favored  with  an  annual  statement 
of  the  operations,  condition,  and  prospects -of  our  publication  interests, 
80  satisfactory  and  cheering  as  that  which  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee.  Taking  into  due  consideration  the  disad- 
vantages unavoidably  attending  the  removal  of  such  an  institution 
from  an  old  to  a  new  home,  and  the  entire  change  made  in  the  plan 
of  conducting  our  work,  it  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  a  very  re- 
markable and  encouraging  &ct,  that  the  Board  has  succeeded  as  far 
as  it  has,  in  making  their  operations  so  nearly  self-sustaining.  In  this 
fhct  we  may  see  a  certain  pledge,  that,  by  prudent  care  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  interests  intrusted  to  the  Board,  this  department  ef  Church 
enterprise  will  not  only  soon  become  wholly  self-supporting  in  the  form 
in  which  it  is  now  carried  on,  but  a  source  of  considerable  revenue  to 
the  Church. 

From  the  report  we  gather  the  following  items  meriting  special 
notice : 

Of  the  amount  pledged  by  the  Synod  of  Lancaster,  (1864,)  for  the 
relief  and  permanent  endowment  of  the  Publication  Board,  ($60,000,) 
only  |5,439.45  were  paid  in  during  the  succeeding  Synodical  year, 
and  subsequently,  by  special  agency  efforts,  this  sum  was  increased 
by  $11,838.36,  in  addition  to  which  $3,500  have  been  secured  by 
subscriptions,  making  in  all  820,777.81.  It  is  easy,  by  striking  the 
balance,  to  see  how  far  short  the  amount  realized  falls  of  what  was 
pledged. 

In  view  of  the  fact,  that  a  proper  building  will  soon  be  required  in 
order  to  meet  the  wants  of  this  branch  of  our  work,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  renewed  efforts  will  be  made  to  secure  the  whole  -sum  originally 
proposed;  and  we  recommend  that  the  Board  be  renewedly  authorized 
to  adopt  such  measures  for  accomplishing  this  object,  as  may  be  deemed 
most  practicable  and  effective.  For  the  present,  indeed,  the  rooms 
rented  for  the  purpose  may  answer  the  real  necessities  of  the  case,  but 
the  acconmiodations  are  altogether  too  limited  to  serve  the  annually 
increasing  amount  of  business. 
6 
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For  tbe  various  items  of  receipt  and  expenditure,  we  may  refer  to 
the  succinct  account  given  in  the  report.  The  gross  receipts  will  be 
found  to  include  sums  received  upon  the  property  in  Ghambersburg. 
The  Board  merits  congratulation  upon  their  success  in  this  matter. 
The  expenditures  exceed  the  receipts  by  $507.08;  but  as  an  ofiset  to 
this  fact,  the  assets  have  been*  increased  by  $8,106.94,  whilst  indebt* 
edness  to  the  amount  of  $12,267.04  has  been  cancelled. 

The  items  referring  to  the  number  of  subscribers  to  our  Church 
periodicals,  show  that  much  still  remains  to  be  done  to  secure  the  cir- 
culation to  which  they  are  entitled.  More  than  a  mere  recommenda- 
tion of  Synod  seems  to  be  needed.  We  suggest,  therefore,  that  the 
Board  itself  be  requested  to  use  the  most  vigorous  measures  for  this 
purpose. 

With  reference  to  the  early  resumption  of  the  publication  of  the 
Review,  the  committee  recommend  that  the  Board  of  Publication  be 
granted  permission  to  go  forward  with  the  publication  of  a  Church 
Review,  in  case  they  deem  it  advisable. 

As  regards  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  German  paper,  your 
Committee  recommend  the  approval  of  the  plan  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  its  incorporation  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  and  that  the 
committee  on  the  €rerman  paper  be  continued  and  instructed  to  go 
forward  to  issue  the  paper  in  the  way  they  have  proposed. 

For  the  satisfactory  reasons  given  in  the  report,  the  Committee  re- 
commends to  Synod  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  person  as  associate 
editor  of  the  Messenger,  that  in  this  way  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Establishment  may  be  relieved  of  a  portion  of  his  oppressive  labors. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBERQER,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  authorized  to  secure 
the  services  of  a  co-editor  for  the  present  year. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Baus- 
man,  appointed  by  the  last  Synod  to  collect  moneys  for  the  relief  of 
the  Board  of  Publication,  and  adopted : 

Report  of  the  General  Agent  of  the  Printing  Establishment. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  the  undersigned  was  appointed 
General  Agent  of  the  Printing  Establishment,  with  instructions  to 
collect  funds  for  its  relief  and  use.  Having  charge  of  a  large  con- 
gregation, it  was  impossible  to  give  as  much  time  to  the  cause  as  its 
impovtance  demanded.  After  spending  all  his  leisure  time  for  several 
months  in  vniting  different  parts  of  the  Church,  soliciting  donations, 
and  preparing  the  minds  of  the  people  for  the  work,  he  employed  a 
number  of  brethren  as  sub-agents,  who  canvassed  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  charges.  Those  who  labored  in  this  capacity  are,  Rev.  D.  W. 
Wolff,  Rev.  Dr  ScHneck,  Elder  J.  Klopp,  Rev.  Geo.  Wolff,  D.  Bossier, 
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M.  A.  Smith,  G.  H.  Leiabacb,  Geo.  B.  Dechant,  D.  Feete,  and  Messrs. 
Samuel  Leiobaob,  and  Tyson  Himmelberger.  Tbese  brethren  have 
serred  faithfully,  and  deserve  the  gratitude  of  the  Church.  Some  pas- 
tors kindly  volunteered  to  canvass  their  own  congregations,  and  raised 
creditable  amounts  in  this  way.  Your  agent  cannot  forbear  expressing 
his  gratitude  to  the  many  kind  friends  he  met  in  dififerent  sections  of 
the  Church,  who  encouraged  his  endeavors  by  word  and  deed.  The 
amount  secured  in  cash  and  subscriptions,  will  be  reported  by  the 
Business  Agent  of  the  Printing  Establishment. 

This  agency  was  forced  upon  me  a  year  ago,  in  spite  of  my  remon* 
strance.  I  have  tried  to  be  faithful  to  my  appointment,  as  well  as  my 
pastoral  duties  permitted.  I  hereby  tender  my  resignation  of  the 
position,  and  respectfully  ask  the  Synod  to  relieve  me  from  further 
duties  in  this  direction.         Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  BAUSMAN. 


The  Classis  of  Lancaster,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Glasses,  requested  Synod  to  have  all  the  Minutes  to  which  their 
Classis  is  entitled,  sent  to  their  Stated  Clerk.  The  Stated  Clerk  of 
Synod  was  instructed  to  comply  with  this  request. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  in  regard 
to  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  Minutes  of  last  year,  and 
adopted : 

The  undersigned,  as  Stated  Clerk,  respectfully  reports, 

That  he  caused  the  number  of  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  last 
annual  sessions  to  be  printed  in  the  English  -and  German  languages, 
as  directed  by  Synod,  and  distributed  them  amongst  the  several 
Classes,  in  accordance  with  the  standing  rule  of  Synod.  The  expenses 
incurred  were  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  and  the  amount  will  doubtless 
be  reported  by  him. 

The  Stated  Clerk  has  procured  a  new  seal  for  the  use  of  Synod,  ac- 
cording to  instructions,  at  a  cost  of  910,  which  has  been  paid  by  the 
Treasurer  of  Synod.  An  impression  from  the  seal  accompanies  this 
report  Kespectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  R.  FLSHER. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

CHITBCH  GOVEB17MENT. 

The  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  submitted  to  Synod  the  decision  of  the  question 
of  validity  or  want  of  validity  of  infant  baptism  administered  by  the 
mother.  This  question  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  H.  Oiesy,  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  and  Joseph  W.  Santee, 
with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  annual  sessions  of  Syood. 
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The  Classis  of  Lancaster,  as  reported  bj  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  asked  Synod  to  answer  the  question,  whether  in  the  elec- 
tion of  laj-delegates  to  Synod,  the  Classis  is  limited  to  those  Elders 
who  are  not  only  appointed  delegates  by  the  Consistories,  but  are  also 
in  actual  attendanpe  upon  the  annual  meeting.  In  reference  to  this 
request,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  be  hereby  declared  to  be  the  sense  of  this  Synod, 
that  the  Classes,  in  electing  Elders  as  delegates  to  Synod^  are  restricted 
to  the  acting  delegates  of  their  respective  bodies. 

The  Classis  of  Clarion,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Classes,  requested  Synod  to  take  measures  to  have  the  English  Hymn 
Book  revised,  so  as  to  conform  it  more  to  the  order  of  the  Church 
year  and  the  Provisional  Liturgy.  In  reference  to  this  request,  the 
following  minute  was  adopted : 

During  the  past  few  years,  the  subject  of  hymnology  has  awakened 
increased  interest  Growing  attention  is  being  given  to  it.  The  lead- 
ing denominations  have  either  ordered,  or  are  now  discussing  the  pro- 
priety of,  a  revision  of  their  hymn  books.  The  subject  is  far  in  advance 
of  what  it  was  only  a  decade  of  years  since. 

The  hymn  book  is  an  essential  part  of  church  cultus.  It  has  an  im- 
mense educational  power.  Giving  outward  form  to  the  devotions  of  a 
people,  it  moulds  insensibly  their  faith  and  religious  life. 

A  hymn  book,  to  be  up  to  the  high  position  the  Reformed  Church, 
in  her  long  liturgical  movement,  stretching  over  a  period  of  nearly 
twenty  years,  has  come  to  occupy,  must  be  constructed  upon  the  same 
system  of  thought  and  worship.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  our 
present  hymn  book,  formed  years  ago,  good  in  its  own  order,  does 
not  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  Church  at  the  present  time. 

Besides,  a  hymn  book  should  be  ruled  by  the  form  of  thought  and 
spirit  holding  in  its  authoriied  order  of  worship.  The  liturgy  and 
hymn  book  should  be  of  a  piece — ^breathing  the  same  spirit.  There- 
fore, 

Eesoirfii^  That  the  General  Synod  be  requested,  at  its  approaching 
meeting,  to  commit  the  matter  of  a  new  collection  of  hymns  for  the 
use  of  the  Church  to  a  special  committee. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCF.LLANSOl'S. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Rev.  Br. 
John  IL  A.  BomWrger  announced  to  Synod,  that  he  had  received  in- 
telligenoe  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Helff^nstein,  D.D.,  which 
had  taken  place  at  his  residence  near  North  Wales,  Montgomery 
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County,  Pa.,  ihe  preyious  morning,  October  17th,  at  nine  o'clock. 
He  accompanied  the  announcement  with  some  appropriate  remarks, 
in  which  he  was  followed  bj  several  other  brethren.  A  committee 
was  then  appointed^  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dietrich  Willers,  Dr.  John 
H.  A.  Bomberger,  and  Theodore  Apple,  to  draft  a  minute  on  the  sub- 
ject. This  committee  reported  the  following,  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

A  Father  in  Israel  has  fallen !  The  Rev.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  D.D., 
the  most  aged  minister  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  departed  this  life  at  his  residence,  near  North  Wales, 
Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  17th  instant,  in 
the  ninety-second  year  of  his  age. 

His  history  is  intimately  connected  with  that  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church  in  this  country.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Albert 
Helffenstein,  a  prominent  minister  of  the  Church  in  his  day,  and  ac- 
cordingly was  trained  from  his  earliest  years  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism.  His  classical  education  was  pursued  under 
the  direction  of  the  distinguished  classical  scholar,  Frederici,  and 
having  devoted  himself  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  he  studied  the- 
ology under  the  direction  of  his  father.  He  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  gospel  in  the  year  1796,  and  soon  afterwards  succeeded  the  Rev. 
William  Hendel,  as  pastor  of  the  Race  Street  Church,  in  Philadel- 
phia. In  this  relation  he  continued  until  the  year  1830,  when  he  re- 
signed his  charge,  and  removed  to  North  Wales. 

During  his  residence  in  Philadelphia,  he  earnestly  devoted  himself 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  labored  diligently  for  the  interests  of 
the  Reformed  Church.     As  the  Church  at  that  time  had  no  classical 
or  theological  institutions,  he  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the 
preparing  of  young  men  for  the  ministry.     A  large  number  were  thus 
trained  under  his  instructions,  who  became  useful  laborers  in  the  vine- 
yard of  the  Lord,  among  whom  may  be  named  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hoffe- 
ditz,  Isaac  Gerhart,  Henry  Gerhart,  David  Kaemmerer,  and  others. 
Three  of  his  sons  also  devoted  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
For  a  short  time  he  edited  a  religious  periodical  in  the  interests  of  the 
German   Reformed   Church,  and  he  also  published  a  Compend  of 
Christian  Theology. 

After  his  removal  to  North  Wales,  he  took  charge  of  the  church  at 
Lower  Saucon,  which  he  served  for  several  years,  until  his  failing 
.strength  constrained  him  to  resign. 

He  was  ever  a  fast  friend  of  the  Church.  He  took  a  deep  interest 
in  all  the  early  movements  which  looked  to  the  establishment  of 
literary  and  theological  institutions,  and  continued  to  manifest  it, 
after  they  were  brought  into  actual  existence,  even  to  the  end  of  his 
long  life.  Of  this  he  gave  special  tangible  evidence,  by  his  liberal 
contributions  in  connection  with  the  Tercentenary  celebration  of  the 
Hcidelbe^  Catechism  in  1863. 

Full  of  days  and  years,  he  has  at  last  gone  to  his  reward.  Hal- 
lowed be  his  memory  1 
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We  conclude  this  brief  tribute  of  respect,  by  recommending  the 
foUovfing  resolutions  for  adoption : 

Besolvedy  That  this  Synod  deems  it  a  priyilege  to  give  this  formal 
and  sincere  expression  to  its  high  estimate  of  the  personal  excellence, 
(Christian  worth,  and  eminent  ability  of  the  Rey.  Samuel  Helffenstein^ 
D.D.,  of  all  which  so  many  proofs  were  given  during  his  long  public 
life,  extending  through  more  than  two  generations;  and  especially  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  active  interest  and  zeal  he  ever  manifested  in 
every  thing  pertaining  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  at  large,  and 
which  he  continued  to  show  with  unabated  ardor,  during  the  last 
years  of  his  life. 

Rssolved,  That  we  heartily  condole  with  his  sons,  our  ministerial 
brethren,  and  the  other  members  of  the  family,  in  the  death  of  their 
venerable  father,  and  commend  them  to  the  support  and  consolations 
of  divine  grace  under  their  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bomberger,  the  Rev.  N.  Gehr,  and 
the  Rev.  J.  G.  Wiehle,  be  commissioned  to  bear  the  above  action  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  to  represent  this  body  at  the  Mineral 
services  on  next  Monday. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Dietrich  Willers,  CTiairman. 

The  first  Thursday  evening  of  the  sessions  was  assigned  for  the 
hearing  of  the  address  before  the  Historical  Society.  The  address 
was  delivered  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bernard  C. 
Wolff,  presenting  a  history  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  York,  Pa. 

The  Committee  on  the  Digest  of  the  Proceedings  of  Synod  reported 
progress.  The  committee,  af^er  having  been  changed  so  as  to  make 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Chairman,  was  continued  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be  practicable. 

The  committee  to  whoih  was  referred  the  propriety  of  establishing 
a  Female  Seminary,  under  the  direction  of  Synod,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

Beloved  Fathers  and  Brethren: — 

We  have  not  been  able  to  enter  upon  the  work  assigned  us  with 
that  zeal  and  earnestness  which  the  interest  of  Female  Education  itself 
demands.  The  reason  of  this  lay  mainly  in  the  conviction  which  we 
found  it  impossible  to  eradicate,  that  the  Synod  did  not,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee,  act  with  that  responsible  apprehension  of 
the  claims  and  magnitude  of  the  subject,  which  is  essential  to  its  prac- 
tical inauguration :  that,  for  whatever  reason^  it  was  not,  in  the  way 
of  earnest  spirit,  prepared  for  the  question  under  its  actual  practical 
character;  and  that  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  more  to  make 
room  for  other  business,  than  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  properly 
digested,  with  a  view  then  to  enter  practically  upon  the  great  work 
which  it  must  involve. 
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Notwithstanding  this,  and  some  other  discouragements,  however, 
your  committee  met  and  considered  the  subject  as  earnestly  and  fully 
aft  circumstances  and  their  ability  admitted.  In  regard  to  the  import- 
ance of  such  an  enterprise  for  the  Church,  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee are  all  of  one  mind.  Indeed,  as  touching  this  point,  the 
committee  is  of  opinion,  that  it  is  entirely  too  late  in  the  day  for  any 
one  even  to  intimate  misgiving  or  doubt.  It  is  important  in  itself. 
The  female  mind,  no  less  than  the  male,  demands  education.  In  the 
nature  of  the  ease,  here  can  be  no  distinction;  the  gross  spirit  of 
materialism  only  can  here  plead  for  difference.  The  demand  for  edu- 
cation arisiug  from  the  mind  itself,  is  as  great  in  the  case  of  the  female, 
as  it  can  be  in  the  case  of  the  male. 

Nor  are  the  results,  when  properly  Viewed,  flowing  from  the  educat- 
ed female  mind,  less  rich,  varied,  telling  and  productive  in  its  own 
sphere,  than  those  which  flow  from  the  educated  mind  of  the  opposite 
Bex.  The  influence  of  women  in  the  bosom  of  societv,  cannot  be  fully 
estimated.  It  lies  so  vitally  in  the  principle  that  gives  original  form 
to  character,  and  acts  through  such  manifold  mediums,  by  such  subtle 
and  mysterious  instrumentalities,  and  withal  so  constantly  and  power- 
fully, though  for  the  most  part  silently,  that  no  reflection  can  so  gather 
it  up  as  to  give  to  it  a  representation  which  will  be  at  all  commensurate 
with  its  own  great  wholeness,  and  yet  we  all  have  some  inward  sense  of 
its  silent  mightiness.  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  furnish  both  the 
fonndation  and  moral  nerve  to  society  in  every  department;  and  when 
we  come  to  have  any  proper  conception  of  the  vital  relation  holding 
between  morality  and  all  forms  of  human  prosperity,  we  cannot  but 
deeply  realize  the  force  of  woman's  claims,  not  only  to  education,  but 
also  to  the  highest  style  of  education,  of  which  her  mind  and  moral 
nature  are  susceptible. 

But  the  claims  of  women  in  this  view,  stand  forth  with  still  greater 
boldness  as  she  is  regarded  in  her  relation  to  Christianity  and  the 
Church.  Here  woman  has  ever  been  a  power — a  power  with  which  • 
man,  in  his  greatest  gifts,  has  never  been  able  successfully  to  compete. 
Who  but  woman  has  created  the  beautiful  and  moulding  human  ideal 
of  religion,  which  lives  in.  and  speaks  to,  every  community?  Whose 
devoted  conduct  but  that  of  a  woman's,  constrained  by  the  love  of 
Christ,  has,  in  so  practical  a  way,  confirmed  the  theoretic  evidences  of 
religion,  and  given  such  moral  attraction  to  the  Church  as  to  render  it 
a  charm  even  to  the  coarse  and  carnal  world?  In  almost  every  congre- 
gation females  are  found,  not  only  to  be  the  most  numerous,  but  also 
the  most  zealous  and  laborious.  tJpon  them,  especially  those  that  are 
young,  depends  for  the  most  part  the  entire  tone  and  character  of  so- 
ciety as  it  there  prevails.  When  these  young  ladies  are  properly 
educated,  and  thus  qualified  to  act  efficiently  in  their  high  position, 
you  have  at  once  an  attractive  and  moulding  power  in  the  Church, 
which  is  felt  for  good  upon  the  whole  community.  But  where  this 
youthful  female  membership  of  the  Church  is  neglected  intellectually, 
you  have  a  lack  of  moral  and  attractive  force  for  which  there  is  noth- 
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ing  that  can  serve  as  a  recompense.  It  is  tbrougli  the  intellectual 
qualities  of  woman  alone,  purposely  developed,  that  the  Church  can 
come  to  its  true  social  position  and  moral  power. 

Now,  your  committee  believe  that. the  German  Reformed  Church  Id 
this  country  needs  this  moral  power  arising  from  the  cultivated  female 
mind,  as  much  as  any  other;  and  that  our  Church  is  as  much  under 
obligation,  in  proportion  to  her  ability,  as  any  other,  to  furnish  the 
facilities  for  true  female  education.  Indeed,  we  regard  the  Reformed 
Church,  in  view  of  her  peculiar  character,  as  more  especially  and  so- 
lemnly called  of  God,  not  only  to  stand  prominent  in  this  wedded  union 
of  religion  and  aesthetics,  which  finds  its  true  ground  in  woman,  but 
to  lead  the  way  in  all  those  efforts  which  are  calculated  to  develop 
this  form  of  power  in  the  Church,  and  bring  it  to  bear  with  the  force 
of  divine  benediction  upon  the  world  without. 

It  falls  not  within  the  province  of  the  committee  to  show,  in  any 
extended  form,  how  much  we  have  lost  in  the  past,  how  much  we  are 
still  losing,  and  how  this  loss  will  increase  in  the  future,  by  not  funding 
at  least  a  reasonable  portion  of  our  ability,  moral  and  material,  in  favor 
of  an  object  so  noble  in  itself  and  so  powerful  for  good  in  its  results. 
In  consequence  of  this  neglect,  we  have  not  only  failed  to  secure  hun- 
dreds, who  by  birth  and  otherwise,  belonged  to  us,  but  we  have  also, 
in  this  negative  way,  ^rnished  the  occasion  for  equal  numbers,  who 
were  once  an  actual  part  of  our  ecclesiastical  family,  to  leave  us,  and 
seek  spiritual  homes  where  society,  in  this  intellectual  point  of  view, 
was  more  congenial  to  them.  And  no  one  can  understand  the  proper 
tone  of  the  present  age,  without  perceiving  that  this  female  intellectual 
feature  is  even  more  important  now,  than  it  has  been  in  any  previous 
period,  and  that  it  will  be  more  important  in  the  future  than  it  is  now. 
No  education,  simply  in  the  male  department^  however  high  and  com- 
plete it  may  be,  can  ever  accomplish  fully  the  true  end  of  education  so 
far  as  the  Church  especially  is  concerned.  We  cannot,  therefore,  see 
how  the  Church  can  afford  to  set  this  interest  aside  any  longer,  in  view 
of  demands  arising  from  other  quarters.  This  is  evidently  the  demand 
for  the  present.  This  is  certainly  a  late  enough  day  to  begin  an  enter- 
prise, which  is  so  essentially  wrapped  up  in  the  true  life  of  the  Church 
itself,  and  which  should  take  practical  form  with  her  birth,  and  grow 
with  her  growth.  Surely,  we  may  not  hope  to  begin  it  at  a  much  later 
day.  We  doubt  whether  any  Church,  in  the  utter  neglect  of  this  in- 
terest, can  in  this  age  rationally  expect  to  hold  its  Q,wn — still  more  do 
we  doubt  its  ability  to,press  its  way  upward  and  onward  to  any  thing 
like  enlarged  prosperity. 

The  Female  Seminary  we  regard  then  as  a  simple  necessity.  The 
demand  for  it  arises  from  every  quarter,  and  is  imperative  in  every 
view.  We  cannot  repress  our  admiration,  as  we  follow  the  history  of 
Moses,  the  intrepid  leader  of  the  ancient  Church;  but  in  this  admira- 
tion we  must  not  overlook  Miriam ^  whose  history,  if  not  as  brilliant, 
is  equally  impressive ;  and  whose  work,  in  its  own  sphere,  was  no  less 
imn/M-foQt  than  his.     Male  and  female  created  he  them ;  and  as  they 
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supplemented  eacli  other  in  all  the  great  movements  of  providence 
and  grace,  they  most  be  sapposed  as  carrying  an  equal  claim  to  every 
form  of  discipline,  which  may  tend  to  qualify  them  for  their  respective 
spheres.  There  can,  indeed,  be  no  Uatholic  Christianity  that  does 
not,  in  some  real  practical  way,  make  room  for  it.  Mary  has  as  much 
claim,  to  say  the  least,  as  Joseph,  to  the  practical  regard  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  this  view.  Every  Church  owes  it  to  itself,  as  well  as  to 
its  female  membership,  to  establish  and  vigorously  sustain  such  an  in- 
stitution. This  is  plainly  what  we  need  as  a  distinctive  denomination, 
and  this  is  what  we  must  have,  not  only  in  theory,  but  in  the  way  of 
practical  operation,  if  we  are  fully  to  accomplish  our  mission  as  a 
Church,  or  even  retain  in  the  way  of  membership  and  moral  force 
what  we  already  possess.  Coming  to  this  conclusion,  the  only  remain- 
ing question  is,  How  may  such  a  Female  Seminary  be  inavgurated  f 

We  answer  briefly,  that  it  may  be  done  on  either  one  of  two  general 
principles : 

I. — On  the  principle  of  imiividual  enterprise.     Thus, 

1.  Let  the  Synod  select  either  one  individual,  or  more,  prominently 
fitted  for  this  department  of  Christian  labor,  and  authorize  him  or 
them  to  establish  a  female  school,  such  as  the  Synod  may  designate, 
and  pledge  to  him  or  them  all  the  patronage  of  the  Church  in  this 
view,  so  &r  as  this  can  be  enlisted ;  the  person  or  persons  so  under- 
taking to  run  all  the  pecuniary  risks,  and  to  keep  all  the  pecuniary 
profits — the  Church  securing  nothing  but  the  education  of  her 
daughters.     Or, 

2.  Let  the  Synod  contract  with  one  or  more  individuals  to  furnish 
t ,  with  a  view  to  give  such  seminary  a  foundation  and  begin- 
ning, on  condition  of  a  return  of per  cent,  on  all  income  be- 
yond 8 .     Or, 

3.  Let  a  certain  number  of  wealthy  members  of  the  Church  be 
secured,  who  will  contribute  each  $— ,  constituting  an  endow- 
ment fund ;  let  these  persons  be  a  Board,  or  form  one  from  their 
own  number,  who  will  assume  the  enterprise  and  conduct  it  in  the  name 
of  and  for  the  Church,  taking  the  net  profit  as  the  interest  on  the  in- 
vestment, the  Church  engaging  her  patronage  to  the  extent  of  her 
ability. 

II. — On  the  principle  of  Synod  teal  enterprise. 

Let  the  Synod  itself  make  arrangements  to  raise  $ ,  as  a 

building  and  endowment  fund;  constitute  a  Board,  and  through  the 
Board  take  the  whole  management  of  the  iastitution  into  its  own 
hands — the  income  above  current  expenses  to  be  annually  added  to 
the  endowment  fund,  until  it  shall  reach  the  sum  of  $ — - — ;  after 
which  it  shall  be  given  to  benevolence  aff  the  Synod  judge  best. 

In  either  case,  let  it  be  known  as  the  Reformed  Female  College. 

Now,  take  either  of  these  principles  or  modes,  and  your  committee 
believe  that  the  enterprise  is  feasible.  But  as  this  is  a  late  day  at 
which  to  begin  the  interest,  the  committee  are  most  inclined  to  that 
scheme  which  would  place  the  school,  from  the  start,  at  as  advanced  a 
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The  Glassifl  of  Mercersburg,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Minatea  of  Classes,  petitioned  Synod  to  take  into  earnest  considera- 
tion the  genera]  literary  interests  of  oar  Church,  and,  if  possible, 
initiate  measures  for  the  establishment  of  a  German  Reformed  Uni- 
versity, or  some  institution  of  a  kindred  character.  The  general  sub- 
ject embraced  in  this  petition  was  considered  in  connection  with  the 
consideration  of  the  propositions  submitted  by  the  Committee  from 
Franklin  and  Marshall  Colleges. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Hon.  John 
Cessna  appeared  in  Synod  as  the  representative  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  He 
stated  that  he  had  certain  propositions  to  submit  to  the  cosideration 
of  Synod,  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees,  involving  a  re-construction  of 
the  Board ;  and  asked  Synod  to  fix  a  time  when  she  would  hear  and 
act  upon  the  proportions.  The  hearing  of  the  propositions  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  following  morning  at  the  opening 
of  the  session.  At  the  time  appointed,  the  propositions  were  received 
and  some  remarks  heard  in  explanation  of  their  nature  and  design. 
They  were  then  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  one  member  from 
each  Classis  represented  in  Synod.  The  committee  consists  of  the 
following  persons:  Kev.  George  W.  Aughinbaugh,  John  Beck, 
-Franklin  W.  Kremer,  John  M.  Titzel,  Samuel  H.  Giesy,  John  C. 
Hensell,  George  W.  Welker,  Dr.  Philip  Schaff,  William  G.  Engle, 
David  E  Klopp,  Israel  8.  Weisz,  and  Elders  Henry  Shriver,  George 
Cook,  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  David  Eschbach,  and  Henry  F.  Trautman. 
This  committee  submitted  their  report.  It  was  received,  and  after 
a  full  discussion,  and  several  amendments,  adopted.  The  report,  as 
amended  and  adopted,  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  Franklin  and   Marshall    College  respectfully 
.  report,  that  the  following  *'  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,"  was  placed  in  their  hands : 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees^  May  24, 1866. 

Retolvefl,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  present  the 
whole  subject  of  erection  of  additional  buildings,  and  the  other  wants 
of  the  College,  to  the  citizens  of  !(iancaster  city  and  county ;  one  of 
the»e  to  present  the  same  subject  to  the  members  of  the  Board  ;  and 
one  of  them  to  appear  in  person  before  the  Synod  of  the  German 
llcformed  Church  at  York,  with  a  vie\^  of  urging  upon  its 
consideration  the  general  interests  of  the  College,  and  of  obtaining 
the  funds  necessary  to  secure  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  report 
now  under  consideration,  and  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  not 
less  than  $200,000  should  be  secured,  not  more  than  $50,000  of 
which  sum  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  additional 
buildings. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  shall  consist  of  thirty  Trustees,  with 
the  present  ratio  of  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 


92 

Resolved,  That  the  seats  of  all  the  members  of  the  Board  shall 
be  declared  vacant  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday  of  next  Commence- 
ment, (1867),  and  the  new  Board  shall  meet  and  organize  on  Wednes- 
day morning  of  said  Commencement. 

Resolved^  That  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  State  of  America,  shall  select  thirty  persons  as  members 
of  this  Board,  at  their  meeting  in  the  fall  of  1866 — three  for  one, 
three  for  two,  and  a  like  number  for  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven , 
eight,  nine,  and  ten  years  each. 

That  at  each  succeeding  meeting  of  said  Synod,  they  shall  elect 
three 'members  of  this  Board,  to  take  their  seats  at  the  next  annual 
meeting,  in  lieu  of  those  whose  term  of  office  shall  then  expire. 

That  no  member  of  the  Faculty  shall  be  elected  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  the  wants  of  the 
College  before  the  Board  at  its  next  meeting,  be  authorized  to  request 
Synod  to  elect  Trustees  as  herein  provided,  to  take  and  hold  office, 
upon  condition  that  the  desired  change  of  the  charter  shall  be  se- 
cured from  the  Legislature  at  the  session  of  1867. 

Believing  that  the  educational  interests  of  the  Church  lie  at  the 
foundation  of  all  our  benevolent  enterprises,  and  deeply  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  immediate  steps  on  the  part  of  Synod  to  ad- 
vance these  interests,  after  full  and  earnest  discussion  of  the  subject, 
your  committee  unanimously  agreed  to  recoumiend  the  following 
action : 

1.  Resolved,  That  Synod  accede  to  the  proposal  of  the  Trustees 
of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  to  transfer  to  it  the  control  of  the 
College  by  vesting  in  it  the  exclusive  right  of  electing  a  new  Board 
of  Trustees,  and  filling  the  same  from  year  to  year  in  the  manner 
specified  by  them,  and  consistent  with  the  charter. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  this  right,  Synod  feel  it  their  duty 
to  raise  at  least  $100,000  towards  the  fuller  endowment  of  the  Insti- 
tution, and  to  put  it  on  such  a  basis  as  will  enable  it  to  compete  with 
the  leading  literary  institutions  of  the  State,  and  to  make  it  every 
way  worthy  of  its  past  history  and  character,  and  adequate  to  the 
growing  wants  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  this  country. 

3.  Resolved,  Further,  that  in  assuming  this  trust,  and  providing 
for  its  present  necessities,  this  Synod  declares  their  purpose  to  hold 
it  under  such  condition  as  will  enable  them  to  comoine,  if  deemed 
advisable,  with  the  present  college  organization,  other  educational 
interests  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  a  more  comprehensive 
w^ny.  The  consolidation  contemplated  in  this  resolution  shall  go 
into  effect,  so  far  as  the  removal  of  the  Theological  Seminary  to 
Lancaster  is  concerned,  as  soon  as  $50,000  shall  be  raised  by  the 
citizens  of  Lancaster  city  and  county,  and  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  for  the  general  interests  of  the  united  institutions. 

4.  Resolved,  That  this  action  is  taken  with  the  understanding, 
that  the  Trustees  apply  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  funds  to  be  raised 
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by  Synod,  and  from  other  sources,  to  the  erection  of  the  necessary 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Faculty  and  students,  and 
the  founding  of  a  Professorship  of  Belles  Lettres  and  Elocution. 

5.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  laymen  and  two  ministers 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  this  additional  endowment  in  the 
way  l^ey  may  deem  best. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  W.  AUGHINBAUGH,  Chairman. 

It  was 

Retolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  of  the  College 
was  referred,  be  a  committee  to  nominate  persons  to  compose  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  according  to  the  propositions  submitted  by  the 
Board. 

The  committee  submitted  the  following  nominations,  which  were 
received,  and  the  nominees  elected  by  acclamation : 

Trustees  op  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. — Hon.  John 
Cessna,  D.  W,  Gross,  and  C.  Hager,  for  ten  years :  Charles  Santee, 
Jacob  Bdusman,  and  J.  L.  Atlee,  M.D.,  for  nine  years;  John  Wiest, 
Hon.  J.  W.  Killinger,  and  Hon.  J.Buchanan,  for  eight  years;  George 
Z.  Kunkel,  G.  S.  Griffith,  and  D.  W.  Patterson,  for  seven  years;  Rev. 
Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  Jacob  Heyser,  and  Judge  Hayes,  for  six 
years;  John  Heilman,  Judge  H.  G.  Ijong,  and  C.  B.  Grubb,  for  five 
years ;  Rev.  B.  Bausman,  R.  F.  Kelker,  and  James  L.  Reynolds,  for 
four  years;  Rev.  Dr.  B.  C.  Wolff,  Hon.  Joseph  Laubach  and  Benja- 
min F.  Shenk,  for  three  years ;  John  L.  Riegel,  Wm.  Mayberry, 
M.D.,  and  A.  Herr  Smith,  for  two  years;  and  Henry  Wirt,  W.  H. 
Lawail,  and  Thomas  E.  Franklin,  for  one  year. 


It  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  at  the  opening  of  the  morning 
session  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions,  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  revise  the  Provisional  Liturgy.  At  the  time  appointed 
the  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  : 

Report  of  the  Liturgical  Committee. 

During  the  past  ecclesiastical  year,  the  committee  appointed  to 
revise  the  Liturgy  have  held  three  meetings,  all  in  Lancaster,  includ- 
ing altogether  twenty-four  sessions;  which,  added  to  the  number 
previously  reported,  give  a  total  of  six  meetings,  and  forty-five  ses- 
sions, earnestly  devoted  to  the  work 'placed  in  their  hands.  It  is 
with  much  satisfaction,  as  well  as  sincere  gratitude  to  God,  they 
find  themselves  now  able  to  report  that  the  work  is  at  last  happily 
complete.     An  arrangement  was  made  in  May  last  for  having  it  pub- 
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liflhed  by  the  Pablioation  Board  of  the  Churoh ;  since  whioh  time, 
it  has  been  successfully  carried  through  the  press,  under  the  Buper- 
vision  and  care  of  a  special  Bub-committee  appointed  for  the  purpose. 
It  forms  a  handsome  volume  of  388  pages ;  and  the  book,  now  ready 
for  use,  is  herewith  submitted  to  Synod  for  its  examination  and 
approval. 

An  additional  bill  of  expenses  has  been  incurred  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  committee's  heavy  and  responsible  work,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  forty-two  cents  ($119  42), 
for  which  the  Synod  is  respectfully  asked  to  provide  payment. 

J.  W.  NEVIN, 
E.  V.  GERHART, 
L.  H.  STEINER, 

Committee  of  Publication, 

In  the  same  connection,  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  11.  A.  Bomberger, 
ofifered  a  paper  containing  a  statement  of  the  reasons  for  his  having 
been  unable  to  co-operate  with  the  committee  during  the  past  year, 
or  to  unit«  with  them  in  rendering  their  final  report.  After  some 
discussion,  the  statement,  at  his  own  request,  was  withdrawn  and 
ordered  not  to  be  embodied  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod. 

The  subject,  after  considerably  further  discussion,  was  disposed  of 
by  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Liturgy, 
together  with  the  Liturgy  revised,  be  referred  to  a  committee,  with 
instructions  to  report  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  session  on  the 
sixth  day  of  the  sessions.  This  committee  consists  of  the  Rev.  The- 
odore Appel,  Dietrich  Willers,  John  Beck,  and  Elders  Charles 
Santee,  and  Lewis  H.  Knode.  At  the  time  appointed,  this  commit- 
tee submitted  their  report.  It  was  received  and  discussed  at  intervals 
through  several  sessions.  The  discussion  was  at  length  brought  to 
a  close  by  a  call  for  the  previous  question.  The  report  was  then, 
with  some  amendments,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 


cr 


The  committee  on  the  Liturgy  beg  leave  to  submit  the  followin 
report : 

The  documents  placed  in  our  hands  consist  of  the  final  report  of 
the  Liturgical  Committee,  and  a  copy  of  the  Revised  Liturgy,  which 
has  been  presented  to  the  Synod  at  this  meeting. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Synod  has  been  engaged  now  for  many  years  in 

the  preparation  of  this  Liturgy,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  by  the 

committee,  to  give  a  brief  history  of  this  movement  so  far  as  the 

Synod  itself  has  been  concerned  in  bringing  it  to  its  present  form. 

we  hope,  will  serve  to  give  all  the  members  of  this  Synod  an  in- 

it  view  of  the  whole  case  as  it  now  stands. 
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It  appears  tliat  the  first  movement  in  this  direction  was  made  by 
the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  which  requested  the  Synod  of  Lan- 
caster, in  1847,  to  make  arrans^emenU  to  prepare  a  new  Litargy. 
This  request  was  heeded,  and  the  whole  subject  was  referred  to  the 
several  Classes  for  consideration.     Mm,  p.  68.      ' 

At  the  Synod  of  Hagerstown,  in  1848,  it  appears  that  the  Classis, 
which  had  initiated  this  movement,  recommended  to  Synod  to  adopt 
immediate  measures  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Liturgy;  the  renukin- 
der  of  the  Classes,  with  a  single  exception,  seemed  to  favor  the  move- 
ment in  this  direction.     3fin,  p.  21. 

The  subject  of  a  new  Liturgy  was  thereupon  made  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  bUbt  a  long  and  earnest  discussion  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  Dr.  D.  Zacharias, 
Bev.  J.  F.  Mesick|  and  the  Elders  Greorge  Besore  and  Wm.  Cameron, 
to  report  next  year. 

This  committee  reported  the  year  following,  1849,  at  Norristown, 
earnestly  advocating  the  propriety  and  importance  of  Liturgies  in 
general,  and  urging  the  necessity  of  a  new  Liturgy  as  called  for  by  the 
wants  of  the  Church.  The  report,  as  found  in  pp.  79, 80,  81  of  the 
miuotes  of  that  Synod,  was  adopted. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  prepare  a  Plan  or  Schedule  of 
the  new  Liturgy,  embracing  the  outline  of  such  a  work  for  the  next 
Synod,  with  instructions  and  directions.  The  committee  consisted  of 
Bev.  J.  W.  Nevin,  D.D.,  Rev.  Philip  Schaff,  D.D.,  Rev.  E.  Heiner, 
B.D.,  Rev.  B.  C.  Wolff,  D.B.,  Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  Rev.  H. 
Harbangh,  Rev.  Jos.  F.  Berg,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elders  Wm.  Heyser,  J. 
C.  Bucher,  Dr.  C.  Schaeffer  and  Hon.  G.  C.  Welker. 

At  the  Synod  of  Martinsburg,  next  year,  1850,  the  committee, 
throni^h  its  Chairman,  Dr.  Nevin,  reported  that  they  had  not  deemed 
it  expedient  as  yet  to  go  forward  with  the  work,  and  expressed  some 
doubt  whether  the  time  had  as  yet  arriv^  to  consider  the  question  of 
a  new  Liturgy.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  notwithstanding  its 
discouraging  character,  the  committee  was  continued. 

At  the  Synod  of  Lancaster,  1851,  the  committee  again  reported  that 
they  had  made  no  progress.  Dr.  Nevin  having  resigned  his  position 
as  Chairman,  Dr.  Schaff  was  appointed  in  his  place,  and  Rev.  T.  C. 
Porter  was  added  to  the  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  as 
soon  as  possible.     Mtn.  p.  82. 

At  the  Synod  of  Baltimore,  in  1852,  the  committee  reported 
through  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Schaff,  1st,  A  plan  of  the  proposed  Li- 
turgy; and  2d.  TTie  principles  on  which  the  Liturgy  should  he  con- 
structedj  together  with  several  specimens  of  the  work.  The  report, 
as  a  whole,  was  adopted,  and  may  be  found  in  pp.  82,  83,  84  of  the 
Minutes.  The  suggestions  contained  in  this  report,  and  adopted  by 
the  Synod  as  instructions  to  the  committee,  are  full  and  explicit,  and 
we  can  simply  direct  the  attention  of  Synod  to  them,  as  indicating 
the  particular  character  of  the  Liturgy,  which  is  there  sketched  out. 
The  committee  was  continued,  and  the  names  of  Dr.  Zacharias,  the 
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Elders  Oeorge  Shafer  and  John  Rodenmayer  were  sabstifcnted  in  the 
places  of  Dr.  Berg,  John  G.  Bncher,  and  Dr.  Shafer.  It  was  further 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of*  the  name  of  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher. 

Nothing  was  reported  at  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  in  1853,  nor  at 
that  of  Lewisburg  in  1854. 

At  the  Synod  of  Ghambersbnrg,  in  1855,  the  committee  reported 
that  they  had  made  considerable  progress,  and  had  prepared  stated 
forms  for  the  new  Liturgy,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Synod  of  Baltimore  three  years  before,  and  proposed  that  that  Synod 
should  allow  them  to  publish  a  provisional  Liturgy  for  examination 
and  optional  use  in  the  Church. .  This  proposition  was  acceded  to,  and 
proyision  made  for  ita  publication.  Dr.  £.  V.  Gerhart  was  added  to 
the  committee. — Minutes,  pp.  80,  81. 

Two  years  afler  this,  at  the  Synod  of  Allentown,  in  1857,  a  report 
was  made  that  the  Liturgy  had  been  completed  and  published  for  pro- 
visional use  in  the  Church.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  com- 
mittee were  thanked  in  very  flattering  terms  for  their  services  in  the 
preparation  of  the  work. 

Three  years  after  this,  at  the  Synod  of  Lebanon,  in  1860,  the  com- 
mittee made  their  final  report  and  were  discharged.  The  Liturgy  was 
now  already  in  circulation,  and  the  Synod  submitted  it  to  the  Classes 
for  examination,  with  the  request  to  report  at  the  next  Synod. — 
Min%aes,p.  115. 

At  the  Synod  of  Easton,  the  year  following,  1861,  the  action  of  the 
Classes  was  reported  at  large,  containing  various  suggestions,  where- 
upon the  Liturgy  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  original  committee 
for  revision,  and  the  principles  which  should  guide  them  in  the  re- 
vision distinctly  stated.  They  were  requested  to  consider  the  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  Classes,  so  far  as  the  general  unity  of  the  work 
would  allow,  and  in  a  way  that  would  not  be  inconsistent  with  estab- 
lished Liturgical  principles  'and  usages,  or  with  the  doctrinal  and 
devotional  genius  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  They  were  fur- 
ther instructed  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  Synod,  so  as  to  bring 
the  work  to  the  desired  consummation  during  the  Tercentenary 
year. — See  p.  77. 

At  this  stage  of  the  movement,  the  committ^  >^g^  became  em- 
barrassed. There  was  a  decided  diflference  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  precise  nature  of  the  revision  required,  and  it  was  thought  best 
not  to  go  forward  with  the  work,  but  to  ascertain  once  more  me  mind 
of  the  Church.  They  therefore  submitted  to  the  Synod  of  Chambers- 
burg,  in  1862,  a  lengthy  report,  in  pamphlet  form,  on  the  Liturgical 
question,  prepared  by  Dr.  \evin,  discussing  the  general  principles  of 
Liturgical  worship,  pointing  out  the  difference  between  what  was 
termed  an  altar  and  pulpit  Liturgy,  and  presenting  the  case  in  a  ftir 
and  honorable  manner,  in  order  that  the  Synod  and  Church  might 
aet  intelligently  in  the  premises.  A  minority  report  was  read  by  Dr. 
^omberger,  proposing  to  adopt  tJhe  Provisional  Litui^  already  pub- 

^ed,  with  a  number  of  changes,  omissiou^i,  eto.     This  led  to  a  very 
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animated  diflcuBsioii,  which  continued  for  several  days,  at  the  end  of 
which  it  was  thought  advisable  to  give  the  Church  further  time  for 
reflection  upon  the  whole  matter,  and  the  Synod  decided,  by  a  large 
majority,  that  the  optional  use  of  the  Liturgy  should  be  continued  for 
ten  years  from  the  time  of  its  publi(iation,  and  that  the  whole  question 
of  its  revision  should  be  postponed  for  the  present. 

Two  years  after  this,  at  the  Synod  of  Lancaster,  in  1864,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Liturgy  was  again  brought  before  the  Synod,  by  the  action 
of  the  General  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  in  1863,  recommending  Synod 
to  go  forward  with  the  work  of  revising  the  Liturgy  according  to  its 
own  judgment y  so  as  to  have  the  work  completed  by  the  next  meeting 
of  the  General  Synod  this  Fall.  At  this  Synod,  Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner 
and  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Appel,  were  substituted  in  the  places  of  Dr. 
Heiner  and  Elder  Heyser. — Minutes,  p,  176. 

These  instructions,  after  much  diligent  labor,  have  been  faithfully 
carried  out,  and  as  the  result  of  their  labors,  continued  for  the  last 
three  years,  embracing  forty-five  sessions  in  all,  we  have  now  before 
us  the  Kevised  Liturgy,  printed  and  prepared  for  the  examination  of 
Synod.  The  work  bears  on  its  face  the  indications*  of  unwearied 
padenoe  and  perseverance,  of  self-denying  toil,  of  an  elevated  and  de- 
votional taste,  of  much  study  and  reflection,  and  an  undeniable  pur- 
poee  to  serve  the  Church  and  the  cause  of  Christ.  li  is  questionable 
whether  more  labor  and  earnestness  of  purpose  have  ever  been  bestowed 
on  any  similar  work,  in  Europe  or  in  this  country. 

From  the  history  of  the  progress  and  consummation  of  the  work 
before  us,  as  it  has  been  just  given,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion, 
that  the  Liturgy,  as  now  presented  to  the  Church,  is  fully  as  much 
the  work  of  the  Synod  as  of  the  committee.  It  must  be  conceded 
that  the  committee  have  acted  with  prudence  and  respect  for  the  in- 
structions of  Synod  at  each  step  they  have  undertaken  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  their  labors,  and  that  all  along  they  have  been  prompted  and 
urged  forward  in  their  work  by  the  special  aetion  of  the  Synod.  It 
is,  therefore,  the  legitimate  child  of  this  Syood.  Whether  it  will 
ever  come  into  general  use  among  our  congregations  or  not,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  for  all  time  to  come,  it  will  be  a  monument  to  the  learning, 
ability,  piety  and  devotion  of  its  authors  to  the  liturgical  idea,  which 
they  have  so  well  comprehended. 

The  revised  edition  just  published  and  reported  to  Synod,  comes 
recommended  to  us  as  an  improvement  on  its  predecessor.  It  might 
indeed  be  presumed,  judging  from  the  amount  of  labor  bestowed  on 
the  revision,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  experience  which  the 
committee  were  enabled  to  bring  to  the  work,  that  this  should  be  the 
case.  Various  changes  have  been  made  in  it,  so  as  to  make  it  more 
suitable  for  use  in  divine  worship,  while  the  spirit,  aim,  and  general 
character  of  the  old  Provisional  Liturgy  have  been  retained.  The 
work,  however,  is  in  the  bauds  of  the  members  of  the  Synod,  and 
they  are  in  a  condition  to  judge  of  its  merits. 

The  committee  propose  the  following  action  to  the  Synod : 
7 
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1.  Resolved,  That  our  thanks  are  dae,  and  are  herehj  rendered  to 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church;  that  this  work,  so  far  as  Synod  is  con- 
cerned with  it,  has  been  brought  to  a  termination. 

2.  Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  are  hereby  tendered  to 
the  committee,  for  the  zeal,  ability  and  unrequited  toll  which  they 
have  displayed  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work;  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end. 

3«  Resolved,  That  the  Revised  Liturgy  be  referred  to  the  General 
Synod  for  action,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  optional  use  of  the 
Revised  Liturgy  be  authorized,  in  the  place  of  that  of  the  Provisional 
Liturgy,  within  the  limits  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  until  the  whole  ques- 
tion be  finally  settled  by  the  various  Classes  and  the  General  Synoci, 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  our  Church. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  committee,  $119.42;  be  or- 
dered to  be  paid  by  the  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

T.  APPEL,  Cliairman. 

In  the  action  of  Synod  on  this  rep3rt,  a  division  of  the  last  resolu- 
tion was  called  and  sustained.  The  first  clause  was  adopted  unani- 
mously; and  the  latter  clause,  by  the  following  vote  of  yeas  and  nays : 

Yeas: — J.  Beck,  C.  J.  Becker,  I.  K.  Loos,  J.  Laubach,  G.  Wolff, 
A.  S.  Leinbach,  B.  Bausman,  Samuel  Miller,  E.  E.  Addams,  J.  Zeig- 
ler,  J.  0.  Miller,  W.  R.  Zieber,  W.  P.  F.  Davis,  H.  Shriver,  W.  A. 
Wilt,  P.  Spangler,  J.  S.  Foulk,  G.  W.  Glessner,  J.  W.  Santee,  J. 
Knelling,  J,  M.  Titzel,  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  A.  G.  Dole,  J.  Dahl. 
man,  Jr.,  S.  R.  Fisher,  S.  H.  Giesy,  S.  G.  Wagner,  C,  Santee,  J.  C. 
Hensell,  L.  Rinker,  I.  G.  Brown,  A.  R.  Kremer,  C.  Cort,  W.  M. 
Deatrick,  L.  H.  Knode,  G.  Cook,  G.  W.  Aughinbaugh,  P.  Schaff,  T. 
Appel,  W.  Mosser,  W.  G.  Engel,  J.  Kretzing,  D.  E.  Klopp,  J.  W. 
Ebbinghaus,  F.  J.  Mohr,  J.  Fritzinger,  S.  H.  Reid,  H.  Hoffman,  S. 
Kuhn,  W.  H.  Groh;  I.  S.  Weisz,  D.  Willers,  and  A.  Fluck.-^Total  53. 

Nays: — F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  Levan,  F.  Achey,  J.  Wiest,  D.  A- 
Plecker,  G.  W.  Welker,  W.  T.  Gerhard,  R.  F.  Kelker,  C.  Gast,  A. 
Bausman,  D.  Eschbach.  J.  M.  Follmar;  M.  Brown,  and  T.  Butler. 
—Total  14. 

♦ 

In  the  foregoing  action  of  Synod,  it  was  understood,  that  the  vote 
on  the  adoption  of  the  report,  did  not  commit  those  who  voted  for  it 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  book. 


QjD  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Rev.  William 
M.  Deatriok;  John  Ault,  and  Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  through  whom  all  applications  for  leave  of  ab- 
sence are  to  come  before  Synod.  The  committee  reported  such 
applications  from  time  to  time. 


99 

The  Committee  on  Nomioations  reported  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
third  day  of  the  sessions.  The  report  was  received,  amended  and 
adopted.  The  election  was  ordered  to  take  place  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions  at  11  o* clock,  and  the  Stated  Clerk  in- 
structed to  have  the  necessary  numher  of  copies  of  the  nominations 
printed  for  the  use  of  Synod.  At  the  time  appointed  the  election 
was  held.  Rev.  Lucian  Cort  and  Samuel  Kuhn  were  appointed  tel- 
lers, who  received  the  hallots,  counted  them  and  reported  the  result. 

The  following  statement  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers,  and  or- 
dered to  he  entered  on  the  Minutes : 

"  The  undersigned,  President  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of 
Ministers  and  their  ^Vidows,  begs  leave  to  present  to  this  Synod  a 
brief  statement  of  its  condition  and  needs : 

The  Society  designs  to  provide  relief  for  three  classes  of  persons : 

1.  The  widows  of  ministers  who  are  members  of  the  Society. 

2.  Ministers  themselves  who  are  members  and  need  relief. 

3.  The  widows  of  ministers,  not  members,  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  who  are  poor  and  require  pecuniary  support  to  keep  them 
from  starving. 

The  funds  amount  to  $6,350,  which  are  all  properly  invested.  From 
the  proceeds  appropriations  are  now  made  to  the  relief  of  four  widows. 
The  Society  receives  applications  from  disabled,  indigent  ministers, 
and  from  dependent  widows  of  ministers  who  were  not  members,  to 
which  applications  the  Society,  for  want  of  sufficient  resources,  is 
unable  to  respond.  This  painful  fact  shows  the  necessity  of  speedily 
increasing  the  funds  of  this  benevolent  organization,  a  cause  which, 
we  believe,  if  properly  represented  to  the  people,  would  call  forth  a 
hearty  response  and  liberal  support. 

We  therefore  request  Synod  to  recommend  to  the  Classes  to  take 
whatever  measares  may  be  deemed  most  expedient,  to  have  the  claims 
of  this  Society  explained  to  the  people,  and  a  collection  taken  up  in 
its  behalf  in  every  congregation  during  the  coming  Synodical  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  V.  Gerhart,  Pres,  Soc,  R,  M.  Wr 

Resolvedy  That  the  request  of  the  Society  in  regard  to  having  its 
claims  explained  to  the  people^  and  a  collection  taken  up  in  its  behalf 
in  every  congregation  during  the  year,  be  acceded  to. 
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ARTICLE  XXII. 
KESUMPTION  AND  CL08E. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  returns  its  sincere  thanks  to  the  mem- 
hers  of  the  two  Reformed  Churches  of  this  place  and  their  pastors, 
as  well  as  to  other  citizens  of  York  and  yicinitj,  for  the  Terj  kind 
hospitality  which  they  have  extended  to  its  memhers  during  its 
present  sessions,  and  pray  that  the  promises  left  on  record  in  God's 
word  to  those  given  to  hospitality,  may  he  realized  by  them ;  and  that 
the  pastors  be  requested  to  read  this  resolution  from  their  respective 
pulpits,  and  also  request  its  publication  in  the  papers  of  the  place. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  requested  to  return  the  thanks 
of  this  Synod  to  those  Railroad  Companies  for  their  courtesy  and 
kindness,  which  have  allowed  its  members  to  pass  over  their  various 
roads  at  reduced  rates. 

The  Roll  was  called  and  none  were  found  absent  without  excuse. 
The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Resolved^  That  we  adjourn,  to  meet  again  in  the  Third  German 
Reformed  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  Octo- 
ber, A.  D.,  1867,  at  7 J  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Synod  was  dismissed  with  singing  and  prayer,  and  the  apostolic 
benediction  by  the  President. 

John  8.  Foulk,  President. 
Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Stated  Clcrh, 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Stated  Clerk, 
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"        VI.   Communications. 

«*      VII.   Minutes  of  Synod. 

**    VIII.   Overtures. 

**       IX.   Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches. 

*<         X.   Minutes  or  Classes. 

*<       XI.   Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 

**      XII.   Religion  and  Morals. 

**    XIII.   Theological  Seminary. 

**     XIV.   Missions. 

"      XV.   Finance.  • 

'<     XVI.  Appeals  and  References. 

**   XVII.   Complaints. 

**  XVIIL   Sunday  Schools. 

*♦     XIX.   Publication. 

*'      XX.  Church  Government. 

**     XXI.   Miscellaneous. 

**  XXII.   Resumption  and  Close. 

'*  XXIII.  Adjournment. 


One  Mundred  and  Twenty-First  Annual  Sessions. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Sjpiod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
convened  in  the  Third  Reformed  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  comer 
ofPaca  and  Saratoga  Streets^  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven.  The 
sessions  .continued  from,  the  evening  of  the  l^th  until  noon  of  the 
2^ih  day  of  the  month,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  sessions  were  opened  with  singing  and  prayer  by  the  President, 
Rev.  John  S.  Foulk^  prior  to  which  the  opening  sermon  was  preached 
at  the  instance  of  the  President,  in  whose  church  the  sessions  of  Synod 
were  held,  by  the  Rev.  Samnel  N.  Callender,  from  Matthew  x.  34:  '*/ 
came  not  to  send  peace,  hut  a  SKord." 


ARTICLE  II. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.   FROM   THE  CLA8SIS   OF   EAST   PENNSYLVANIA.  ^ 

Rev.  Samuel  Philips,  William  R.  Hoflford,*  Israel  S.  Weisz,  and 
Isaac  K.  Loos. 
Elders — Hon.  Joseph  Laubach,  John  Knecht,  and  John  Lerch.' 

II.   FROM   THE   0LA8SIS   OF   LEBANON. 

Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Johnston,  John  P.  Stein,  Daniel  B.  Albright, 
Henry  Wagner,  and  Jonathan  E.  Hiester.' 
Elders — Daniel  Small,  Joseph  Coover,  and  Daniel  Hoffman.' 


1  Wu  nicceeded  by  R«t.  John  Beck,  on  the  morning  of  the  leventh  day  of  the  ■eadonf. 
>  Took  their  seats  on  the  mori)lng  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 
*  Took  his  seat  on  the  oTenJng  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sesdona. 


III.   FROM   THE  OLASSIS   OF   ZION. 

Rev  Jacob  0.  Miller,  William  K.  Zieber,*  William  F.  P.  Davis,* 
and  William  D.  C.  Hodrock. 

^^/tfr«— Samuel  Wetzel,  William  A.  Wilt,  David  Wolff,  and  Peter 
Stambaugh. 

ly.   FROM   THE   OLASSIS   OF  NORTH   CAROLINA. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  Ingold. 

Elder% —  *♦♦♦*• 

y.   FROM   THE  CLASSIS    OF   yiRGINIA. 

Rev.  Daniel  G.  Bragonier  and  Henry  Wissler. 
Elders — William  J.  Hensell  and  Jacob  Lantz  ' 

yi.   FROM   THE  OLASSIS  OF    MARYLAND. 

Rev.  Jesse  Steiner,  Frederick  A.  Rupley,  £dmund  R.  Eschbacb/ 
and  John  S.  Foulk." 

Elders — Jacob  Yeislej,  Frederick  Acbey,  Jacob  Shreiner,  and 
Charles  W.  Haller. 

yil.   FROM  THE   CLASSIS   OF    PHILADELPHIA. 

Rev.  Nicholas  Gehr,  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,'  N.  S.  AUer,  J. 
Dahlman,  8en.,  William  Sorber,  and  Samuel  H.  Giesy.^^ 

Elders — John  Wiest,  Jacob  Schmidt,  Andrew  W.  Meyers,"  and 
Charles  Santee." 

yill.   FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   MERGERSBURG. 

Rev.  Theobald  Fouse,"  Adam  C.  Whitmer,  Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee,  Samuel 
N.  Callender,  and  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Apple. 

Elders — Adam  B.  Wingerd,  Frederick  Hyle,  David  Aurandt,  David 
B.  Martin,  and  David  Dunn.'^ 


4  His  Mat  waB  occupied  by  R«t.  Bphndm  Kieffer,  from  the  morning  of  the  foorth,  nntil  the 
afternoon  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  eeuiooe. 

*  Waa  encceeded  by  Rer.  John  A.  HoflThelna,  on  the  morning  of  the  aeTenth  day  of  the  sev- 
■ions. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  the  serenth  day  of  the  sessions. 

7  Was  sacceeded  by  the  Rev.  William  F.  CoUiflower,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the 
sessions. 

*  Was  sacceeded  by  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  E.  Gilds,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  ses- 
sions, and  resumed  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Gieey,  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

10  Was  succeeded  by  the  Rey.  John  O.  Wiehle,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the 
sessions. 

u  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions. 

**  *^^  ■'^  4eat  on  the  eveuing  of  the  fifth  tfay  of  the  sessions. 

led  by  the  Rev.  Walter  E.  Krebs,  on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  ch« 


t  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 


IX.  FROM  THE  CLAS8I8  OF   G08HSNH0PPEN. 

Rey.  Lucian  J:  Mayer,"  Joseph  H.  Dubb8,«nd  George  W.  Aagh- 
inbaagh. 

Uldera^lsuiQ  F.  Tost »  Ephraim  Hartranfl;  and  Tobias  B.  Hille- 
gaa» 

X.  FROM  THE  CLA8SIS  OF    NSW  YORK. 

Rey.  John  F.  Busche. 
Elder — Henry  Obersheimer. 

XI.   FROM  THE  CLA88IS  OF  LANCASTER. 

Rey.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  and  W.  H.  H.  Snyder. 
Elders — Daniel  W.  Gross,  William  M.  Nevin,"  and  Daniel  Heit- 
Bhtt.>« 

XII.   FROM  THE  CLA88I8  OF  CLARION. 

Rev.  Joseph  H.  Apple,  and  William  C.  Iloapt. 
Elder— G.  Fullmer. 

XIII.    FROM  THE  CLAS8I3  OF  ST.  PAUL. 

Rev.  George  B.  Ruflsell,  Gyrus  R.  Dieffenbacher,  and  Frederick 
Pilgram. 
Elders — Jacob  L.  Leberman,  and  Darius  S.  Dieffenbacher.'' 

XIV.   FROM  THE  CLAB8I8  OF  EAST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  Levi  C.  Sheip,  Henry  Mosser,  William  G.  Gremer,  and  Simon 
S.  Miller. 
Elders — David  Eschbach,  George  C.  We)ker,  and  Levi  Balliet.** 

XY.   FROM  THE  CLAS8I8  OF    WEST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  William  H.  Groh  »  David  G.  Klein  «  and  John  K.  Millet 
Elders — Samuel  Kryder  and  Michael  Brown. 

XYI.   FROM  THE  CLAS8IS  OF  WESTERN  NEW  YORK. 

Rev.  Edmund  Erb.** 

Elder—  '*  *  *  *  *  ♦ 

XYII.   STNOD   OF  OHIO  AND  ADJACENT   STATES. 
♦  *  4t  *  *  *  4t 


u  Obtained  !««▼•  of  abMB^e  on  the  afternoon  of  the  lerenth  day  of  the  aeeslonf. 

M  Took  hie  eeat  on  the  aftrmoon  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  teerioni. 

"  Took  their  eeats  on  the  momlnic  of  the  third  day  of  the  leesloDe. 

u  Took  hie  eeat  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  seeeiona. 

^  Took  hU  seat  on  the  erening  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  ■eaelona. 

*>  Wae  inoceeded  by  Rot.  Jonathan  Kellen,  on  the  erening  of  the  serenth  day  of  the  aeesIoDe. 

*>  Bli  eeat  wae  oecopled  from  the  morning  of  the  (borth,  nntil  the  evening  of  the  leTenth  day 
oftheeeeaioni. 
■  Obtained  leave  of  abtence  on  the  erening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  leielone. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

From  the  General  Synod  oj  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church. 
Rev.  Dr.  Victor  M.  Hulbert. 

From  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Minuterxum  of  Pennsylvania 

and  Adjacent  States. 
Rev.  F.  J.  F.  Schantz. 

From  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

4t  *  *  *  ♦  ♦  » 

ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

From  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania. — Rev.  John  Beck,  George 
B.  Dcchant,  J.  J.  C.  Kurtz,  and  Licentiate  Charles  Knepper. 

From  the  Classis  of  Lebanon, — Rev.  J.  Caspar  Bucher,  John  B. 
Poerner,  Thomas  C.  Leinbach,  Samuel  A.  Leinbach,  Alexander  S. 
Vaughan,  and  Elder  Daniel  Dundore. 

From  the  Classis  of  Zion. — Rev.  William  R.  H.  Deatrich,  John  A. 
HoffheinS;  Wm.  C.  Bennet,  Ephraim  Kieflfer,  Jacob  D.  Zehring,  and 
Elder  George  L.  Ickes. 

From  the  Classis  of  Maryland. — Rev.  John  M.  Titzel,  Jacob  Voe- 
gelin,  Marcus  Bachman,  Geo.  Lewis  Stalej,  Henry  I.  Comfort,  Dr. 
Daniel  Zacharias,  Caspar  Scheel,  John  W.  Hoffmeier,  and  Elders 
John  Rodenmajer  and  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith. 

From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. — Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fbher, 
John  Gantenbein,  David  E.  Klopp,  J.  Caspar  Hauser,  Albert  G. 
Dole. 

From  the  Classis  of  Mercershurg. — Rev.  Jacob  Hassler,  Walter  E. 
Krebs,  Cyrus  Cort,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Charles  G.  Fisher,  J.  Spangler 
Kieffer,  John  W.  Love.  Calvin  U.  Ileilman,  Abner  R.  Kremer. 

From  the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen. — Rev.  Augustus  L.  Dcchant. 

From  the  Classis  of  Lancaster. — Rev.  Dr.  Bernard  C.  Wolff,  John 
Geo.  Wolff,  John  V.  Eckert,  Wm.  A.  Gring,  James  A.  Schultz,  Dr. 
Emanuel  V.  Gerhart. 

Fro7n  the  Classis  of  Virginia. — Rev.  William  D.  Lefevre,  Morti- 
mer L.  Shuford. 

From  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna. — Rev.  Samuel  H.  Reid. 

From  the  Classis  if  West  Susquehanna. — Rev.  Jonathan  Zellers, 
David  W.  Kelley,  Charles  A.  Rittenhouse,  John  W.  Lescher,  William 
M.  Reily. 

Frofn  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States. — ^Rev  Joshua  Riale, 
John  Knelling,  George  H.  Johnston,  Thomas  J.  Barkley. 

MINISTERS  OF  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  persons  was  announced  during  the 
sessions:  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards,  Dr.  Gibson,  S.  A.  Wilson,  of  the  Metho- 


dist  Episcopal  Church;  Rev.  Elias  Weldy,  Mr.  Sherlock,  of  the 
Southern  Methodist  Church;  Rey.  Mr.  Shreeves,  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church;  Rev.  Mr.  Maier,  Mr.  Henninghaus,  Dr.  J.  McCron, 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church;  Rev.  Dr.  J.  C.  Creigh,  E. 
H.  Nevin,  Mr.  Cole,  Dr.  H.  Dunning,  S.  Guiteau,  Griffith  Owens^  i)r. 
Joseph  T.  Smith,  Dr.  Cyrus  Dixon,  Mr.  Ramsey,  and  Mr.  Hillman, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  Rev.  William  Philips,  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Rev.  G.  Phice,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


ARTICLE  ni. 

ELECTIOX  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender  was  chosen  President 

Rev.  Joseph  Henry  Dubbs  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretari^. 

Rudolph  F.  Relker,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Treasurer, 

Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher  is  Stated  Clerk, 


In  response  to  the  request  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  for  the 
election  of  a  competent  German  Clerk  to  prepare  the  Minutes  of  Sy- 
nod in  that  language,  and  superintend  their  publication,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolvedy  That  Synod  appoint  from  time  to  time  a  German  Clerk, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  in  the 
German  language,  and  give  such  explanation  of  matters  claiming  the 
attention  of  Synod,  as  may  be  desired. 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  so  appointed,  prepare  an  early  translation 
of  the  official  Minutes  of  Synod  for  publication  in  German,  simultane- 
ously with  the  issue  of  the  English  Minutes.  For  these  services  the 
German  Clerk  shall  receive  $50  compensation. 

The  Rev.  Marcus  Bach  man  was  appointed  the  Clerk  provided  for 
in  the  foregoing  resolutions. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

These  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the 
present  sessions  of  Synod : 

The  Morning  Sessions  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  12  o'clock. 

Tlie  Afternoon  Sessions  to  open  at  3  and  close  at  5  o'clock. 

Evening  sessions  were  held  every  evening  after  Sunday,  commencing 
at  half-past  7  o*clock. 
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The  offioera  of  the  Synod  of  1864,  appointed  to  revise  the  Roles  of 
Order,  by  which  the  Synod  is  governed  in  the  transaction  of  its  busi- 
ness, so  that  they  may  better  conform  to  established  parliamentary 
usage  and  facilitate  the  transaction  of  Synodical  business,  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received,  and;  after  a  slight  amendment  of  one 
of  the  articles,  adopted.  The  Rales  of  Order 'as  adopted  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

Article  I.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour 
to  which  Synod  stands  adjourned;  shall  immediately  call  the  mem- 
bers to  order;  and  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  open  the 
meeting  with  a  Hymn  and  Prayer. 

Article  11,  If  a  quorum  be  assembled  at  the  hour  appointed,  and 
the  President  be  absent;  the  Synod  shall  appoint  a  President  pro 
tempore. 

Article  IIL  If  a  quorum  be  not  assembled  at  the  hour  appointed, 
any  two  members  shall  be  competent  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time, 
that  an  opportunity  may  be  given  for  a  quorum  to  assemble. 

Article  IV.  ^fber  prayer,  the  Synod  shall  proceed  to  business. 
The  business  shall  be  taken  up  in  such  order  as  shall  conform  most 
nearly  to  that  laid  down  in  the  Lemmata  adopted  by  Synod.  The 
business  referred  to  Standing  Committees  shall  have  the  precedence, 
except  subjects  which  may  have  been  assigned  to  some  particular 
hour. 

Article  F.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  at  all  times,  to 
preserve  order,  guard  against  the  violation  of  the  Constitution,  or  the 
Rules  of  Synod,  and  to  endeavor  to  conduct  all  business  before  Synod 
to  a  speedy  and  proper  conclusion. 

Article  VL  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  carefully  to  keep 
notes  of  the  several  articles  of  business,  which  may  be  assigned  to 
particular  days,  and  to  call  them  up  at  the  time  appointed,  and  to  ap- 
point all  committees,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  Synod  shall  de* 
cide  otherwise. 

Article  VIL  The  President  may  speak  with  regard  to  points  of  or- 
der in  preference  to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  shall  decide  questions  of  order  subject  to  an  appeal  to  Sy- 
nod, which  may  be  taken  by  any  two  members.  Such  appeal  shall  be 
taken  without  debate,  and  require  two-thirds  of  the  members  voting  to 
sustain  it. 

Article  VIIL  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretaries,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  commencement  of  a  meeting  of  Synod;  to  form  a 
complete  Roll  of  the  members  present,  and  to  put  the  same  into  the 
hands  of  the  President;  and  to  file  all  papers  in  the  order  they  have 
been  read,  with  proper  endorsements,  and  to  keep  them  in  perfect 

ordAr. 

T.  Business  left  unfinished  at  a  preceding  sitting  shall  be 
It  taken  up  at  the  succeeding  one. 
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Artick  X.  A  motion  made  must  be  seconded,  and  afterwards  re- 
peated or  read  aloud  bj  the  President,  before  it  is  debated ;  and  eyery 
motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the  President,  or  any  member, 
require  it. 

Article  XL  Any  member  who  shall  have  made  a  motion,  shall  have 
liberty  to  withdraw  it,  with  the  consent  of  his  second,  before  any  de- 
bate has  taken  place  thereon;  but  not  afterwards,  without  leave  of  the 
Synod. 

Article  XIL  On  questions  of  order,  adjournment,  commitment,  or 
the  previous  question,  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  once.  On 
all  other  questions,  each  member  may  speak  twice,  but  not  oftener, 
without  leave  of  the  Synod. 

Article  XIII.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be 
received,  except  a  motion  to  amend,  to  commit,  to  postpone,  to  take 
the  previous  question,  or  to  adjourn. 

Article  XI V,  An  amendment  may  be  moved  on  any  motion,  and 
shall  be  decided  before  the  original  motion. 

Article  XV.  If  a  motion  under  debate  contains  several  parts,  any 
two  members  may  call  for  a  division,  and  may  have  the  question  taken 
on  each  part  separately. 

Article  XVL  The  previous  question  on  any  motion  shall  not  be 
called  until  after  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  been  afforded  to  discuss 
it.  The  call  to  be  entertained  must  be  made  by  at  least  twelve  mem- 
bers rising  in  their  places  for  the  purpose.  The  previous  question 
shall  be  in  this  form :  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?  And  un- 
til it  is  decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  further  amendment  or  debate  on 
the  main  question.  The  effect  of  a  call  for  the  previous  question, 
when  sustained,  shall  be  to  bring  the  Synod  to  a  direct  vote  on  the 
motion  then  pending. 

Article  XVIL  A  question  shall  not  be  again  called  up  or  reconsi- 
dered at  the  same  session  of  the  Synod  in  which  it  has  been  decided, 
unless  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  made  and  seconded  by  persons  who 
voted  with  the  majority. 

Article  XVIIL  Every  member,  when  speaking,  shall  address  him- 
self to  the  President,  and  shall  treat  his  fellow-members,  and  espe- 
cially the  President,  with  decorum  and  respect 

Article  XIX,  During  the  transaction  of  business,  members  shall 
not  engage  in  private  conversation ;  nor  shall  one  member  address 
himself  to  another,  or  to  any  person  present,  in  a  debate,  except  by 
permission  from  the  President. 

Article  XX.  No  speaker  shall  be  interrupted,  unless  he  be  out  of 
order,  or  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  mistakes  or  misrepresentations. 

Article  XXI.  It  is  indispensable  that  members  of  Synod  maintain 
great  gravity  and  dignity;  that  they  attend  closely  in  their  speeches 
to  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  avoid  all  prolix  add  desultory 
barangues;  and  when  they  deviate  from  the  subject,  it  is  the  privilege 
of  any  member,  and  the  duty  of  the  President,  to  call  them  to 
order. 


10 

Article  XXIL  No  member,  ia  the  course  of  debate,  shall  be  allowed 
to  indulge  in  personalities. 

Article  XXIIL  If  more  than  one  member  rise  to  speak  at  the  same 
time,  the  member,  who  is  most  distant  from  the  President's  chair,  shall 
speak  first. 

Article  XXIV,  When  more  than  three  members  of  the  Synod  shall 
be  standing  at  the-  same  time,  the  President  shall  require  all  to  take 
their  seats,  the  person  excepted,  only,  who  may  be  speaking. 

Article  XXV.  If  any  member  act,  in  any  respect,  in  a  disorderly 
manner,  it  shall  be  the  privilege  of  any  member,  and  the  duty  of  the 
President,  to  call  him  to  order. 

Article  XX  VL  The  Synod,  immediately  after  it  has  completed  its 
organization,  shall  define  the  limits,  which  shall  constitute  the  bar  of 
the  house,  and  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  discus- 
sion, or  to  vote  on  any  question,  who  is  not  at  the  time,  within  these 
limit8. 

Article  XXVII.  Members  ought  not,  without  weighty  reasons,  to 
decline  voting,  as  this  practice  might  leave  the  decision  of  very  inte- 
resting questions  to  a  small  portion  of  the  Synod.  Silent  members, 
unless  excused  from  voting,  must  be  considered  as  acquiescing  in  the 
vote  of  the  majority. 

Article  XXVIIJ,  The  person  first  named  on  any  committee,  shall 
be  considered  as  the  chairman  thereof,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  con- 
vene the  committee;  and  in  case  of  his  absence  or  inability  to  act^  the 
second  named  member  shall  take  his  place  and  perform  his  duties. 

Article  XXIX.  When  different  motions  are  made  with  respect  to 
the  filling  of  blanks  with  particular  numbers  or  times^  the  question 
shall  always  be  taken  first,  on  the  highest  number,  and  on  the  longest 
time. 

Article  XXX.  When  the  President  has  begun  to  take  the  vote,  no 
further  debate  shall  be  admitted,  unless  it  appear  that  a  mistake  has 
occurred ;  in  which  case  the  mistake  shall  be  corrected,  and  the  Pre- 
sident shall  recommence  taking  the  vote. 

Article  XXXI.  When  a  vote  is  taken  by  ballot,  the  President  shall 
vote  with  the  other  members;  but  he  shall  not  vote  in  any  other  case, 
unless  the  Synod  shall  be  equally  divided;  when,  if  he  do  not  choose 
to  vote^  the  question  shall  be  lost. 

Article  XXXII.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  a  protest 
against  any  decision  of  Synod.  If  a  member  feel  himself  aggrieved 
by  any  such  decision,  the  Yeas  and  Najfs  in  the  case,  shall  be  recorded, 
if  he  require  it. 

Article  XXXIII.  The  Synod  may  sit  in  private,  on  business  which, 
in  their  judc:ment,  ought  not  to  be  matter  of  public  discussion. 

Article  XXXIV.   Besides  the  private  sessions  which  may  be  held 

whenever  it  be  judged  expedient  so  to  do,  the  Synod  may  hold  what 

are  commonly  termed  interlocutory  meetings,  or  Gomn^ittees  of  the 

whole  Synod,  in  which  members  may  freely  converse  together,  without 

'brmalities  of  Synodical  proceedings. 
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'  Article  XXXV,  If  a  member  withdraw  from  Synod  without  leave 
from  the  President,  or  return  home  without  the  consent  of  Synod;  he 
Bhall  incur  the  censure  of  Synod. 

Articie  XXXVL  At  the  final  adjournment  of  Synod,  after  an  ap- 
propiiate  prayer  and  hymn,  the  President  shall  pronounce  the  Apos- 
tolic benediction. 


The  Synod  defined  the  bar  of  the  house^  as  directed  by  the  Rules  of 
Order. 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  were  appointed  by  the  President : 

On  Minutes  of  Si/nod. — Rev.  Amos  H.  Kremer,  Samuel  H.  Giesy, 
Israel  S.  Weisz,  and  Elders  Joseph  Coover  and  Jacob  Yeisley. 

On  Ooerturet. — Rev.  George  B.  Russell,  Daniel  G.  Bragonier,  Dr. 
Thomas  G.  Apple,  and  Elders  Adam  B.  Wingerd  and  Joseph  Laubach. 

On  Correspondenct  with  Sister  Churches. — Re  v.  ^Samuel  Philips, 
Jesse  Steiner,  William  D.  C.  Rodrock,  and  Elders  Charles  W.  Flalier 
and  Jacob  Schmidt. 

On  Minutes  of  Classes. — Rev.  William  K.  Zieber,  Henry  Wissler, 
Israel  S.  Weisz,  and  Elders  Henry  Obersheimer  and  Jacob  Lantz. 

On  Examination^  Licensure^  and  Ordincetion. — Rev.  Dr.  John  W. 
Nevin,  Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee,  Theobald  Fouse,  Jeremiah  Ingold,  and 
Elders  Frederick  Hyle,  and  William  A.  Wilt. 

On  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. — Rev.  Dr.  E.  E. 
Higbee,  Frederick  A.  Rupley,  Simon  S.  Miller,  and  Elders  Daniel  W. 
Gross  and  Jacob  L.  Leberman. 

On  Theological  Seminary, — Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Johnston^  Jacob 
O.  Miller,  William  E.  Zieber,  and  Elders  Daniel  W.  Gross  and  Jacob 
li.  Leberman. 

On  Missions. — Rev.  Isaac  K.  Loos,  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger, 
Levi  C.  Sheip,  and  Elders  C.  Fullmer  and  Ephraim  Hartranft. 

On  Finance, — Rev.  William  R.  Hoflford,  Lucian  J.  Mayer,  William 
C.  Cremer,  and  Elders  David  Aurandt  and  John  Wiest. 

On  Nominations. — Rev.  Adam  C.  Whitmer,  William  F.  P.  Davis, 
John  P.  Steiu;  and  Elders  David  B.  Martin  and  David  Eschbach. 

On  Publication. — Rev.  George  W.  Aughinbaugh,  Cyrus  R.  Diflfen- 
bacher,  William  F.  P.Davis,  and  Elders  George  C.  Welker  and  Joseph 
Laubach. 


ARTICLE  VL 
COMMUNICATIONS. 
1.  One  copy  each  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  and  of  the  German  Evan- 
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gelical  Lutheran  MiniBterium  of  PennsylTania  and  adjacent  States, 
was  receivod  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  with 
Sister  Churches.  A  communication  was  received  from  the  German 
Evangelical  Church  Diet  of  Germany,  and  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee. 

2.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Zioa , 
Maryland;  Philadelphia,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Mercersburg,  Go- 
shenhoppen,  New  York,  Lancaster,  Clarion,  St.  Paul,  East  Susque- 
hanna, West  Susquehanna,  and  West  New  York,  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports 
on  the  State  of  Keligion  and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

3.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Theological  Seminary. 

4.  The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  was  received,  and 
also  a  report  from  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

5.  A  statement  from  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  through  its 
Corresponding  Secretary,  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

6.  The  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  received,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

7.  The  Rev.  Dr.  John.H.  A.  Bomberger,  as  chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee from  a  Convention  of  ministers,  elders  and  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  held  at  Mejerstown,  Lebanon  county.  Pa.,  laid  on 
the  table  of  Synod  two  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  said  Convention. 
They  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures.  Several  other 
communications  were  received  and  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 


,  ARTICLE  VII. 

MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  sessions  was  dispensed 
with ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod. 
The  minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  held  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1866,  were  referred  to  the  same  committee.  This 
committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  disposed  of  item 
by  item: 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  respectfully  reports  the  follow- 
ing items  as  claiming  the  attention  of  Synod : 

Item  1,  page  15.     The  Committee  to  Revise  the  Rules  of  Order. 
Item  2,  page  23.     Delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies. 
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Item  3,  page  80.  Ad  ion  instructing  the  officers  of  Synod  to  fur- 
nish Messrs.  rister  and  Nicks  with  Certificates  of  Licensure. 

Item  4,  page  42.  A  resolution  instructing  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Seminary  to  pay  the  balance  still  due  on  the  repairs  made  on 
Professor  Higbee's  house  from  the  current  funds  of  the  Seminary; 
also  to  make  only  the  most  necessary  repairs  on  Dr.  Harbaugh's 
house  and  the  Seminary  building;  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Se- 
minary be  directed  to  pay  Dr.  Schaff  $300  for  books  oyer  and  above 
liis  Tercentenary  donation  of  800  volumes,  and  to  inquire  into  the 
legality  of  consolidating  the  funds  of  the  Seminary. 

Item  5,  page  43.  A  resolution  instructing  the  Board  of  Ybitors  to 
nominate  to  this  Synod  a  travelling  Tutor. 

Item  6,  page  44.  A  resolution  referring  the  purchasing  of  a  Pa- 
tristic Library  to  Dr.  Schaff. 

Item  7,  page  46.  A  resolution  relating  to  the  German  Professorship 
in  the  Seminary. 

Item  8,  page  47.  A  resolution  directing  the  Board  of  Education 
to  secure  the  re-imbursement  of  moneys  appropriated  to  such  benefi- 
ciaries as  are  not  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry  in  our 
own  Church. 

Item  9,  page  67.     Instruction  relating  to  the  printing  of  Minutes. 

Item  10,  page  70.  A  resolution  relating  to  the  defining  of  the 
boundary  line  between  East  Pennsylvania  and  Goshenhoppen  Classes. 

Item  11,  page  71.     A  Committee  on  Sunday  School  Literature. 

Item  12,  page  82.  A  resolution  authorizing  tbe  Board  of  Publi- 
cation to  secure  the  services  of  a  co-editor  for  the  present  year. 

Item  13,  page  82.  Refers  to  a  Committee  on  the  German  paper 
for  East  Pennsylvania. 

Item  14,  page  86.  A  committee  appointed  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  Rev.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  D.D. 

Item  15,  page  86.  Continuance  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  Di- 
gest for  the  use  of  Synod. 

Item  16,  page  90.     The  establishment  of  a  Female  Seminary. 

Item  17,  page  90.  The  appointoaent  of  a  Committee  to  organize 
a  Business  Convention  of  Laymen,  to  report  to  this  Synod. 

MINUTES   OF   TBS  GENERAL   SYNOD. 

Item  1,  page  69.  This  Synod's  quota  of  the  expenses  of  the  Ge- 
neral Synod,  $300. 

Item  2,  page  70.  The  action  of  the  General  Synod  in  regard  to 
the  ^*  Order  of  Worship,"  declaring  it  as  proper  to  be  used  in  our 
ooDgregations  and  families. 

Item  3,  page  83.  The  General  Synod  commends  the  Bridesburg 
Orphans'  Home  to  the  liberality  and  support  of  our  people. 

Item  4,  page  84.  The  General  Synod  directs  the  District  Synods 
to  urge  through  its  Classes,  upon  all  their  ministers  and  congrega- 
tions, the  duty  of  devoting  the  r^ular  collections  in  divine  service  to 
objects  of  benevolenoe. 


III.   FROM   THE   CLASSI8   OF   ZI09. 

Rev  Jacob  O.  Miller,  William  K.  Zieber,*  William  F.  P.  Davia,* 
and  William  D.  C.  Hodrock. 

i;^/«r»— Samuel  Wetzel,  WUliam  A.  Wilt,  David  Wolff,  and  Peter 
Stambaugh. 

IV.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  Ingold. 

Eidera--  *  *  *  »  »  • 

v.   FROM   THE  GLA6SIS    OF  VIRGINIA. 


Rev.  Daniel  O.  Bragoaier  and  Henry  Wissler. 
Elders — William  J.  Henaell  and  Jacob  Lantz  * 


VI.   FROM   THE  CLASSIS   OF    MARYLAND. 

Rev.  Jesse  Steiner,  Frederick  A.  Ruplej,  Edmund  R.  Esckbacb,^ 
and  John  S.  Foulk.» 

Elders — Jacob  Yeisley,  Frederick  Achej,  Jacob  Shreiner,  and 
Charles  W.  Haller. 

VII.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS   OF    PHILADELPHIA. 

Rev.  Nicholas  Gehr,  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,*  N.  S.  AUer,  J. 
Dahlman,  Sen.,  William  Sorber,  and  Samuel  H.  Oiesj.*^ 

Elders — John  Wiest^  Jacob  Schmidt,  Andrew  W.  Meyers,"  and 
Cbarles  Santee." 

YIII.   FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   MERCERSBURG. 

Rev.  Theobald  Fouse,*'  Adam  C.  Whitmer,  Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee,  Samuel 
N.  Callender,  and  Dr.  Thomas  0.  Apple. 

Elders — Adam  B.  Wingerd,  Frederick  Hyle,  David  Aurandt,  David 
B.  Martin,  and  David  Dunn.** 


*  nil  Nat  WM  occupied  by  Rer.  EphnUm  Kleffer,  firom  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  until  the 
afternoon  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  •eesions. 

*  Was  succeeded  by  ReT.  John  A.  HoiTheine,  on  the  morning  of  the  MTenih  day  of  the  sea- 
■iona. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  the  serenth  day  of  the  sessions. 

T  Was  succeeded  by  the  Rer.  William  F.  CoUiflower,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  tb« 
sessions. 

*  Was  succeeded  by  the  ReT.  Nathaniel  B.  Ollds,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  see- 
ilons,  and  resumed  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Giesy,  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

10  Was  aucccoded  by  the  ReT.  John  O.  Wlehle,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the 
sessions. 

u  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions. 

IS  Took  his  seat  on  the  STening  of  the  fifth  ^ay  of  the  sessions. 

M  Was  succeeded  by  the  ReT.  Walter  B.  Krebs,  on  the  eToning  of  the  seTenth  day  of  che 
seaions. 

M  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 


IX.  FROM  THE  CLA88IS  OF   QOSHENHOPPEN. 

Rev.  Lucian  J;  Mayer,^  Joseph  H.  Dabbs,«nd  George  W.  Aagh- 
inbaagh. 

^^er«— -Isaac  F.  Tost,"  Ephraim  Hartranfl;  and  Tobias  B.  Hille- 
gafl« 

X.   FROM  THE  CLAB8IS  OF    NEW  YORK. 

Rev.  John  F.  Busche. 
Elder — Henry  Obersheimer. 

XI.  FROM  THE  CLA88IS  OF  LANCASTER. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  and  W.  H.  H.  Snyder. 
Elders — Daniel  W.  Gross,  William  M.  Nevin,"  and  Daniel  Heit- 
shu.** 

XII.   FROM  THE  CLAS8I8  OF  CLARION. 

Rey.  Joseph  H.  Apple,  and  William  C.  Honpt. 
i;«cr— C.  Fulhner. 

XIII.    FROM  THE  CLA88I3  OF  ST.  PAUL. 

Rev.  Geo^  B.  Russell,  Cyras  R.  Dieffenbaoher,  and  Frederick 
Pilgram. 
Elders^SdLfioh  L.  Leberman,  and  Darius  S.  Dieffenbacher.'' 

XIV.  FROM  THE  CLA88I8  OF  EAST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  Levi  C.  Sheip,  Henry  Mosser,  William  G.  Cremer,  and  Simon 
S.  Miller. 
Elders — David  Eschbach,  George  C.  Welker,  and  Levi  Balliet.** 

XV.  FROM  THE  CLAS8I8  OF    WEST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  William  H.  Groh  »  David  G.  Klein,"  and  John  K.  Millet 
Elders — Samuel  Kryder  and  Michael  Brown. 

XVI.   FROM  THE  CLA8SIS  OF   WESTERN   NEW  YORK. 

Rev.  Edmund  Erb.** 

Elder—  *  *  *  *  *  ♦ 

XVII.   SYNOD  OF  OHIO  AND  ADJACENT   STATES. 

♦  *  *  *  *  4t  * 


tt  Obtained  leaTe  of  alMeo^e  on  th«  afternoon  of  the  serentb  day  of  the  sewiont. 

M  Took  hie  seat  on  the  aftrmoon  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  eeerione. 

1'  Took  their  eeats  on  the  momin|c  of  the  third  day  of  the  westone. 

1*  Took  hie  feat  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sesalooe. 

1*  Took  his  teat  on  the  erenlng  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sceelonB. 

V  Was  racceeded  by  Rer.  Jonathan  Kellen,  on  the  evening  of  the  seTentb  day  of  the  ■esdonfl. 

n  His  seat  was  occupied  from  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  until  the  evening  of  the  teTenth  day 
oftheseeaions. 

»  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions. 
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This  Synod  elected  Rev.  F.  J.  F.  Schants,  delegate  to  the  Synod  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church.     Rev.  Franklin  W.  l^remer,  delegate 
of  our  Synod,  was  present.    The  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  on  Trinity 
Sunday,  June  7th,  1868,  at  a  place  to  be  selected  by  the  officers  of 
Synod.     We  find  no  other  items  claiming  the  attention  of  this  Syno4l* 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  PHILIPS,  Chairman. 

The  following  is  the  communication  from  the  German  Evangelical 
Church  Diet,  referred  to  in  the  above  report: 

HiQHLT  Respected  and  Beloved  Brethren  in  the  Lord  ! — 
The  German  Evangelical  Church  Diet,  which  convened  in  Altenburg, 
in  1864;  learned,  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  interest,  of  the  happy- 
results  of  the  Festival,  the  occasion  for  which  was  furnished  by  the 
Tercentenary  Jubilee  of  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism,  and  has  instructed  us  to  convey  to  you  the  assurance,  that 
we  join  you  in  sentiments  of  joy  and  praise  to  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church,  who  has  caused  this  festival  to  become  the  source  of  new 
blessings  to  the  churches  connected  with  your  Synod. 

In  the  meantime,  you  have,  along  with  us,  experienced,  that  oar 
faithful  God  hears  the  prayers  of  his  servants,  and  causes  rich  bless- 
ings of  peace  to  spring  forth  from  the  storms  and  sorrows  of  bloody 
wars,  to  those  who  are  exercised  by  such  chastisements  (Heb.  zii.  11}. 
May  the  Evangelical  Churches  of  all  lands,  both  on  this  side,  and  on 
the  other  side  of  the  ocean,  realise,  that  it  is  their  mission  to  cherish , 
with  mutual  interest  and  concern,  the  treasure  which  God  has  com- 
mitted to  them  in  tl^e  sincere  confession  of  the  salvation  which  has 
appeared  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  not  become  weary  in  laboring,  in  huni- 
ble  reliance  upon  the  blessing  of  our  Father  in  heaveU;  to  awaken 
for  Him;  by  the  faithful  preaching  of  His  word,  a  chosen  generation, 
a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,  who  in  truth  and 
'  in  deed,  shall  show  forth  the  praises  of  Him  who  has  called  us  from 
darkness  into  His  marvellous  light  (1  Peter  ii.  9). 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  send  you,  dear  brethren,  the  invitation 
to  the  Church  Diet,  which,  God  willing,  will  be  held  in  Kiel,  from 
the  3d  to  the  6th  of  September  of  the  present  year,  with  the  request, 
that  you  will  note  the  contents  of  the  Programme,  and  accompany  the 
labors  of  the  Church  Diet  with  your  fraternal  intercession. 

Beblin,  Julv  4th,  1867. 

The  Presiding  officers  of  the  German  Evangelical  Cnurch  Diet, 

By  order  of  the  same, 
Dr.  HOFFMANN,  NOEL, 

General  Superintendent  Preacher  and  Secretary 

of  Kurmark.  of  the  German  Evangelical 

Church  Diet. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church ") 

in  the  U.  S.,  in  care  of  > 

V.  SAMUEL  R.  FISHER,  StaUd  Cleric,    ) 
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The  ReT.  John  F.  Basche,  John  W.  Ebbinghaus,  and  John  O. 
Wiehle,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  reply  to  the  aboTe  letter  from 
the  Oerman  Evangelical  Church  Diet : 

II.  BKPORTS  OF  DELS0ATS8  TO  CORRESPONDING  BODIES. 

Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent 
States. — ^The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to '  this 
body: 

As  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States, 
I  would  report  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  make  my  arrangements  to 
attend  upon  its  sessions,  after  receiving  the  notice  from  the  JPrimariui 
of  his  inability  to  represent  this  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  S.  FOULK. 
Baltimore,  October  19th,  1867. 

General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, — The 
following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this  body : 

The  undersigned,  appointed  as  your  delegate  to  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Chnrc)i,  respectfully  reports : 

That  he  attended  the  General  Synod  of  that  reverend  body,  held  in 
Geneva,  New  York,  commencing  on  the  5th  of  June,  1867.  Your 
delegate  met  with  a  cordial  and  courteous  reception,  and  was  made  to 
feel  that  he  was  in  the  midst  of  brethren  of  the  same  religious  faith. 
The  deliberations  were  conducted  with  dignity,  and  the  discussions 
were  marked  with  ability  and  moderation.  Your  delegate  listened 
with  feelings  of  pleasure  to  the  reports  of  the  several  committees  on 
charitable  and  religious  institutions,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
cause  of  Education  and  Missions  received  particular  attention.  Their 
Theological  Seminary  and  Colleges  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
theological  instruction  is  also  given  in  Hope  College,  Michigan.  Their 
Parochial  Schools  prove  to  be  beneficial  to  the  Church.  Their  Mis- 
sionary Boards  continue  to  labor  faithfully  in  the  propagation  of  the 
Oospel  in  this  and  foreign  lands.  Seventy-six  missionaries  are  labor- 
ing in  the  United  States,  in  eighty-six  mission  churches  and  stations. 
31i9sion  churches  have  been  ^established  in  the  States  of  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 
The  Foreign  Missionary  Board,  which  celebrated  its  tenth  anniver- 
sary as  an  independent  mission,  is  extending  its  influence;  and  the 
receipts  for  Foreign  Missions,  which  amounted  to  $13,000  per  year, 
when  they  belonged  to  the  American  Board "^  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Missions,  have  greatly  increased,  and,  durjng  the  last  year, 
amounted  to  $119,650.89.  Since  the  establishment  of  their  Indepen- 
dent Foreign  Missionary  Board,  all  their  other  benevolent  Institutions 
have  financially  increased.  They  have  two  flourishing  Foreign  Mis- 
sions— one  in  Amoy  and  one  in  Arcot.  They  have  also  established 
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a  ForeigQ  Mission  in  the  Empire  of  Japan ;  and  it  is  confidently  hoped 
that,  in  a  year's  time,  some  portions  of  the  Scriptures  will  be  read  in 
the  Japanese  language. 

Two  eminent  divines  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  Rev.  Dr. 
Patrick  Fairbairn  and  Rev.  James  Wells,  as  a  deputation  from  their 
General  Assembly,  also  addressed  the  Synod,  in  a  very  able  manner, 
on  Church  Union,  and  the  condition  of  their  own  churches  at 
home. 

Much  discussion  was  had  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church,  recommending  that  the  word  ^^  Dutch''  be  omitted,  and  that 
the  Church  hereafter  be  known  as  the  "  Reformed  Church  in  Ame- 
rica." The  proposed  change  was  almost  unanimously  advocated  by 
the  delegates  present,  and  a  resolution,  favoring  the  omission  of  the 
word,  *•  Dutch,"  and  the  addition  of  the  words,  "  in  America,"  to  the 
present  title,  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  110  ayes  to  9  nays,  and  the 
whole  matter  was  referred  t^  the  several  Classes  for  ratification. 

On  taking  leave,  I  assured  this  reverend  body  of  our  brotherly  love, 
and  the  deep  interest  which  we  have  in  their  welfare;  and  the  Presi-  , 
dent  remarked  that  the  same  feelings  of  brotherly  love  and  interest 
were  entertained  by  them  towards  the  German  Reformed  Synod. 

The  next  annual  session  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  R.  P.  D. 
Church  will  be  held  in  Hudson,  New  York. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DIEDRICH  WILLERS. 

Fayette,  October  10th,  1867. 

German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministermm  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Adjacent  States. — No  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this 
body. 

III.   APPOINTMENT  OF  DELEGATES  TO  CORRESPONDING  BODIES.  ' 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Ohio  and  Ad- 
jacent States. — Rev.  Walter  E.  Krebs,  primarius;  and  Rev.  John 
M.  Titzel;  secundum. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church. 
— ^Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  primarius;  and  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Cal- 
lender,  secundus. 

To  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Adjacent  States. — Rev.  Amos  H.  Kremer,  primarius  ;  and  Rev. 
Samuel  Philips,  secundus. 

ly.    MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  RELATING  TO  CORRESPONDENCE. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vic- 
tor M.  Hulbert^  delegate  from  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church,  took  leave  of  Synod  in  an  appropriate  ad- 
dress,  which  was  happily  responded  to  by  the  President.     On  the 
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eyeDing  of  the  fiflb  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Rev.  F.  J.  F.  Schantz,  de- 
legate from  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Adjacent  States,  took  leave  of  Synod  in  similar  circum- 
stances. 


ARTICLE  X. 
MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 
The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported.     Their  report  was 
received,  taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Classes  submits  the  following 
report : 

I.   IRREGULARITIES. 

None. 

II.   REQUESTS  AND  RECOMMENDATION(3. 

1.  Philadelphia  Clauis  requests  Synod  to  elect  a  competent  Ger- 
man Clerk,  to  serve  for  a  period  of  five  years  or  more,  for  a  salary  of 
$50  per  year,  who  shall  either  prepare  a  copy  of  its  minutes  during 
its  sessions,  or  execute  a  good  translation  from  the  manuscript  minutes 
of  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod,  in  order  that  the  minutes  in  the  Ger- 
man language  may  be  published  simultaneously  with  those  in  the 
English  language. 

2.  Clarion  Cla^sia  requests  Synod  to  dismiss  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
uniting  with  Westmoreland,  St.  Paul's,  and  West  New  York,  in  the 
formation  of  a  District  Synod,  and  to  appoint  time  and  place  of 
meeting. 

3.  St.  Paufs  Classia  makes  the  same  request,  recommending  that 
said  proposed  Synod  be  known  as  the  '^Palatinate  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church." 

4.  Mercersburg  Clams  requests  Synod  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Classes  to  the  enforcement  of  Article  52  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Church. 

5.  The  same  Classis  asks  Synod  '<  to  determine  whether  the  Licen- 
tiate, Jacob  B.  Rershner,  can  be  lawfully  ordained  as  Tutor  in  the 
Theological  Seminary." 

6.  West  SusquehoMna  Classis  requests  Synod  to  give  an  exact  in- 
terpretation of  Art.  52  of  the  Constitution. 

7.  The  same  Classis  petitions  Synod  to  base  the  apportionments 
hereafter  upon  the  number  of  members  connected  with  each  Classis. 

8.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  asks  Synod's  permission  to  undertake 
the  translation  of  the  Revised  Liturgy,  with  a  view  to  its  publication, 
provided  Synod  does  not  deem  it  proper  to  undertake  this  work 
itself. 

9.  The  same  Classis  declares  unconstitutional  the  acts  of  Synod  in 
empowering  a  committee  to  define  a  boundary  line  between  it  and  G^- 
ahenhoppen  Classis,  and  directs  the  attention  of  Synod  thereto^ 
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10.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  requests  Synod  to  take  immediate  mea- 
sures to  have  the  Revised  Order  of  Worship  translated  into  the  Ger- 
man language,  that  it  may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  people  for 
trial. 

11.  Lebanon  Classis  requests  Synod  to  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  restoring  the  Apostolic  office  of  Deaconess. 

12.  The  same  Classis  requests  Synod  not  to  entertain  a  memorial 
coming  from  a  recent  Convention  held  at  Meyerstown,  Pa. 

13.  Virginia  Classis  returns  thanks  to  Synod  for  aid  extended  to^ 
it  in  time  of  need,  and  for  exemption  from  payment  of  the  annual 
assessment. 

14.  North  Carolina  Classis  returns  thanks  to  Synod  for  aid  ren- 
dered in  carrying  forward  the  missionary  work  of  Classis. 

III.   APPEALS. 

1.  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher^  D.  D.,  appeals  from  the  action  of  the 
Philadelphia  Classis,  in  overruling  his  decision  with  regard  to  an  item 
of  business. 

2.  The  consistory  of  the  Saegerstown  charge  appeals  from  the  ac- 
tion of  St.  Paul's  Classis,  in  declining  to  unite  Brown's  congregation 
to  said  charge. 

IV.   SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  THE  CLASSES. 

1.  The  different  Classes  took  favorable  action  on  Missions,  Benefi- 
ciary Education,  &c. 

2.  On  the  omission  of  the  word  '^  Oerman  "  from  our  Church  title, 
the  action  was  as  follows : 

For  omission — East  Susquehanna,  West  New  York,  Clarion^  Lan- 
caster, Goshenhoppen,  Mercersburg,  Ziion*B,  Maryland,  St.  Paul's,  East 
Pen nsylvania,  and  Lebanon :   11. 

Against  omission — Philadelphia:  1. 

Postponed  action  until  next  Classical  meeting — New  York,  Virgi- 
nia, and  West  Susquehanna:  3. 

No  reference  to  the  omission  of  the  name — North  Carolina:  1. 

V.   LICENSURES,  ORDINATIONS,  &C. 

1.  Philadelphia  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  W.  G.  Hackman  to  St.  Jo- 
seph's Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  Rev.  J.  P.  Pfister  to  the  Evangelical 
Synod  of  the  West ;  received  Rev.  J).  E.  Klopp  from  the  Classis  of 
St.  Paul,  Rev.  D.  Feete  from  Virginia  Classis,  Rev.  A.  Helfenstein,  Jr., 
from  Lancaster  Classis;  Rev.  J.  C.  Beinhauer  from  the  Nassau  Pres- 
bytery of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  O.  S.;  licensed  Josiah  J.  Penne- 
packer,  and  dismissed  him  to  Clarion  Classis. 

2.  New  York  Classis  received  Rev.  Philip  A.  Schwartz  from  Mary- 
land Classis,  and  licensed  and  ordained  Maximilian  Frankel. 

3.  Hast  SasqiAehanna  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  S  Transue  to  East 
Pennsylvania  Classis,  Rev.  H.  H.  W.  Hibshman  to  Philadelphia  Claa- 
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818;  and  Rey.  S.  S.  Miller  to  Maryland  Glassis;  received  Rev.  H.  Mos- 
8er  from  Lancaster  Classis ;  licensed  and  ordained  W.  A.  Haas. 

4.  Clftnon  Clcusis  dumissed  Rev.  M.  H.  Hockman  to  the  Evange- 
lical Lutheran  joint  Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  and  Rev.  J. 
F.  Snyder  to  Westmoreland  Classis;  received  licentiate  J.  J.  Penny- 
packer  from  Philadelphia  Classis,  and  ordained  him. 

5.  Virginia  Classis  received  Rev.  Hiram  Shaull  from  Sandusky 
Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  Rev.  M.  L.  Shuford  from  Maryland 
Classis. 

6.  Zion*s  Classis  received  Rev.  R.  R.  Smith  from  East  Susquehan- 
na Classis,  Rev.  D.  W.  Wolff,  from  Lebanon  Classis,  and  the  licentiate 
John  M.  Clemens  from  Sheboygan  Classis;  ordained  the  licentiates 
John  M.  Clemens  and  John  A.  Iloffheins;  dismissed  Rev.  D.  W. 
Kelley  to  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  erased  the  name  of  licentiate 
John  W.  Bentz. 

7.  Lancaster  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  M.  A.  Smith  jto  East  Pennsyl- 
vania Classis,  Rev.  H.  Mosser  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  the  licen- 
tiate A.  F.  Ziegler  to  East  PeuDsylvania  Classis,  Rev.  A.  Ilelfenstein, 
Jr.,  to  Philadelphia  Classis,  and  Rev.  John  Naille  to  St.  John's  Classis ; 
received  Rev.  W.  A.  Gring  from  the  Westmoreland  Classis,  Rev.  Jno. 
Voegelin,  by  direction  of  Synod,  Rev.  J).  W.  Gerhard  from  Mercers- 
burg  Classis,  Rev.  S.  Knhn  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  the 
licentiate  Lewis  D.  Steckel  from  Mercersburg  Classis. 

8.  North  Carolina  Classis  licensed  Prof.  J.  C.  Clapp. 

9.  Goshenhoppen,  Classis  received  Rev.  L.  J.  Mayer  from  St.  Paul's 
Classis. 

10.  Maryland  Classis  received  the  licentiate  Jacob  Pister,  by  di- 
rection of  Synod,  and  ordained  him ;  erased  from  its  roll  the  name  of 
Rev.  Moses  A.  Stewart;  dismissed  Rev.  J.  Knelling  to  Miami  Classis, 
Rev.  J.  S.  Loose  to  Mercersburg  Classis,  and  Rev.  M.  L.  Shuford  to 
Virginia  Classis;  received  Rev.  John  Voegelin  from  Lancaster  Classis 

11.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  I.  S.  Weisz  to  East 
Pennsylvania  Classis^  Rev.  S.  Kuhn  to  Lancaster  Classis,  and 
Rev.  II.  C.  Heyser  to  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church ;  re- 
ceived the  licentiate  Joseph  H.  Schl'dppig  from  Lebanon  Classis,  and 
ordained  him  and  Rev.  l3.  W.  Kelley  from  Zion's  Classis. 

12.  West  New  York  Classis  received  Rev.  Theodore  Cludias  .from 
New  Brunswick  Classis,  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church ;   dis- 
missed Rev.  T.  Grosshusch  to  Sheboygan  Classis,  and  Rev.  H.  M.  K. 
Stroas  to  the  Congregationalists;  erased  from  its  roll  the  name  of 
Rev.  Brasch. 

13.  Mercersburg  Classis  licensed  Dewalt  S.  Fouse,  Tilghman  O. 
Stem  and  Lewis  D.  Steckel;  ordained  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Dewalt  S. 
Fouse  and  Tilghman  0.  Stem ;  dismissed  Rev.  Dewalt  S.  Fouse  and 
Rev.  Tilghman  0.  Stem  to  Iowa  Classis,  Rev.  Darius  W.  Gerhard, 
Rev.  Frederick  A.  Gast  and  the  licentiate  Lewis  D.  Steckel  to  the 
Lancaster  Classis. 
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14.  St,  PauTs  Classis  restored  D.  B.  Emsfc  to  the  bolj  ministry; 
received  Rev.  J.  H.  Stepler  from  St.  Joseph's  Classis,  and  Rev. 
Robert  Koehler  from  St.  John's  Classis;  dismissed  Rev.  D.  E.  KIopp 
to  Philadelphia  Classis  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Ebbinghaus  to  Maryland 
Classis ;  erased  from  its  roll  the  name  of  H.  F.  Hartman. 

15.  Lebanon  Classis  licensed  and  ordained  Samuel  A.  Leinbach; 
dismissed  Rev.  J.  II.  Schl'appig  to  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis, 
Rev.  D.  W.  Wolflf  and  Rev.  A.  S.  Vaughan  to  Zion's  Classis,  and 
Rev.  J.  C.  J.  Kurtz  to  East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 

16.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  received  Rev.  J.  C.  J.  Kurtz  from 
Lebanon  Classis,  and  the  licentiate  Amandns  F.  Ziegler  from  Lancas- 
ter Classis;  licensed  Daniel  E.  Sboedler,  and  erased  from  its  roll  the 
name  of  J.  F.  Jahnke. 

VI.   TIME   AND    FLACB   OP   NEXT    MEETING   OF   CLASSES. 

1.  Philadelphia  Clasxis  meeia  on  Tuesday  after  Whitsunday,  June 
2d,  18G8,  at  t}  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  East  Vincent,  Chester  county,  Pa., 
Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  President,  Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  Stated 
Clerk. 

2.  New  York  Classis  meets  at  Holyoke,  Connecticut,  June  9th, 
1868,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P.  M.,  President,  Rev.  Philip  Schaff,  D.  B.,  Stated 
Clerk,  Rev.  0.  Lohr. 

3.  St.  PauVs  Classis  meets  at  Greenville,  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  on 
Ascension  day.  May  21st,  1868,  at  10  o'clock,  A.M.,  Rev.  G.  B.  Rus- 
sell, President,  Rev.  J.  Kretzing,  Stated  Clerk. 

4.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  meets  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  Hilltown, 
Bucks  county.  Pa.,  on  Friday  before  Ascension  day,  1868,  at  7  o'clock, 
P.M.,  President,  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubs,  Stated  Clerk,  Rev.  L.  J.  Mayer. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  meets  at  Millersburg,  Pa.,  on  the  22d 
day  of  May,  1868,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P.  M.,  President,  Rev.  J.  W.  Stein- 
metz,  Stated  Clerk,  Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer. 

6.  Clarion  Classis  meets  at  St.  Petersburg,  Richland  Township, 
Clarion  county.  Pa.,  on  the  last  Thursday  in  May,  1868,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.M.,  President,  Rev.  W.  G.  Engel,  Stated  Clerk,  Rev.  J.  G.  Shoe- 
maker. 

7.  Virginia  Classis  meets  at  Edenburg,  Va.,  on  Friday  before  the 
3d  Sunday  in  May,  1868,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Rev.  H.  Wi^sler, 
President,  Rev.  H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated  Clerk. 

8.  Claris  of  North  Carolina  meets  at  St.  Mark's  Church,  Ala- 
mance county,  N.  C.,  on  Thursday  before  the  first  Sabbath  in  May. 
1868,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  President,  Rev.  Thomas  Long,  Stated 
Clerk,  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker. 

9.  Zion's  Classis  meets  in  East  Berlin.  Adams  county,  Pa.,  on  the 
2d  Friday  in  May,  1868.  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Rev.  W.  F.  P.  Davis, 
President,  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

10.  Lancaster  Classis  meets  at  Manheim,  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  on 
the  Ist  Friday  after  Ascension  day,  1868,  at  7 J  o'clock,  P.M.,  Presi- 
^onf  Hev.  W.  T.  Gerhard,  Stated  Clerk,  Rev.  W.  Aug.  Gring. 
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11.  Mercershnrg  Classis  meets  at  Greencastle,  Franklin  county,  Pa.^ 
on  Thursday  before  Ascension  day,  1868,  at  71  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Rev' 
Walter  E.  Kreba,  President,  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

12.  Clauis  of  West  New  York  meets  at  Clarence,  Erie  county,  N. 
Y.,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1868,  at  81  o'clock,  P.  M.,  President,  Rev.  J. 
B.  Knicst,  Stated  Clerk,  Rev.  D.  Willers. 

13.  Maryland  Classis  meets  at  Middletown,  Md.,  on  the  1st  Friday 
after  Ascension  day,  1868,  at  71  o^clock,  P.M.,  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach, 
President,  Rev.  W.  F.  CoUiflower,  Stated  Clerk. 

14.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  meets  at  Freeburg,  Snyder  county, 
Pa.,  on  the  3d  Wednesday  in  May,  1868,  at  71,  P.M.,  President, 
Rev.  W.  H.  Groh,  Stated  Clerk,  Rev.  D.  G.  Klein. 

15.  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania  meets  at  Weissport,  Carbon 
county,  Pa.,  on  Friday  before  Ascension  day,  1868,  at  7  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  President,  Rev.  J.  S.  Dubs,  Stated  Clerk,  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger. 

16.  Lebanon  Classis  meets  at  Mahanoy  city,  on  Thursday  preceding 
Ascension  day,  at  71  o'clock,  P.M.,  President,  Rev.  A.  Sr  Leinbaoh, 
Stated  Clerk,  Rev.  J.  E.  Hiester. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  ZIEBER,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  Request  No.  1,  see  Article  IH.,  Elec- 
tion of  Officers;  on  Request  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  6,  6,  8  and  10,  and  on  Ap- 
peals Nos.  1  and  2,  see  Article  XYI.,  Appeals  and  References;  on  Re- 
quest Nos.  9  and  12,  see  Article  XX.,  Church  Government;  on  Re- 
quest No.  7,  see  Article  XY.,  Finance;  and  on  Request  No.  11,  see 
Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous.  The  remaining  requests  and  other  items 
were  adopted,  except  the  restoration  of  the  Rev.  David  B.  Ernst  to  the 
holy  ministry  by  the  St.  Paul's  Classis,  for  the  disposition  made  of 
which  see  Article  XYI.,  Appeals  and  References. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination,  sub- 
miUed  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Examination  and  Licensure  report,  that  no  ap- 
plication has  come  before  them  claiming  their  attention. 

J.  W.  NEVIN,  Chairman. 

The  Stated  Clerk  reported,  that  the  Licentiates  Jacob  Pister  and 
Henry  R.  Nicks  were  furnished  with  certificates  of  Licensure,  as  in- 
structed by  Synod. 
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ARTICLE  XIL 

RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports, 
submitted  their  report.  It  was  received  and  adopted,  and  ia  as  fol- 
lows: 

• 

To  THE  Reverend  Synod  : — Your  Committee,  appointed  to  report 
on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals,  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

From  the  reports  of  the  various  Classes,  which  have  been  referred 
to  us^  we  find  that  the  general  progress  of  the  Church  through  the 
past  year,  has  been  encouraging,  and  such  as  should  awaken  our 
gratitude  and  thanksgiving.  But  few  of  our  ministers  have  been 
called  from  their  labors  by  death.  The  Philadelphia  Classis  mentioDS 
in  its  report  the  death  of  Dr.  Samuel  Helffenstein, — a  suitable  notice 
of  which  has  already  been  taken  by  the  Synod  convened  at  York.  The 
East  Susquehanna  Classis  records  the  death  of  Rev.  Samuel  Gutelius, 
aged  70  years, — a  faithful  minister,  who,  after  long  toil  and  affliction, 
now  rests  from  his  labors.  The  West  Susquehanna  Classis  refers  to 
the  death  of  '^an  earnest,  pious,  and  beloved  brother,"  whose  name  is 
not  given  in  their  record.  Thus,  by  a  remarkably  kind  Providence, 
only  three  of  our  ministers,  and  two  of  these  very  aged,  have,  during 
the  year,  covered  by  the  records  referred  to  us,  been  called  from  our 
midst,  to  rest  with  their  fathers,  awaiting  with  us  that  day  when 
Christ  shall  come  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead. 

Nearly  all  the  Classical  reports  speak  of  vacant  pastoral  charges,  and 
new  fields  opening  up  for  labor,  and  of  the  great  difficulty  of  meeting 
the  demands  thus  made  for  active  ministers.  This  shows  very  clearly 
that  our  Church  is  extending  so  rapidly,  that  it  cannot  be  supplied  by 
our  present  limited  number  of  ordained  clergymen.  We  take  pleasure 
in  stating,  however,  that  many,  if  not  all  the  Classes,  are  taking  active 
measures  to  change  this  condition.  Classical  schools  have  been  organ- 
ised in  various  places,  and  are  already  in  successful  operation;  and 
there  seems  to  be  a  special  and  wide-spread  activity  in  the  educational 
interests  of  the  Church,  keeping  steadily  in  view  an  increased  supply 
of  prepared  candidates  for  the  holy  ministry.  Favorable  results  may 
be  expected  from  these  earnest  efforts,  in  the  way  of  &  continuous  and 
increasing  supply  of  students  for  the  College  at  Lancaster,  and  the 
Seminary  at  Mcrcersburg,  which  in  due  time  must  greatly  increase 
the  number  of  our  ministers,  and  thus  obviate  the  serious  difficulties, 
which  now  inconvenience  our  Church  in  way  of  breaking  up  already 
settled  pastoral  relations  to  fill  destitute  fields,  as  well  as  in  way  of  in- 
jury sustained  by  the  absence  of  regular  pastoral  labor  and  superin- 
tendence, which  is  -sought  to  be  partially  remedied  by  travelling  mis- 
sionary operations  and  casual  supplies. 

But  aside  from  this  practical  result,  which  may  be  naturally  expected 
to  be  reached  in  the  future^  the  interest  which  is  taken  in  thorough 
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edacatioD,  now  so  prominently 'maoifestlDg  itoelf  throughout  our 
Church,  must  be  regarded  itself  as  a  very  enoouraging  feature  of  our 
progress,  and  as  deservedly  calling  upon  us  as  a  Church  not  only  to 
cherish  it,  but,  also,  to  mould  the  various  schools^  which  are  so  rapidly 
rising,  into  right  organic  relations  with  our  higher  institutions,  and  bind 
them  together  in  one  Christian  spirit,  and  with  one  order  of  philosophical 
and  theological  thought  and  life.  Still  further,  it  should  be  regarded 
as  a  mark  of  deep  earnestness,  of  prudent  foresight,  and  of  a  healthy  ^ 
tone  of  thought,  that  so  many  of  our  Classes  are  now  pondering  upon 
this  whole  subject;  and  that,  under  the  peculiar  genius  of  our  Church, 
as  though  guarded  by  divine  instinct,  there  is  such  an  accordant  dis- 
position to  maintain  with  firmness,  as  indispensable  to  every  system  of 
education,  the  Christian  faith  and  the  high  interest  of  moral  and  mental 
philosophy. 

The  reports  of  the  various  Classes,  in  alluding  to  the  themes  of 
thought  and  discussion  which  have  characterized  the  ecclesiastical  in- 
tercourse of  these_  different  bodies,  all  show  the  result  and  force  of  such 
educational  discipline  of  faith  and  thought.  Those  profound,  and 
withal  most  practical  questions,  which  relate  to  the  order  of  divine 
grace  itself,  which  take  up  the  creed,  and  government,  and  teaching, 
and  indeed  the  entire  cultus  of  the  Church,  making  most  solemn  ac* 
count  of  whatever  pertains  thereto — these  questions  are  the  very  ones, 
which,  according  to  the  reports  of  Classes,  elicit  the  most  careful  and 
thoughtful  discussions  of  our  ministry.  Indeed,  we  may  say,  that  no- 
thing more  distinctly  characterizes  the  state  of  religion  and  morals  in 
our  Church,  than  just  this  freshness  of  theological  thought,  this 
grappling  with  themes  which  are  so  closely  near  the  foundation  of  all 
progress  of  Christian  life,  and  which  are  so  peculiarly  felt  by  our  minis- 
ters as  of  necessity  requiring  a  steady  and  settled  conviction  in  their 
faith,  to  insure  any  proper  or  permanent  development  of  their  work. 

It  is  evident  from  the  records  of  Classes,  that  these  discussions, 
which  involve  principles  so  near  to  the  very  heart  of  the  whole  Chris- 
tian salvation,  have,  and  that  very  naturally,  found  themselves  clus- 
teriog  around  and  concentrating  in  the  liturgical  movement  now  in 
progress  in  our  Church;  and  that  this  movement,  in  one  form  or  an- 
other, is  influencing  the  thought,  and  feeling,  and  action  of  our  whole 
denominational  life. 

We  notice,  in  this  connection,  that  nearly  all  the  reports  of  Classes 
speak  of  the  increasing  interest  taken  in  catechetical  instruction. 
Very  generally  this  is  introduced  into  the  Sunday-schools,  and  there 
seems  to  be  an  effort  to  make  the  whole  teaching  of  the  Church  rest 
upon  the  distinctive  confessional  basis  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 
The  result  of  this,  so  far  as  we  can  gather  from  the  documents  referred 
to  us,  is  a  steadily  advancing  consciousness  of  the  strength  of  our  own 
position  as  a  Church,  and  a  consequent  determination  to  make  our 
mission  powerfully  felt  wherever  we  go. 

Id  regard  to  the  liberality  of  our  membership,  many  of  the  Classes 
speak  very  favorably,  while  some  seriously  complain.    We  feel  assured, 
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bowever,  from  the  Btatistical  tables  wbicb  are  appended  to  tbis  report, 
tbat  tbere  is  progress  in  tbis  respect  also.  The  benevolent  contribu- 
tions daring  tbe  year  bave  amounted  to  $50,890,  an  increase  of  more 
tban  a  $1000  over  tbe  preceding  year,  and  nearly  $15,000  over  tbe 
year  1865.  It  is  difficult,  indeed  impossible,  to  gatber  from  the  sta- 
tistics, wben  many  columns  are  incomplete,  any  secure  estimate  of  the 
progress  of  tbe  Church,  wbicb,  even  when  tbe  statistics  are  full,  cannot 
well  be  measured  by  a  consideration  of  numbers  only.  It  is  tbe  opinion 
of  your  Committee,  after  a  careful  examination  of  all  tbe  records  re- 
ferred to  them,  tbat  tbe  condition  of  tbe  Church  is  such  as  to  demand 
our  most  sincere  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  for  His  continued 
favor  and  blessing,  and,  ^'Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding 
abundantly  above  all  tbat  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power 
that  worketh  in  us;  unto  Him  be  glory  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Je- 
sus throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end.     Amen." 

E.  B.  HIGBEE,  Chairman. 

[For  Statistical  Reports,  see  Appendix.] 

Tbe  following  religious  exercises  were  observed  during  tbe  Sessions 
of  Synod: 

1.  The  Sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious 
exercises. 

2.  Tbe  Rev.  John  S.  Foulk,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  and  Samuel 
Philips,  and  Elders  Joseph  Laubach,  and  William^  J.  Hcnsell,  were 
appointed,  at  tbe  opening  of  tbe  Sessions,  a  Committee  on  Religious 
Exercises. 

The  Religious  Exercises  required  by  tbe  standing  rule  of  Synod 
were  observed  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  Sessions,  in 
the  order  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Religious  Exercises.  They 
were  opened  with  a  bjrmn  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  G.  Bragonier,  which 
was  followed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  John  P.  Stein.  An  address 
was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  N.  S.  Aller  on  the  promise  of  tbe  Spirit, 
and  tbe  necessity  of  His  influences  to  success  in  tbe  important  work 
of  tbe  Christian  ministry  After  another  hymn  by  the  Rev.  Wm. 
C.  Cremcr,  an  address,  in  the  German  language,  was  then  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  John  F.Buscbe,  on  the  subject  of  Christian  re-unions  such  as 
are  incident  to  tbe  annual  gatherings  of  Synod,  and  tbe  practical 
influence  wbicb  they  should  be  allowed  to  exert  upon  the  bcarts  of 
all  who  are  permitted  to  participate  in  them.  The  Rev.  Josepb  H. 
Dubbs  followed  with  prayer  in  the  same  language.  Tbe  exercises 
were  closed  with  a  doxology  and  tbe  benediction  by  tbe  President. 

3.  The  Committee  on  Religious  Exercises  made  tbe  following  ap- 
pointments for  members  of  Synod  : 

Third  Rfformeii  Church: 
Saturday,  7},  P.  M.,  Rev.  J.  W.  Nevin,  D.  D. 
Sunday,     11,  A.  M.,  Holy  Communion,  Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.  D. 
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Sunday,     3},  P.  M.,  Sunday  School  Exercises  ;  Addresses  by  Rer. 

Geo.'B.  Russell  and  Elder  John  Wiest. 
"         7i,  P.  M..  Rev.  Tb.  G.  Apple,  D.  P. 

First  Ger.  Re/,  Church. 

"         11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D,  D. 

3,  P.  M.,  Sunday  School  Exercises ;  Addresses  by  Rev. 
Jos.  H.  Dubbs  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer. 

7},  P.  M.,  Rev.  H.  Mosser. 

First  Eng.  Ref,  Church. 

11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein. 
7  J,  P.  M.,  R^v.  S.  Philips. 

Fourth  Ger.  Re/.  Church. 
10},  A.  M.,  Rev.  J.  G.  Wiehle,  (German.) 

Fi/ih  Ger,  Re/.  Church. 

lOi,  A.  M.,  Rev.  J.  Kuelling,  (German.) 
7i,  P.  M.,  Rev.  J.  F.  Busche. 

Sixth  Ger,  Re/  Church. 

10,  A.  M.,  Rev.  N.  Gehr,  (Ger^ian.) 
Ti,  P.  M.,  Rev.  J.  Dahlman,  Sen. 

Fv.  Luth.  Churchy  Lombard  near  Penn. 

11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  W,  R.  Hofford. 
7i,  P.  M.,  Rev.  G.  B.  Russell. 

Westminster  Pres,  Church. 
11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  S.  H.  Giesy. 

Twel/lh  Pres.  Church. 

4,  P.  M.,  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrick. 

Meth.  Prot,  Church,  Green  and  Lombard, 
11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer. 

JHeth.  Prot,  Church,  Washington  Street, 
11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  C.  A.  Rittenhouse. 

Exeter  St.  Meth.  Ep.  Church. 
11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  S.  Philips. 

Light  Street  Meth,  Ep,  Church. 
11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley. 

Eutaw  Street  Meth.  Ep.  Church. 
7i,  P.  M.,  Rev.  W.  E.  Krebs. 

Madison  Ao,  Meth.  Ep.  Church. 
11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  Th.  G.  Apple,  D.  P. 
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Emory  Street  Meth.  Chitrch,  ! 

Sunday,     11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  J.  Steiner.  •  * 

Mount  Vernon  Meth,  JEJp,  Church. 
"  11,  A.  M.,  Rev.  N.  S.  Aller. 

German  Evan,  Ass.,  Green  Street, 

"         10},  A.  M  ,  Rev.  J.  E.  Hiester,  (German.)  1 

"  7h  P.  M.,  Rev.  N.  Gebr.  I 

4.  The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  :  ' 

Resolved:  That  the  increasing  evidences  of  disregard  for  the  Clirisi 
tian  Sabbath,  and  the  open  declaration  of  some  of  their  determiua^ 
tion  to  secure  the  repeal  of  all  civil  sanction  of  its  sacred  observance^ 
should  alarm  every  Christian  and  patriot,  and  call  forth  their  earnest 
prayers  and  diligent  efforts  to  prevent  courses,  so  dishonoring  to  God. 
and  demoralizing  to  Society,  from  prevailing. 

Resolve^l :  That  the  Classes  be  respectfully  recommended  to  urge 
upon  the  churches  the  importance  of  exerting  their  influence  to  pro- 
mote a  better  observance  of  the  Christian  Sabbath. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

REPORTS  OF  THE  BOARDS  OF  TRUSTEES  AND  VISITORS. 

(a.)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Theological  Seminary : 

To  the  Synod  of  tlie  German  Reformed  Church  in  tJie  United  State,*, 
Dear  Brethren  : 

The  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  a  committee  for  this  pur- 
pose by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  Board  is  organized  as  follows,  viz  : 

President^  D.  W.  Gross. 
Vice  President  J  George  Besore. 
Secretary^  Geo.  Cook. 
Treasurer,  A.  B.  Wingerd. 

Believing  that  Synod,  at  its  last  meeting,  in  the  third  resolution  of 

the  report  of  its  committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  further  endowment 

of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  page  92  of  its  proceedings,  contom- 

1  .^d  the  removal  of  the  Seminary  to  Lancaster,  the  Board  held  a 
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ecial  meeting  in  Greencastle,  November  14t1i,  1866,  to  consider  the 
racticability  of  sach  a  movement.  After  duly  considering  the  sab- 
ct.  the  members  present  were  unanimous  in  the  belief,  that,  in  view 
r  the  growing  interests  of  the  new  Collegiate  Institution  at  Mercers- 
nrg,  whose  prosperity  is  so  much  favored  by  its  proximity  to  the  Se- 
lioary,  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  SeminAry  itself,  and  the  pro- 
ftbilitj  that  nothing  would  be  gained  by  the  removal  for  the  inter- 
Bts  of  the  College  at  Lancaster,  but  only  additional  expense  incurred 
I  providing  new  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Seminary; — conse- 
lently  no  steps  ought  to  be  taken  just  at  this  time  in  the  direction 
ontemplated.  ^ 

The  Board  appointed  a  committee  of  its  members  to  visit  Lancaster 
nl  meet  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  or 
I  committee  of  the  same,  and  present  their  views  to  them.  An  inter- 
riew  was  had,  and  the  committee  of  the  College  Board  agreed  that  no 
BQ mediate  steps  should  be  taken,  and  the  matter  was  deferred  until  a 
lub^cquent  meeting  of  Synod. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Board  was  held  at  Mercersburg,  on 
September  20th,  1867.  At  that  meeting,  the  Board  reiterated  their 
opinion,  that  for  the  same  reasons,  expressed  at  their  special  meeting, 
ind  the  additional  reason,  that  the  Synod  of  York  authorized  addi- 
tional expenditures  in  repairing  the  property  of  the  Seminary  at  Mer-, 
eersburir,  it  should  not  be  removed  at  present. 

A  petition  having  been  received  from  the  Professors  and  students, 
asking  this  Board  to  fit  up  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  Seminary  building 
for  a  Reading  Room; — on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  this  Board  regards  this  application  with  favor,  and 
that  the  committee,  in  their  report,  be  directed  to  bring  the  subject  to 
the  attention  of  Synod  for  their  advice. 

It  was  also 

Resoiued,  That  the  Board  of  Visitors  be  requested  to  ask  Synod  to 
e  {ualixe  the  salaries  of  the  Professors  in  the  Seminary,  and  to  name 
the  time  at  which  the  increase  of  salaries  is  to  commence. 

Herewith  we  present  the  annual  report  of  our  Treasurer,  which 
ihows  our  financial  condition  to  be  very  good. 

Respectfully,  D.  W.  Gross,  Prendent. 

A.  B.  WiNOERD,  Treasurer. 

T')  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  German 

Reformed  Church. 
Oextlemen  :— 

Your  Treasurer  is  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  your  finances  are 
in  a  good  condition.  The  interests  and  dividends  of  your  investments 
ire  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands.  The  interest  on  the  Theological 
^minary  investments,  which  amount  is  $30,920.00,  is  in  excess  ^of 
'•at  year,  owing  to  difference  received  in  exchange  of  bonds.  To  this 
faod  was  added  four  hundred  dollars,  received  from  the  estate  of  So- 
I'jmon  Grouse,  deceased,  of  Washington  County,  Md.,  and  three  bun- 
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dred  and  fifty  dollars,  Plainfield  Bond  principal,  all  of  which  haa  been 
invested. 

There  was  nothing  received  on  Sy nodical  apportionments,  and  the 
balance  of  last  year  was  paid  over. 

Your  Theological  Tutorship  Fund  is  $10,000,  which  amount,  at  the 
present  rate  of  interest,  is  sufficient  for  the  increased  salary  of  the 
Tutor,  when  paid  up ;  but  owing  to  many  failing  to  pay  their  inte- 
rests, this  Fund  owes  the  Treasurer  $258.92. 

The  Tercentenary  Fund,  which  is  $15,853.62,  was  increased  this 
year  two  hundred  dollars,  which  was  invested.  The  interest  received 
this  year  is  $1,087.35,  with  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  last  year  of 
$1,706.24,  making  $2,793.59^  out  of  which  was  paid  on  repairs 
$2,408.30,  leaving  a  balance  of  $385  29  in  the  Treasury. 

Your  Theological  Library  Fund  is  $1,350.  The  amount  of  inte- 
rest received  this  year  is  $76.75.  This,  with  the  $75  of  last  year 
makes  $151.75,  out  of  which  was  paid  $60.80,  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
Treasury  of  $90.95. 

Your  Treasurer  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  fact, 
that  the  amount  paid  on  repairs  was  taken  out  of  the  Tercentenary  ' 
interest,  which  amount  Synod  ought  to  make  provision  to  refund. 
AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

A.  B.  WINGERD,  Treagurer. 

Theological  Seminary  in  Account  with  A.  B.  WiNOERD,  Treasurer ^ 
from  October  1,  1866,  to  October  1,  1867. 


CR. 

By  Interest  on  Plainfield  Bonds $98  55 

"  KiefferFund $570  00 

"  Keller  Fund 300  00 

"  Cook  Fund 84  55 

By  Bank  Dividends 1388  60 

^^  Interest  on  Sundry  Investments 268  00 

"  Difference  in  Exchange  of  Bonds 162  00 

$2773  15 

By  Amount  received  from  Solomon  Grouse's  Estate 400  00 

$3271  70 
"        '*      Due  Treasurer 51  88 

$3323  58 
DR. 

To  Amount  paid  Dr.  H.  Harbaugh $1425  00 

"         "        **      Dr.  E.  E.  HigBee 1300  00 

'^  difference  in  Exchange  of  Bonds 43  58 

Carrie?  over,  $2768  58 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $2768  68  S3323  58 

To  Treasurer's  Salary 100  00 

^^  Postage  and  Stationery 15  00 

*'  laterest  on  Klopp  Legticy 40  00 

'*  Amount  Principal  (Crouse)  Invested 400  00 

$3323_58 

Plaivjield  Bond  Principal. 

OR. 

By  Amount  from  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher $100  00 

Dr.  B.  C.  Wolff. 150  00 

"  Wm.  H.  Duvall 100  00 

$350  00 

DR. 
To  Amount  Invested $350  00 

Sj/nodical  ApportionmenL 

CR. 
By  Amount  in  Treasury $89  19 

DR. 

To  Amount  paid  Treasurer  F.  and  M  College 89  19 

Theoloffical  Tutorship, 

CR. 

By  Amount  Interest  received 441  08 

«  Due  Treasurer 258  92 

$700  00 

DR. 
To  Amount  paid  Prof.  Kerschner $700  OO 

Tercentejiary  Pund. 

CR 

By  Amount  Invested  last  year $15^653  62 

"  Received  from  the  family  of  D. 

W.GrosSjEsq 200  00 

$15,853  62 

DR. 

To  Amount  of  Whole  Investment $15,853  62^ 

CR. 

By  Amount  Int.  in  Treasury  last  year $1706  24 

"  received  this  year 1087  35 

$2793  59 

DR. 

To  Amount  paid  on  Repairs....^ 2408  30 

"  Balance  in  Treasury 385  29 

$2793  59 
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Theological  Library  Fund. 

CR. 

By  Amount  in  Treasury  last  year $75  00 

*'  Int.  received 76  75 

DR. 

To  Amount  paid  Dr.  Schaff $15  00 

''  S.  R.  Fisher  &  Co 45  80 

*^  Balance  in  Treasury 90  95 


9151  75 


$151  75 


The  following  additional  report  was  received  from  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Theological  Seminary,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary: 

Brethren  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  : 
— ^I  herewith  report  as  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Theological  Seminary,  that  I  did  not  pay  Dr.  Philip  Schaff  $300,  as 
ordered  by  the  Synod  at  York,  because  I  had  no  funds  in  hands  for 
such  purpose. 

The  item  of  the  consolidation  of  the  Theological  Seminary  funds,  was 
referred  to  the  Board,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  there  was  any  legal 
difficulty.  The  Board,  by  resolution  passed  at  their  last  meeting,  are  of 
the  opinion,  that  there  is  no  legal  difficulty. 

Respectfully  submiited, 

A.  B.  WINGERD,  Treasurer. 

(b\  Report  of  tlie  Board  of  Visitors. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
the  Theological  Seminary ; 

The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  who  are  also 
the  Board  of  Education,  organized  after  their  election  at  the  last 
meeting  of.  Synod,  by  the  choice  of  Rev.  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  as  Presi- 
dent; W.  E.  Krebs,  Secretary,  and  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 

They  held  their  annual  meeting  in  Mercersburg,  on  the  14th  and 
15th  days  of  May  last,  at  the  close  of  the  session  in  the  Seminary. 
The  students  were  examined  at  that  time  in  the  chief  studies  pursued 
during  the  year.  The  examination  proved,  on  their  part,  great  fami- 
liarity with  the  subjects  that  were  taken  up,  as  well  as  manifested 
their  zeal  and  attention  in  all  the  rest.  The  Board  itself  selected  the 
branches  on  which  to  examine  the  students.  The  usual  departments 
of  Dogmatic  and  Practical  Theology,  Church  History,  Exegesis  of 
New  Testament,  Hebrew  and  Exegesis  of  Old  Testament,  were  faith- 
fully pursued  by  the  three  classes.  The  department  of  Hebrew  and 
Old  Testament  JBxegesis,  has  received  a  new  impulse  from  the  special 
attention  given  to  it  by  the  Tutor.  The  other  departments  are  ably 
and  efficiently  carried  forward  by  the  respective  Professors. 
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In  this  connection  the  Board  deem  it  proper  to  report  tbeir  entire 
confidence  in  the  teaching  imparted  in  the  Seminary,  as  well  as  in  the 
excellent  progress  of  the  students.  Some  attempts  have  been  recently 
made  to  bring  suspicion  on  the  Institution,  by  reason  of  the  contro-^ 
rersy  on  the  Liturgy,  which  is  agitating  the  Church.  The  old  and 
stale  charges  of  heresy  and  popery,  which  the  Seminary  lived  down  in 
days  that  are  passed,  are  every  now  and  then  revived,  wherever  and 
whenever  an  opportunity  is  afforded.  An  instance  of  this  is  an  article 
that  appeared  some  months  ago  in  the  ^'Catholic  World/'  and  was  paraded 
in  a  religious  journal  of  another  denomination.  As  this  latter  paper 
intimated  that  the  author  was  a  member  of  our  own  communion,  and 
a  professor  in  our  institutions,  the  Board,  as  in  duty  bound,  took  the 
maiter  in  hand,  and  succeeded  in  ascertaining  that  the  slander  pro- 
ceeded from  outside  sources. 

Bat  these  efforts  at  detraction,  the  Board  is  sorry  to  report,  are  not 
confined  to  members  of  other  denominations.  Some  have  been  found 
within  our  own  bounds,  willing  to  be  used  in  furthering  this  unright- 
eoaswork.  Not  only  have  insinuations  and  direct  charges  against  the 
orthodoxy  of  the  Seminary  been  thrust  out  before  the  world,  but  Eom3 
effort  at  least  has  also  been  made  to  persuade  young  men  to  pass  Mer- 
cersburg  by,  and  go  rather  to  Princeton  or  New  Brunswick.  In 
opposition  to  all  this,  the  Board,  to  whom  this  Synod  has  committed 
the  care  of  this  institution,  and  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with 
its  inward  workings,  are  called  upon  to  bear  direct  testimony  to  the 
f<cr,  that  no  new  or  novel  doctrines  are  taught  therein,  but  only  such 
as  have  been  held  and  revered  by  the  Church  for  years. 

The  students  connected  with  the  Seminary  during  the  past  year, 
jrere  classified  as  follows:  twelve  in  the  Senior  Class — J.  J.  Penny- 
packer,  L.  K.  Evans,  S.  A.  Leinbach,  J.  Van  Haagen,  A.  J.  Bowers, 
W.  A.  Haas,  L.  D.  Steckel,  J.  S.  Hess,  D.  M.  Wolff,  D.  S.  Fouse,  T. 
0.  Stem,  and  H.  F.  Keener;  four  in  the  Middle  Class— T.  F.  Hoff- 
meicr,  S.  Schweizter,  J.  B.  Kieffer,  and  C.  B.  ShuUenberger ;  three  in 
the  Junior  Class — E.  O.  Forney,  J.  F.  Wiant,  and  H.  W.  Hoffmeier. 
or  the  Senior  Cl<iss,  four  were  prosecuting  their  studies  in  Europe, 
and  one  had  leave  of  absence;  the  remaining  seven,  namely,  Messrs. 
Pennypacker,  Leinbach,  Haas^  Steckel,  Fouse,  Stem,  and  Keener, 
having  cjnipleted  their  full  course,  received  honorary  dismissions  and 
recommendations  for  licensure,  at  the  Commencement  of  the  Semi- 
nary, held  on  the  15th  of  May  last,  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Mer- 
cersburg. 

The  Seminary  keeps  up  its  number  of  students,  notwithstanding  the 
falling  off  in  our  College  during  the  war.  The  new  class  entering  this 
Fall,  is  composed  of  eight,  and  the  growing  number  of  candidates  for 
the  ministry  in  our  Colleges,  encourages  the  expectation  that  the 
Dumber  in  the  Seminary  will  be  much  greater  than  it  hjs  been  for 
years.  As  many  of  these  are  more  or  less  dependent  on  the  Church 
tor  support,  it  is  necessary  that  special  attention  be  directed  to  the  de- 
mand tor  enlarged  contributions  to  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Education. 
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Under  the  action  of  Mercereburg  Clossia,  a  congregation  has  been 
organized  of  the  members  of  the  Seminary  and  Mercersbarg  College. 
It  worships  in  the  Seminary  chapel,  and  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
the  clerical  Professors  of  both  institutions.  This  has  been  found  of 
decided  advantage  to  the  religious  interests  of  both  Seminary  and 
College.  The  congregation,  of  its  own  accord,  makes  use  of  the  new 
■Order  of  Worship,  which  wa^ recommended  to  the  churches  by  the 
General  Synod.  Divine  service  is  held  once  every  Sunday,  and  also 
on  Wednesday  evening. 

Through  the  praiseworthy  zeal  of  the  present  students  of  the  Semi- 
nary, the  lecture-room  has  been  refitted  and  greatly  improved.  The 
Library  also  has  been  rearranged  and  catalogued  by  the  Tutor,  with 
great  labor  and  care.  In  regard  to  the  purchase  of  a  complete  edition 
of  the  Church  Fathers,  from  the  $1,000  realized  from  the  Duncan 
case,  the  Board  respectfully  requested  Dr.  Schaff^  to  whom  the  matter 
was  referred  by  Synod,  to  postpone  the  purchase  for  the  present,  on 
account  of  the  high  prices  of  books,  and  the  desirableness  of  in- 
creasing the  Library  fund^  the  interest  only  of  which  shall  be  ex- 
pended. 

The  Board  recommends  to  Synod  the  increasing  of  Rev.  Dr.  Hig- 
bee's  salary  to  91,500,  the  same  as  that  of  the  other  Professor.  Its 
duties^  and  labors,  and  responsibilities  are  equally  as  heavy.  Under 
the  general  authority  given  to  it  by  Synod^  to  provide  for  the  full 
teaching  force  of  the  Seminary  which  has  been  authorized,  the  Board 
promised  the  Tutor  a  salary  of  $800,  which  was  necessary  in  order  to 
retain  his  services.  For  the  same  salary  also  he  has  been  engaged  for 
the  year  just  now  begun.  We,  therefore,  earnestly  ask  the  Synod  to 
increase  the  salary  of  the  Tutor,  beginning  with  last  year,  to  the  sum 
before  mentioned. 

Synod  last  Fall  requested  the  Board  to  nominate  a  travelling  Tutor. 
They  report  that  they  are  unable  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  last  class  from  the  Seminary,  are  already  located  in  pastoral 
fields,  and  they  did  not  feel  justified  in  nominating  one,  who  had  not 
completed  the  course  at  Mercersburg.  They,  therefore,  leave  the 
whole  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Synod  for  the  present  year. 

Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.  D.,  was  inaugurated  Professor  of  Ohurcb 
History  and  Exegesis  in  Chambersburg,  January  18th,  1866.  We 
suggest  to  Synod  the  propriety  of  making  provision  for  the  publication 
of  his  inaugural  address. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  0.  APPLE.  President 

W.  E.  KREBS,  Secretary. 
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Synopsis  or  Trbasuber's  Report. 

Board  of  Education  of  the  German  Reformed  Churchy  in  accowii 

with  Samuel  R.  Fisheb,  Treantrer. 

CR. 

By  balance  in  Treasury,  Oct.  20,  1866.... !. $950  83 

By  cash  received  from  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia 844  65 

"                  "                    "          Eaat  Pennsylvania 312  84 

"                 "                   "          GosBenhoppen 527  00 

"                  "                    "          Lebanon 367  65 

"                  "                    "          West  Susquehanna 102  51 

"                  "                    "          Zions 141  50 

"                  "                    "          East  Susquehanna. 178  97 

"                  "                    "          Meroersburg 227  76 

"                  "                    «          Lancaster *  150  47 

"                  "                    "          Maryland 68  65 

"                    "          New  York 19  00 

"                  "                    "          Clarion 3  10 

Miscellaneous 3  00 

Interest  and  dividends  258  16 

Refunded 100  00 

$4,255  58 
DR. 

To  cash  paid  beneficiaries  of  Glassis  of  Philadelphia. 972  44 

«                "                    "          East  Pcnna 686  00 

"    .             ''                   "          Goshenhoppen 432  00 

"                    "          Lebanon 169  67 

"                 "                     "          West  Susquehanna....  102  61 

"                "                    "          Zions 150  00 

"                ''                    ''         East  Susquehanna....  40  00 

"                "                    "          Mercersburg 200  00 

•'                "                    "         Lancaster 176  00 

•*          Virginia 160  00 

*'                                                  for  Account  books....  2  10 

Balance  in  Treasury..  1,176  86 


$4,266  68 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  account  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  with  all  the  necessary  vouchers,  etc.,  and 
find  them  all  correct,  leiiving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
of  eleven  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents 
(1,175.86).  JACOB  HASSLER. 

Baltimori,  Md.,  Oct.  19th,  1867. 


II.  REPORT  OF  THE  OOMMITTEB  ON  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

The  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary,  to  whom  the  foregoing 
reports  wfere  referred,  sabmitted  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived, taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted: 

The  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report: 

1.   The  Report  of  Hit  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary. 

From  this  report  we  learn,  that  the  Board  was  properly  organized, 
and  attended  to  the  business  claiming  its  attention.  lA  reference  to 
the  removal  of  the  Seminary  to  Lancaster,  which  was  referred  to  it  at 
the  last  meeting  of  this  Synod,  page  92,  printed  minutes,  it  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  such  removal  would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time. 
A  Committee  of  the  Board  met  with  a  Commit' ee  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Franklin  and  A^arshall  College,  in  reference  to  the  subject 
of  removal,  and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  immediate  steps 
should  be  taken  in  that  direction,  and  they  deferred  the  matter  to  the 
present  meeting  of  Synod.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  held 
at  Mercersburg,  Sept.  20th,  1867,  the  Board  reiterated  the  foregoing 
conclusions,  and  for  the  additional  reason,  that  the  Synod  of  York 
authorized  additional  expenditures  in  repairing  the  Seminary  build- 
ings, that  the  removal  should  not  take  place  at  present.  A  petition 
from  the  Professors  and  students,  asking  that  a  room  should  be 
fitted  up  in  the  Seminary  building  for  a  reading-room,  was  received 
by  the  Board,  which  regarded  the  application  with  favor,  and  recom- 
mends it  to  the  favorable  attention  of  Synod,  a«iking  its  advice  in  the 
matter.  The  Board  requests  Synod  to  equalize  the  salaries  of  the 
Professors^  and  to  name  the  time  when  the  increase  of  salaries  shall 
commence. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  statements  and  requests,  your  committee 
would  r^ommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution. 

Rewhed^  That  the  Board  be  authorized  to  fit  up  a  room  in  the 
Seminary  building  for  a  reading-room. 

2.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

From  this  report  we  learn,  that  this  Board  has  faithfully  attended 
to  its  duties  during  the  past  year.  It  attended  upon  the  examinations 
of  the  students,  which  were  well  sustained,  and  were  entirely  satisfac- 
tory^ both  on  the  part  of  Professors  and  students,  and  clearly  proved 
that  no  new  or  novel  doctrines  are  taught  in  the  Seminary,  but  such 
as  have  been  held  and  revered  by  the  Reformed  Church  for  years. 
The  Board  refers  to  the  efforts  which  are  making  by  members  of  the 
Church  to  fix  upon  the  Seminary  the  charge  of  heresy  and  popery, 
and  thus  to  persuade  young  men  to  pass  Mercersburg  by,  and  go 
rather  to  Princeton  or  New  Brunswick  to  pursue  their  theological 
studies.     The  number  of  students  in  the  Seminary  is  19. 

The  Board  requested  Dr.  Schaff  to  postpone  the  purchase  of  a  Pa- 
tristic library,  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  books,  and  the  desira- 


37 

bleness  of  increasing  the  library  fand^  the  interest  only  of  which  shall 
be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books. 

This  Board  also  recommends  the  equalising  of  the  salaries  of  the 
ProferEors;  also  that  the  salary  of  the  Tutor  for  the  last  and  the  pre- 
sent year,  shall  be  fixed  at  $800. 

In  reference  to  a  travelling  Tutor,  which  they  were  requested  to 
appoint  by  the  last  Synod,  they  were  unable  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  Synod,  having  no  suitable  person  for  the  position. 

Kev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.D.,  was  inaugurated  Professor  of  Church 
History  and  Exegesis  in  Chambersburg. 

The  Board  desires  Synod  to  make  provision  for  the  publication  of 
the  Inaugural  Address. 

The  Board  requests  of  Synod  to  direct  special  attention  to  the  cause 
of  Beneficiary  education. 

The  Committee  offer  the  following  resolutions:  ^ 

Resolved,  1.  That  this  Synod  condemns  all  irregular  attempts  to  fix 
the  charge  of  heresy  upon  the  Seminary,  and  hereby  calls  upon  all, 
who  make  such  charges,  to  present  them  in  a  regular  and  constitu- 
tional manner. 

2.  That  we  regard  the  efforts  made  in  certain  quarters  to  prevent 
students  from  attending  the  Seminary,  by  influencing  them  to  prose- 
cute their  studies  in  other  Seminaries^  as  highly  censurable;  and  that 
we  enjoin  upon  all  the  Classes  to  sustain  and  patronize  our  own  Insti- 
tutioDS. 

3.  That  we  approve  of  the  action  of  the  Board  in  postponing  the 
purchase  of  a  Patristic  library. 

4.  That  the  Board  be  authorized  to  raise  the  salary  of  Professor 
Higbee  to  $1500,  thus  equalizing  it  with  the  other  professorship;  and 
that  the  salaries  date  from  Jan.  Ist,  1867;^  also  that  the  salary  of  the 
Tutor  be  fixed  at  $800,  salary  to  commence  July  Ist,  1866. 

5.  That  the  Board  be  requested  to  nominate  a  travelling  Tutor  as 
soon  as  a  suitable  person  may  be  found  for  the  position. 

6.  That  the  Inaugural  Address  of  Professor  Tligbee  be  published, 
and  that  it  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Publication  for 
that  purpose. 

7.  That  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Education  is  earnestly  commended 
to  the  several  Classes,  so  that  the  contributions  to  this  cause  may  be 
largely  increased. 

3.   Treasurer's  Report. 

The  Treasurer  reports  the  finances  in  a  good  condition — sufficient 
revenue  to  pay  all  demands.  The  report  states,  that  the  repairs  or- 
dered to  be  made  were  paid  for  out  of  the  Ter-centenary  fund,  and 
requests  Synod  to  make  provision  to  refund  the  amount— $2,408.30. 

The  Treasurer  also  reports  that  he  did  not  pay  Dr.  Schaff  $300,  as 
ordered  by  the  Synod  of  York,  because  he  had  no  funds  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

In  reference  to  the  consolidation  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
Fund,  the  Treasurer  reports  that  there  is  no  legal  difficulty. 
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Committee  offer  the  folloTring  resolations: 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  be 
authorized  to  refund  the  amount  taken  from  the  Tercentenary  Fund 
for  repairs. 

2.  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  authorized  to  pay  Dr.  Schaff  the 
sum  of  $300,  as  soon  as  there  are  sufficient  funds  on  hand. 

3.  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  take  legal  advice  in  reference  to  the 
consolidation  of  the  Funds  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  if  there 
oe  DO  legal  difficulty  in  the  way,  that  they  effect  such  consolidation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  S.  JOHNSTON,  Chairman. 

In. connection  with  the  consideration  of  the  first  resolution  in  the 
above  report,  relating  to  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the  report  was  laid 
^n  the  table  to  admit  of  receiving  a  motion  to  re-consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  Synod  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  October,  1864,  directing  the  Trea- 
urer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  to  invest  certain  monies  contributed 
in  connection  with  the  Tercentenary  celebration,  and  appropriated  to 
the  Founding  of  a  Tercentenary  Professorship,  under  the  direction 
and  control  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary^  to> 
gether  with  the  annual  interest,  until  the  sum  of  820,000  shall  be  se- 
cured. The  resolution  referred  to,  was  re -considered;  and  it  was 
amended  by  adding  the  words,  "  Except  so  much  of  the  interest  ac- 
cruing from  this  fund  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  for  repairs  on  the 
Seminary  building,"  and  adopted  as  thus  amended.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  was  then  again  taken  up. 
The  several  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  report  itself  adopted  as 
a  whole. 

III.   ELECTION  OF  THE  BOARDS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  THEOLOQICAL 

SEMINARY. 

Board  of  Trustees, — The  following  members  of  the  former  Board 
were  continued: — George  Besore,  Henry  Ruby,  Joshua  Motter,  David 
Zeller,  George  Cook,  Daniel  W.  Gross,  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Adam  B. 
Wingerd,  Martin  Rickenbaugh,  James  Cushwa^  John  W.  Coon,  Wil- 
liam Heyser,  John  Zeller,  Samuel  B.  Snively,  David  B.  Martin,  and 
David  C.  Hammond.  In  place  of  those  whose  names  are  omitted, 
Edward  J.  Zahm,  of  Lancaster^  Pa.,  and  Jacob  Heyser,  of  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  were  elected. 

Board  of  Visitors. — Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Ffeher,  Amos  H.  Kremer, 
Jacob  Hassler,  Dr.  Thon^as  G.  Apple,  Joseph  W.  Santee,  Benjamin 
Bausman,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Schneck,  Waller  E. 
Krebs,  Peter  S.  Davis,  and  William  Goodrich.  In  the  place  of  the 
one  whose  name  is  omitted,  the  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender  was 
elected. 

IV.    MISCELLANEOUS   ITEMS  RELATING   TO    THE   THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  last  year  to  examine  the 
records  of  Synod,  and  ascertain  which  Professorship  was  intended 
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to  be  re^rded  as  the  German  ProfessoiBhip,  reported  progress,  and 
was  oontinued. 


In  connetion  Tfith  the  item  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Minutes  of  Synod,  relating  to  the  purchase  of  a  Patristic  library,  it  was 

Resoloed^  That  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  last  year,  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  a  Patristic  library,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schaff,  be,  and  is 
hereby  repealed. 

And  further  that  the  sum  or  sums  devoted  to  that  purpose  be  added 
to  the  fund  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  increase  of  the 
Library  of  the  Seminary,  the  interest  of  which  only  shall  be  expended 
for  that  purpose. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  following  statement  was  received  from  the  Corresponding  Se- 
cretary of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  accompanied  with  the  reports 
from  the  Treasurers  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  fixtensioo,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Missions : 

To  the  Stfnod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Riv.  AND  Dear  Brethren  : 

In  consequence  of  protracted  indisposition  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  it  has  become  my  duty  to  furnish  a  brief 
report  to  your  reverend  body.  The  interval  between  the  meetings  of 
the  General  Synod  is  too  long,  the  cause  of  Home  Missions  too  im- 
portant, and  the  solicitude  of  the  Eastern  portion  of  the  Church,  in 
this  department  of  her  activity,  too  ardent,  to  permit  an  occasion  like 
the  present  to  pass  unimproved. 

It  is  not  our  design  to  give  a  formal  report,  as  it  was  customary, 
prior  to  the  union  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Boards.  A  free  and 
general  statement  of  our  operations  will  be  all  that  is  necessary. 

THE  EXTENT  OF  OUR  FIELD  OF  OPERATIONS. 

Oar  missionary  work  extended,  during  the  past  year,  over  fifteen 
(15)  States.  Making  Pennsylvania  the  centre,  our  operations  ex- 
tended eastward  into  Massachusetts,  westward  into  Minnesota,  south- 
ward into  North  Carolina,  and  northward  to  the  Canada  line.  Within 
these  limits,  nearly  one  hundred  missionaries  have  been,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, earnestly  and  successfully  laboring.  Some  of  these  fields 
have  become  self-sustaining,  and  new  ones  were  taken  under  the  care 
of  the  Board.  The  good  Lord  has  crowned  the  labor  of  His  servants, 
and  blessed  the  offerings  of  His  people.  The  statistics  of  the  mis- 
liooaries,  submitted  during  the  year,  bear  out  this  cheering  statement. 
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The  Cburch  has  abundant  reason  for  special  thankfulness  to  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church,  for  this  visible  token  of  His  promise — *'ik),  I  atn 
with  you  alicay,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world** 

THE  INCREASING  DEMANDS  UPON  THE  BOARD. 

At  no  period  in  the  history  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  coun- 
try has  the  Board  had  louder  calls  for  aid  than  during  the  past  year. 
Door  upon  door  is  opening  for  us.  The  *' Macedonian  cry"  is  coming 
from  every  part  of  the  country.  These  calls  proceed  mostly  vow  from 
large  and  influential  centres.  HithertO;  our  energies  have  been 
mostly  expended  in  rural  districts,  to  the  detriment  of  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  Church.  The  time  is  here,  when  our  operations 
should  more  extensively,  and  upon  an  enlarged  scale,  be  carried  for- 
ward in  our  large  cities,  from  which  the  Church  can  soon  be  re-imbursed 
for  all  her  expenditures.  To  these  centres,  business  talent  and  capi- 
tal are  drawing,  and  from  them  a  more  powerful  influence  can  be  ex- 
erted. The  loss  of  our  membership,  and  our  not  being  represented 
among  the  other  denominations  of  the  land,  is  injurious  in  many  re- 
spects — weakening  us  and  strengthening  others — retarding  our  pro- 
gress. The  necessity  of  giving  earnest  and  timely  heed  to  this  im- 
portant fact;  is  evident  to  every  reflecting  mind  and  lover  of  our 
Zion. 

THE  MEANS  NECESSARY  TO  ACCOMPLISH  IT. 

1.  The  Board  needs  suitable  men.  Our  "Theological  Seminaries'* 
ought  to  be,  also,  '^Mission  Houses,"  where  the  requisite  talent  for 
this  department  of  our  Mission,  as  a  Church,  receives  proper  atten- 
tion. Missionaries,  like  poets,  are  not  made,  hut  born  of  the  grace  of 
God.  Where  the  necessary  gifts  for  this  special  work  come  to  view, 
they  should  be  fully  developed.  The  gifls  of  grace  difi*er,  but  they 
are  all  of  the  same  Spirit.  An  Apostle  Paul  planted;  an  A  polios 
watered.  The  Church  needs  the  planting  and  watering  talents  for 
the  perfecting  of  the  work  assigned  her.  Thousands  of  dollars  are 
expended  annually,  without  realizing  what  she  might,  if  i^he  had  al- 
ways the  right  man  for  the  place.  Such  in  every  class,  who  have  the 
talents  requisite  for  the  missionary  work;  should  have  their  attention 
directed  to  it,  and  recommended  to  this  efiect  to  the  Board. 

In  this  connection,  we  would  recommend  the  "Mission  House"  of 
Sheboygan  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Synod,  which  proves  to  be 
an  eflicient  Institution  for  our  purely  German  work  in  the  West. 

2.  We  wed  largely  increased  offerings  from  the  Church.  The 
financial  condition  of  the  Board  is  deplorable  The  continual  defi- 
ciency of  the  Treasury  is  really  humiliating.  The  means  for  replen- 
ishing our  exhausted  Treasury  must  be  forthcoming,  or  the  Board  will 
be  compelled  to  recall  a  number  of  its  missionaries,  and  the  work 
commenced  prove  a  total  loss.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  liberality  and 
deep  intorest  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  feels  in  the  cause,  this  step 
bad  already  been  taken.     Brethren,  shall  this  hampered  state  of  the 
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Treasury,  for  this  highly  important  caase,  contiDue?  Shall  our  but 
poorly  supported  missionaries  be  compelled  to  leaTe  their  work  ua- 
fioished?  Are  we  willing  that  this  step  shall  be  taken,  and  can  we 
answer  for  it,  on  the  day  of  final  reckoning  ?  Have  we  not  a  mission 
in  the  practical  development  of  our  denominational  life  f  If  not,  what 
ri^ht  to  a  separate  organization  ? 

It  is  true,  the  Eastern  Synod  is  doing  more  now  than  at  any  former 
period  in  her  history;  yet  she  falls  far  short  of  what  could  and  should 
be  done.  The  defect  is  in  the  manner  it  is  done.  In  many  of  her 
charges,  not  a  single  cent  has  been  collected.  Charges  numbering 
hundreds  of  members,  blessed  abundantly  with  this  world's  goods, 
have  returned  but  feeble  offerings  of  gratitude  for  the  innumerable 
blessings  vouchsafed  by  the  great  Head  of  the  Church.  The  great 
fault  in  our  present  mode  of  collecting  is,  that  it  is  done  irregularly, 
and  too  often  spasmodically.  The  so-called  '*  special  efforts,"  or 
'^pledge  system,"  are  not  productive  of  much  good.  Thus,  the  pledges 
given  at  the  Synod  of  York,  last  year,  for  North  Carolina,  are  only 
half  cancelled,  and  those  which  are,  were  mostly  taken  from  the  regu- 
lar collections  for  Missions,  while  the  pledges  were  for  a  special  ob- 
ject, and  should  not  have  interfered  with  the  operations  of  the 
Board. 

To  carry  forward  our  Mission  work,  a  system  should  be  inaugu- 
rated, through  which  contributions  flow  regularly  into  our  Treasury, 
and  the  membership  of  the  Church  reached  in  a  general  way.  The 
whole  membership,  from  the  richest  down  to  the  poorest,  ought  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  contribute  to  this  life-work  of  the  Church. 

Probably,  no  denomination  in  this  country,  with  similar  means  at 
command,  has  realized  more  fruits  of  their  missionary  operations  than 
we  did.  If  such  has  been  effected  with  our  incoherence,  how  much 
more  could  be  done  by  sj^stem  and  general  co-operation  ?  We  re- 
spectfully request  this  reverend  body  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will 
produce  this  much  desired  end. 

Id  this  connection,  we  would  also  respectfully  urge  the  importance 
of  carefully  husbanding  our  resources,  both  of  men  and  means.  Mis- 
sions, which  hav6  received  aid  for  many  years,  and  have  no  immediate 
prospect  of  becoming  self-sustaining,  should  be  provided  with  the 
means  of  grace  by  the  Classes  to  which  such  points  belong.  Charges 
could  very  often  be  arranged  so  that  such  points,  with  little  difficulty, 
be  cared  for,  to  the  general  interest  of  the  Church.  No  Classis  should 
make  application  for  aid,  or  reier  such  points,  with  recommendations, 
to  the  Board,  if  there  is  a  possibility  to  supply  them  otherwise. 

CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

Our  future  success  in  our  Mission  operations  depends  upon  this  de- 
partment of  our  activity.  To  give  permanence  to  the  work,  our  Mis- 
sioDB  must  be  properly  aided  in  the  erection  of  suitable  houses  of  wor- 
ship. Thus  our  fathers  carried  forward  the  original  Mission  work — 
the  planting  of  the  Colonial  Reformed  Church.    They  did  not  merely 
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send  raissionaries  to  this  country  to  gather  oongregatioDS,  hat  aided 
them  in  the  erection  of  churchos  and  school-houses,  thus  placing  them 
on  a  safe  footing.  Had  the  Board  the  much  needed  funds  for  this 
purpose,  discouragements  and  unavoidable  difficulties  could  easily  be 
surmounted.     As  it  is,  this  cannot  he  the  case. 

The  most  pressing  case  now  for  such  aid  is  Cumberland,  Maryland. 
The  future  of  our  congregation  depends  entirely  upon  a  suitable  house 
of  worship  for  our  Mission  congregation.  It  is  impossible  for  the  con- 
gregation to  secure  one,  unless  speedily  aided.  Will  your  reverend 
body  make  provisions,  that  our  homeless  people  may  either  build  or 
purchase  a  church  ?  The  Board  has  no  means  in  hand.  A  deficient 
Treasury,  with  numerous  calls  for  aid,  is  the  capital  to  work  upon. 
In  view  of  this  fact,  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  this  serious 
and  much  perplexing  state  of  our  affairs.  Can  you  not,  by  some  suita- 
ble action,  meet  the  exigency  of  this  case  ?  It  is  utterly  impossible  to 
do  a  permanent  missionary  work,  unless  the  Church  Extension  Trea- 
sury be  properly  supplied  for  this  purpose.  The  offerings  thus  far 
obtained  for  Church  Extension  have  not  created  a  Fund.  It  was  our 
impression,  this  was  the  design  of  the  original  Synodical  action.  In 
most  instances,  it  has  been  disposed  of  as  mere  charity,  similar  to  the 
offerings  for  Missions.  To  create  a  Fund,  to  be  of  practical  and  gene- 
ral benefit,  I  would  suggest  the  following  plan  for  Synod's  conside- 
ration : — 

1.  That  all  funds  obtained  by  permit  from  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  shall  be  reported  to  the  Treasurer  for  Church  Extension. 
Said  Treasurer  shall  secure  for  the  amount  collected  a  non-interest 
bearing  mortgage,  in  his  ofiicial  name,  for  the  Board  of  Church  Ex- 
tension, either  from  individual  members  of  the  congregation,  or  the 
proper  charter  officers  of  such  congregation.  Said  mortgages  shall  be 
assessable  three  years  after  date,  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  per  annum, 
until  cancelled. 

Thus  an  accessible  fund  would  be  created,  the  Church's  money 
flow  back  gradually  to  its  Treasury  for  the  relief  of  others,  and  its  in- 
vestments secured. 

2  No  permit  for  collecting  money  shall  be  given,  if  for  the  erec- 
tion of  Union  churches,  unless  the  mortgage  as  required  above,  shall 
be  given  by  responsible  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  col- 
lectable in  form  and  manner  as  above  stated. 

The  reason  why  this  suggestion  has  been  made  to  this  Synod  is, 
because  the  Funds  for  Church  Extension  arc  maitjly  collected  within 
your  bounds,  and  it  seems  right  and  proper  that  this  important  matter 
should  be  brought  to  your  consideration. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  our  humble  thanks 
to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  for  His  many  favo.rs  bestowed  on  us 
as  a  denomination,  in  extending  the  Church  Catholic,  as  well  as  our 
own  and  peculiar  life  and  doctrine.  New  congregations  have  been 
organized,  others  have  become  self-supporting,  waste  places  have  been 
*nade  to  blossom. 
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This  is  conclasive  evidence,  that  the  good  Lord  has  still  a  great 
work  for  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  conn  try.  Our  Mission  is  bj 
no  means  completed,  but  is  increasing  both  theoretically  and  practi- 
cally. This  ought  to  be  an  incentive  to  nobler  deeds  and  greater  sac- 
rifices. It  ought  to  be  an  impetus  to  more  vigorous  and  enlarged  ac- 
tions, on  the  part  of  your  reverend  body,  and  the  churches  placed  un- 
der your  care. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  disheartening  seasons  in  our 
operations.  Many  a  prayer  was  offered  to  Him,  who  said,  ^^Fear  not, 
little  fiocky  it  is  the  Father  $  gottd  pleasure  to  give  yon  the  Kingdom** 
He  has  opened  many  a  heart  and  hand  for  our  relief.  We  look  to 
Him  in  the  future,  knowing  that  the  faith  of  His  people  will  externalize 
itself  in  such  works^  that  will  gladden  the  hearts  of  thousands  of  our 
still  uDcared  for  membership. 

May  the  Lord,  in  His  mercy,  open  the  hearts  of  His  people  to 
greater  liberality,  and  bless  every  proper  effort  to  this  end,  put  forth 
bj  Synods,  Classes,  and  ministers.  May  they  all  prove  efficient  co-la- 
borers with  Christ,  to  whose  care  and  benediction  we  commend  the 
great  cause  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  of  the  lieformed 
Church.  L.  D.  LEBERMAN, 

Cor,  Sec.  Board  Home  Missions. 


TREASURY   OF   HOME   MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Ger.  Ref.  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  respectfully  reports 
the  receipts  from  all  sources,  from  Nov.  25,  4866,  to  Oct.  16,  1867, 
(about  eleven  months)  the  sum  of  $11,691.44.  Amount  paid  out 
daring  the  same  period;  $12,147.37 ;  balance  due  the  Treasurer, 
1455.93,  and  orders  on  hand,  unpaid,  $1,964.80,  together  $2,420.73. 
During  the  past  year  $250  was  received  from  the  Cavetown  charge, 
Md.,  on  account  of  a  legacy  from  Solomon  G.  Krouse,  deceased. 
There  is  a  balance  remaining,  unredeemed,  of  the  pledge  to  Va.  and 
N.  G.,  of  $760.14,  at  the  Synod  of  York,  Pa.  It  is  reasonable  to 
expect,  that  the  sums  promised  will  be  redeemed,  and  there  should  be 
DO  farther  delay,  in  regard  to  these  pledges ;  prompt  payment  will 
enable  the  Board  to  cancel  obligations,  past  due. 

Annexed  will  be  found,  the  amount  contributed  by  each  Classis, 
East  and  West,  from  which  we  may  infer,  that  the  Church  in  gene- 
ral has  not  been  properly  aroused  to  a  sense  of  the  sums  needed  to 
carry  on  our  Missionary  operations,  and  the  privilege,  and,  no  doubt, 
the  ability  of  the  Church  to  contribute  at  least  double  the  amount 
contributeil  during  the  period  referred  to. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  SANTEB,  Tr.,  B.  H.  M. 

239  N.  3d  Street,  Philadelphia. 
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Statement  of  ContrtbutiofM  from  Classes,  East  and   West,  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  from  Nov.  25,  1866,  to  Oct,  16,  1867. 


1  Philadelphia  ClassiB,  $2911 

2  EastPenna., 1338 

2  Ooshenhoppen, 1240 

4  Lebanon, 1159 

5  Marjrland, 1043 

6  Zions, 622 

7  Lancaster, 442 

8  Mercersburg, 406 

9  East  Susquehanna,..     394 

10  West  Susquehanna,.     312 

11  West  New  York,....       71 

12  New  York, 82 

13  St.  Paul, 66 

14  Virginia, 15 

15  Clarion, 1 


30  I    1  Miami.  Classis $491  26 

St.  John's,  217  25 

Indiana, 140  61 

Lancaster, 121  82 

Sandusky, 112  50 

Westmoreland, 100  00 

Tiffin, 63  65 

Erie,  35  60 

Heidelberg, 34  55 

St.  Joseph's, 23  65 

Illinois, 7  00 

Iowa, 5  00 

Sheboygan, 85  00 

$1437  89 
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2 

16 

3 

86 

4 

90 

5 

52 

6 

12 

7 

96 

8 

69 

9 

95 

10 

83 

11 

21 

12 

65 

13 

00 

00 

East, 110,109  96 

West, 1,437  89 

Balance  from  last 

year, 116  59 

Int't.  receiTed, 27  00 

$11,691  44 


CHURCH  EXTENSION  FUND. 
Am/ount  received  during  the  year  we  now  close  from  each  Classis. 


Philadelphia 

Mercersburg 

Zions 

East  Pennsylvania 

Lebanon 

Lancaster 

Goshenhoppen       ' 

West  Susquehanna 

East  Susquehanna 

Maryland 

St.  PauFs 

New  York 

West  New  York 

Virginia 

Clarion 

North  Carolina 


Classis 

$5411  04 

t( 

1186  76 

f( 

194  84 

(( 

1363  86 

(( 

..i 687  13 

(( 

353  20 

(( 

399  44 

<c 

178  29 

(C 

101  50 

t< 

962  50 

a 

213  15 

(.' 

98  75 

(1 

00  00 

{t 

53  25 

ii 

00  00 

ti 

00  00 

Carried  forward,     $11,203  71 
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Amount  brought  forward,    $11,203  71 

l8t  Church's,  Tiffin,  O,                     Western  Church, 27  28 

Rev.  J.  Hannaberj  Sugar  Grove  Charge,        "           16  75 

"     P.  Herbruck,  Canton,  O.,  Charge,           «            68  00 

"     G.  W.  Henning,              «                        "           5  00 

"     J.  Kiilling,  let  Church,  Cincinnati,         "            20  00 

"     Int.  on  $100  U.  S.  Bond,                         «            1150 

"     Pittsburg,  Pa.,                                          "           10  00 

$11,362  24 
Amount  paid  out  during  the  same  time, 13,399  32 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer, $2,037  08 

Of  this  amount  Brother  C.  Santee  loaned  the  Church 

Ex  Fund  Board, $1000  00 

Balance  advanced  by  the  Treasurer 1037  08 

JOHN  WIEST,  Treamrer, 
Baltimore,  Md  ,  Oct.  18, 1867. 


A  communication  was  received  from  Elder  David  M.  Livers,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  asking  aid  in  the  payment  of 
the  debt  resting  upon  the  Church  at  Shelbyville,  Illinois.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  that 
the  following  Documents  have  been  placed  in  their  hands : 

1.  A  brief,  informal  report  from  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

2.  A  similar  report  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
Bions. 

3.  A  condensed  report  from  the  Treasurer  of  Church  Extension. 

4.  A  letter  from  D.  M.  Livers,  Elder  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Ills., 
soliciting  aid  for  the  Shelbyville,  Ills.,  Mission  Church. 

Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  find  in  this  free  and  informal  report 
of  the  Board,  a  general  statement  of  its  operations  during  the  past  year, 
which  is,  at  the  same  time,  satisfactory  and  cheering.  From  Massa- 
cbnsetts  to  Minnesota,  and  from  North  Carolina  to  the  Canada  line. 
Dearly  one  hundred  missionaries  are  successfully  laboring  in  the  cause 
of  Christ — a  fact  which  speaks  much  for  the  ability  and  zeal  with 
which  the  Board  have  prosecuted  their  work.  Under  their  care  old 
fields  have  become  self-sustaining,  and  new  ones  been  taken  up.  The 
limited  means  thus  far  employed,  have  produced  glorious  resalts — an 
inceDtive  to  nobler  deeds  and  greater  self-denial  in  this  holy  work. 
And  the  recently  opened  and  still  opening  fields,  demand  of  our 
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Church  more  effective  measures  than  have  hitherto  been  employed  for 
the  accomplishment  of  our  Home  Mission  work.  Large  towns  and 
cities,  centres  of  influence,  are  loudly  calling  for  aid  and  comfort. 
Our  people,  in  the  destitute  portions  of  the  Church,  must  have  pastors; 
and  to  give  them  pastors  and  aid  in  their  support,  the  Board  mast 
have  money.  Most  humiliating  is  the  deficiency  reported  from  week 
tiO  week^  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board.  And  the  question  presses 
upon  us :  Is  Synod  prepared,  for  want  of  funds^  to  allow  any  of  its 
missionaries  to  be  recalled  from  their  stations,  and  the  work  they 
have  successfully  carried  forward  thus  far,  to  become  a  total  loss? 
Are  we  willing  to  check  the  growth  and  bar  the  progress  of  our  own 
peculiar  Church  life  and  doctrine  in  this  land  ?  No;  not  a  jot  or  tittle 
should  we  surrender  of  the  territory  we  have  acquired  by  the  peace- 
ful conquest  of  the  Gospel ;  but  we  should  rather,  by  renewed  zeal 
and  liberality,  go  forward  in  the  planting  of  Beformed  churches  in 
every  quarter  of  our  vast  missionary  field,  and  thus  respond  to  the  call 
of  pur  destitute  brethren,  gladden  the  hearts  of  thousands^  and  cause 
the  desert  to  blossom  as  the  rose. 

**  Then  shall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the 
dumb  sing;  for  in  the  wilderness  shall  water  break  out,  and  streams 
in  the  desert,  and  the  thirsty  land  shall  become  springs  of  water." 

This  Synod  has  great  cause  for  gratitude  in  the  fact,  that  the 
Church  is  doing  more  for  missions  now  than  at  any  former  period. 
For  this  we  give  hearty  thanks  unto  Almighty  God,  who  inclioes  the 
hearts  of  His  people  to  do  good.  Great  things  indeed  has  He  done 
for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad. 

But  the  work  our  hands  find  to  do  is  not  done  with  our  might 
*'To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony."  The  amount  contributed  by  the 
whole  Church  during  the  past  eleven  months,  including  S250--part  of 
a  legacy  from  the  late  Solomon  G.  Krouse^  of  the  Cavetown  (Md.) 
charge,  is  $11,  691.44.  The  amount  paid  out  during  the  same  time, 
is  $12,147.37,  leaving  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of  $455.98,  and 
orders  on  hand  unpaid,  of  $1,964.80,  together  $2,420.73. 

Of  the  $2,523.35  pledged  at  the  Synod  of  York  for  Missions  in 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  $760.14  remain  unredeemed !  And 
some  of  the  pledges  which  have  been  paid,  instead  of  being  cancelled 
by  extra  effort,  were  taken  from  the  regular  missionary  collections, 
thus  materially  interfering  with  the  operations  of  the  Board. 

To  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case,  your  Committee  suggest  the 
following : 

1.  Resolved^  That  it  be  enjoined  upon  the  delinquent  in  the  Synod 
of  York  pledges  for  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  to  make  payment 
of  the  same  before  the  expiration  of  this  year.     Further,  * 

Whereas,  Missionary  fields  have  been  thrown  upon  the  care  of  the 
Board,  which  might,  without  inconvenience,  be  attended  to  by  the 
Classes  in  whose  bounds  they  are  situated, 

2.  Resolved f  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  ordered  by  Synod,  that  no 
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Chflsis  shall  apply  to  the  Board  for  aid  for  pointa  within  its  limits,  which 
have  no  immediate  prospecta  of  becoming  self-sustaining,  and  which 
it  is  possible  for  such  Classis  to  supply  with  the,  means  of  grace,  by 
tdding  such  congregations  to  a  contiguous  charge  or  charges. 

3.  Ruolvedf  That  the  pastors  of  this  Synod  be  directed  to  take  up 
special  collections  between  now  and  Christmas,  for  the  relief  of  the 
embarrassed  condition  of  the  Missionary  Treasury. 

4.  Resolveif,  Tbat  the  ^'Mission-house''  at  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin, 
be  hereby  recommended  to  the  favor  and  patronage  of  the  Church, 
as  an  Institution  well  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  purely  German 
work  in  the  West. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

No  documents  in  relation  to  Foreign  Missions  have  come  into  our 
hands. 

CHURCH   SXTENBION. 

The  Treasurer  of  Church  Extension  states,  that  911,362.24  was  re- 
ceived during  the  past  year  from  all  sources.  Paid  out  during  tbe 
same  time,  913,399.32,  leaving  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of  $2, 
037.08. 

The  sphere  of  Christian  activity^  called  Church  Extension,  is  closely 
linked  with  Home  Missions,  and  the  success  in  the  latter  must  de- 
pend, to  a  large  extent,  upon  the  activity  we  display  in  the  promotion 
of  the  former.  Young  and  feeble  congregations,  unable  to  build 
churches  for  themselves,  justly  look  for  aid  to  the  Board,  which  re- 
presents the  Church  at  large;  and  principles,  both  of  charity  and 
economy,  should  induce  us  to  afford  that  aid  when  it  is  most  needed, 
and  when,  consequently,  it  is  worth  most  to  the  recipient. 

Two  very  pressing  cases  for  aid  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  Synod — 
one,  Cumberland,  Md.,  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Home 
Missionary  Board,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  Board,  asks  speedy  aid 
for  that  struggling,  but  prosperous  and  promising  mission  congrega- 
tion; the  other,  by  David  M.  Livers,  Elder  of  St.  PauFs  Church,  Ills., 
requesting  Synod  to  recommend  to  the  pastors  within  its  bounds,  the 
propriety  of  taking  up  special  collections  for  the  speedy  liquidation  of 
tbe  debt  resting  upon  the  Shelbyville  Mission  Church.  In  reference 
to  these  points,  your  Committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  request  of  these  two  congrega- 
tions to  the  favorable  notice  and  liberality  of  our  congregations,  and 
direct  that  early  efforts  be  made  for  their  relief 

2.  Resolved y  That  our  people  be  again  solemnly  urged  to  introduce 
the  Apostolic  plan  of  benevolence,  and  to  increase  their  contributions 
to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  and  thus  pro- 
mote the  efforts  of  the  Board  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  constantly 
widening  Mission  field. 

3.  Resolved,  That  all  funds  obtained  by  permit  from  the  Board 
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of  Home  Missions^  shall  be  reported  to  the  Treasurer  of  Churoli  Ex- 
tension. Said  Treasurer  shall  secure  for  the  amount  collected  a 
non-interest  bearing  mortgage  in  his  official  name,  for  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension,  either  from  individual  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion, or  the  proper  charter  officers  of  such  congregation;  said  tnort- 
gage  shall  be  assessable  three  years  after  date,  from  five  to  ten  per 
cent,  per  annum  until  cancelled. 

4.  Resolved,  That  no  permit  for  collecting  money  shall  be  given, 
if  for  the  erection  of  Union  churches. 

<*This  fund  once  created,  the  Church's  monev  would  flow  back 
gradually  to  its  treasury  for  the  relief  of  others,  and  the  investment 
would  be  secured.''  Eespectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  K.  LOOS,   Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Trustees  of  Synod  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received,  and  referred  to  the  'Committee  on  Nominations : 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  report,  that  they  have  audited  the 
report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  and  found  it  correct.  As  the  term 
of  office  of  one  of  the  members  of  this  Board  expires  at  the  close  of 
this  year,  this  body  proposes  the  names  of  Rev.  C.  H.  Lcinbach  and 
Rev.  J.  Ault;  as  suitable  candidates  for  the  vacant  office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  BAUSMAN,  President. 

The  Synod,  at  a  time  previously  appointed,  held  an  election  for  a 
Trustee,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  t\}e  Board.  Rev.  Lewis  C.  Sheip  and 
William  D.  C.  Rodrock  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the  bal- 
lots, counted  them,  and  reported  the  result.  Rev.  Charles  H.  Leinbach, 
of  Stouchsburg^  Berks  county.  Pa.,  was  elected  Trustee  of  Synod. 


The  following  resolution  wa£  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  Synod  be  requested  to  insert  in 
their  annual  report,  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  in  the 
order  of  their  election,  stating  definitely  the  name  of  the  member  whoee 
term  expires,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  persons  proposed,  from  whom 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  following  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
^mittee  on  Finance.  0 
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Rudolph  F.  Kelker,   Treasurer  of  the  St/nod  of  the  German  Re- 
formed  Church  in  the  United  States,  in  account  with  said  S^nod, 

—      •  '■      •      •        '      ■  ■■* 

1.^66.  ^  DR. 

October    15.  To  balance  on  hand  as  reported  to  Synod  at  York,  $188  87 

'*    Cash  received  from  various  sources,  as  follows : 
"     "    Philadelphia  Classis,   balance  on   Contingent 

Fund,  per  Dr.  Bomberger,  Treasurer, 86  31 

20.   **    Rev.  Dr.  Sohaff,  Copy  money  on  Liturgy  rtecived 

by  him,  of  Lindsay  &  Blakiston, 23  10 

Norember  9.    "    Lebanon  Classis,  per  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  Trca* 

surer,  on  Contingent  Fund,  duplicate  chock, 
dated  Oct.  6,  1866,  the  original  check  having 
miscarried  in  the  mail, 26  00 

1H67. 

April         16.   "   Jacob  Heyser,  his  own  check  for  $285,  to  pay 

Interest  to  April  6,  1867,  on  mortgage  due  by 

Wm.  Heyser,  deceased, $135  00 

Interest  to  April  10,  1857,  on  mortgage  due  by 

Jacob  Heyser, /w ....i.    150  00 


«     tt 


285  00 
2ft.    "    Lebanon  Classis,  balance  on  Contingent  Fund, 

per  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  Treasurer, 10  78 

27.   "    Coupon of7-30  U.S. Note (of$100), No. 232,208, 

donated  by  Middletown  charge, 3  65 

Coupons  on  $1,000  Bond,  and  two  $100  Bonds, 
5  per  cent.,  '*Cook  Legacy,"  in  all  $35,  sold  for 

currency  for 48  30 

"     "    Proceeds  of  Loan  made  from  First  National 
Bank  of  Harrisburg,  to  pay  J.  B.  Rodgers,  for 

Printing  Synod's  Minutes  for  1866, 856  50 

May  23.    "   Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  received  by  him  from  West 

Susquehanna  Classis,   per  Rev.  D.  G.  Klein, 
Treasurer  on  Contingent  Fund, 

24.  "    Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  received  by  him  from  Phila. 

Ciassis,  per  Rev.  8.  G.  Wagner, 

25.  "    Meroersbnrg  Classis,  its  quota  of  Contingent 

Fund,  per  Rev.  J.  Ilassler,  Treasurer 

27.    "    Lancaster  Classis,  on   Contingent  Fund,  per 

Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Treasurer, 

"    "    Goshenhoppen  Classis,  on  Contingent    Fund, 

per  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Treasurer, 

31. ' "   Lebanon  Classis,  on  Contingent  Fund,  per  Rev. 

F.  W.  Kremer,  Treasurer, 

June  10.    **   Lancaster  Classis,   on   Contingent  Fund,  per 

Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Treasurer, 

14.    "   Maryland   Classis,   on    Contingent  Fund,  per 

Rev.  W.  F.  Colliflower,  Treasurer,  $155,  less  40 

cents  paid  Bank  for  collection  of  check,  nert.... 

July  22.    "    Philadelphia  Classis,  per  Rev.  Dr.  Bomberger, 

Tr^urer,  Contingent  Fund, 

August       1.   "   Zion'sClassis,  ContiDgentFund,  perW.  A.Wilt, 

Esq.,  Treasurer, 

19.    "    Lebanon  Classis,  per  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  Trea- 
surer, Contingent  Fund, 

29.    "    Goshenhoppen  Classis,  Contingent  Fund,  per 

Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  Treasurer, 

August     31.    '*   New  York  Classis,  for  quota  of  Contingent  Fund, 

per  Dr.  Fisher,   received  by  him   from   Rev. 
Bnsebe,  per  H.  Obersheimer,  Treasurer, 

Amount  carried  over,  $2,516.16 
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Amount  brought  orer, 

To  Cash  frcm  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Contin- 
gent Fiind,  per  Rev.  J.  Beok,  Treasurer, 

"  Lebanon  Classis,  Contingent  Fund,  per  Rev.  F. 
W.  Kremer,  Treasurer, 

"  Qoshenhoppen  Classis,  Contingent  Fund,  per 
Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  Treasurer, 

"  West  New  York  Classis,  per  H.  Troutman,  Trea- 
surer,  

"  Jacob  Heyser,  Esq.,  the  check  of  J.  Allison 
Eyster,  dated  Oct.  8,  1867,  payable  to  W.  Hey- 
ser, or  bearer,  for  $285,  to  pay  interest  to  Oct. 
6,  1867,  on  mortgage  due  by  Wm.  Heyser,  de- 
ceased   $135  00 

Interest  to  October  10,  1867,  on  mortgage  duo 

by  Jacob  Heyser, 150  00 

■» 
"  Proceeds  of  sale  of  U.  S.  7-30  Note,  No.  232,208, 
of  $100,  the  same  having  matured  in  Augnst, 
1867,  being  the  investment  of  donation  of  the 
Middletown  charge,  and  now  re-invested  in  U. 
8.  5-2U  Bond,  dated  July  1,  1867,  No.  73,070,.. 
*'  Coupons  of  7-30  Notes,  "  Gerhart "  donation, 
one  each,  $7.30  ot?.,  for  use  of  Foreign  Missions, 
Education  Board,  and  Domestic  Missions,  being 

January  and  July  interest  for  1867, 

**  Coupon  for  $25  gold,  for  September  interest  on 
$1000  10-40  Bond,  part  of  "  Cook  "  Legacy  sold 
for  currency, 

OR. 

By  disbursements  made  as  follows : 

To  Rev.  Dr.  Schaff,  expenses  as  a  member  of  Litur- 
gical Committee, 

"  Rev.  D.  Gans,  expenses  as  delegate  to  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Synod, 

"  Rev.  G.  B.  Russell,  expenses  as  delegate  to  Sy- 
nod of  Ohio, 

**  Rev.  J.  H.  Derr,  balance  due  him  per  order  of 
Synod, 

"  Rev.  J.  Kuolling,  per  order  of  Dr.  Gerbart,  ex- 
pense^  of  Committee  on  European  Correspond- 
ence,  • , 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Nevii),  expenses  of  Liturgical  Com- 
mittee,  $1 10  42 

Rev.  Dr.  Harbaugh,  included  in  same  check, 
additional  expenses  of  said  Committee, 5  75 

"  Rev.  S.  H.  Giesy,  expenses  on  Committee  of 
Synod  to  confer  with  College  Trustees,.. 

"  J.  B.  Rodgers,  Philadelphia,  for  printing,  etc.. 
Synod's  Minutes  for  1866^ 

"  First  National  Bank  of  Harrisbnrg,  interest,  U. 
S.  Stamps,  and  premium  on  draft  for  loan  made 
by  Treasurer,  to  pay  J.  B.  Rodgers, 

"  A.  B.  Wingerd,  Treasurer  Theological  Semi- 
nary, interest  received  on  "Kieffer  Legacy," 
$285,  and  on  "Cook  Legacy,"  $48.30,  in  all,.... 

Amount  carried  over. 
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Amount  brought  over,  $1,423.98 

Jane       14.  To  First  National  Bank  of  Harri^burg,  on  account 

of  Loan  of  April  27,  1867 056  50 

Angoflt     1.     '*   First  Kationiil  Bank  of  Harrisbarg,  balanoe  of 

Loan  of  April  27,  1867 200  00 

31.  "  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  salary  as  Stated  Clerk  of  Sy- 
nod, and  expenses, ^35  00 

October  4.  **  John  Wiest,  Em.,  Treasurer  General  Synod,  the 
qaota  assessed  oy  said  Synod  upon  the  Synod 
German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
Contingent  expenses, 300  00 

10.  "  First  National  Bank  of  Uarrisburg,  for  U.  6. 
5-20  Bond,  daUd  July  1, 1867,  No.  73,070,  Re- 
iuTestment  of  fund  donated  by  Middletown 
charge, 

**  "  Q.  8.  Griffith,  for  loan  made  by  him  to  Rev.  J. 
H.  Dcrr 

"  "  A.  B.  Wingerd,  Ei>q.,  Treasurer  Theological 
Seminary,  interest  on  Kieifer  and  Cook  Lega- 
cies,  

"  "  Rey.  Dr.  Fisher,  Treasurer  Ednontion  Board, 
interest  on  Gerhart  donation, ^ 

"  "  R.  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  of  Foreign  Missions, 
interest  on  Gerhurt  donation, 

"  "  Charles  Santee,  Esq.,  Treasurer  Home  Missions, 
interest  on  Gerhart  donation, 

"  "  Rer.  B.  Bansman  and  Rev.  George  Wolf,  ez- 
pen  es  attending  meeting  of  Trustees  of  Synod, 
Balanoe  in  hand  October  10,  1867...... 


107  38 

25  00 

320  25 

7  30 

7  80 

7  30 

6  90 
75  10 

$3,271.96 

We,  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  audit  the  account 
of  R.  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  of  Synod,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  have  attended  to 
aid  duty,  and  find  the  same  correct,  and  that  a  balanoe  is  in  the  hands  of  said  Trea« 
surer  of  seventy-five  dollars  and  ten  cents* 

GEORGE  WOLFF,  I    ^ 

G.H.  SMALL,         1    CWmtlt^e. 

Hasrisburo,  October  10th,  1867. 
Amounts  $iiU  due  and  unpaiil  hy  several  Classes  to  Contingent  Fund. 

Lebanon $  31  50 

Msr^Iaod 5  40 

Ltncaster 109  18 

K^st  Susquehanna 125  00 

West  Basquehanna 198  75 

Clarioo 65  00 

Bt  Paal 65  00 

$699  88 


Investments  held /or  Synod  hy  R.  F.  Kelker^  Treasurer^ 

on  the  lO^A  day  of  October^  1867. 

*Oiok  Legacy"  consisting  of  one  U.  S.  10-40  5  per  cent,  coupon 

bond,  Jated  March  1.  1864,  No.  6,130,  for $1,000 

And  two  U.  8. 10-40  5  per  cent,  coupon  bonds,  March  1, 1864, 

1st  Seritts,  Noe.  18,790  and  18,791,  for  $100  each,.. 300      $1,200  00 

Carried  over,  $1,200  09 
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Amount  brought  over,  $1,200  00 

**Kieffer  Legacy"  consisting  of  promissory  note  of  Jacob  Heyser, 
to  William  Heyser,  Treasurer  of  Synod,  for  $5,000,  dated 

April  10,  1S64,  secured  by  mortgage...... 5,000 

Also  a  mortgage  given  by  Wm.  Heyser  (now  deceased),  to  A.  B. 
Wingerd,  Treasurer  Theological  Seminary,  dated  January 
28, 1863,  payable  April  6,  1864,  for 4,600 

9,500  00 

Certificate  No.  6,  for  24  Shares  Hagerstown  Bank  Stock, 480  00 

"Gerhart  donntiott"  consisting  of 

One  7-30  U.  S.  Note,  dated  July  15,  1865,  No.  285,090,  B.  1,  in 

trust  for  Board  of 
Foreign  Mis  ions,...        100 

One  do.  do.  do.  No.  285,091,  C.  1,  in 

trust,  for  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions,..        100 

One  do.  do.  do.  No.  285,092,  D.  1,  in 

trust  for  Board  of 
Education, 100 

300  00 

"Maryland  dawt"  donation    towards   founding  a  Synodioal 

Fund,  one  U.  S.  5-20  Coupon  bond,  6  per  cent.,  dated  July 

1,  1867,  No.  73,070, 100  00 


$11,580  00 


Also  a  certain  bond  (secured  by  mortgage)  given  by  Second  Re- 
formed Church  of  Reading,  Pa.,  dated  Sept.  28,  1861,  con- 
ditioned for  the  payment  of  $2,908.74,  with  interest  from 
date,  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  in  case  said  congregation  "should  cease  to 
remain  in  connection  with  said  Synod." 

To  the  Si/nod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States, 

Revrrend  Brethren: — The  above,  which  is  a  true  statement  of  the  Receipts 
and  Disbursements  of  your  Treasurer  during  the  past  year,  as  also  of  the  Amounts 
due  by  the  several  Classes  to  Synod,  and  of  the  Invested  Funds  now  held  by  him,  is 
hereby  respectfully  submitted.  He  is  not  aware  that  any  claim  now  exists  against 
Synod.  He  would  respectfully  ask  Synod's  attention  to  the  second  item  of  bis  re- 
port made  to  Synod  ot  Lancaster,  1864,  p.  96  of  the  Minutes  of  that  year;  and  to 
the  fact  that  the  instructions  embodied  in  the  resolution  immediately  following  the 
same,  on  p.  98  of  same  Minutes,  have  not  as  yet  been  carried  «>ut.  The  importance 
of  the  subject  will,  he  trusts,  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  a  second  time  bringing  it  to 
the  notice  of  your  reverend  body.  RUDOLPH  F.  KSLKER. 

Harbisdurg,  October  10,  1867. 


It  was  anDOuneed  to  Synod,  that  the  Treasurer  of  ClarioD  Classis 
bad  remitted,  in  a  Registered  Letter  by  mail,  to  the  Treasurer  of 
8ynod,  $65,  the  amount  assessed  upon  said  Classis  by  the  Synod  last 
year  for  Contingent  expenses,  which  letter,  however,  failed  to  reach  its 
destination.     It  was  therefore 

Jiesnived,  That  the  Classis  of  Clarion  be  exonerated  from  the  re- 
payment of  this  apportionment. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Lawrence  D.  Lebcrman,  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Overtures,  asking  Synod  to  make  provision  for  the 
payment  of  expenses  incurred  in  removing  his  family  to  Reading,  Pa  , 
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the  amount  being  9157.  The  claim  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  with  instruction  to  include  the  amount  in  their  apportion- 
ment of  the  Contingent  expenses  among  the  Classes.  It  was  further 
Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  pay  the 
amount  of  this  claim. 


The  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  asked  Synod  to  base  the  apportionments  hereafter 
upon  the  number  of  members  connected  with  each  Classis.     It  was-. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  directed  to  relieve  the 
West  Susquehanna  Classis  of  any  undue  burden  in  its  apportionment 
of  the  Contingent  expenses. 


X 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  a  single  document  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee — 
the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod.  From  this  report  we  learn, 
that  the  receipts  of  the  past  year  amounted  to  $3,271.96,  and  the  dis- 
bursements for  the  same  year  amounted  to  $3,196.86;  leaving  in  the 
Treasurer's  hands  a  balance  of  $75.10. 

The  following  Classes  have  failed  to  pay  their  assessments  in  full: 

Lebanon  Classis,  $31.50;  Maryland  Classis,  $5.40;  Lancaster  Clas- 
sis, $109.18;  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  $125.00;  AVest  Susquehanna 
Classis,  $198.75  :  Clarion  (Cassis,  $65  00;  St.  Paul's  Classis,  $65.00. 

The  expenditures  of  Synod  for  the  current  year  are  estimated  at 
$1,600.00. 

The  amount  authorized  by  Synod  to  be  paid  to  Rev.  L.  D.  Leber- 
man,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board   of  Home 

Missions $    157  00 

Total, 1,757  00 

To  defray  these  expenses  there  is  a  balance 

in  the  Treasury  of. $  75  10 

The  amount  due  by  above  delinquent  Classes,     599  83 

$674  93  674  93 


Balance  to  be  provided  for,  $1,082  07 
This  amount  we  have  apportioned  among  the  several  Classes,  as 
follows: 

New,  Old.               Total 

East  Pennsylvania    Classis          $110  00  $110  00 

Lebanon                          "               110  00  S  31  50            141  50 

Zions                              "               110  00  110  00 

Maryland                        «               110  00  5  40            115  40 

^•^mm^^^m^m  ^^^^-^^^—^                                 .Ma^^___B^ 

Amount  carried  over,               $440  00  $36  90         $476  90 
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Ksir. 

Ou>. 

TOTAl. 

Amount  brought  over, 

$440   00 

36  90 

476  90 

Philadelphia 

Classis 

110  00 

no  00 

Mercersburg 

a 

110  00 

110  00 

Goshenhoppen 

(( 

110  00 

no  00 

Lancaster 

(( 

70  00 

109  18 

179  18 

East  Susquehanna 

(( 

95  00 

125  00 

220  00 

West  Susquehanna 

ti 

65  00 

198  75 

263  75 

Clarion 

a 

40  00 

65  00 

105  00 

St.  Paul's 

a 

45  00 

65  00 

no  00 

New  York 

a 

15  00 

15  00 

West  New  York 

a 

20  00 

20  00 

Virginia 

n 

5  00 

5  00 

North  Carolina 

u 

.     5  00 

5  00 

$1,130.00  «599.83       $1,729.83 

The  Treasurer  directs  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  second  item  of 
his  report  made  to  Synod  of  Lancaster,  1864,  p.  96  of  the  Minutes  of 
that  year;  and  to  the  fact  that  the  instructions  embodied  in  the  reso- 
lution immediately  following  the  same,  on  page  98  of  same  Minutes, 
have  not  as  yet  been  carried  out. 

The  following  recommendations  are  presented  to  the  consideration 
of  Synod : 

That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  be  again  directed 
to  have  the  mortgage  for  the  portion  of  the  Kieffer  Legacy  executed 
in  his  name,  transferred  to  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  authorized  to  publish  3,000  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  this  Synod — 2,200  in  the  English,  and  800  in  the  Grerman 
language.  Eespectfully  submitted, 

W,  R.  HOFFORD,  Chairman, 


As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod;  $300  have  been 
assessed  upon  this  Synod  by  the  General  Synod,  for  Contingent  pur- 
poses.    It  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  pay  this 
amount  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod. 

An  assessment  of  fifty  cents  was  laid  upon  each  member  of  Synod, 
for  remunerating  the  sexton  of  the  church  in  which  the  sessions  of 
Synod  were  held,  for  his  services,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
incurred  in  printing  tickets  for  the  use  of  Synod.  Rev.  Frederick 
Pilgram  was  appointed  to  collect  this  assessment,  who  submitted  the 
following  report: 

The  undersioned,  appointed  to  collect  fifty  cents  of  each  member  of 
Synod,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  printing,  and  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  sexton,  would  report  as  follows:  Collected  of  eighty-seven 
delegates,  primarii,  $43.50.  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  PILGRAM. 
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The  report  was  adopted,  and  it  was  directed  that  $2  of  the  amoant 
be  appropriated  to  the  paymeDt  of  the  printing  expenses,  and  the 
baknoei  $41.50,  he  paid  over  to  the  sexton. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

The  action  of  the  General  Synod  in  regard  to  the  ^'  Order  of  Wor- 
ship," declaring  it  as  proper  to  be  used  in  congregations  and  families, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  was  approved. 

The  General  Synod,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Synod,  commended  the  *^  Orphans'  Home  of  the  Shepherd  of  the 
I^mbs"  to  the  liberality  and  support  of  our  people.  This  action  also 
was  approved. 

In  compliance  with  the  direction  of  the  General  Synod,  as  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  to  Synod,  the  Synod 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  be  directed  to  urge  upon  all  their  minis- 
ters and  congregations,  the  duty  of  devoting  the  regular  collections  in 
divine  service,  to  objects  of  benevolence. 


A  letter  was  received  from  Elder  Daniel  Levan,  delegate  from  the 
Lebanon  Classis,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  asking 
Synod  to  excuse  his  absence.    He  was  referred  to  the  Lebanon  Glasais. 


The  Classes  of  Clarion  and  St.  Paul,  as  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  Classes,  asked  Synod  to  dismiss  them,  for  the  purpose 
'of  enabling  them  to  unite  with  the  Classes  of  Westmoreland  and  West 
New  York,  in  the  formation  of  a  new  Synod,  as  suggested  by  the  Ge- 
neral Synod. 

These  requests  were  referred  back  to  the  Classes  for  reconsideration. 


The  Classis  of  Mercersburg,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  requested  Synod  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Glasses 
to  the  enforcement  of  Article  52  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Church. 

The  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna  requested  the  Synod  to  give  an 
exact  interpretation  of  the  same  article.     It  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  attention  of  the  Classes  be  called  to  this  article 
of  the  Constitution,  and  that  they  see  to  it,  that  its  provisions  be  faith- 
fully enforced. 


The  Classis  of  Mercersburg,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  asked  Synod  to  determine  whether  the  Licentiate. 
Jacob  B.  Kershner,  can  be  lawfully  ordained  as  Tutor  in  the  Theolo- 
gicsl  Seminary.     It  was 
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Resolved  J  That,  according  to  Article  7  of  the  CoDstitution,  do  per- 
son can  be  admitted  to  ordination,  unless  he  shall  have  been  appointed 
to  a  mission,  or  has  a  call  from  one  or  more  congregations. 


The  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  asked  Synod  to  permit  it  to  undertake  the  transla- 
tion of  the  Revised  Liturgy,  with  a  view  to  its  publication,  provided 
Synod  does  not  deem  it  proper  to  undertake  this  work  itself.  The 
Classis  of  Goshenhoppen  also  requested  Synod  to  take  immediate  mea- 
sures to  have  the  revised  "Order  of  Worship"  translated  into  the 
German  language,  that  it  may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  people 
for  trial.     It  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  sees  nothing  in  the  way  of  the  Classis  of 
East  Pennsylvania  going  forward  with  a  translation  of  the  **  Order  of 
Worship"  into  the  German  language,  in  case  it  deems  it  proper  to 
undertake  it. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  appealed  to  Synod,  from  a  decision  of  the  Classis 
of  Philadelphia,  overruling  his  decision,  as  President  of  the  Classis, 
declaring  a  motion  to  prohibit  the  members  of  Classis  from  introducing 
the  "Order  of  AVorship"  into  their  congregations,  except  on  certain 
conditions  specified,  out  of  order^  on  the  ground  that  the  motion,  in 
its  prohibitory  form,  is  legislative,  and  thus  assumes  a  prerogative  which 
belongs  only  to  the  General  Synod.  The  appeal  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  II.  Dubbs,  Nathaniel  E. 
Gilds,  and  Elder  David  B.  Martin^  to  examine  into  the  regularity  of 
the  appeal,  and  if  foUud  in  order,  to  propose  the  manner  in  which  it 
shall  be  taken  up  by  Synod.  This  committee  submitted  the  following^ 
report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  the  Appeal  of  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  from  the 
decision  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  find  the  appeal  in  order^  and  would  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing action : 

1.  That  the  papers  be  read  before  Synod. 

2.  That  the  appellant  have  leave  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  appeal. 

3.  That  the  delegates  of  said  Classis  appoint  one  of  their  number, 
or  any  other  memb*  r  of  Synod,  to  respond  in  behalf  of  Classis. 

4.  .That  the  appellant  be  then  allowed  to  close. 

5.  That  the  first  two  speeches  be  limited  to  thirty,  and  the  closing 
speech  to  fifteen  minutes. 

6.  That  the  vote  be  then  taken  without  discussion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  HENRY  DUBBS,  Cliairman. 

The  taking  up  of  the  appeal  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
morning  of  the  fiflh  day  of  the  sessions,  at  10  o'clock.     At  the  time 
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appointed,  the  appeal  was  taken  up.  The  papers  in  the  case  were 
read,  and  the  appellant  and  the  Classis,  througK  its  representative,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  John  U.  A.  Bomherger,  were  heard.  The  vote  was  taken 
upon  a  motion  to  sustain  the  appeal,  hy  Yeas  and  Na^s,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Yeas. — ^W.  R.  Hofford,  I.  K.  Loos,  J.  Lauhach,  J.  Knecht,  T. 
S.  Johnston,  J.  P.  Stein,  1).  B.  Albright,  II.  Wagner,  J.  E.  Iliester, 
D.  Small,  J.  0.  Miller,  E.  Kieffer,  W.  F.  P.  Davis,  W.  A.  Wilt,  P, 
Stambaugh.  D.  Wolff,  D.G.  Bragonier,  H.  Wissler,  W.  J.  Ilensell,  J. 
Lanta,  T.  Fouse,  A.  C.  Witmer,  E.  B.  Higbee,  S.  N.  Callender,  T.  G. 
Apple,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  F.  Hyle,  D.  Aurandt,  D.  B.  Martin,  I).  Dunn, 
L.  J.  Mayer,  J.  H.  Dubbs,  G.  W.  Aughinbaugh,  I.  F.  Yost,  E.  Hart- 
ranft,  J.  W.  Xevin,  A.  H.  Kremer,  W.  II.  H.  Snyder,  D.  W.  Gross, 
W.  M.  Nevin,  J.  H.  Apple,  W.  C.  Houpt,  C.  Fullmer,  G.  B.  Russell, 
C.  R.  Dieffenbacher,  F.  Filgram,  J.  L.  Leberman^  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher, 
L.  C.  Sheip,  H.  Mosser,  W.  C.  Cremer,  S.  S.  Miller,  D.  Eschbach,  G. 
C.  Welker,  W.  II.  Groh,  J.  Zellers,  J.  K.  Millet,  S.  Kryder,  and  M. 
Brown. — Total  Yeas^  59. 

Nai/s. — S.  Philips,  I.  S.Wiesz.  J.  Lerch,  J.  Coover,  W:  D.  C.  Rod- 
rock,  S.Wetzel,  J.  Ingold,  J.  F.  Busche,  H.  Obersheimer,  D.  Hcitshu, 
J.  Steiner,  F.  A.  Rupley,  N.  E.  Gilds,  W.  F.  Colliflower,  J.  Yeisley, 
F.  Achey,  J.  Sbreioer,  and  0.  W.  Haller, — Total  Nai/s,  18. 

The  appeal  was  accordingly  sustained. 

The  delegates  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  gave  notice,  that  the 
Classis  would  take  an  appeal  from  this  decision  of  Synod  to  the  Gene- 
ral Synod.  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  George  B.  Russell  and  Dr.  Tho- 
mas G.  Apple  were  appointed  a  committee  to  sustain  Synod's  position 
before  the  General  Synod,  in  case  the  appeal  be  carried  up  to  it  by 
the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 


The  Consistory  of  the  Sagertown  charge,  as  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Classes,  appealed  to  Synod  from  the  action  of  the 
8t.  Paul's  Classis.  in  declining  to  unite  the  Brown's  congregation  to 
said  charge.  The  appeal  was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of 
the  Rev.  William  F.  Colliflower,  Jeremiah  Ingold,  and  Elder  William 
A.  Wilt,  to  examine  the  documents  in  the  case,  and  if  found  in  order, 
to  propose  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  taken  up  by  Synod. 

This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  appeal  of  the  Sagertown 
Consistory  from  the  action  of  the  St.  Paul's  Classis,  in  regard  to  the 
petition  from  the  Sagertown  congregation,  respectfully  report: 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  pertaining  to  the  matter,  and 
find  them  in  order.  The  appeal  was  taken,  and  the  proper  notification 
was  given  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution. 

The  committee  would  recommend — 

1.  That  the  papers  in  the  case  be  read  before  the  Synod. 
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2.  That  the  case  be  opened  by  the  appellant. 

3.  Ihat  the  case  be,  concluded  in  behalf  of  the  Classia  by  its  repre- 
sentative,  with  permission  to  the  appellant  to  reply,  in  a  speech  of  ten 
minutes. 

4.  The  speakers  shall  each  be  limited  to  thirty  minutes. 

5.  The  vote  to  be  taken  without  discussion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  F.  COLLIFLOWER,  Chairman. 

It  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  afternoon  session,  im- 
mediately after  the  close  of  the  elections,  to  take  up  the  appeal.  Rer. 
Joseph  H.  Apple  was  appointed  to  prosecute  the  appeal  in  behalf  of 
the  consistory.  At  the  time  appointed,  the  appeal  was  taken  up. 
Bev^  Joseph  H.  Apple  was  heard  in  support  of  the  appeal,  and  the 
Rev.  George  B.  Russell  in  defence  of  the  Classis,  after  which  the  vote 
was  taken  upon  a  motion  to  sustain  the  appeal,  when  it  was  lost,  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  report'^d  the  action  of  the 
Classis  of  St.  Paul,  restoring  the  Rev.  David  B.  Ernst  to  the  Christian 
ministry.     In  connection  with  this  item,  it  was 

Resoloedy  That  the  case  of  the  Rev.  David  B.  Ernst  be  referred 
back  to  the  Classis  of  St.  Paul  for  readjudication. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  A  tract  entitled  ^^Proceedings  of  the  Convention  of 
Ministers  and  Laymen  belonging  to  the  German  Reformed  Church 
held  at  Meyerstown,  Lebanon  county.  Pa.,  September  24th  and  25th, 
1867,"  has  been  published  under  the  imprimatur  of  said  Convention, 
and  scattered  far  and  wide  among  our  churches ;  and. 

Whereas,  There  is  contained  in  this  tract  an  address  by  the  Rev. 
A.  S.  Vaughan,  published  by  special  request  of  the  Convention,  in 
which  theological  views  are  proclaimed,  that  seem  plainly  to  be  unsound 
and  contrary  to  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.     Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  Classis  of  Lebanon,  of  which  Mr.  Vaughan  is  a 
member,  be  ordered  to  call  him  to  account  for  his  views  thus  publicly 
expressed,  and  to  institute  such  inquiry  into  his  case  as  may  serve  to 
vindicate  properly  the  doctrinal  orthodoxy  of  our  Reformed  Church. 
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The  following  paper  was  presented  and  adopted  : 

The  undersicrned,  having  been  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  to 
look  after  our  Church  interests  in  Washington  city,  has  learned  enough 
to  make  it  desirable  that  this  Synod,  in  order  to  meet  the  immediate 
and  pressing  demands  of  the  case,  should  take  the  following  action : 

1.  That  the  Board  of  Missions  be  requested  to  appoint  forthwith  a 
suitable  person  to  organise  a  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
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that  oiij,  out  of  Bueh  material  as  may  be  found  there  ready  to  unite 
in  8ueh  an  organ iaation. 

2.  That  the  Maryland  Glamis  of  this  Synod,  within  whose  bounds 
the  said  interest  lies,  be  and  is  hereby  directed  immediately  to  take- 
snch  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  and  hold  any  title  we 
may  have  rightfully  held,  or  do  now  hold,  to  any  church  property  in 
that  city,  for  the  use.  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  B.  RUSSELL, 

Com.  of  General  Synod, 

Resolved^  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  cooperate  with 
the  Maryland  Oassis,  in  attending  to  the  interests  of  the  congregation 
in  Washington.  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Zacharias,  John  S.  Foulk  and  Qeorge 
B.  Russell  constitute  this  committee. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 
Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

No  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Sunday  School 
Literature.    The  committee,  however,  was  continued. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report^  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Publication  i 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLICATION,  OCT.,  1867. 

the  Board  held  regular  monthly  meetings  during  the  year^  which 
were  fully  attended^  and  gave  particular  iittention  to  the  important 
interests  entrusted  to  its  care.  The  publication  operations  of  the 
Charcb  have  gone  steadily  forward,  and,  though  such  general  co- 
operation and  consequent  success  were  not  realized;  as  was  to  be  de- 
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sired  or  expected,  yet  thcj  have  not  been  Unattended  with  encoarag- 
ing  results. 

Nearly  three  editions  of  the  Revised  "  Order  of  Worship"  have  been 
sold.  As  a  strong  desire  was  expressed  in  several  quarters  for  an 
edition  of  it  in  the  German  language,  the  Board  endeavored  to  se- 
cure a  good  translation  of  it,  with  a  view  to  meet  this  desire,  but  was 
unsuccessful  in  its  efforts.  As  the  attention  of  the  8yood  will  be 
called  to  this  subject  by  at  least  two  of  the  Classes,  the  Board  deemed 
it  expedient  to  arrest  its  efforts,  and  await  the  issue  of  the  requests  of 
these  Classes. 

As  the  large  edition  of  the  English  Hymn  Book  had  been  for  some 
time  exhausted,  and  repeated  calls  were  made  for  copies  of  the  book 
in  this  form,  the  Board  had  a  handsome  edition  of  it  published,  80 
that  the  wants  in  this  direction  are  fully  provided  for. 

The  Synod  at  its  last  annual  meeting  submitted  the  propriety  of 
resuming  the  publication  of  the  Church  Quarterly  Reviexo  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Board.  At  its  first  meeting,  af^er  the  adjournment  of 
Synod,  the  subject  was  discussed,  and  after  mature  deliberation,  it 
was  determined,  in  dependence  upon  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church, 
to  enter  upon  the  publication  of  such  a  quarterly,  to  commence  in  the 
month  of  January  following,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  The 
services  of  the  Rev.  Br.  H.  Harbaugh  as  editor  were  secured,  and  the 
publication  of  the  quarterly  accordingly  commenced.  One  full  vol- 
ume has  been  issued.  The  review  has  been  edited  with  marked  abil- 
ity. It  has  met  with  as  much  encouragement  as  was  reasonably  to 
have  been  expected.  The  number  of  subscribers  secured  is  respec- 
table. A  considerable  addition,  however,  is  needed  to  make  it  self- 
sustaining,  and  to  insure  it«  continuance,  and  this^  there  is  every- rea- 
son to  believe,  will  be  furnished. 

In  order  to  enable  the  Rev.  Dr.  H.  Harbaugh  to  assume  the  editor- 
ship of  the  Review,  it  was  necessary  to  relieve  him  of  duties  which 
had  previously  devolved  upon  him  in  other  directions.  Accordingly, 
the  editorship  of  the  Guardian  was  transferred  to  the  Rev.  B.  Baus- 
man,  and  that  of  the  ChihVs  I'reamry  to  the  Rev.  A.  C.  AVitmer, 
under  whose  editorial  management  these  several  periodicals  have  gone 
successfully  forward. 

The  publication  of  our  periodicals  has  been  successfully  prosecuted 
during  the  year.  The  Synod  failed  at  its  last  annual  meeting  to 
make  any  arrangements  for  eliciting  the  general  co-operation  of  the 
Church  in  their  behalf.  The  Board  did  the  best  it  could,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  awaken  an  increased  interest  in  their  favor,  but  were 
not  as  successful  as  was  to  have  been  desired. 

The  Messenger  reports  a  few  less  subscribers  than  it  did  one  year  ago. 
This  arose,  not  from  a  more  than  usual  number  of  discontinuances 
during  the  year,  but  from  the  want  of  anything  like  a  decisive  or 
general  effort  to  add  to  the  subscription  list.  This  inactivity  was 
doubtless  partly  occasioned  by  the  fact,  that  a  change  in  the  form  of 
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the  paper  was  desired  aud  expected.  No  special  movement  in  its 
favor  could^  ia  these  circumstaDces,  be  awaited,  until  the  contem< 
plated  change  should  be  made.  The  Board,  accordingly,  after  ma- 
ture deliberation,  resolved,  at  its  meeting  in  July  last,  to  issue  the 
Messenger^  with  the  commencement  of  the  next  volume,  in  Septem- 
ber, in  the  form  of  a  large  double  sheet.  At  the  same  time,  as  it  was 
desirable,  that  a  slight  change  be  made  in  the  title  of  the  paper,  and 
the  commencement  of  a  new  volume  in  a  new  form  was  the  most  ap- 
propriate time  for  doing  this,  the  Board  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
uiaking  it,  confident  that  it  would  meet  wi^th  the  cordial  approval  of 
Synod.  The  paper  was  accordingly  issued  at  the  time  proposed  in 
the  new  form,  under  the  title  of  the  Reformed  Church  Mewenger. 
To  meet  a  want  generally  expressed  for  a  cheap  paper,  the  Board  also 
concluded  to  issue  a  small  paper,  one  half  the  size  of  the  large  one, 
and  to  contain  the  principal  amount  of  the  matter  published  in  the 
latter. 

The  new  enterprise,  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  state,  has  met 
with  unwonted  favor.  The  prospects  of  an  awakened  general  interest 
and  effort  in  behalf  of  the  paper,  are  truly  flattering,  and  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  the  coming  year  will  show  more  than  usual  activity 
in  this  direction.  At  all  events,  such  a  result  will  be  indispensable 
to  warrant  the  increased  expenditure  incurred,  and  to  insure  the  con- 
tinued existence  of  the  paper  in  this  form. 

The  decrease  in  the  subscription  list  of  the  Kirchcnzeitung  has  been 
more  serious  than  in  that  of  the  Messenger,  though,  perhaps,  it  was 
uot  greater  than  was  to  have  been  expected,  in  consequence  of  the 
establishment  of  another  paper  in  a  region,  from  which  it  naturally 
drew  a  considerable  amount  of  its  support.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
measures  will  be  taken  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  some  way,  with- 
out interfering  with  the  new  enterprise;  and  thus  insure  the  success- 
ful continuance  of  a  paper  which  has  done  so  much  for  the  Church 
in  times  past,  and  which  is  still  felt  to  be  indispensable  to  meet  an 
important  want  in  various  directions.  , 

The  subscription  list  of  the  Guardian  has  been  somewhat  increased, 
and  the  publication  under  its  new  editor  is  evidently  growing  in 
favor.  The  circulation  of  the  ChiUTs  Treamrt/  has  been  steadily  in- 
creasing, and  promises  to  continue  to  do  so,  in  view  of  the  welcome 
reception  with  which  it  generally  meets,  so  that  its  publication  may 
be  regarded  as  a  success.  We  are  gratified  to  be  also  able  to  say,  that 
the  subscription  list  of  the  Ldmmerhirte  has  likewise  increased  some- 
what, though  it  has  not  yet  reached  a  point  to  make  it  self-sustaining. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  this  desired  end  will  soon  be  attained,  as  it 
would  be  a  calamity  to  the  German  portion  of  the  Church,  should  it 
become  necessary  to  abandon  this  enterprise. 

The  operations  of  the  book  department  during  the  year  have  been 
quite  encouraging.  A  very  considerable  amount  of  sales  have  been 
effected,  and  the  department,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  has  been  no 
uoimportant  agency  in  aiding  our  Sunday-schools  to  replenish  and 
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improve  their  libraries,  and  our  ministry,  to  add  to  their  stock  of 
valuable  pablications.  It  is  confidentlj  expected,  that,  by  proper  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  the  Church,  this  department  will  become 
still  more  efficient  and  serviceable  in  time  to  come. 

The  Board,  through  its  agents^  have  made  special  efforts  to  collect 
its  outstanding  dues.  It  has  not,  however,  met  with  the  success  that 
was  desired,  and  necessary  to  place  the  affairs  of  the  establishment  in 
a  properly  healthful  condition.  These  efforts,  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
Board,  to  have  diligently  prosecuted  in  future,  and  it  is  hoped  thai 
the  success  will  be  greater  than  it  has  been  in  the  past.  It  is  not  de- 
sirable for  the  interests  of  the  establishment,  nor  for  those  of  its  pa- 
trons, that  the  accounts  of  the  latter,  should,  in  so  many  cases,  remain 
unsettled.  Large  sales  and  prompt  returns  are  the  essential  elements 
of  success. 

The  Synod  failed  last  year,  notwithstanding  the  request  of  the 
Board,  to  make  any  efficient  arrangements  for  securing  the  funds 
needed  (the  providing  of  which  was  contemplated  in  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  Lancaster,  in  1864)  to  furnish  a  church  literature,  and 
secure  a  suitable  house  for  the  accommodation  of  our  Publication 
operations.  In  these  circumstances,  the  Board  felt  itself  called  upon 
to  do  what  it  could  in  the  way  of  securing  funds  at  least  for  the  for- 
mer object.  It  accordingly  caused  a  circular  to  be  issued  to  the  pas- 
tors and  consistories  of  the  churches,  in  which  the  claims  of  the 
cause  were  briefly  presented  and  urged,  and  a  request  made  for  a  col- 
lection to  be  taken  up  in  each  of  the  congregations,  the  proceeds  of 
which  should  be  appropriated  to  the  stereotyping  and  publishing  suit- 
able books  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  Church.  We  regret  to  be 
compelled  to  say,  that  this  measure  received  very  little  attention,  and 
but  few  responses  were  returned.  But  little  more  was  realized  from 
it  than  was  necessary  to  cover  the  expenses  incurred  in  issuing  the 
circular. 

The  publication  of  works  adapted  to  the  spirit  and  necessities  of 
the  Church  is  certainly  an  enterprise  of  the  greatest  importance  to  its 
interests.  So  the  Board  regard  it,  and  in  the  same  light  it  is  viewed 
by  all  sincere  and  ardent  friends  of  the  Church.  It  is  to  be  presumed, 
therefore,"  that  the  sooner  the  end  therein  contemplated  can  be  se- 
cured the  better^  and  any  measure  likely  to  insure  it,  must  meet  with 
favor,  and  be  attended  with  success.  The  Board,  therefore,  afler  ma- 
ture deliberation,  at  its  last  meeting,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  the  Church  in  this  direction,  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved : — That  Synod  be  requested  to  take  effective  measures 
to  provide  a  church  literature : 

Resolved : — That,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  this  object,  it  be 
recommended  to  Synod,  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  ''Book 
Editor,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  raise  funds  to  be  devoted  to  this 
object,  and  to  procure  suitable  books,  and  superintend  the  publication 
of  such  of  them,  as  shall  be  approved  under  the  arrangement  of  Synod, 
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The  measure  here  contemplated  is  earnestly  commended  to  the  at- 
teDtioo  of  Synod. 

The  Board  did  not  see  its  way  clear,  as  authorized  by  the  Synod  of 
last  year,  to  move  in  the  appointment  of  an  associate  Editor  of  the 
liesaen^er,  dd  interim.  It,  however,  made  other  arrangements  for 
Btreagthening  the  Editor's  hands,  in  the  way  of  adding  to  the  corps 
of  editorial  contributors,  and  relieving  him  of  some  of  the  accumu- 
lating clerical  labor,  which,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  has  proved  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  Church. 

It  affords  the  Board  pleasure  to  state,  that  Philip  Fisher,  Esq.,  of 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  has  kindly  presented  to  it  the  stereotype  plates  of 
a  vork  written  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh,  entitled  **  Youth 
in  Earnest,''  and  containing  an  interesting  memoir  of  his  son  Theodore 
D.  Fisher,  for  which  the  Board  has  returned  to  him  a  vote  of  thanks. 

The  Board  takes  occasion  to  renew  its  suggestion  to  Synod  in  re- 
gard to  the  propriety  of  procuring  an  act  of  incorporation  for  t\^ 
Board,  which  was  by  some  means  overlooked  by  tne  Synod  of  last 
year. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  the  Board  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  parties  it 
has  fonnd  necessary  to  employ  in  carrying  forward  the  publication 
operations,  have  rendered  satisfaction  in  their  several  departments. 
The  relations  with  all  during  the  year  have  been  most  pleasant. 

A  very  full  and  satisfactory  statement  of  the  operations  of  the 
Board  during  the  year,  and  of  the  present  condition  of  the  establish- 
mcDt,  was  presented  at  its  late  annual  meeting.  For  the  inspection  of 
Synod,  if  desired,  this  statement  is  within  reach.  At  the  same  time, 
VG  here  append  a  brief  synopsis  of  it  as  a  part  of  our  report,  which  it 
is  desirable  should  go  before  the  Church,  in  order  to  furnish  an  intel- 
ligent view  of  the  condition  of  our  publication  affairs. 

RECEIPTS  : 

Messenger,  subscription  and  advertising, $8,085  00 

Kirchenzeitung,                  *'           '*         *. 3,472  H4 

Guardian,                              "          "         1,208  37 

Child's  Treasury,                 '*          "'        2.181  53 

Lammerhirte,                      "          **         1,075  37 

Review,  (9  months,)            '*          *• 929  00 

Relief,                                  '•          *'         2,021  95 

Publication  Fund,                "          "          7G  90 

Balaace  realised  on  sale  of  lot, 3  803  83 

Receipts  in  store, 16,657  98 

$40,412  27 
Less  receipts  than  disbursements, 594  31 

$41,006  58 
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DISBURSEMENTS  : 

Principal  on  notes, $1,335  70 

Interest  account, 263  00 

Binding  bills, 2,942  97 

Messenger,  composition  and  expediting, 3,835  42 

Kirchenzeitung,  ''  2,429  85 

Guardian.  "  1,003  90 

Review,  (3  nos.,)  "  665  88 

Child's  Treasury,  '*  625  35 

Lamnierhirte,  "  458  60 

Paper,  Messenger,  "  2,680  47 

"       Kirchenzeitung,      *'  1,233  30 

"       Guardian,  '*  467  65 

"       Review,  "  276  00 

"       Child's  Treasury,    "  1,729  90 

«  «       Lammerhirte,  *'  681  12 

"       For  books,  &c.,       "  6,270  15 

Percentage  on  Collections, 842  20 

Relief, 135  00 

Insurance  policies, 130  00 

Salaries  for  editors,   contributors  and  other 

employees, 4,975  00 

Order  of  Worship  plates, 662  *0 

Postage  account, ' 315  25 

Rent, 475  00 

Rodgers,  press- work,  Ac, 2,821  10 

All  other  expenses,  such  as  purchase  of  stock 

in  store,  &c.,  &c., 3,751  27—141,006  58 

LIABILITIES. 

1866,  October  1, : $9,008  61 

1867,  October  1, 8,297  22 

Decrease  of  liabilities, $711  39 

ASSETS  : 

Due  on  Book  accounts, $6,596  86 

"        Messenger,  (estimated) 5,300  00 

«        Kirchenzeitung,       «     2,700  00 

"        Guardian, 1,100  00 

"        Review, 162  00 

"        Child's  Treasury, 1,126  85 

"        Lammerhirte, 663  00 

Stock  in  hand  on  Books  and  Stationery, 7,326  86 

Books  in  sheets, 2,856  50 

Due  bills, 600  00 

Stereotypes, 3,142  50 

Amount  carried  over,      $31  574  57 
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Amount  brought  forward,  t31,574  57 

Paper  on  hand, 1,266  90 

FixturoB, 800  00 

Cuts, 800  00 

Total  Assets,  1867,  Oct, $33,941  47 

1866,  Oct., 33,591  39 

Increase  of  Assets, t350  08 

NEW  SUBSCRIBERS  OBTAINED  DURING  THE  TEAR. 

Messenger, 382 

Kirchenzeitung, , 264 

Guardian, 235 

1866  1867 

Sobseribers  to  Messenger, 3,408        3,350  Decrease,       58 

Kirchenieitang, 3,032        2,800        '<  232 

Guardian, 1,150        1,200  Increase,        50 

Review, ....•«.     ...  386         ... 

"              Child's  Treasury,^.. .17,506      20,000        "  2,494 

«  Limmerhirte, 6,072        6,950        «  878 

COST  OF  PAPERS  DURING  THE  TEAR,  EXCLUSIVE  OF  EDITING  AND 

CLERK  HIRE. 

Messenger,  paper,  composition,  press-work 

and  expediting, 95,15  89 

Receipts,  t8,085  00 

Kircbenzeitang,  <'  3,663  15 

Receipts,  $3,472  34 

Review,  "  941  85 

Receipts,  t929  64 

Guardian,  «  1,471  55 

Receipts,  tl,208  37 

Chad's  Treasury,  "  2,355  25 

Receipts,  t2,181  53 

Limmerhirte,  "  1,139  72 

Receiptor  tl,075  37 

Volumes  printed, 27,290. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board. 

JOHN  WIEST,  Secretary. 

The  following  Report  was  received  from  the  Committee  appointed 
to  issue  the  German  paper,  in  the  interests  of  the  German  population 
of  East  Pennsylvania,  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  establish  and  conduct  a  German  pa- 
per in  the  interests  of  the  German  members  of  the  Church  in  Eastern 
PeoDsjlvania,  herewith  submits  its  second  report : 
5 
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As  proposed  io  last  year's  report,  the  issue  of  the  publication  was 
commenced  in  Reading,  Pa.,  eajly  in  January  last,  under  the  title, 
*'  Der  Reformirte  Hausfreund."  The  Rev.  B.  Bausman  consented, 
after  much  persuasion,  to  take  charge  of  the  paper,  notwithstanding 
his  many  other  labors  for  the  Church.  He  has  rendered  satisfaction, 
and  also  signified  his  willingness  to  edit  the  paper  in  future. 

The  paper  has  made  rapid  progress.  In  a  few  months,  it  gained 
access  to  many  dwellings,  and  secured  many  friends.  This  is  regarded 
as  an  evidence  of  its  being  needed.  The  subscription  list  contains 
about  twenty-four  hundred  names.  According  to  this  number,  count- 
ing one  dollar  per  year  for  each  subscriber,  the  subscription  price  fixed 
upon,  the  yearly  income  will  amount  to  as  many  hundred  dollars.  As, 
however,  several  hundred  must  be  deducted  from  these  for  commis- 
sions and  exchanges,  and  as  many  of  them  commenced  their  subscrip- 
tions at  the  beginning  of  the  second  half-year,  an  income  of  only 
about  91,900,  will  remain.  The  cost  of  publishing  the  paper  for  the 
first  eight  months  is  (1,275,  and  for  the  remaining  four  months,  it 
will  be  9625.  The  expenditure  of  the  present  year  accordingly  will 
be  likewise  91900.  It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  the  paper,  in  the  first 
year  of  its  publication,  has  covered  expenses.  It  is  true,  the  Editor, 
in  this  matter  makes  an  offering  to  the  Church,  which  is  generally 
reckoned  at  91000.  He  is,  however,  God  be  praised,  able  and  wil- 
ling to  make  the  offering.  Without  being  subjected  to  any  outlay, 
the*  Reverend  Synod  has  herewith  secured  an  organ,  through  which 
many  thousands  of  the  members  of  the  Church  are  reached^  which 
could  not  have  been  reached  without  it. 

The  *^  Hausfreund/  is  yet  to  be  brought  fully  into  existence.  Not 
even  the  whole  of  the  plan  laid  out  for  it  has  yet  been  taken  up.  The 
first  item  under  the  first  head  has  not  been  touched,  as  it  was  thought 
best  that  it  should  first  secure  for  itself  confidence  and  respect,  before 
it  could  treat  properly  this  point,  the  material  for  which  is  found  in 
many  directions.  The  ^'  Hausfreund"  lays  claim  to  only  one  thing, 
namely,  its  purpose  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Pennsylvania  German  portion  of  our  Church.  It,  there- 
fore,  very  politely  declines  all  criticism,  which  does  not  bear  on  this 
point. 

The  committee  are  fully  convinced,  that  the  paper  will  operate  in 
our  Church,  not  without  important  results.  In  order,  however,  that 
it  may  fully  accomplish  its  mission,  the  subscription  list  should  con- 
tain not  less  than  five  thousand  names.  This  number  could  easily  be 
secured;  were  the  Synod  through  the  Classes,  to  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  several  pastors,  to  introduce  the  "  Hausfreund''  into  every  Penn- 
sylvania German  family,  where  such  introduction  is  possible. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  HELFRICH, 

C.  H.  LEINBACH,     [•    Committee, 

P.  S.  FISHER, 
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The  Conmiittee  on  Publication  sabmitted  their  report.  It  was  re- 
ceiTcd,  taken  np  item  by  item^  and  adopted,  and  is  as  followa : 

The  Committee  on  Publication  submit  the  following  report : — 
From  the  documents  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  interests  of  the  Church  in  this  department  of  Chris- 
tian labor  have  been  prosecuted  during  the  past  year,  with  epergy 
and  success.  The  Board  of  Publication  merit,  and  should  receive, 
the  sympathy  and  cooperation  of  the  Church.  Its  finances  are  in  a 
healthy  condition.  The  Review^  which  in  past  years  did  efficient  ser- 
vice in  the  cause  of  truth,  has  been  revived;  the  Messenger  has 
been  enlarged,  and  a  smaller  edition  of  the  same  paper,  containing 
the  principal  matter  of  the  larger  one,  has  been  issued.  All  that  is 
needed  to  invest  these  interests  with  new  life,  and  in  a  short  time  to 
render  them  self-supporting,  b  united  and  energetic  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  whole  Church.  With  the  view  of  reaching  this  end,  your 
committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved:  That  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  in  revi- 
ving the  Review,  and  the  arrangements  entered  into  for  its  editorial 
management,  together  with  the  changes  necessitated  thereby  in  the 
editorial  departments  of  the  Guardian  and  Child's  Treasurjf,  be  ap- 
proved. 

2.  That,  in  changing  the  name  of  the  German  Reformed  Messenger 
to  that  of  REroBHED  Church  Mbssbnoer,  and  the  issuing  of  it  in 
double  and  single  sheet  editions,  the  Board  hereby  receive  the  sanction 
of  Synod. 

3.  That  our  pastors  and  consistories  be  earnestly  requested  to 
interest  themselves  in  behalf  of  our  periodical  church  literature,  with 
the  view  of  placing  the  Review^  the  Guardian^  the  Messenger,  and 
other  papers,  so  far  as  this  may  be  practicable,  in  every  family  belong- 
ing to  our  Church  within  their  respective  fields. 

4.  That  the  attention  of  those,  who  are  most  deeply  interested  in 
the  Kirehemeitungj  be  directed  to  its  wants,  and  they  be  requested  to 
pat  forth  increased  efforts  to  increase  its  circulation. 

The  Board  renews  its  request,  that  Synod  "  make  efficient  arrange- 
ments*' to  carry  out  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  action  of  Synod 
st  its  meeting  in  Lancaster  in  1864,  vis  :  *^to  furnish  a  Church  Lit- 
erature, and  secure  a  suitable  house  for  the  accommodation  of  our 
Publication  operations."  Your  Committee  need  say  nothing  in  favor 
of  this  interest.  The  prosperity  of  the  Church,  under  God,  depends 
in  large  measure,  on  a  cheap  and  sound  Christian  literature.  In  view 
of  the  importance  of  this  interest,  your  committee  would  recommend 
the  following  action : 

Resolved :  That  Synod  concur  with  the  Board  of  Publication  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  appointment  of  a  ^*  Book  Editor"  is  indispensa^ 
ble  to  furnish  the  Church  with  a  sound  Christian  literature,  and  that 
Synod  proceed  at  once  to  the  appointment  of  such  £ditor. 

2.  That  the  duties  of  the  ^'  Book  Editor  shall  be  to  raise  funds  to 
be  devoted  to  this  object,  and  to  procure  suitable  books,  and  superin- 
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fcend  the  publication  of  such  of  them  as  shall  be  approved  under  tbe 
arrangement  of  Synod. 

3.  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  authorized  to  fix  the  salary  of 
the  ^^  Book  Editor/'  and  to  pay  him  out  of  the  proceeds  of  his  par- 
ticular department. 

Your  Committee  appreciate  the  anxiety  of  the  Board  to  secure  a 
suitsfble  place  for  the  accommodation  of  our  Publication  operations, 
but  in  view  of  the  urgent  demand  made  upon  the  Church  from  other 
quarters,  we  cannot  see  our  way  clear  to  recommend  any  efficient 
action  at  this  time. 

The  Board  suggests  to  Synod  the  propriety  of  empowering  it  to 
procure  an  "  act  of  incorporation."  In  reference  to  this  suggestion, 
your  committee  would  recommend  the  following  action : 

Resolvect:  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  requested  to  draft  a 
copy  of  the  proposed  act  of  incorporation,  and  present  it  to  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  Synod  for  consideration  and  adoption. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  AUGHINBAUGH,  Chairman, 


Synod  proceeded  to  elect  a  ^'Book  Editor,"  as  provided  for  in  the 
above  report.  The  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  Rev.  George 
B.  Russell. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod, 
in  reference  to  the  publication  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  Synod 
for  1867,  and* adopted: 

The  Stated  Clerk  reports,  that  he  had  the  number  of  copies  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  annual  Synod  published,  both  in  the  German 
and  English  languages,  as  ordered  by  Synod,  and  distributed  among 
those  entitled  to  receive  them.  The  expenses  incurired  in  publishing 
them  are  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  R.  FISHER. 


The  following  lesolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  Synod  respectfully  request  the  Board  of  Publi- 
cation to  issue  a  small,  or  pocket  edition  of  the  '^  Order  of  Worship," 
at  the  earliest  day,  which  m  their  wisdom  shall  be  deemed  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  requested  to  publish  a 
partial  edition  of  the  revised  "Order  of  Worship,"  said  partial  edition 
to  contain  the  following  forms:  The  Lord's  l)ay  Service,  both  for 
Morning  and  Evening;  the  Service  Preparatory  to  the  Communion; 
the  Communion  Service^  and  the  Burial  Service. 


69 


ARTICLE   XX. 

CHURCH   GOVERNMENT. 

The  committee  to  whom  web  referred  by  the  Synod  of  last  year,  the 
subject  of  lay-baptism,  as  presented  by  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylva- 
nia, submitted  their  report.  At  the  same  time  also,  a  report  was  pre- 
sented from  a  minority  of  the  committee.  They  were  received  and 
laid  on  the  table,  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  8ynod.  It'  was 
ordered,  that  these  reports  be  not  incorporated  in  the  Minutes  of 
Synod,  but  published  in  the  "Reformed  Church  Messenger." 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  last  year,  to  define  the 
boundary  line  between  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania  and  Goshen- 
hoppen,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

The  Commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  York,  Oct.,  1866, 
to  define  the  boundary  line  between  East  Pennsylvania  and  Goshen- 
hoppen 'Classes,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That,  after  full  consideration  of  the  whole  subject,  they  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  natural  line  as  the  boundary  line  between  these 
two  Classes,  viz.:  The  Lehigh  River  from  Easton  to  the  Junction  of 
the  East  Pennsylvania  and  Lehigh  Valley  Railroads,  and  from  this 
Junction,  the  Lehigh  Mountain  to  the  boundary  of  the  Lebanon 
Classis. 

Your  Commissioners  would  only  add,  that,  by  the  terms  of  their 
appointment,  this  decision  is  final  in  the  matter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  BECK,  ) 

P.  S.  FISHER,         Y    Committee. 

C.  H.  LEINBACH, ) 

The  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  adopted  a  resolution,  declaring  the  act  of  Synod 
empowering  a  committee  to  define  a  boundary  line  between  it  and  the 
Classis  of  Goshenhoppen,  unconstitutional,  and  directing  the  attention 
of  Synod  thereto.    It  was 

Resolved,  That  Synod  reaffirm  its  action  of  last  year  in  reference  to 
this  subject,  and  that  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania  be  directed  to 
acquiesce  in  this  decision. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  the  documents  from  the 
Meyerstown  Convention  referred  to  them,  to  be  two  copies  in  pamphlet 
form  of  the  Proceedings  of  said  Convention,  in  which  are  contained 
sundry  resolutions  and  requests  to  this  Synod,  in  regard  to  the  revised 
"Order  of  Worship."     It  was 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
character  of  the  Mejerstown  Convention,  and  of  the  documents  pre- 
sented to  this  body  by  the  said  Convention,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  it  would  be  proper  to  receive  the  aforesaid  documents.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  William  F.  P.  Davis,  Amos  H.  Kremer, 
and  Elders  George  C.  Welker  and  Joseph  Laubach  were  appointed 
this  committee. 

To  this  same  committee  was  referred  the  request  of  the  Classis  of 
Lebanon  to  Synod,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes, 
not  to  entertain  a  memorial  from  the  Moyerstown  Convention. 

The  reception  of  the  report  of  this  committee  was  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions,  at  10 
o'clock.  At  the  time  appointed,  the  committee  submitted  their  re- 
port. The  report  was  received,  taken  up  item  by  item,  and  after  a 
lengthy  discussion,  during  which  a  motion  was  offered  to  strike  out 
the  first  resolution,  and  subsequently  another,  to  lay  the  whole  report 
on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  admit  of  the  reception  of  a  substitute, 
both  of  which  were  lost  The  several  items  in  the  report  were  .suc- 
cessively adopted,  and  finally  the  report  itself  adopted  as  a  whole,  by 
a  decisive  vote.     This  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  of  the 
Meyerstown  Convention,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  character  of 
said  convention,  as  to  whether  it  would  be  proper  for  this  Synod  to 
entertain  any  communication  from  that  body,  respectfully  report : 

The  only  document  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  committee,  is  the 
Report  of  the*  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  Ministers,  Elders,  and 
Laymen  belonging  to  the  German  Reformed  Church,  held  at  Meyers- 
town,  Lebanon  county.  Pa.,  September  24th  and  25th,  1867,  and  a 
request  to  Synod  from  the  Lebanon  Classis,  in  reference  to  this  con- 
vention. 

From  this  document  we  learn,  that  the  convention  recently  held  at 
Meyerstown,  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against  ^^the  in^ 
novations  of  the  Revised  Liturgy,  as  a  standard  of  faith  and  order  of 
worship  in  the  Reformed  Church. 

The  call  for  this  convention,  it  seems,  was  sent  out  by  individuals 
in  the  Church,  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  action  of  this  Synod  and 
the  General  Synod,  on  the  subject  of  the  Liturgy.  This  call  was  sent 
to  individuals  in  different  congregations,  who  share  in  this  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  by  them  was  privately  passed  around  to  obtain  signatures. 
Thus  far  the  work  was  done  secretly,  without  the  knowledge  or  action 
of  the  regular  authorities  of  the  congregations.  In  this  way  there 
were  gathered  at  Meyerstown  thirty-four  ministers,  two  of  whom  were 
from  the  Western  Synod,  and  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  elders  and 
laymen.     The  call  for  the  convention  is  as  follows: 

GERMAN   REFORMED   CHURCH    CONVENTION. 

^* Whereas,  An  extreme  Liturgical  movement,  at  variance  with  the 
practice,  the  legitimate  historical  character,  and  the  established  Con- 
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stitatioii  of  the  Oerman  Befonned  Church,  ig  now  in  progress,  and  it 
is  believed,  that  the  material  and  essential  changes  proposed  and 
pressed  hy  this  moyement,  would  effect  a  most  pernicious  revolution  in 
our  worship  and  life,  occasion  increased  diyersities,  and  cause  dissen- 
sion and  divisions ;  and, 

"WherbaS;  The  attempt  to  introduce  the  Liturgy  into  congrega- 
sions  by  pastors  and  Consistories,  without  first  obtaining  the  consent 
of  the  people,  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  our  Constitution  and  re- 
ligious freedom;  and, 

"  Whurbas,  It  is  both  right  and  constitutional  that,  in  such  a  crisb 
as  the  above  named  movement  is  believed  to  have  brought  upon  the 
Church,  those  who  realise  the  danger,  and  with  deep  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Church,  desire  to  have  it  averted,  should  meet  for  con- 
ference  and  prayer  : 

*^  Therefore,  the  undersigned  ministers,  elders,  and  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  affectionately  invite  all,  who  desire  to 
have  the  true  historical  worship  and  doctrines  of  the  Church  main- 
tained, against  the  efforts  now  being  made  by  the  leading  advocates 
of  the  extreme  peculiarities  of  the  new  Order  of  Worship,  essentially 
to  change  our  cultus,  to  meet  in  fraternal  Christian  conference  on 
Tuesday,  September  24th,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  Meyerstown,  Lebanon 
county,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  divine  guidance  and  aid,  and 
of  consulting  with  each  other  in  regard  to  the  best  constitutional 
means  of  preventing  the  evils  to  which  we  believe  the  Church  is  ex- 
posed/' 

The  convention  held  four  sessions,  and  adopted  a  series  of  principles 
and  propositions,  several  of  which  were  ordered  to  be  presented  to 
this  Synod,  and  afterwards  by  motion,  the  whole  proceedings  were  so 
referred. 

In  considering  the  nature  and  character  of  this  convention,  your 
committee  find,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  is  a  body  not  recognized  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  Church.  The  government  of  the  Reformed 
Church  rests  in  its  regular  church  courts,  the  Consistory,  the  Classis, 
the  Synod,  and  the  General  Synod.  Through  these,  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  government  or  legislation  of  the  Church,  must  be  at- 
tended to,  and  through  these  also,  all  real  or  supposed  grievances  may 
be  presented.  It  is  not  meant  by  this,  of  course,  that  no  other  meet- 
ing can  be  constitutionally  held.  The  history  of  the  Church,  however, 
shows  how  guarded  it  has  been  in  regard  to  holding  conventions  of 
any  kind.  Recently  two  conventions  have  been  held,  viz.:  those  held 
daring  the  year  1863,  when  the  Church  celebrated  the  Ter-centenary 
jabilee  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  Although  the  holding  of  these 
conventions  had  quite  a  different  purpose  from  that  of  protesting 
agaiost,  or  sitting  in  judgment  upon  any  action  of  the  Church  through 
its  regular  courts,  yet  it  was  deemed  necessary  and  proper  not  to  enter 
upon  the  initiatory  steps  for  calling  these  conventions,  without  first 
requesting,  through  regular  Classical  action,  the  permission  and  autho- 
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rity  of  Synod,  and  it  was  only  when  these  were  obtained,  that  the  call 
was  issued,  and  that  was  done  by  the  Synod  itself.  Besides^  these 
were  conventions  of  the  whole  Church,  not  of  a  party  or  faction,  and 
the  members  were  regularly  delegated  by  the  action  of  the  Consisto- 
ries. That  this  caution  is  right  and  proper,  is  plain,  if  we  only  con- 
sider the  respect  due  to  the  judicatories  of  the  Church,  and  the  great 
danger  rhich  must  attend  the  holding  of  such  conventions  without  the 
permission  and  authority  of  these  judicatories.  This  danger  is  greatly 
increased,  when  the  object  is  to  send  out  to  the  world  a  protest  against 
any  action  the  Church  has  taken,  or  to  sit  in  judgment  and  condemo 
such  action.  When  this  is  the  case,  such  self  constituted  body  becomes 
schismatic  in  its  aims  and  tendencies,  and  thus  calculated  to  endanger 
the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Church. 

We  find,  in  the  second  place,  in  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the 
Meyerstown  Convention,  abundant  evidence  of  the  design  fo  bring 
this  new  power  to  bear  against  the  decisions  of  the  highest  judicatory 
of  the  Church.  We  need  only  refer  to  one  of  the  propositions 
adopted,  to  show  this.  The  third  proposition  is  as  follows:  <^Thi9 
convention  is  fully  persuaded,  that  the  *  Revised  Liturgy '  not  only 
contains  a  form  of  service  widely  different  from  the  old  Reformed 
Liturgies,  but  that  it  contains  also,  doctrinal  statements,  and  proposes 
a  sacramental  theory,  which  we  believe  to  be  at  variance  with  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism  and  the  Word  of  Grod."  It  is  known,  that  the 
orthodoxy  of  the  Order  of  Worship  was  assailed  at  the  General  Synod 
at  Dayton,  and  that  the  decision  of  that  body  pronouncing  it  a  book 
proper  to  be  used  in  our  congregations  and  families,  was  clearly  against 
this  charge.  The  General  Synod  pronounced,  that  it  was  desirable 
that  the  Liturgical  movement  in  our  Church  should  be  left  to  work 
out  its  legitimate  results  in  a  free  and  untrammelled  way,  and  what 
it  meant  by  this  must  be  clear  from  the  fact,  that  it  followed  this 
declaration  by  declaring  the  Revised  Liturgy  a  book  proper  to  be 
used.  The  Meyerstown  convention,  after  pronouncing  the  book  here- 
tical, sets  itself  against  the  allowed  use  of  this  book,  with  all  the  power 
and  means  it  can  command.  ThiS;  it  seems  to  your  committee,  is* 
rebellious. 

The  convention,  moreover,  sits  in  judgment  on  the  character  of  this 
venerable  Synod,  pronouncing  that,  "as  for  some  years  constituted,  it 
does  not,  by  any  means,  represent  the  Church  on  the  Liturgical  ques- 
tion,''and  gives  as  a  reason,  that  "its  ministers  have  been  so  educated, 
as  not  to  represent  a  majority  of  the  people."  When,  now,  we  con- 
sider that  the  Synod  has  been  constituted  in  the  only  way  it  can  be 
constitutionally  constituted,  viz.:  by  the  appointment  of  delegates  in 
the  regular  way  from  the  several  Classes,  and  that  our  ministers  have 
been  educated  by  the  institutions  of  the  Church,  under  Synod's  super- 
vision and  control,  we  can  see  in  this  charge  nothing  more  nor  less^han 
a  gross  slander  and  insult  to  this  reverend  body.  The  remark  in  re- 
ference to  representing  the  majority  of  the  people,  seems  to  indicate, 
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if  it  mean  any  thing  at  all,  an  nnrigliteona  design  to  amy  the  people 
against  the  holy  ministry,  whom  they  are  tanght  to  respect  and  reve* 
rence.  This  is  confirmed  hy  remarks  made  by  members  of  the  con- 
yen  tion. 

We  find  in  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  also,  that  it  made 
proYision  for  its  permanent  existence,  in  case  its  requests  are  not 
granted.  In  regard  to  the  matter  of  starting  a  church  paper^  which 
the  convention  regarded  as  leading  to  schism,  and  which  was  voted 
down,  a  delegate  said,  ^^  Let  us  say  nothing,  except  to  ask  Synod  to 
hear  oar  complaints,  and  redress  our  grievances;  and  if  that  is  not 
done,  then  the  officers  of  this  convention  may  be  empowered  to  call 
another  convention  of  the  German  Reformed  Church."  This  sugges- 
tion was  agreed  to,  and  a  business  committee  was  appointed  **to  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  as  represented  by 
this  convention,  who  may  at  any  time  request  the  President  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  convention." 

In  view  of  these  facts,  your  committee  cannot  but  regard  this  eon- 
Tention  as  bearing  upon  its  face  a  schismatical  character,  and  its 
insin nations  and  charges  as  highly  insulting  to  this  reverend  Synod. 

We  note  the  fact  also,  in  this  connection,  that  the  Lebanon  Classis, 
within  whose  bounds  the  c<lnvention  was  held,  sends  to  Synod  a  request 
that  said  convention  shall  not  be  recognised  by  this  Synod.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  the  following  action: 

1.  Re$olvedy  That  regarding  the  Meyerstown-  convention,  as  con- 
stituted without  any  proper  authority  known  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Church,  and  without  the  permission  or  authority  of  this  Synod, 
and  as  arraying  itself  against  the  decisions  of  the  Church  through  its 
highest  judicatories,  in  a  way  calculated  to  foster  the  spirit  of  schism 
in  our  congregations  and  among  our  people,  this  Synod  cannot,  con- 
sistently, with  any  sense  of  self-respect  or  regard  for  the  true  dignity 
and  authority  with  which  it  is  vested,  recognize  or  entertain  apy  pro- 
positions from  said  convention. 

2.  ReMolved,  That  while  this  Synod  cannot  receive  the  papers  sub- 
mitted by  said  convention,  it  has  no  design  to  shut  out  the  right  of 
petition  or  complaint  in  its  proper  constitutional  form,  but  is  ready 
and  willing  to  consider  any  alleged  grievances,  when  presented  in  the 
proper  way. 

3.  RcMolved,  That  Synod  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  pastoral 
letter,  to  be  addressed  to  the  churches,  touching  the  subject  now 
brought  to  its  knowledge,  and  to  give  proper  counsel  and  advice  in 
reference  to  certain  statements,  which  have  been  published  to  the 
world  in  a  certain  pamphlet,  purporting  to  be  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention  held  in  Meyerstown,  and  to  take  into  consideration  the 
present  posture  of  the  Liturgical  Question  in  the  Reformed  Church. 

4.  Resolved  J  That  this  Synod,  in  thus  pronouncing  the  Meyerstown 
convention  irregular  and  schismatic,  earnestly  and  solemnly  enjoins 
opon  all  the  members  within  her  bounds,  to  abstain  from  attending 
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all  sncb  meetiogs  as  are  calculated  to  interfere  with  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  Ghnrch. 

THOMAS  G.  APPLE,  ^ 

A.  H.  KREMER, 

W.  F.  P.  DAVIS, 

G.  C.  WELKER, 

JOS.  LAUBACH. 


Committee. 


Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  Amos  H.  Kremer, 
and  Elders  Geprge  C.  Welker  and  Joseph  Laubach,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  the  Pastoral  Letter  provided  for  in  the  above 
report.  This  committee  subsequently  reported  the  following,  which 
was  received  and  adopted : 

PASTORAL  LETTER. 

The  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Ghuroh  in  the  United  States 
to  the  churches  under  our  pastoral  guidance  and  care :  Grace  to  you, 
and  peace  from  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

It  has  seemed  good  to  this  Synod,  to  whom  has  been  committed  the 
sacred  trust  of  your  spiritual  guidance  in  things  pertaining  to  salva- 
tion, seeking  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  address  to  you  thb 
Pastoral  Letter,  touching  a  subject  which  nearly  concerns  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  Church.  It  is  known  to  yon,  that  this  ven- 
erable Synod;  in  response  to  the  request  of  the  Glasses  and  the  wishes 
of  the  people,  and  moved  thereto  by  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  His  kingdom, 
years  ago  solemnly  entered  upon  the  work  of  preparing  a  Liturgy,  or 
Order  of  Worship,  which  might  assist  us  in  the  worship  of  the  only 
true  and  living  Gt)d,  according  to  the  directions  of  His  Holy  Word, 
and  the  goodly  example  of  His  holy  Church  in  all  ages.  After  hav- 
ing prepared  this  Liturgy  with  much  diligence  and  care,  and  revised 
it  according  to  the  urgent  request  of  the  Classes,  and  the  direction  of 
the  General  Synod,  it  was  sent  up  to  that  highest  judicatory  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church  in  this  country,  to  do  with  it  what  might 
seem  good  in  its  judgment^  under  the  direction  and  guidance  of  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church 

The  General  Synod  at  its  meeting  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  held  in  No- 
vember and  December,  1866,  adopted  the  following  action,  which  we 
herewith  quote : 

^^  Whereas,  It  is  most  desirable  and  important  that  the  movement 
in  the  Grerman  Reformed  Church,  in  reference  to  Liturgical  Worship, 
should  be  lefb  to  work  out  its  legitimate  results  in  a  free  and  untram- 
melled way;  and  in  view,  moreover,  of  the  fact,  that  the  Western 
Synod  has  not  yet  finished  the  work  which  it  has  in  hand,  and  asks 
still  further  time  for  its  completion — which  in  the  nature  of  the  ease 
precludes  the  possibility  of  referring  the  subject  to  the  Classes  at  the 
present  time ;  therefore^ 
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Reiohed^l.  Thai  the  Weatern  Synod,  in  conformity  with  its  own 
request,  be  authorised  to  continue  its  labors  in  preparing  a  Liturgy. 

Re^oivtd^  2.  That  the  Reviaed  Liturgy  reported  to  this  Synod,  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  of  the  General  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  entitled 
an  Order  of  Worship  for  ike  Re/ormed  Churchy  be,  and  is  hereby 
allowed  as  an  Order  of  Worship  propef  to  be  used  in  the  congrega- 
tions and  families  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

EeMoived,  3.  That  this  action  is  not  designed  to  interfere,  in  any 
way,  with  that  freedom  which  is  now  enjoyed  in  regard  to  the  Liturgy, 
by  all  such  ministers  and  congregations  as  may  not  be  prepared  to  in- 
trodnce  it  in  whole  or  in  part." 

Under  this  action,  to  which  all  our  churches,  ministers,  and  people, 
are  bound  to  render  all  due  respect  and  reyerence,  the  Order  of  Wor- 
sA^  has  gone  forth;  in  the  work  and  mission  thus  assigned  it.  Hav- 
ing been  thus  pronounced  an  Order  of  Worship  proper  to  be  used  in 
the  congregations  and  families  of  the  Reformed.  Church,  our  minis- 
ters Yery  generally  have  received  it  in  this  character,  and  so  far  as 
tbej  deemed  it  prudent,  they  have  pkced  it  before  the  people  and  in- 
troduced it  into  their  churches.  So  far  as  the  facts  in  the  case  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Synod,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that 
the  pastors  within  its  bounds  have  endeavored  faithfully  to  conform 
to  the  action  of  the  General  Synod,  with  a  tender  and  earnest  regard 
to  the  highest  interests  of  the  congregations  and  charges  committed  to 
their  care. 

It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Synod,  however,  that  a  num- 
ber of  the  ministers  and  members  within  its  bounds,  have  differed  in 
their  views  of  the  character  of  this  Order  of  Worship,  from  the  views 
of  thiD  Synod,  and  the  Genera?  Synod.  They  have  regarded  the  Li- 
turgical movement  in  the  Reformed  Church,  which  the  General  Sy- 
Bod  desired  might  be  left  to  "  work  out  its  legitimate  results  in  a  free 
and  antrammelled  way,"  as  a  great  Liturgical  evil.  In  order  to  give 
their  opposition  to  this  movement  greater  power,  they  arranged  to  hold 
a  Convention  of  all  who  were  of  like  mind  with  themselves,  and  they 
accordingly  assembled  at  Meyerstown,  on  the  24th  and  25th  Septem- 
ber last.  In  their  call  for  said  Convention,  they  characterized  this 
movement  as  an  '^  extreme  liturgical  movement,  at  variance  with  the 
le<ritimate  historical  character,  and  the  established  Constitution  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church,"  they  sat  in  judgment  on  the  Order  of 
Worship  which  the  General  Synod  pronounced  proper  to  be  used  in 
oor  congregations  and  families,  and  characterized  it  as  a  book  con- 
taining the  most  dangerous  heresy.  They  adopted  a  series  of  pro- 
positions in  direct  and  flagrant  opposition  to  the  action  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod,  and  presented  their  petition  to  this  Synod,  that  it  would  in- 
terfere, and  arrest  the  use  of  the  liturgy  in  the  form  in  which,  by 
permission  of  the  General  Synod,  it  has  gone  forth  to  the  churches. 

This  Synod,  after  duly  examining  the  proceedings  of  this  Conven- 
tion, refused  to  recognize  this  body,  and  regarded  it  as  having  en- 
tered upon  an  unwise,  dangerous,  and  schismatic  course  of  action  in 
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relation  to  the  Oharoh.     It  pronounced  this  judgment  upont,  and 
enjoined  upoi)  them  not  to  assemble  in  such  conyentions,  calculated 
to  endanger  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Church,  in  time  to  come. 

Our  Pastoral  letter^  therefore,  naturally  assumes  the  form  of  an  ad- 
monition, first  of  all,  to  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  calling  and 
gathering  this  irregular  meeting.  We  solemnly  warn  them  to  beware 
of  the  danger  of  sinning  against  the  unity  of  the  Church,  and  in  any 
way  doing  what  may  serve  to  introduce  strife  and  division  among  our 
churches  and  people.  Many  of  those,  who  signed  the  call  for  the 
Convention,  and  many  who  attended  it,  did  these  things,  doubtless, 
without  being  conscious  of  the  grievous  wrong  to  which  they  were 
committing  themselves,  without  intending  to  array  themselves  irregu- 
larly against  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Church.  Warning 
them  of  the  danger  to  which  they  have  exposed  themselves,  and  affec- 
tionately admonishing  them  to  abstain  from  all  similar  action  in  the 
time  to  come,  this  Synod  nevertheless  concedes  to  them  the  right  at 
all  times  to  present  in  an  orderly  and  constitutional  way^  any  grie- 
vances of  which  they  may  desire  to  complain. 

In  reference  now  to  the  use  of  the  Order  of  Worship  in  our  churches 
and  families,  this  Synod  must  first  of  all  remind  all,  to  whom  this  let- 
ter may  come,  that  it  has  no  power  or  right  to  legislate  on  the  subject, 
but  yields  all  due  reverence  and  obedience  to  that  higher  Judicatory 
of  the  Church,  the  General  Synod,  in  the  action  it  has  already  taken. 
The  matter  has  been  committed  to  the  prudence  and  judgment  of  the 
ministers  and  charges  within  our  bounds.  They  are  to  be  the  judges, 
in  their  several  spheres,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  use 
the  liberty  granted  to  them  by  the  General  Synod,  in  reference  to  the 
use  they  may  see  proper  to  make  of  the  Order  of  Worship.  If  there  are 
any  ministers  and  charges,  who  ^ay  decline,  in  the  way  in  which 
they  are  accustomed  to  regulate  their  congregational  affairs,  to  use  the 
Order  of  Worship,  in  whole  or  in  part,  this  Synod  lays  no  burden 
upon  them.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they,  in  the  same  manner,  desire 
and  conclude  to  use  the  Order  of  Worship,  this  Synod  not  only  re- 
cognizes their  full  right  so  to  do,  but  rejoices  that  the  book  which  it 
has  prepared  with  so  much  labor  and  diligence,  meets  with  such  fa- 
vorable acceptance  at  their  hands.  For,  while  we  would  not  inter- 
vene to  interfere  with  that  full  freedom,  which  has  been  allowed  to 
all  the  churches,  in  reference  to  this  matter^  yet  it  ought  not  to  be 
supposed  that  we  are  unconcerned  or  indifferent  to  the  favor 
with  which  the  Liturgy  may  be  received  by  our  pastors  and  people. 
The  book  is  a  product  of  this  Synod,  brought  forth  with  long  and 
patient  labor,  and  baptized  with  our  prayers,  and  we  cannot  but 
heartily  rejoice  in  God,  if  it  prove  in  the  end,  to  be  the  blessed  means 
of  promoting  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  advancement  and  prosperity  of 
the  Church. 

At  the  same  time,  while  we  cannot  legislate  on  this  subject,  we  re- 
commend to  all  pastors  and  charges,  to  endeavor,  in  the  fear  of  God, 
to  exercise  all  proper  prudence  and  care  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
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use  the  liberty  granted  to  them  by  the  (General  Syood.  We  tffec- 
tionately  exhort  them,  in  all  their  prooeediDgs,  to  keep  steadily  before 
them  the  glory  of  Qod  and  the  best  interests  of  the  Ghnreh  of  Jeana 
Christ.  Knowing  that  the  moTement  in  reference  to  liturgieal  wor- 
nhip  in  OUT  Ghorch,  is  one  in  which  there  prevails,  ^ery  naturally,  di- 
Yersity  of  sentiment  and  feeling,  we  earnestly  enjoin  apon  all,  '*  low* 
lioess  and  meekness,  with  long-sufferingi  forbearing  one  another  in 
loye ;  endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace."  Especially  do  we  commend  to  the  several  congregations  and 
charges,  each  to  mind  their  own  affidn,  not  to  intermeddle  with  mat- 
ters which  do  not  properly  come  under  their  jurisdiction,  and  thus 
seek  to  preserve  and  maintain  unity  and  peace. 

We  deem  it  proper  to  state  dearlv,  in  this  connection,  that  the  pre- 
sent allowed  use  of  the  Liturgy  is  only  preliminary  to  the  action  which 
the  Church  will  be  called  upon  in  the  end,  to  take  with  reference  to 
the  adoption  of  a  Liturgy.  Before  such  adoption  can  finally  take 
pkce,  such  Liturgy  will  have  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  General  Synod 
and  sent  down  to  the  different  Glasses  for  their  action.  Through  these 
channels  the  people  will  have  the  liberty  of  expressing  their  wishes 
and  feelings  in  the  matter.  In  a  question  of  so  great  importance,  the 
Chnrch  has  believed,  that  there  should  be  no  undue  haste,  but  full 
time  allowed,  in  order  that  the  action,  in  the  end,  may  be  taken  with 
full  consultation  with  our  people,  and  prove  to  be  wise  and  prudent 
in  reference  to  all  the  interests  involved.  Even  though,  for  the  pre- 
sent, we  may  be  called  to  pass  through  some  oonflict,  yet  we  deem  that 
in  the  end  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  Ghurch  will  best  be  pro- 
moted in  this  way. 

We  have  gf^eat  reason  to  thank  Gk>d  for  the  wonderful  evidence  of 
His  care  over  us  in  the  history  of  our  Ghurch  in  this  New  World, 
and  for  the  great  prosperity  which  He  has  graciously  vouchsafed  unto 
03,  in  all  the  trials  and  difficulties  through  which  we  have  been  safely 
glided  and  led.  The  solemn  and  important  questions  which  have 
agitated  us,  and  which  now  challenge  our  earnest  and  prayerful  atten- 
tion, are  questions  which  concern  the  most  vital  interests  of  Chris- 
tianity in  our  own  Church  and  in  the  world.  The  liturgical  move- 
ment in  which  we  are  called  to  act,  is  a  movement  which,  in  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,  and  the  history  of  the  Ghurch,  has  come  upon  us  in 
6Qch  a  way  as  to  merit  oar  most  earnest  attention.  It  is  of  interest 
not  only  to  ourselves  as  a  Church,  but  to  the  Christian  world  around 
ua.  Although  it  has  been  made  the  occasion  of  some  difference  and 
strife,  yet  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  God  has  made  it  to  be  a 
blessing  already  to  our  religious  life.  It  is  not  unnatural,  or  unusual, 
that  the  onward  progress  of  the  Church  should  be  attended  with  oom- 
Qotion.  It  has  been  so  in  all  the  ages  past.  Some  of  the  very  great- 
est productions  of  the  Church,  as,  for  instance,  the  Nicene  and  Ath- 
anasian  Creeds,  were  given  to  us  in  the  midst  of  terrible  convulsions, 
and  baptized  in  the  midst  of  the  fiercest  strife. 
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And  now,  in  this  modern  age,  and  the  new  stadiom  of  Christianity 
to  whicb  we  have  come  in  the  Protestant  Chnrch,  and  especially  in 
yiew  of  the  serious  evils  of  sect  and  sobism,  and  alarming  heresies 
that  prevail,  we  should  feel  encouraged  to  go  forward  in  the  good 
work  to  which  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  has  called  ua.  Let  ns 
have  faith  to  believe,  that  through  present  travail  the  excellency  and 
glory  of  the  Church  will  be  made  to  appear^  and  the  kingdom  of  God 
established  through  all  the  earth. 

Finally,  this  Synod  herewith  sends  to  the  churches,  the  pastors, 
elders,  deacons,  and  people  under  its  care,  its  Christian  salutation  and 
benediction. 

"  Peace  to  the  brethren,  and  love  with  faith  from  God  the  Father 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Grace  be  with  all  them  that  love  oar 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity.     Amen.'' 

T.  G.  APPLE, 

J.  W.  NEVIN, 

A.  H.  KREMER,    y  Committee. 

G.  C.  WELKER, 

JOS.  LAUBACH,  J 

Baltimore,  Md  ,  October  26th,  1867. 
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ER,    . 


The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  presiding  and  recording  officers  of  Synod  be  in- 
structed to  issue  the  Pastoral  Letter  to  the  churches,  with  their  names 
officially  attached,  in  the  form  of  a  circular,  for  general  distribation 
among  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  pastors,  in  connection  with  this  Synod. 
be  directed  to  read  the  letter  to  their  people  from  the  pulpit. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  offered  immediately 
after  the  foregoing  action  was  taken  : 

Whersas,  The  General  Synod,  at  its  late  sessions  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
ordained,  that  the  ^^  Order  of  Worship  for  the  Reformed  Church  be, 
and  hereby  is  allowed  as  an  order  of  worship  proper  to  be  used  in  the 
congregations  and  families  of  the  Church/'  and,  whereas,  the  same 
Synod  conditioned  the  above  action,  by  expressly  declaring,  ''that  this 
action  is  not  designed  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  that  freedom  which 
is  now  enjoyed  in  regard  to  the  Liturgy  by  all  such  ministers  and 
congregations  as  may  not  be  prepared  to  introduce  it  in  whole  or  in 
part."  And,  whereas,  confusion  and  strife  have  been  introduced  into 
some  of  our  congregations,  because  the  conditions  allowing  its  intro- 
duction by  Synod,  have  not  been  uniformly  observed  by  all  ministers 
and  congregations  in  its  use.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  recommend  to  all  ministers  and  congre- 
gations, before  using  this  Order  of  Worship,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in 
congregational  worship,  first  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  a  majority  of 
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the  CoDsifltory  of  the  congregation,  into  which  it  maj  be  attempted  to 
be  introdaced,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  same,  called  for  such  pur* 
pose. 

To  the  foregoing,  the  following  waa  offered  as  a  substitute : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod,  the  Greneral  Synod, 
Id  allowing  the  ^^  Order  of  Worship"  as  a  book  proper  to  be  used  by 
the  congregations  of  the  Reformed  Church,  did  not  contemplate,  nor 
U  it  the  wish  of  this  Synod  to  force  it  upon  the  people. 

To  this  also  the  following  resolution  was  offered  as  a  substitute. 

Resolvedy  That  the  attention  of  the  pastors  and  congregations  be 
specially  called  to  the  conditions  on  which  the  General  Synod  sub- 
mitted the  Revised  Liturgy  to  the  people  for  optional  use. 

The  preamble  and  the  successive  resolutions  were  all  laid  on  the 
table,  by  the  following  vote  of  Yeas  and  Najfs : 

YecLs. — J.  Beck,  I.  S.  Weiss^  I.  K.  Loos,  J.  Laubach,  J.  Knecht, 
J.  Lerch,  T.  S.  Johnston,  J.  P.  Stein,  D.  B.  Albright,  H.  Wagner,  J. 
E.  Hiester,  D.  Hoffman,  J.  0.  Miller,  W.  K.  Zieber,  J.  A.  Hoffheins, 
S.  Wetxel,  W.  A.  Wilt,  P.  Stambaugh,  D.  Wolff,  J.  Ingold,  D.  G. 
Brigonier,  H.  Wissler,  W.  J.  Hensell,  W.  E.  Krebs,  A.  C.  Whitmer, 
E.  £.  Higbee,  S.  N.  Callender,  T.  G.  Apple,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  D.  B. 
Martin,  J.  H.  Dubbs,  G.  W.  Anghinbaugh,  £.  Hartranft,  T.  B.  Hil- 
legas,  J.  W.  Nevin,  A.  H.  Kremer,  W.  H.  FI.  Snyder,  D.  W.  Gross, 
W.  M.  Nevb,  J.  H.  Apple,  W.  C  Houpt,  C.  Fullmer,  G.  B.  Russell, 
C.  R.  Dieffenbacher,  F.  Pilgram,  J.  L.  Leberman,  L.  C.  Sheip,  J.  K. 
Millet,  D.  G.  Klein,  J.  Zeller,  S.  Kryder,  M.  Brown,  J.  Steiner,  N. 
E.  Gilds,  F.  Achey,  J.  Shreiner,  J.  Dahlman,  Sen.,  W.  Sorber,  0. 
vSantee,  H.  Moeser,  W.  C.  Gremer,  S.  S.  Miller,  D.  Eschbach,  and  G. 
(\  Welker.    Total  Yeas,  64. 

N^iii/8. — D.  Dunn,  F.  A.  Rupley,  J.  Wiest,  J.  Smith,  A.  W.  Meyers, 
and  L.  Balliet.     Total  Nayn,  6.  • 

Xm  liquet— N.  Gehr,  J.  G.  Wiehle.     Total  Xon  Uquet,  2. 


At  the  close  of  the  action  of  Synod,  adopting  the  report  of  the 
committee,  to  whom  the  documents  from  the  Meyerstown  Conventiou 
had  been  referred.  Elder  John  Wiest  asked  and  obtained  permission 
to  explain  his  relations  to  the  said  Meyerstown  Convention.  This 
called  forth  a  series  of  counter  explanations  from  congregations,  to 
which  Elder  John  Wiest  had  directly  referred  in  his  remarks. 


Just  before  the  close  of  the  sessions  of  Synod,  Elders  Andrew  W. 
Meyers  and  John  Wiest  gave  notice  to  Synod,  that  they  purposed 
carrying  up  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  papers  from  the  Meyerstown 
ronvention,  to  the  General  Synod,  by  way  of  complaint.  The  same 
committee  was  appointed  to  defend  the  position  of  this  Synod«  before 
the  General  Synod,  in  the  case  of  this  complaint,  which  was  appointed 
for  a  similar  purpose  in  the  case  of  the  proposed  appeal  of  the  Clamis 
of  Philadelphia.  _ 
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ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  bear  the  action  of  Synod  to  the  family  of  the  Key. 
Dr.  Samnel  Helffenst^in,  deceased,  in  reference  to  his  death,  and  to 
represent  it  at  his  funeral.  It  was  reported  that  this  duty  had  been 
attended  to. 


The  Committee  to  prepare  a  Digest  of  the  Proceedings  of  Synod, 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  to  prepare  a  Digest  of  the  Proceedings  of  Synod^ 
respectfully  report: 

That  some  attention  has  been  giyen  to  the  subject  entrusted  to  them, 
during  the  year,  but  no  essential  progress  has  been  made.  As  the 
duty  assigned  to  the  committee  will  be  attended  with  much  labor,  and 
require  considerable  time  to  perform  it  properly,  the  Chairman  would 
respectfully  remind  the  Synod  of  the  condition  on  which  he  agreed,  a 
few  years  ago,  to  continue  to  occupy  his  position,  and  that  is,  that  the 
committee  be  not  formally  called  upon  from  year  to  year  for  a  report, 
but  that  they  be  allowed  to  report  whenever  they  are  prepared  to  do 
so.  Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  R.  FISHER,  Chatrman. 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  last  year  to  devise  some 
definite  plan  of  action  for  this  Synod,  in  regard  to  a  Female  Seminary, 
on  the  principle  of  individual  enterprise,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  by  Synod,  at  its  last  annual  sessions,  '^  to 
devise  some  definite  plan  of  action  for  Synod,  in  regard  to  a  Female 
College,  on  the  principle  of  individunl  enterprise,  and  to  make  efforts 
to  select  a  suitable  place,  and  secure  a  proper  person  for  the  establish- 
ment of  such  Seminary,"  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

Your  committee  has  not  been  unmindful  of  the  duty  assigned  it. 
In  April  last^  we  met  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  devise  the  neces- 
sary ways  and  means  of  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  Synod.  After 
an  earnest  consideration  of  the  entire  interest  committed  to  our  charge, 
in  view  especially  of  the  difficulties  that  must  environ  any  plan,  based 
on- the  principle  of  individual  enterprise,  in  which  only  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  contract  is  represented,  your  committee  thought  it  best 
to  instruct  their  chairman  to  invite,  through  the  columns  of  the  ^^  Re- 
formed* Church  Messenger,"  proposals  for  the  location  and  establish-  ' 
ment  of  the  contemplated  Female  College.  Tour  committee  flattered 
themselves,  that  the  difficulties  alluded  to  above,  might,  in  this  way, 
be  obviated,  and  the  enterprise  be  successfully  inaugurated  at  an 
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early  day.  Besides,  by  thus  appealing  to  the  Charch  at  large,  and 
laying  the  responsibility  of  the  success  or  fail  are  of  this  whole  raoTe- 
ment  at  her  door,  Synod  could  not  be  justly  charged  with  any  dere- 
liction of  duty  in  the  matter. 

Your  committee  regret  to  report,  that  no  definite  response  to  the 
appeal  of  our  chairman  has  been  receiTod.  Several  persons,  deeply 
interested  in  the  cause  of  Female  education,  held  the  subject  under 
advisement  for  some  time,  but  failed  in  the  end,  to  see  their  way  clear 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  enterprise. 

Your  committee,  however,  take  pleasure  in  reporting,  that  there  are 
now  two  Female  Seminaries  in  successful  operation  within  the  limits 
of  our  Church,  inviting  her  patronage.  One  of  these,  located  in  Al- 
lentowD,  Pa.,  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  venerable  East  PennsyU 
Taoia  Clas^is;  the  other,  an  iodividuai  enterprise,  located  in  Frederick 
county,  Md.,  is  owned  and  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Geo.  Lewis  Staley, 
the  well-known  former  principal  of  Mt.  Washington  Female  College. 
Both  of  these  Seminaries,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  might 
receive  Synod ical  sanction,  and  thus  be  recommended  to  the  patronage 
of  the  Church.  The  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the 
following  action : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  consist  of 
two  ministers  and  one  elder,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  above- 
named  Female  Seminaries,  during  the  current  Synodical  year,  for  the 
parpose  of  ascertaining  their  condition,  and  the  terms  on  which  they 
are  willing  to  place  themselves  under  the  care  of  Synod,  said  commit- 
tee to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  AUGHINBAUGH,  Chairman. 

Rev.  George  W.  Aughinbaugh,  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  and  Elder 
Charles  San^,  were  appointed  the  committee  called  for  in  the  above 

report 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  last  annual  Synod  to  report  to  this 
Synod  on  the  propriety  of  organizing  a  Business  Convention  of  Lay* 
men,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  York,  on  the  subject  of 
providing  for  the  organization  of  a  Business  Convention  of  Laymen, 
or  a  Board  of  Finance,  to  manage  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Synod, 
respectfully  report: 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  considerable  attention  daring  the 
paet  year,  but  do  not  see  their  way  clear  to  propose  any  definite  plan 
for  the  adoption  of  this  body.  The  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
the  proposed  organization,  are  very  great,  and  the  adoption  of  such  a 
scheme  would  seriously  conflict  with  existing  arrangements  of  Synod. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion,  that  the  desirable  end  in  view,  of 
securing  ample  means  for  prosecuting  the  benevolent  enterprises  of 
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the  Church,  can  he  hetter  promoted  hj  the  general  introdaction  of  the 
ApoBtolic  custom  of  alms-giving  at  every  regular  Lord's  day  service, 
the  proceeds  to  he  devoted  to  fttrictlj  benevolent  purposes.  All  that 
remains  to  be  done,  in  view  of  the  case,  is  for  this  Synod  to  provide 
for  the  efficient  operation  of  the  general  scheme  of  alms-giving  recom- 
mended by  the  General  Synod^  and  already  adopted  by  this  body. 

Having  done  all  that  we  weie  able  to  do  in  the  premises,  we  respect- 
fully ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  VVIEST,  Chairman. 


The  Classis  of  Lebanon,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  requested  Synod  U*  take  iulo  consideration  the  propriety 
of  restoring  the  Apostolic  office  of  Doaconesses.     It  was 

Resolved : — That  the  subject  be  reserred  to  a  committee  of  seven, 
with  instructions  to  report  at  tiie  next  annual  sessions  of  Synod.     This 
committee  consists  of  the  Rev  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  Dr.  John  H.  A 
Bomberger,  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh,  Frederick  A.  Rupley,  Dr.  Daniel 
Zacharias,  and  £lders  Daniel  \V.  Gross  and  John  Wicst. 

As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  a  statement  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  Orphans'  Home,  formerly  located  at 
Bridesburg,  Pa.  The  statement  was  referred  to  a  Committee  consist- 
ing of  the  Rev.  George  B  Russell,  Isaac  K.  Loos,  and  Elder  John 
Wiest. 

The  interests  of  the  Orphans*  Home,  about  being  establbhed  near 
Butler,  Pa  ,  were  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

This  Committee  submitted  the  following  report;  which  was  received 
and  adopted  : 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  several  items  in 
regard  to  the  Orphan  Homes  of  our  Church,  would*  respectfully 
report : 

That,  inasmuch  as  the  whole  subject  has  been  already  brought 
before  the  Church  by  this  Synod  and  the  General  Synod,  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  enter  into  an  extended  report  on  the  subject. 

They  beg  leave,  however,  to  incorporate  the  Letter  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  ^'  The  Hume  of  the  Shepherd  of  the  Lambs." 
in  order  to  bring  that  interest  in  its  present  aspect  before  the  Charcb. 

To  the  Sj/nod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  convened  tn  Balti- 
more^ Md.      FaTHEIIH  ANO  BaETHREN  : — 

The  Board  of  Managers  cif  "The  Orphans'  Home  of  the  Shep- 
herd of  the  Lambs"  deem  it  doe  to  you,  and  to  the  congregations 
which  you  represent,  to  submit  a  statement  of  the  institution  under 
their  care.     It  has  been  felt  for  some  time  past,  that  the  Home  ought 
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to  be  removed  to  a  more  enitable  place.  Bridesburg  is  not  sufficiently 
easy  of  access,  it  is  not  in  the  heart  of  the  Church.  Besides,  the 
bnildings  are  not  adapted  for  the  wants  of  an  Orphans'  Home.  Afler 
radeavoring,  for  more  than  a  year  past,  to' secure  a  more  suitable 
property,  the  Board  at  length  purchased  the  "  South  Mountain  Spring" 
property  near  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  for  the  sum  of  $33,000.  It  is  located 
at  the  foot  of  the  South  Mountain,  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
Lebanon  Valley  Railroad.  Its  health-giving  water  and  mountain  air 
have  acquired  a  national  reputation.  The  buildings  arc  large,  con- 
taiaing  some  fifty  rooms.  The  property  is  located  in  one  of  the  most 
populous  Reformed  districts  in  Pennsylvania — among  a  people  who 
Lave  already  shown  the  liveliest  sympathy  for  this  Home  and  its  in- 
mates. 

About  $10,000  has  been  secured  since  the  purchase  of  the  New 
Home,  with  which  the  first  payment  has  been  liquidated.  If  we  can 
succeed  in  disposing  of  our  property  at  Bridesburg  to  advantage,  we  will 
be  able  to  reduce  our  liabilities  to  about  $15,000.  We  now  have  one 
hundred  orphans  in  the  Home,  and  ten  persons  to  attend  to  them.  In  a 
few  months  the  number  of  orphans  will  be  increased  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one.  With  heavy  current  expenses,  and  a  large  debt,  the  liabili- 
ties of  the  Home  may  seem  threatening.  Yet,  we  take  pleasure  in  stating, 
that  the  Board  breathes  easily  under  its  burden.  Whilst  none  of  its  mem- 
bers have  any  taste  for  debts, per  se,  they  derive  unminglcd  pleasure  from 
the  willing  hearts  and  liberal  hands  which  so  cheerfully  help  to  bear 
and  pay  theirs.  We  have  bought  this  property,  not  for  ourselves,  but 
for  the  Church.  It  is  to  furnish  a  Home  for  the  fatherless.  Our 
Sayiour  is  their  Father.  In  his  name  we  "  take  them  in.''  In  his 
name  we  appeal  to  all  Christian  people  for  help.  The  Church  is  the 
mother  of  us  all — the  mother  of  these  orphans.  Her  heart  is  moved 
with  tender  pity  for  them.  Here^  in  this  beautiful  mountain  Home, 
Bhe  affords  them  her  nursing  ministrations,  presses  their  parentless 
hearts  to  her  warm  bosom,  and  rocks  them  to  their  nightly  rest  by 
chanting  the  lullabies  of  a  blessed  immortality.  '^  Can  a  woman  forget 
her  sucking  child?"  Can  the  Church  forget  her  orphans?  Can 
Christ's  people  turn  Him  away  empty  from  their  doors,  in  the  persons 
of  these  "little  ones  ?" 

We  commend  our  Home i/our  Home  to  your  charitable  sym- 
pathy and  prayers.  Come  and  taste  the  sweetness  of  loving  and  liv- 
ing for  those,  who  are,  in  a  preeminent  sense,  children  in  Christ's 
8tead.  Their  presence  is  redolent  with  the  fragrance  of  Eden.  "  I 
say  unto  you,  that  in  heaven  their  angels  do  always  behold  the  face 
of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  Their  prayers  are  a  perpetual 
benediction  upon  those  who  love  them. 
Tours  respectfully, 
B.  BAUSMAN,  President  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  item  in  regard  to  the  St.  PauFs  Orphan  Home  at  Butler,  Pa., 
^cently  established  by  the  brethren  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  calls 
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for  no  direct  or  spedal  action  at  this  time,  except  to  endorse  that  in- 
stitution with  the  approbation  of  the  Synod. 
We  append  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved: — That  the  eridence  of  the  working  power  of  our 
holy  religion  in  the  establishment  of  the  several  Orphan  Homes,  in 
different  parts  of  the  Church,  is  a  healthful  sign  of  practical  piety 
among  our  people,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  they  are  brought  by  our 
excellent  system  of  faith. 

2.  Resolved : — That  with  devout  thankfulness  to  the  Father  of  tbe 
fatherless,  this  Synod  rejoices  in  the  degree  of  success  hitherto  crown- 
ing the  efforts  of  faithful  brethren  in  behalf  of  this  blessed  work }  and 
that  the  sacred  cause  of  the  orphan  be  again  most  heartily  commended 
to  the  favorable  attention  and  fostering  care  of  the  Church  in  general. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  B.  RUSSELL,  Chairman. 

The  following  statement  was  received  from  the  Trustees  of  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall  College,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nomina- 
tions : 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Synod  in  session  at  Baltimore, 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report  to  Synod,  that  the  term  of 
offices  of  the  following  named  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
*  Franklin  and  Marshall  College:  Messrs.  Henry  Wirt,  W.  H.  Law- 
all,  and  Thomas  E.  Franklin,  will  expire  in  the  course  of  the  current 
ecclesiastical  year,  and  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  Synod  to  take  action 
in  reference  to  it.  The  undersigned  would  respectfully  suggest,  that 
the  interests  of  the  Institution  require,  in  the  judgment  of  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  that  these  gentlemen  be  re  elected. 

BERNARD  C.  WOLFF, 

Secretary  of  the  Board, 

In  connection  with  the  election  for  delegates  to  Corresponding 
Bodies  and  members  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary,  the  following  persons  were  elected  Trustees 
of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  for  a  term  of  ten  years,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board :  Thomas  E.  Franklin,  Esq.,  of 
Lancaster,  Pa  ,  William  H.  Lawall,  Esq.,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  and  Henry 
Wirt,  Esq.,  of  Hanover,  Pa. 

The  following;  statement  was  received  from  the  Society  of  Guardians 
for  the  relief  of  Ministers  and  their  widows,  read  and  ordered  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  minutes : 

BELIEF  FUND. 

The  Society  of  Guardians  *  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their 
Widows,  begs  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  statement  of 
its  financial  condition  to  the  Synod : 

The  funds  invested  amount  to  $6,200.00  3  balance  in  the  hands  of 
\he  Treasurer;  $325.92 ;  total,  $6,525.92. 
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The  Society  consists  of  nxteen  members,  who  contribute  annually 
the  earn  of  Three  dollars ;  and  of  fifteen  life-members,  who  have  be- 
come snch  by  the  payment  at  one  time  of  nxty-five  dollars. 
Annual  appropriations  are  made  to  the  relief  of  three  widows. 
Kespectfully  submitted^ 

E.  V.  GERHART,  Preiident. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  submitted  their  report  on  the 
fourth  day  of  the  sessions,  which  was  received  and  adopted.  The 
election  was  ordered  to  take  place  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  day  of 
the  sessions,  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  The  Stated  Clerk  was 
instructed  to  have  the  necessary  number  of  copies  of  the  nominations 
printed  for  the  use  of  Synod.  The  election  was  held  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed. Rev.  William  F.  Colliflower  and  Elder  Darius  S.  Dieffen- 
Wher  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  them, 
and  reported  the  result. 

The  Historical  Society  held  its  anniversary  on  Friday  evening  of 
the  sessions.  The  annual  address  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  R.  Fisher,  detailing  a  history  of  the  Publication  efforts  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  A  communication  was  published  in  the  ^^Aroerican 
Church  Missionary  Register,"  for  February,  1867,  which  the  Editors 
state  was  furnished  by  '^  an  eminent  cletgyman  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church,"  in  which  the  following  language  occurs: 

^^  To  characterize  this  school  [the  Mercersburg  school  of  Theology] 
ID  its  latest  developments  by  one  phrase,  it  is  ultra  high  church.  Its 
most  distinctive  tenets  are :  a  vicarious  churchism ;  the  ministry  a 
vicarious  priesthood;  the  Lord's  Supper  a  sort  of  spiritus-mystical 
ooDsubstantiation;  baptism  the  supernatural  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
for  effecting  full  regeneration,  and  corresponding  tenets.  As  the  re- 
sult of  the  Liturgical  movement,  carried  forward  under  the  plastic 
ptwer  of  such  influences,  an  Order  of  Worship  was  submitted  to  the 
General  Synod  of  the  Church,  held  a  few  weeks  ago  in  Dayton,  Ohio, 
vhich  is  the  natural  outgrowth  of  these  fundamental  principles.'' 
And, 

Whereas,  The  allegations  here  made,  as  well  as  some  others  con- 
tained in  the  same  article,  greatly  misrepresent  the  position  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  ministry  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  also  of  the 
Hjnod  and  Church  itself,  under  whose  special  supervision  and  direction 
the  Order  of  Worship  here  denounced,  was  prepared,  and  by  which 
also  its  optional  use  has  been  allowed;  therefore, 

Retolvedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  who  shall  take 
measures  to  ascertain  the  author  of  the  communication  from  which 
the  above  quotation  is  made. 
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Kr.<oivftfy  Tbatf  in  tbe  judgmeDt  of  ibis  Synod,  the  Editora  of  tue 
^'Amorican  Obnrch  Missionary  Register/'  in  so  willingly  lending  their 
oolumn8,  as  their  own  statement  implies,  for  the  publication  of  an  ar- 
tioKn  which,  to  say  the  least,  reflects  so  seriously  upon  a  sister  deno- 
ui illation,  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  Christian  courtesy  highly 
oi>u»urabie  in  the  judgment  of  all  honorable  and  right-thinking  men. 

IU>v.  l>r.  (Samuel  K.  Fbher^  Samuel  H.  Giesy,  and  Elder  Charles 
Snutot",  wvre  appointed  the  committee  called  for  in  the  first  of  the 
tor\'^\Hiig  rtwolulioiis. 


ARTICLE  XXn. 

KKi^UMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

Th^  tol lowing  recii>lutiou:»  were  adopted: 

A\v« '/{<</,  TUiit  the  warmest  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to 
\\w  (K^Htvu^  »ik)  uieuibers  of  the  Third  Reformed  Church,  and  all  the 
othor  Uctoriue\i  wiigrv^tioiis  and  citisens  of  the  city  oS  Baltimore, 
tor  tho  kiuv)  aud  hvv<piuhle  entertainment  giren  to  its  delegates  during 
it^  auiiui^l  H^.viious  amoug  them,  and  that  we  invoke  the  continued 
hUH<4»iii>:«  of  lUvAYcu  u|K>n  them. 

A\<tv'«i^'^«  That  the  pa:$cor$  be  ic^quested  to  read  the  above  resola- 
tiou  to  tho  (HK>p)e,  aud  aW  to  have  it  inserted  in  the  papers  of  the 

cUv. 

Vok<^/*vi/,  Th»t  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  requested  to  tender 
the  th^iik^i  of  thist  SyuvhI  li>  the  Superintendents  of  the  different  rail- 
n»a\l^v  who  hAve  (H^rmitcod  its  delegates  to  pass  over  their  several  roads 
at  r\HlwoiHl  tare* 


The  Roll  w:k^  ealUnU  &nd  the  following  persons  were  found  absent 
without  neruiissiou:  Rev.  Samuel  Philips,  John  F.  Bnsche,  N.  S. 
Allor,  and  KUWr*  l>auiel  Sm;ilL  Jot^eph  Coover,  Frederick  Hyle,  Da- 
vid Aumndt,  l^vivi  R  Martin.  Daniel  Heitshu,  Darius  S.  Dieffen- 
bachcr,  Oivrge  0.  AVelker  and  Michael  Brown. 

The  Minutes  were  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
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ARTICLE  XXIII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Resolved^  That  we  adjourn,  to  meet  again  in  the  German  Reformed 
Chorch  at  Hagerstown,  Washington  county,  Md.,  on  Wednesday, 
October  21st,  A.  D.,  1868,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Synod  was  dismissed  with  singing,  the  repetition  of  the  Apos- 
tles* Creed,  and  the  Apostolic  benediction  by  the  President. 

SAMUEL  N.  CALLENDER,  PreMenL 
SAMUEL  R.  FISHER,  Stated  Clerk, 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

SAMUEL  R.  FISHER,  Stated  Ckrk, 
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One  Hundred  and  TwentjfSeeond  Annual  SeaaUmt, 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


SYNOD 


OF  THS 


dcrman  licf^rmetl  (Ehtttflt 


IN  THS 


UNITED   STj^TES, 


AT 


HagerstowDy  Md.,  October,  1868 


PHILADELPHIA: 

JAS.  a  B0D0SB8  00.,  PRINTERS,  62  A  M  NORTH  BIZTH  STREET. 

1868. 


riB.Tv/rTv^-ATA. 


ART.  I.   Opkninq  of  Synod. 

ART.  II.  Members  Present. 

ART.  III.   Election  of  Officers. 

ART.  IV.   Rules  of  Order. 

ART.  V.   Appointment  of  Standing  Committees. 

1.  On  Minutes  of  S^nod. 

2.  On  Overtures. 

3.  On  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches. 

4.  On  Afinutes  of  Classes, 

6.  On  Examination,  Licensure^  and  Ordination, 

H.  On  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports, 

7.  On  the  Tlieological  Seminary. 

8.  On  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions. 

9.  On  Finance. 

10.  On  Nominations. 

11.  On  Publication. 

ART.  VI.  Communications. 
ART.  VII.  Minutes  op  Synod. 
ART.  VIII.  Overtures. 

ART.  IX.  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches. 
ART.  X.  Minutes  of  Classes. 

ART.  XI.   Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 
ART.  XII.  Religion  and  Morals. 
ART.  XI 11.  Theological  Seminary. 
ART.  XIV.  Missions. 
ART.  XV.  Finance. 
ART.  XVI.   Appeals  and  References. 
ART.  XVII.  Complaints- 
art.  XVIII.  Sunday  Schools. 
ART.  XIX.  Publication. 
ART.  XX.  Church  Gotkrnmrnt. 
ART.  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 
ART.  XXII.  Resumption  and  Closx. 
ART.  XXIII.   Adjournment. 


One  Hundred  and  Tweniy^Seeand  Annuai  SewUms* 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  m  the  United  StatcSy 
convened  tn  the  First  Reformed  Church,  Hagentousn,  Washington 
County,  Maryland^  in  the  month  of  October^  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty-Eight.  The  ses- 
»ions  continued  from  the  evening  of  the  Tu^e^y^FirH  to  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Thirtieth  day  of  the  month,  inclutive. 


ARTICLE  I. 
OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 


The  sessions  were  opened  with  singing  and  prayer  bj  the  Presi* 
dent,  the  Key.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  ptior  to  which  a  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  George  L.  Staley,  from  Luke  zxii.  29.  ^^And 
I  appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom^  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  unto 


me. 


ARTICLE .  II 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.    FROM  THE  0LASSI8  OF   EAST  PENNSTLVANIA. 

Rey.  J.  C.  Julias  Kurtz,  Martin  A.  Smith,  Robert  Lisburger'^  and 
Isaac  R.  Loos. 

Elders.  Hon.  Joseph  Laubach,  Samuel  Rem',  Daniel  Knauss,  and 
J.  J.  Hoffman.' 

n.   FROM   THE  GLA8SI8  OF  LEBANON. 

Rey.  Benjamin  Bansman,  Samuel  Miller,  Daniel  Y.  Heisler*,  and 
Jacob  Klein. 
Eiders.    John  Heilman  and  Christian  D.  Zehring. 

1  Wm  laeoeeded  hj  the  Re?.  John  B«6k,  on  the  morning  of  the  foarth  day  of  the 
■Msioni. 

>  Wm  ezenied  for  ahtenoOy  on  aeooani  of  lioknesty  on  the  erening  of  the  serenth 
day  of  the  lessions* 

*  Took  hii  teat  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  leBsioni. 

*  Wai  excused  for  abience,  oa  aooovnt  of  lieknesfi  on  the  erening  of  the  tixtb  da* 
•f  the  eetfiont. 


12 

in.  FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  ZION. 

Rev.  Dayid  W.  Wolff,  William  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Ephraim  Kieffer, 
and  Daniel  Gring.^ 

Elders,  William  A.  Wilt,  Jacob  Ditzler,  Jacob  Frownfelter,  and 
John  P.  Hassler.* 

IV.   FBOM  THE  CLASSIS   OF   MARYLAND. 

Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D J,  Edwin  R.  Eschbach,  John  S.  Foulk, 
John  M.  TitzeU  asd  George  L.  Staley. 

Elders.  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith,  Joshua  Motler,  Henry  K.  Tice,  and 
John  T.  Ankenny. 

Y.   FROM  TBI  CLASSIS   OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Rev.  Henry  H.  W.  Hibschman',  David  E.  Klopp,  Jacob  Dahlman, 
Jr.,  William  Sorber*,  Daniel  Gans,  D.  D."',  and  Samuel  H.  Giesy, 
D.  D." 

Elders.  Jaeob  Schmidt,  Dr.  Thomas  Ingram",  and  Hon.  Hiram  C. 
Hoover.^ 

TI.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS  OF   VIRGINIA. 

Rev.  Henry  St.  John  Rinker,  and  John  C.  Hensell. 
Elders,  Joseph  Snapp  and  Peter  Wise. 

YII.    FROM   THE  CLASSIS   OF  NORTH   CAROLINA. 

*  3|r  «  «  *  *  4c 

YIII.   FROM   THE  iDLASSIS   OF   MERCERSBURG. 

Rev.  Henry  Heckerman,  John  W.  Love,  Peter  S.  Davis,  and 
Thomas  O.  Apple,  D.  D. 


^  Took  his  seat  on  the  niMming  of  the  second  daj  of  the  sessions. 

*  Took  his  seat  on  tKe  morniag  of  the  femrth,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  daj  of  the  sessions. 

"^  Was  suoceeded  bj  the  Rev.  Marous  Bachman,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  seventh  day 
of  the  sessions. 

^  Was  suooceded  bj  the  Rev>  Samuel  H.  Giesj^D.  D.,  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth 
daj  of  the  sessions. 

*  His  seat  was  oceapied  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Giesy,  D.  D.,  from  the  afternoon 
of  the  seventh  until  tno  morning  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

^  His  seat  was  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Samoel  H.  Giesy,  D.  D.,  from  the  morning 

of  the  second  until  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 

• 

11  Was  succeeded  by  the-  Rev.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D..  D.,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  second  day  of  the  sessions,  who  was  suoceeded  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher, 
D.  D«,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

"^k  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions. 

\  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth  day  ef  the  sesaions. 
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Elders,  George  H.  Mengel,  Adam  B.  Wiagerd,  John  B.  Kieffer^^ 
John  Bowman.^ 

IX.   FROM  THE  CLA8SIS  OF  Q08HENH0PPKN. 

Gey.  George  W.  Augbiabaugh,  and  Josepb  H.  Dubbs. 
ELdtrt,  David  B.  Mauger**,  and  Aaroa  Drake."' 

X.    FBOM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  MEW  YORK. 

Hey.  Jobn  F.  Bascbe. 

Elders.  ****** 

XI.   FROM  THE   CLASSIS   OF   LANCASTER. 

Rey.  Jobn  W.  Nevin,  D.  D.,  Samuel  Kubn,  Emanuel  V.  Gerbart, 
D-  D.,  and  William  A.  Gring." 

Elders,  Daniel  W.  Gross,  William  H.  Seibert",  and  Henry 
StoTiffer." 

XII.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS   OF  CLARION. 

Her.  Josepb  G.  Sboemaker  and  Josepb  H.  Apple. 

Elders,  Frederick  Smitb'*,  and  Jobn  Crick. 

t 

XIII.   FROM   THE   CLASSIS  OF    ST.    PAUL. 

Gey.  George  B.  Russell,  Erasmus  H.  Dieffenbacber;  and  Josepb 
H.  Stepler." 

Elders,  Diodorus  S.  Dieffenbaeber  and  C.  M.  Bouscb.** 

XIV.  FROM   THE  CLASSIS  OF  EAST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Bey.  Jared  Fritzinger,  Henry  Hoffman**,  and  Jobn  W.  Steinmetz." 
Elders,  Hon.  George  C.  Welker  and  Dayid  Fry. 


'*  Wm  exeosed  for  absenee,  on  account  of  sieknessi'on  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day 
of  the  8ei!>8ion8,  and  saoeeeded  by  David  Bergeri  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day 
of  the  Bessions. 

u  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 

1*  Was  excused  for  absence,  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions. 

1''  Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions,  and  obtained 
leave  of  absence  on  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions. 

'*  Took  their  seats  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 

^*Took  their  seats  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 

**  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions. 

^  Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Lebermao,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  dayjof  the  sessions 

°  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions. 

^  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions. 
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XV.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  WK8T  SUSQUSHANHA. 

Eev.  John  W.  Lescher,  Lewb  0.  Edmonds,  and  Cjtub  H. 
Eldert.  Michael  Brown,**  and  John  K.  Rankle. 

XVI.   FROM  THE  CLAB8I8  OF  WESTERN   NEW  YORK. 

Bey.  John  Knie. 

Ekhr$.  ♦*♦♦♦♦ 

XVII.  FROM  THE  BTNOD  OF  OHIO  AND  ADJACENT   STATES. 

Rev.  Theodore  P.  Bncher. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

From  the  General  Synod  of  tJiC  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, 

Rev.  Charles  H.  Stitt,  D.  D. 

From  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Penn- 

9i/lvania, 

4(  *  4c  «  4e  «  * 

From  the  General  Si/nod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Cliurch. 


ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

From  the  Cla$»i$  of  East  Pennsylvania. — Rev.  Samuel  A.  Lein- 
hach,  John  Beck,  and  Israel  S.  Wcisz. 

From  the  Ciassis  of  Lebanon. — Rev.  Charles  F.  McCauley,  Thomas 
C.  Lcinbach,  Herman  Bokum. 

From  the  Claasis  of  Z ion. — Rev.  John  A.  Hoffheins,  T.  Franklin 
Hoifmeicr,  Jacob  O.  Miller,  William 'G.  Bennet,  and  Elder  Dr.  Isaac 
Lofovcr. 

From  the  Claasis  of  Mart/land. — Rev.  I^Iarcus  Bachman,  Samael 
Philips,  Simon  S.  Miller,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  J.  Caspar  Hauser, 
Hrnry  (irandlicnard,  Joseph  W.  Santee,  William  Goodrich,  Henry  I. 
Comlort,  Abiior  R.  Kremer,  Frederick  A.  Ruplej,  and  Elder  John 
Uodou  mayor. 

From  Mf  Classic  of  Philadelphia. — Rev.  George  Dehring  Wolff, 
and  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D. 

Fiitm  (he  Chasis  of  Virginia. — Rev.  William  D.  Lefever.  Hiram 
ShauU,  Honry  Wissler.  Mortimer  L.  Shuford,  Henry  Getzendanner. 

From  the  Cfn^sis  of  Mrrrrrahurg. — Rev.  E  E.  Higbee,  D.  D., 
Samuel  N.  Callender,  A,  Carl  Whitmer,  Henry  W.  Hoffmeier,  Joseph 
8.  lx>oso,  Oalvin  U.  Ilcilman,  William  C.  B.  Shulenberger,  and  Elder 
J.  F.  Wiant. 

leU  IcATe  of  absence  on  the  eroDin^of  the  ?eTcnth  daj  of  the  sesaions. 


15 

Frank  Ae  CloMtis  of  LaneatUr. — Ber.  Theodore  Appel,  Lewis  D. 
Steckle,  Tilghmaa  0.  Stem,  Darius  W.  Gerhsrd,  Frederiok  Pilgrsm, 
William  H.  H.  Snyder,  Amos  H.  Kremer. 

From  the  C/astis  of  Sl  FauL—EL^Y,  Walter  B.  Kiebs,  Joseph  H. 
Stcpler. 

From  the  ClauU  of  Ea$t  Bus^uehanma. — Her.  David  W.  Kelley. 

From  the  CIomsim  of  WeU  Su$quekanna. — ^Rev.  Charles  F.  Hoff- 
meter,  John  Caspar  Bncher. 

From  the  Classis  of  Wetimoreland. — Hew,  William  Rupp,  Andrew 
J.  Heller,  A.  6.  Koplin,  George  H.  Johnston,  Christian  G.  Russell. 

MINISTERS  OF  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  persons  was  announced  daring  the 
BesBioDB :  Rev.  Mr.  Titus,  of  the  Lutheran  Church ;  Rev.  Dr.  Ed- 
wards,  of  the  Preshjterian  Church;  Rev.  Bishop  Qlossbrenner,  of  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ. 


ARTICLE  IIL 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.D.,  was  chosen  President, 

Rev.  George  L.  Staley  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretary > 

Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  is  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  Marcus  liachman  was  contioued  as  German  Clerk, 

Elder  Henry  Wirt,  of  Hanover,  Pa.,  was  chosen  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  Synod 
defined  the  bar  of  the  house,  as  required  by  the  Rules  of  Order. 
The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the 
prase nt  sessions : 

The  Morniug  sessions  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  12  o*clock. 

The  Afternoon  sessions  to  open  at  2  and  close  at  5  o'clock. 

EveDiDg  sessions  were  held  every  evening  afler  Sunday,  com- 
mencing at  half  past  seven  and  closing  at  ten  o'clock. 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
The  following  were  appointed  by  the  President: 
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Mnufes  of  Signed, — Rev.  H.  8t.  Jolin  RiDker,  J.  C.  Julius  Kurtz, 
W.  R.  Humphry  Deatrich,  and  Elders  William  A.  Wilt  and  Joseph 
Snapp. 

Overtures, — ^Rev.  Martin  A.  Smith,  Samuel  Miller,  Ephraim  Kief- 
fer,  and  Elders  George  G.  Welker  and  Henry  K.  Tice. 

Correspondence  vfith  Sister  Churches, — Rev.  Br.  Emanuel  V.  Ger- 
hart,  Joseph  H.  Apple,  Joseph  H.  Duhhs,  and  Elders  Samuel  Kern 
and  Christian  D.  Zehring. 

Minutes  of  Classes. — Rev.  George  B.  RuSsell,  Daniel  T.  Heialer, 
John  M.  Titzelly  and  Elders  Jacoh  Ditzler  and  Joseph  Laubach. 

Examination  and  Licensure. — Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  Dr. 
Daniel  Zacharias,  Dr.  Emanuel  Y.  Gerhart,  and  Elders  Peter  Wise 
and  Jacob  Schmidt. 

Theological  Seminary. — Rev.  Henry  Heckerman,  George  B.  Rus- 
sell, Martin  A.  Smith,  and  Elders  Joshua  Motter  and  John  Heilman. 

Missions. — Rev.  John  S.  Foulk,  Samuel  Kuhn,  Joseph  G.  Shoe- 
maker, and  Elders  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith  and  Diodorus  S.  Dieff^n- 
bacher. 

JVomtna/tofM.— Rev.  Gkorge  L.  Staley,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  John 
C.  Hensell,  and  Elders  John  B.  Kieffer  and  Daniel  B.  Manger. 

States  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Rfpnrts. — Rev.  Petcfr  S.  Davis, 
Eusebius  H.  Dieffenbacher.  Jared  Fritzinger,  and  Elders  Hon.  Jo- 
seph Laubach  and  Joshua  Motter. 

Finance. — Rev.  George  W.  Aughinbaugh,  John  F.  Busche,  David 
E.  Klopp,  and  Elders  Peter  Wise  and  Frederick  Smith. 

Publication. — Rev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  I.  K.  Loos^  John  W. 
Love,  and  Elders  George  H.  Mengel  and  Daniel  Knauss. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  One  copy  each  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  and  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  was  received  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches. 

2.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Zion, 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland,  Philadelphia,  Mercersburg, 
Goshenhoppen,  New  York,  Lancaster,  Clarion,  St.  Paul,  East  Sus- 
quehanna, West  Susquehanna,  and  Western  New  York  were  received 
and  referred. 

3.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Theological  Seminary. 

4.  The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Synods,  accompanied  with 
a  report  of  the  Treasurer,  and  also  a  report  from  the  Trustees  of 
^      '  *'^  and  Marshall  College  were  received  and  referred,  the  former 
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to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  on 
Nominations. 

5.  The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  and  the  report 
of  the  Committee  to  superintend  the  puhlication  of  the  *'Hausfreund," 
were  receiyed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Puhlication. 

6.  Statements  were  receiTed  from  the  Treasurers  of  Home  Mis- 
sions and  Extension  Fund,  and  also  from  the  late  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

7.  Several  other  communications  were  received  and  referried  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  sessions,  held  at  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  and  also  of  the  special  sessions  held  in  March  last  in 
Harrisburg,  Pa.^  was  dispensed  with,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod.  This  Committee  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item  : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  would  respectfully  report 
the  following  items  claiming  the  attention  of  this  Synod : 

Item  1,  page  7.  A  resolution  requesting  the  German  Clerk  of 
Synod  to  prepare  a  transktion  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  at  an  early 
day. 

Item  2,  page  17.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  reply  to  a 
letter  from  the  Evangelical  Church  Diet. 

Item  3,  page  18.  The  appointment  of  Delegates  to  Corritponding 
Bodies. 

Item  4,  page  47.  The  action  of  the  Synod  in  relation  to  special  col- 
lections. 

Item  5,  page  58.  A  resolution  referring  the  case  of  David  B. 
Ernst  to  St.  Paul's  Classis  for  readjudication. 

Item  6,  page  58.  A  preamble  and  resolution  requiring  the  Classis 
of  Lebanon  to  call  Rev.  Alexander  S.  Yaughan  to  an  account  for 
views  expressed  by  him,  in  a  certain  tract,  which  views  are  plainly 
contrary  to  the  teachings  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 

Item  7,  page  68.  Two  resolutions  requestingthe  Board  of  Publi- 
cttion  to  issue  a  pocket  edition  of  the  Order  of  Worship,  and  a  partial 
edition  of  the  same. 

Item  8,  page  78.  A  resolution  instructing  the  presiding  and  re- 
cording officers  of  S3^od  to  issue  the  Pastoral  Letter  to  the  churches. 

Item  9,  page  78.  A  resolution  directing  the  pastors  of  this  Synod 
to  read  the  pastoral  letter  to  their  people  from  the  pulpit. 

Item  10,  page  81.    The  appointment  of  a  committee,  of  which  the 
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Rev.  George  W.  Aaghiobaagli  is  chairman,  to  visit  certain  Female 
Seminaries. 

Item  11,  page  82.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  restoring  the  Apostolic  office  of  Dea- 
conesses. 

Item  12,  page  86.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  take  meas- 
ures to  ascertain  the  author  of  a  certain  article  published  in  the 
"  American  Church  Missionary  Register." 

Item  1 3.  (Special  meeting.)  A  resolution  authorizing  and  directing 
the  Board  of  Publication  to  publish  a  Memorial  Volume  in  reference 
to  the  lamented  death  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Harbaugh 

Item  14.  A  resolution  committing  the  issuing  and  supervision  of 
this  work  to  the  Rev.  George  B.  Russell. 

Item  15.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  at  same  meeting  to  in- 
augurate the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Y.  Gerhart,  the  Professor  elect  of  Didactic 
and  Practical  Theology. 

Item  16.  A  resolution  authorizing  the  several  committees,  of 
which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harbaugh  was  a  member,  to  fill  vacancies  occa- 
sioned by  his  death. 

Item  17,  page  37.  (Regular  meeting.)  A  resolution  placing  the 
inaugural  address  of  Dr.  Higbee  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Publi- 
cation to  be  published. 

Item  18,  page  38.  The  continuation  of  a  committee  on  the  Ger- 
man Professorship. 

Item  19,  page  54.  Authority  given  to  the  Clerk  of  Synod  to  publish 
three  thousaud  copies  of  the  minutes  of  Synod,  twenty-two  hundred 
English  and  eight  hundred  German. 

Item  20,  page  69.  The  report  of  the  committee  on  Lay  Baptism 
was  laid  on  the  table  until  this  meeting. 

Item  21,  page  59.  The  appointment  of  a  special  committee  to  co- 
operate with  the  Maryland  Classis  in  attending  to  the  interests  of  the 
congregation  at  Washington,  D.  G. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  ST.  JOHN  RINKER,  Chairman. 

For  the  result  of  the  action  reported  in  items  1,  7,  13,  14,  17,  and 
19,  see  Article  XIX,  Publication.  For  the  reports  called  for  in  items 
2  and  3,  see  Article  IX,  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches.  For 
the  result  of  the  action  reported  in  items  4  5,  6,  and  9.  see  Article 
X,  Minutes  of  Classes.  For  the  report  called  for  in  item  8  and  the  dis- 
position made  of  the  subject  referred  to  in  item  20,  see  Article  XX, 
Church  Government.  For  the  reports  called  for  in  items  10,  11,  and 
12,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous.  For  the  result  of  the  action  re- 
ported in  items  15  and  18,  see  Article  XIII,  Theological  Seminary. 
Item  16  was  laid  on  the  table.  For  the  result  of  the  action  reported 
m  21,  see  Article  XVI,  Appeals  and  References. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  sabmitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item : 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  respectfall j  report  the  following  doo- 
nmentfi : 

Item  1.  A  paper  signed  by  A.  W.  Meyers  and  John  Wiest,  oon- 
tainingy  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  reasons  for  complaint 
against  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  Baltimore,  in  regard  to  the  Meyers- 
town  Convention;  endorsed  as  received  by  the  President,  November 
4,  1867. 

Item  2.  Reasons  of  appeal  by  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  from  the 
decision  of  the  Synod  of  Baltimore  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  S.  R. 
Fisher,  D.D.^  to  the  General  Synod,  endorsed  as  received  by  the  Pres- 
ident, November  18, 1867. 

Item  3.  A  memorial  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Christ  Evangelical 
Reformed  Church  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  against  the  Philadelphia  Classis. 

Item  4.  A  memorial  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Christ  Evangelical 
Reformed  Church  of  Philadelphia,  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Classis. 

Item  5.  A  memorial  signed  by  A.  S.  Gerhart,  a  member  of  the 
Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia,  in  regard  to  the 
action  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis. 

Item  6.  A  paper  from  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Synod,  in  which  he  signifies  his  acceptance  of  the  Profes- 
sorship of  Didactic  and  Practical  Theology  in  the  Seminary  at  Mer- 
cersburg. 

Item  7.  Resolutions  of  Lancaster  Classis  with  regard  to  the  en- 
dowment of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. 

Item  8.  A  communication  from  Rev.  Hermann  Bokum,  in  reference 
to  a  Reformed  congregation  in  Knozville,  Tennessee. 

Item  9.  A  letter  from  Elder  John  Wiest,  in  which  he  tenders  his 
resignation  as  member  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

Item  10.  A  letter  from  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Bennet,  in  which  he  calls  the 
attention  of  Synod  to  vacated  Church  property  in  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Respectfully  submitted^ 

M.  A.  SMITH,  C?Mirman. 

For  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XVII,  Com- 
plaints ;  on  items  2,  3^  4,  5,  and  10,  see  Article  XVI,  Appeals  and 
Keferenoes ;  on  item  6,  see  Article  XIII,  Theological  Seminary ;  on 
item  7,  see  Article  XXI,  Missions,  and  on  item  9,  see  Article  XIX, 
Pablication. 


20 

ARTICLE  IX. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  SISTER  CHURCHES. 

I.    BEPOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Chnrches  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches  respect- 
fully offer  the  following  report : 

The  only  documents  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  are  the 
following : 

1.  A  copy  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  Gkneral  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  convened  in  the  city  of  Hudson,  New 
York,  in  June;  1868.  This  Synod  elected  as  delegates  to  the  Be- 
formed  Synod  in  the  U.  S.,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Stitt,  pnmariui,  and 
Bev.  Joseph  Scudder,  aecundtu.  Rev.  Dr.  Zacharias,  delegate  of  the 
General  Synod,  and  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  delegate  of  the  Eastern 
Synod,  were  present.  The  Synpd  adjourned  to  meet  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1869,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  Your 
Committee  find  nothing  else  demanding  the  attention  of  this  Synod. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  convened  at  Shelby,  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  June  3,  1868.  The  Synod  elected  as  delegates  to  this 
Synod,  Rev.  T.  P.  Bucher,  prtmarius^  and  Rev.  P.  C.  Prugh,  secun- 
dvA.  The  Synod  overtures  this  Synod  to  concur  in  their  action,  sus- 
pending an  exchange  of  delegates.  The  Committee  recommend  the 
following : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  expresses  the  opinion^  that  there  is  no 
longer  any  occasion,  since  the  formation  of  the  General  Synod,  for  an 
exchange  of  delegates,  and  that  the  exchange  of  delegates  therefore 
cease. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  APPLE,  Chairman. 

n.    BEPORTS  FROM  DEIiEQATBS  TO  OORRESPONDINa  BODIES. 

Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Ohio  and  adjacent 
States, — ^The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this 
body: 

Having  been  appointed  to  represent  this  body  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  convened  last  Spring  in  Shelby, 
Ohio,  I  respectfully  report : 

That  I  attended  to  this  duty.  The  S3^od  convened  on  the  evening 
of  the  2d  of  June  and  continued  its  sessions  until  the  7th.     I  was 

§  resent  from  the  day  after  its  organization  to  its  close.  The  regular 
ynodical  business  was  transacted,  in  which  your  delegate  took  part 
At  the  beginning  of  the  session,  it  was  resolved  to  discontinue  the 
present  correspondence,  in  view  of  the  closer  communication  in  the 
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General  Synod.  This  action  was,  however^  afterward  reecinded  and 
the  matter  postponed  until  it  be  brought  before  this  Synod  at  its 
present  meeting  for  its  consideration. 

I  was  cordially  received  and  entertained  by  the  members,  and  on 
taking  leave  of  the  Synod  was  directed  by  it  to  bear  its  Christian 
greetings  and  kind  wishes  to  this  body. 

My  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  Shelby  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  $34.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  E.  KREB8. 

The  General  S^fnod  of  the  Re/armed  Church  in  America. — The 
following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this  body : 

In  conformity  with  my  appointment  last  year  as  delegate  to  the 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  I  made  it  my  business 
to  attend  its  annual  meeting  held  at  Hudson,  New  York,  in  the 
month  of  June  last.  I  was  received  kindly  by  the  body,  and  found 
it  pleasant  to  take  part  in  its  sessions.  The  friendly  salutations  with 
which  I  was  charged  from  this  Synod  were  received  with  cordial  fa- 
vor; and  I  was  instructed  to  bear  back  with  me  in  return  the  warm 
regards  of  the  Dutch  Church  to  our  own,  and  the  assurance  that  there 
ifl  no  other,  which  she  feels  to  be  so  near  to  herself,  or  in  whose  wel- 
fare she  takes  a  more  lively  interest  and  concern. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Synod  seemed  to  show  a  reigning  condition 
of  quiet  prosperity  and  peace  in  the  churches  under  its  care  ',  while 
tbe  feeling  appeared  to  be  strong,  nevertheless,  that  the  life  of  the 
Church  was  not  fully  up  to  the  demands  of  the  present  time  in  this 
country,  and  that  she  must  in  some  way,  therefore,  enlarge  the  sphere 
of  her  action,  and  put  forth  new  activity  and  strength,  to  make  her 
denominational  existence  what  it  ought  to  be  for  herself  and  for 
the  world  at  large.  It  was  curious  to  see  how  this  feeling  coupled 
itself  especially  with  the  substitution  of  the  simple  title  Re/armed, 
for  the  foreign  national  name  by  which  the  Church  has  been  hereto- 
fore known.  This  change  is  now  happilv  completed,  to  the  very 
general  satisfaction,  I  believe,  of  the  wnole  Church.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  return  of  both  Churches,  the  Dutch  and  the  German,  to 
their  original  and  only  proper  confessional  title,  will  have  the  effect 
of  reviving  in  both  the  full  sense  of  their  true  historical  life,  and  so 
serve  to  bring  them  nearer  together  also  in  the  consciousness  of  one 
and  the  same  Reformed  faith. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  NEVIN. 

German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Minisferium  of  Penn^hania, — ^The 
following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this  body : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States: 
Your  delegate  begs  leave  to  report : 
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We  feel  oarselves  allied  to  you  in  one  spirit  and  one  faith,  and  sin- 
cerely rejoice  at  the  fruits  of  your  labors  in  the  Lord,  for  which  we 
render  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  the  Grod  of  all  blessings. 

Your  kind  inyitation  to  the  German  Evangelical  Church  Diet  at 
Kiel,  together  with  the  Programme  of  its  proceedings,  was  received, 
it  is  true,  at  j  late  hour;  still,  if  the  circumstances  had  allowed  us  to 
send  to  it  one  of  our  brethren  with  our  fraternal  greetings,  it  would 
have  been  cheerfully  done. 

You  may  rest  assured,  dear  brethren,  that  we  always  read  your  pro- 
ceedings, as  far  as  they  come  under  our  observation,  with  deep  inter- 
est, and  Invoke  the  blessing  of  God  upon  them.  We  also  confidently 
trust,  that  you  will  grant  us  your  brotherly  intercessions,  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  your  co-operation  also,  in  increasing  our  means  of  cultivating 
the  extensive  field  of  labor  among  our  brethren,  coming  to  us  from 
our  German  Fatherland. 

If  the  Lord  will,  one  of  our  brethren  may,  perhaps,  be  sent  to  your 
next  German  Evangelical  Church  Diet,  with  our  friendly  greetings. 
Should  this,  however,  not  occur,  we  will  still  be  with  you  in  spirit, 
and  hold  communion  with  you  in  prayer  and  intercession  before  the 
Throne  of  all  Grace. 

Yours  truly  in  the  Lord, 

THOMAS  G.  APPLE,  President. 
Samuel  R.  Fibheb,  Stated  Clerk, 

Done  in  the  sessions  of  Synod  at  Hagersfcown,  Md.,  October  30th, 
1868. 


On  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Kev.  Dr. 
Charles  H.  Stitt,  delegate  from  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  took  his  Jeave  of  Synod  in  a  brief  address,  which 
was  appropriately  responded  to  by  the  President.  On  the  evening 
of  the  fiflh  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Rev.  Theodore  P.  Bucher  took 
leave  of  Synod  in  the  midst  of  similar  ceremonies. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OP  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report.  It 
was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows : 

I.    IBBEGULARITIES. 

1.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  failed  to  send  in  its  minutes  in  time. 

2.  West  Susquehanna  Classb  confirmed  a  call  to  the  Rev.  George 
£.  Addams,  which  came  from  only  one  congregation  of  the  charge. 
Page  2. 
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n.  BEQUESTS  AMD  BEOOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  Lancaster  Classis  requests  Synod  to  take  some  action  in  regard 
to  the  endowment  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. 

2.  Mercersburg  Classis  refers  to  Synod,  for  decision^  the  following 
questions : 

(a)  Who  are  to  be  reported  as  communicants  in  the  Church  Statis- 
tics?  p.  28. 

^b)  What  relations  do  Elders  sustain  to  Pastors?  p.  28. 

The  same  Classis  overtures  Synod  to  make  it  a  condition,  in  dis- 
missing a  minister,  that,  before  the  name  of  the  minister  dismissed  be 
dropped  from  the  roll  of  the  dismissing  Classis,  the  fact  of  his  recep- 
tion must  be  officially  communicated  to  the  Stated  Clerk  or  Secretary 
of  the  Classis  dismissing  him.  p.  29. 

4.  Clarion  Classis  requests  Synod  to  allow  it  to  retain  a  certain 
sum  of  money,  recovered  from  the  Post  Office  Department,  for  their 
own  purposes,  p.  11. 

5.  Lebanon  Classis  requests  Synod  to  notice  the  case  of  the 
Lutheran  pastor  at  St.  Clair,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  who  received  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Church  whilst  they  were  under  censure. 

III.  APPEALS  AND  OOMPLAINTS. 

1.  Appeal  of  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the  South  Bend  Church 
from  the  decision  of  the  Clarion  Classis. 

2.  Appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  General  Synod, 
from  the  action  of  the  Synod  at  Baltimore;  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Fisher's 
appeal  from  that  Classis.  p.  5. 

3.  Appeal  of  Anton  Baron  Von  Piichelstein,  from  the  action  of 
Philadelphia  Classis,  deposing  him  from  the  holy  ministry,  pp.  25-38. 

4.  Appeal  of  Consistory  of  Christ's  Church,  Philadelphia,  against 
tbe  action  of  their  Classis  in  the  case  of  their  delegated  elders,  p.  47. 

5.  Appeal  of  the  Consistory  of  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Philadel- 
phia, against  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis  in  their  decision 
on  the  case  of  complaint  of  certain  members  against  the  Consistory, 
p.  139. 

6.  Appeal  of  Rev.  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  from  the  rulings  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Classis,  deciding  that  the  President  is  not  obliged  to  vote 
along  with  the  other  members,  when  the  vote  is  taken  by  yeas  and 
nai/8,  except  he  be  specially  excused,  p.  176. 

7.  Appeal  of  Rev.  Dr.  D.  Gans,  for  Consistory  of  Christ  Reformed 
Church,  from  the  final  action,  and  all  its  parts,  of  the  Philadelphia 
Classis,  in  the  case  of  certain  parties  against  Consistory.  In  this 
appeal,  also,  certain  individuals  join.  p.  192. 

8.  Complaint  of  Drs.  Fisher  and  Gans  against  the  action  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Classis,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  rights  of  Consistories, 
p.  113. 

9.  Complaint  of  Rev.  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  against  the  action  of  the 
"^^  *'  delphia  Classis,  deciding  that  the  reading  of  the  papers  before 
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tbe  ClaflBis,  at  a  prerioiui  meeting,  was  Bufficient  to  meet  the  re- 
qnirementa  of  the  100th  Article  of  the  Goostitntion.  p.  118. 

10.  Complaint  of  Rev.  Dm.  Fiaher  and  Gieay,  G.  IX  Wolff,  Gen.  G. 
W.  Mindil,  Elders  Wm.  Shall  and  C.  N.  Brock,  against  the  rulings  of 
the  Philadelphia  Glassis.  p.  133. 

11.  Complaint  of  Kev.  G.  B.  Russell,  Drs.  Fisher  and  Gans,  and  G. 
D.  Wolff,  against  decision  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  involving  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  Art.  100.  p.  135. 

12.  Complaint  of  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher  and  G.  D.  Wolff,  against  the 
action  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  in  taking  down  testimony.  See 
page  144. 

13.  Complaint  of  Rev.  Drs.  Fisher,  Giesy  and  Gans,  G.  D.  Wolff,  and 
Elder  Wm.  Shall,  in  regard  to  the  re-adoption  of  the  Report  on  the 
State  of  Religion  in  the  Philadelphia  Classis.  p.  146. 

14.  Complaint  of  Rev.  George  D.  Wolff,  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  Elders 
Wm.  Shall,  Charles  N.  Brock,  and  Gen.  G.  W.  Mindil,  against  the 
action  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis.     See  page  148. 

15.  Complaint  of  Rev.  Dr.  Gans,  and  G.  D.  Wolff,  against  the 
rulings  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis  in  regard  to  certain  testimony  of 
C.  N.  Brock,  p.  194. 

16.  Complaint  of  same  against  the  same,  in  referring  replies  of 
both  parties  to  a  committee,  pp.  194, 195. 

17.  Complaint  of  Rev.  Drs.  Gans,  Giesy  and  Fisher,  G.  D.  Wolff,  and 
laymen  L.  P.  Titus,  C.  N.  Brock,  Philip  F.  Fry,  J.  S.  Berger,  and 
H.  A.  Musselman,  against  the  final  action  of  Philadelphia  Classis  in 
the  long  trial  before  them. 

IV.  SUBJECTS  REFSBBED  TO  THE  CLASSES. 

1.  All  the  different  Classes  took  favorable  action  on  Missions, 
Beneficiary  Education,  Benevolence,  the  Christian  Sabbath;  &c.;  re- 
ferred to  them. 

2.  The  Classis  of  North  Carolina  declines  to  consent  to  the  omission 
of  the  title  German  from  the  name  of  the  Church. 

3.  The  Pastoral  letter  was  read  by  some,  and  not  read  by  others ; 
only  by  a  few  in  some  Classes. 

4.  Lebanon  Classis  attended  to  the  case  of  Rev.  A.  S.  Vaughan, 
referred  to  them  for  action,  pp.  36-39. 

5.  Clarion  and  St.  Paul's  Classes  regret  the  action  of  the  Synod  in 
reference  to  the  formation  of  a  new  Synod. 

y.   LICENSED,   OBDAINED,  BECEIYED,  AND  DISMISSED. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  received  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach  from 
the  Lebanon  Classis,  and  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner  from  the  Philadelphia 
Classis;  dismissed  the  Licentiate  Charles  Knepper  to  the  Illinois 
Classis,  Rev.  S.  Philips  to  the  Maryland  Classis,  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler 
to  the  Lebanon  Classis,  and  the  Licentiate,  A.  F.  Zeigler,  to  the 
Goshenhoppen  Classis ;  licensed  Prof.  Ludwig  and  John  Wohlbach. 
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2.  Zions  Clafwifl  received  Rev.  W.  F.  Colliflower  from  the  Mary- 
land Classis,  Bev.  A.  S.  Yangliaa  from  the  Lebanon  Classis,  the 
Licentiate  T.  F.  Hoffmeier  from  the  Lancaster  Classis,  Kev.  8.  £. 
Herring  from  the  Sandoaky  Olassis,  and  dismissed  Rev.  John  A. 
Hoffheins  to  the  Lebanon  Classis. 

3.  West  Susqaehanna  Classis  receiyed  Rev.  C.  H.  Reiter  from  the 
Sandnskj  Classis,  Rev.  W.  Gt.  Engle  from  the  Clarion  Classis,  Rey. 
J.  C.  Bucher  from  the  Lebanon  Classis,  and  Rev.  Gr.  E.  Addams  from 
East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  dismissed  Rev.  D.  W.  Kelley  and  Rev. 
Joseph  Schl'appig  to  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  Rev.  C.  A. 
Rittenhouse  to  Lebanon  Classis;  licensed  D.  M.  Wolff  and  L.  K. 
Evans,  and  ordained  the  latter  to  the  holy  ministry. 

4.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  C.  Scheel  from  the 
Maryland  Classis,  Rev.  D.  W.  Kelley  from  the  West  Susquehanna 
Classis,  and  dismissed  Rev.  L.  C.  Sheip  to  the  Philadelphia  Classis, 
Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller  to  the  Maryland  Classb, 
and  Rev.  G.  E.  Addams  to  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis. 

5.  Lebanon  Classis  received  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler  from  the  East 
Pennsylvania  Classis,  Rev.  J.  A.  Leis  from  the  Miami  Classis,  Licen- 
tiate H.  R.  Nicks  from  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  and  Licentiate 
Stephen  Schweitzer  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  and  ordained  him  to 
the  holy  ministry,  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Roily  from  the  West  Susque- 
hanna Classis.  and  dismissed  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Leinbach  to  the  East 
Pennsylvania  Classis,  and  Rev.  U.  H.  Heilman  to  the  Groshenhoppen 
Classis. 

6.  Clarion  Classis  received  Licentiate  Louis  Crist  from  the  Tiffin 
Classis,  and  ordained  him  to  the  holy  ministry,  and  dismissed  Rev. 
Wm.  G.  Engle  to  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis ;  also  ordained  the 
Licentiate  J.  J.  Penny  packer. 

7.  New  York  Classis  received  Rev.  C.  Banks  from  the  St.  John's 
Classis,  Rev.  Adolph  Rahn  from,  and  dismissed  Br.  G.  Seibert  to,  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

8.  Philadelphia  Classis  received  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Hibschman,  and 
Rev.  L.  C.  Sheip  from  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  Rev.  C.  G. 
Fisher  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Rev.  S.  M.  K.  Huber  from  the 
Goshenhoppen  Classis,  and  Rev.  M.  S.  Rowland  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  ;  dismissed  Rev.  J.  C.  Hauser  to  Maryland  Classis, 
Rev.  J.  S.  Ermentrou,t  conditionally,  and  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner  to  the 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis ;  erased  the  name  of  J.  P.  Pfister  from  the 
roll  of  ministers,  and  deposed  Rev.  Br.  Anton  Baron  Yon  Piichel- 
stein  from  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry. 

9.  St.  Paul's  Classis  received  Rev.  Walter  E.  Krebs  from  the  Mer- 
oersburg  Classis,  and  dismissed  Rev.  F.  Pilgram  to  the  Lancaster 
Classb;  and  took  no  further  action  in  the  case  of  Rev.  D.  B.  Ernst. 

10.  Maryland  Classis  received  Rev.  J.  W.  Ebbinghaus  from  the 
St.  Paul's  Classis,  Rev.  H.  I.  Comfort  from  the  Miami  Classis,  Rev. 
S.  S.  Miller,  and  Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer  from  the  East  Susquehanna 
Classis,  Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer,  and  Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer  from  the  Mercers- 
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burg  ClassiB,  IUt.  J.  C.  Haoser  from  the  Philadelphia  Glassis,  and 
Rev.  S.  Philips  from  the  East  PenQSjlvania  Classis,  and  dismissed 
Rev.  W.  F.  Colliflower  to  Zions  Classis,  Rev.  C.  Scheel  to  the  East 
Susquehanna  Classis,  and  Rer.  O.  W.  Olessner  to  the  Mercersburg 
Classis^  and  licensed  Henry  Orandlienard. 

11.  Lancaster  Classis  received  Rev.  F.  A.  Oast  and  T.  0.  Stem 
from  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Rev.  F.  Pilgram  from  the  St.  Paul's 
Classis,  and  Rer.  E.  H.  Nevin,  an  independent  minister,  on  examina- 
tion ;  ordained  L.  D.  Steokel ;  licensed  T.  Frank  Hoffmcier  and  Henrj 
W.  Hoffmeier;  dismissed  T.  F.  Hoffmeier  to  Zions  Classis,  H.  W. 
Hoffmeier  to  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Rer.  F.  Fox  to  the  Presbytery 
of  San  Francisco,  and  Rev.  I.  E.  Graff  to  the  Lebanon  Classis. 

12.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  Rev.  O.  W.  Glessner  and  Rev. 
Joseph  S.  Loose  from  the  Maryland  Classis,  Licentiate  Henry  W. 
Hoffmeier  from  the  Lancaster  Classis ;  licensed  John  B.  Keiffer,  Wm. 
C.  B.  Shulenberger,  and  Stephen  Schweitzer ;  ordained  H.  W.  Hoff- 
meier,  and  W.  C.  B.  Shulenberger^  and  dismissed  Licentiate  Stephen 
Schweitzer  to  the  Lebanon  Classis,  Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer  and  Rev.  A.  R. 
Kremer  to  the  Maryland  Classis^  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher  to  the  Philadel- 
phia Classis,  Rev.  W.  E.  Erebs  to  the  St.  Paul's  Classis,  and  Rev.  T. 
0.  Stem  to  the  Lancaster  Classis. 

13.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  received  Rev.  U.  H.  Heilman  from  the 
Lebanon  Classify  ^ey.  H.  Hess  from  the  Sandusky  Classis,  Licentiate 
A.  F.  Zeigler  from  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania ;  dismissed  Rev. 
L.  Cort  to  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  and  Rev.  S.  M.  K.  Huber  to  the 
Philadelphia  Classis. 

14.  West  New  York  Classis  received  Rev.  John  Knie  from  Indiana 
Classis,  and  Rev.  H.  Bielfeld  from  the  Nassau  Presbytery. 

YI.  TIME  AND  PLACE  OF   NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETINQS,  ETC. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  meets  on  Tuesday  afler  Whitsunday, 
1869,  at  2  o'clock,  P.M.,  in  Egypt  Church,  Lehigh  county,  Pa.  M. 
A.  Smith,  President,  N.  S.  Strassburger,  Stated  Clerk. 

2.  Zions  Classis  meets  on  the  third  Friday  in  May,  1869,  at  7} 
o'clock,  P.M.,  at  Newport,  Perry  county,  Pa.  D.  W.Wolff,  President, 
W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk. 

3.  Lebanon  Classis  meets  on  Thursday  before  Ascension  Day,  1869, 
at  7},  P.M.,  in  the  Jerusalem  Church,  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa.  C.  F. 
McCauley,  President^  J.  E.  Hiester,  Stated  Clerk, 

4.  Philadelphia  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  in  the 
Trappe,  Montgomery  county.  Pa.,  on  Thursday  evening  after  Whit- 
suntide, May  20th,  1869,  at  7}  o'clock,  P.M.  D.  E.  Klopp,  President, 
J.  Dahlman,  Jr.,  Stated  Clerk. 

5.  St.  PauFs  Classis  will  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  at  Brady's 
Bend,  Butler  county,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  in  June,  1869,  at  7} 
o'clock,  P.M.  C.  R.  Dieffenbacher,  President,  John  Kroetzing,  Stated 
Clerk. 
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6.  Maryland  Glassifl  meeta  at  Frederick  City,  Md.,  on  Thursday 
before  Ascension  Day,  1869,  at  7i,  P.M.  J.  M.  Titzel,  President, 
S.  S.  Miller,  Stated  Cierk. 

7.  Lancaster  Classis  meets  at  New  Holland,  Pa.;  on  the  tbird  Fri- 
day in  May,  1869,  at  7J  o'clock,  P.M.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder  President, 
W.  Aug.  Gring,  Stated  Clerk, 

8.  Mercersburg  Classis  meets  in  Cbambersbnrg,  Pa.,  on  Thursday 
eyening,  May  13th,  1869,  at  7}  o'clock,  P.M.  P.  S.  Davis,  President, 
W.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

9.  North  Carolina  Classis  meets  at  Newton,  N.  C,  on  Thursday 
before  the  first  Sunday  in  May,  1869,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
John  Ingle,  President,  G.  W.  Welker,  Stated  Clerk. 

10.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  meets  on  Friday  after  Ascension 
Day,  1869,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.M.,  at  Wapwallopen,  Luzerne  county,  Pa. 
J.  Kehm^  President,  W.  A.  Haas,  Stated  Clerk. 

11.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  meets  on  the  third  Wednesday  in 
May,  1869,  at  7}  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  New  Berlin,  Union  county,  Pa. 
C.  F.  Hoffmeier,  President,  D.  G.  Klein,  Stated  Clerk. 

12.  Clarion  Classis  meets  on  the  last  Thursday  in  May,  1869,  at 
10  o'clock,  A.M.,  in  St.  John's  Churchy  Armstrong  county,  Pa.  D. 
O.  Shoemaker,  President,  J.  G.  Shoemaker,  Stated  Clerk. 

13.  New  York  Classis  meets  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  Whitsun- 
tide, 1869,  at  7}  o'clock,  P.M.,  in  Newburgh,  New  York.  J.  F. 
Busche,  President,  Chr.  Michel,  Stated  Clerk. 

14.  West  New  York  Classis  meets  on  the  first  Thursday  after 
Whitsuntide,  1869,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.M.,  in  the  Reformed  Zions  Church, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.     H.  Bentz,  President,  D.  Willers,  Stated  Clerk. 

15.  Virginia  Classis  meets  on  Friday  before  the  third  Sunday  in 
May,  1869,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P.M.,  in  St.  Paul's  Church,  Augusta  county, 
Ya.     J.  C.  Hensell,  President,  H.  St.  John  Kinker,  Staged  Clerk. 

16.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  meets  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church, 
Pottstown,  Pa.,  on  Friday  before  Ascension  Day,  1869,  at  7  o'clock, 
P.M.     W.  R.  Yearick,  President,  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Stated  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  B.  RUSSELL,  Chairman. 


For  the  action  of  Synod  on  Irregularities  Nos.  1  and  2,  see  Article 
XYI,  Appeals  and  References ;  on  Request  No.  1 ,  see  Article  XXI, 
Miscellaneous;  on  Requests,  Nos.  2,  3,  and  5,  see  Article  XX, 
Church  Government;  and  Request  No.  4,  see  Article  XV,  Finance; 
on  Appeals  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  and  Complaints  Nos.  8,  9,  10, 
11, 12,  13, 14, 16,  16  and  17,  see  Article  XVI,  Appeals  and  Refer- 
ences. The  remaining  items  in  the  report  were  severally  adopted. 
Additional  action  was  taken  in  reference  to  the  item  relating  to  the 
reading  of  the  Pastoral  Letter,  for  the  particulars  of  which  see  Arti- 
cle XX,  Church  Government. 
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ARTICLE  XI 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The   Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  re- 
port: 
That  no  application  has  come  before  them  requiring  their  attention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  W.  NEVIN,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  Xn. 

RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports, 
submitted  their  report.  It  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Fathsrs  and  Brethren  : — Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace  from 
God  our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  good  providence  of  God  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  assem- 
ble once  more  as  a  Synod,  to  narrate,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  the  history 
of  the  ongoings  of  our  Divine  Redeemer's  Kingdom,  and  to  transact 
such  business  as  we  hope  will  promote  the  interests  of  that  kingdom 
in  the  world. 

And  first  of  all,  it  ''  is  meet  and  right  and  our  bouoden  duty  to 
give  thanks"  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  He  has  estab- 
lished a  kingdom,  and  counted  us  worthy  to  be  made  stewards  in  the 
mysteries  of  His  grace;  that  He  has  spared  our  lives,  and  that  the 
work  of  the  Lord  has  prospered  in  our  hands. 

The  reports  put  into  the  hands  of  your  committee  gire  evidence, 
that  our  Church  is  going  on  to  enlargement.  Not  only  have  new 
fields  been  opened,  but  many  of  our  old  congregations  and  charges 
have  become  so  large,  that  their  best  interests  require  that  they  should 
be  divided.  One  Classis  reports,  that  its  membership  has  been 
"  trebled  "  in  twenty-five  years,  and  a  comparison  of  statistical  tables 
would  probably  show  a  corresponding  outward  growth  throughout  the 
bounds  of  the  Synod.  The  number  of  our  ministers,  too,  has  been 
increased,  but  this  increase  has  not  been  equal  to  the  demand.  Fully 
one  hundred  properly  educated  and  ordained  pastors  could  now  be 
usefully  employed,  if  the  men  and  means  were  at  our.  disposal.  This 
acknowledged  want  is  awakening  the  Church  to  a  sense  of  our  educa- 
tional interests.  Our  church  schools  are  being  filled  with  young  men, 
who  are  looking  forward  to  the  gospel  ministry,  and  we  have  reason 
to  expect,  that  in  a  few  years  many  will  stand  forth  and  receive  that 
solemn  investiture,  in  virtue  of  which  they  will  be  empowered  to  do 
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and  to  teach  those  things  involved  in  the  commission  given  by  ou 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  his  disciples. 

But  it  is  proper,  that  we  should  look  at  the  internal  life  of  tke 
Church,  if  we  would  know  any  thing  of  the  significance  of  our  eccle- 
siastical state  and  movements.  And  in  this  we  have  every  reason  to 
be  encouraged.  The  reports  almost  universally  ^ve  evidence  of  a  re- 
turn to  the  ''old  paths/'  from  which  we  have  but  too  sadlj  wandered 
in  years  past.  There  is  now  a  growing  apprehension  of  the  aupema- 
tural  constitution  of  grace  let  down  from  Heaven  to  Earth  in  the 
Person  of  God's  Son^  and  continued  in  the  world  in  virtue  of  his  tri- 
umphant resurrection,  and  ascension  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty 
on  high.  Our  most  holy  Christianity  is  not  so  much  now  regarded 
as  a  mere  doctrinal  system  addressed  to  the  understanding,  as  though 
it  were  a  fabled  Sphynz  sitting  by  the  wayside  and  saying  to  all  meo : 
'^  Solve  the  riddle  or  die ;''  nor  yet  as  a  mere  subjective  feeling,  into 
which  men  may  work  themselves  as  a  hopeful  state  before  God,  but 
primarily  as  a  Divine  power  laying  hold  of  us  and  enabling  us  to  ap- 
prehend that  for  which  we  are  apprehended  in  Christ  Jesus.  The 
eternal  verities  of  the  Apostles  Creed  are  challenging  the  faith  of  oar 
peoplC;  and  the  Church  with  her  living  ministry,  her  word  aud  sacra- 
ments^ her  culture  and  worship,  are  properly  regarded  and  used  as 
the  channels  and  means  of  God's  grace. 

Nor  are  we  to  be  discouraged  by  the  fact  indicated  by  the  reports, 
that  eflforts  may  have  been  made  to  stir  up  opposition  to  us,  in  con- 
tending for  the  ancient  faith  and  practice  of  the  Church.  The  words 
of  our  Master  and  the  history  of  the  Church  tell  us,  that  this  is  just 
what  is  to  be  expected.  The  apostles  encountered  deeper  prejudices 
than  any  against  which  we  have  to  contend,  yet  no  one  of  them  fal- 
tered in  preaching  Jesus  and  the  resurrection,  because  it  was  brought 
into  question  by  the  Sad(^cees  around  him.  The  introduction  of 
the  Heidelberg  Catechism  gave  rise  to  bloody  street  fights  such  as 
are  unknown  in  all  our  contests,  and  yet  the  reformers  did  not  allow 
the  truth  to  go  by  default,  because  of  popular  opinions  or  tumults. 
In  every  age  the  disciples  of  Christ  have  been  called  upon  to  ^'  keep " 
the  faith,  instead  of  allowing  ever-varying  popular  sentiment  to 
tnaJce  it. 

Above  all,  it  becomes  us  to  be  faithful,  redeeming  the  time  because 
the  days  are  evil.  The  time  is  short.  The  night  cometh,  when  no 
man  can  work. 

The  report  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  Glassis  announces,  that  since 
we  last  met,  the  venerable  and  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Dubs,  D.D.,  has  been  com- 
pelled, by  the  infirmities  of  age,  to  retire  from  the  active  duties  of  the 
ministry,  afler  having  labored  faithfully  in  the  Master's  vineyard  for 
nearly  a  half  century. 

The  records  also  show,  that  during  the  Sy nodical  year  just  brought 
to  a  close,  Rev.  Henry  Harbaugh,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Didactic  Theo- 
logy in  the  Seminary  at  Mercersburg;  Rev.  Robert  Douglas,  of  the 
Glassis  of  Maryland;  Rev.  Elijah  B.  Wilson,  of  East  Susquehanna  Clas- 


81 

sis,  and  Rev.  Daniel  Zeller,  of  Ooshenhoppen  Classis,  have  fallen  asleep 
in  Jesos,  and  during  our  present  sessions,  it  has  been  announced,  that 
Kev.  Daniel  6.  Bragonier,  of  Virginia  Classis,  has  been  called  to  his 
reward.     We  miss  their  counsels  here,  but  we  praise  God  '^for  the 
holy  fellowship  of  patriarchs  and  prophets,  apostles  and  martyrs,  and 
the  whole  company  of  the  redeemed,  who  have  died  in  the  Lord,  and 
who  now  live  with  Him  forever."     And  when  during  our   sessions 
here  we  made  our  nearest  approach  to  God  in  the  Eucharistio  mys- 
tery, we  could  give  *'  thanks  to  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
of  whom  the  whole  family  in  Heaven  and  Earth  is  named,"  for  his 
great  grace  and  many  gifts  bestowed  on  those,  who  have  gone  before 
us  in  the  way  of  salvation,  and  by  whom  we  are  now  compassed  about 
in  our  Christian  course,  as  a  cloud  of  witnesses  looking  down  upon 
us  from  the  Heavenly  world.     And  we  could  pray,  **  Enable  us  to 
follow  their  fait%,  that  we  may  enter  at  their  joy  and  so  abide  with 
them  in  rest  and  peace,  till  both  they  and  we  shall  reach  our  common 
coDsommation  of  redemption  and  bliss  in  the  glorious  resurrection  of 
the  last  day." 

P.  S  DAVIS,  Chairman. 

[For  Statistical  Report,  see  Appendix.] 


The  following  religious  exercises  were  observed  during  the  sessions 
of  Synod : 

1\  The  sessions  of  eaoh  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious 
exercises. 

2).  Rev.  Ephraim  Kieffer,  Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  J.  Spangler  Eieffer, 
and  Elders  Adam  B.  Wingerd  and  John  Ifeilman  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  Religious  Exercises.  This  committee  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Exercises  respectfully  report  the  fol- 
lowing appointments : 

Thursday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  D.  Gans. 

Friday  evening. — Religious  exercises — Invocation  and  hymn  by 
Rer.  Simon  S.  Miller;  Prayer  by  Rev.  Samuel  Miller;  Address  by 
Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller;  Address  by  Rev.  George  B.  Russell;  Prayer  by 
Rev.  John  S.  Foulk ;  Hymn  and  Benediction  by  Rev.  John  C. 
Hensell. 

Saturday  afternoon — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  D.  Zacharias.  Saturday 
evening — Sermon  by  Rev.  George  D.  Wolff. 

Sabbath  morning. — Consecration  services — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  E. 
£.  Higbec. 

Sunday  afternoon. — Sunday  School  Addresses  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ema- 
nuel V.  Gerhart  and  A.  Carl  Whitmer. 

Sunday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin. 

Monday  afternoon. — ^Inauguration  of  Professor  Emanuel  V.  Ger- 
hart, D.D. 
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^  Monday  evening. — Miasionary  Anniversary.     Addresses  by  Sey. 
L.  D.  Leberman;  Br.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  and  T.  P.  Bueber. 

Second  Reformed  Church, — Saturday  evening,  Rev.  J.  Knie — 
Sunday  morning,  J.  F.  Buscbe — Sunday  evening,  Rev.  M.  Baobman. 

Prethyterian  Church, — Sunday  morning.  Dr.  Jobn  W.  Nevin — 
Evening,  Rev.  Dr.  T.  O.  Apple. 

Lutheran  Church. — ^Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp,  morning,  and  Rev.  J.  31. 
Titzel,  evening. 

Methodist  Church. — ^Rev.  J.  C.  Heasell,  morning,  and  Rev.  J.  S. 
Foulk,  evening. 

United  Brethren  Church. — Rev.  J.  W.  Love,  morning,  and  Rev. 
M.  A.  Smith,  evening. 

African  Church. — ^Morning,  Rev.  E.  R.  Esobbacb,  and  evening, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Lescber. 

Respectfully  submitted ,  * 

E.  KIEFFER,  Chairman. 

The  several  appointments  were  filled,  as  provided  for  in  tbe  report, 
except  the  Religious  Exercises  assigned  to  Friday  evening.  These 
were  substituted  by  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Gkorge  B.  Russell. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

I.  Repobts  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors. 

(a)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Tbe  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Theological  Semina^p  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Theological  Seminary : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  U.  S.  : 

Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren. — This  Board  held  its  last  regular 
meeting  in  the  lecture-room  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Greencastle 
Pa.,  on  the  6th  instant. 

The  members  present  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  prosperity 
of  this  institution.  The  Treasurer  presented  bis  annual  report  to  the 
Board,  which  was  examined  by  comparing  it  with  the  vouchers  and 
found  to  be  correct,  and  is  herewith  presented  as  part  of  this  report 

The  Board  respectfully  directs  the  attention  of  Synod  to  two  items 
in  said  report,  the  first  of  which  is  that  tbe  Rev.  Drs.  Apple  and 
Higbee,  by  an  arrangement  of  the  Board  of  Visitors^  filled  the  vacant 
professorship  caused  by  the  death  of  our  beloved  Dr.  Harbaugh 
until  the  close  of  that  year,  for  which  they  have  not  received  any 
compensation.  This  important  work  caused  them  much  additional 
labor,  which  was  very  cheerfully  and  ably  performed.  Having  no 
authority  to  pay  these'  brethren  for  this  labor,  we  respectfully  ask 
Synod  to  instruct  us  to  compensate  them  for  said  services. 


The  other  item  to  which  we  wish  to  oallyovr  attention  is  the  oon- 
ditioQ  of  the  Tntorship  Fund. 

Onr  Treamurer  has  tne  hondM  of  hut  eight  GlaaBes  in  his  possession, 
and  the  interest  on  these  is  paid  very  irregularly.  All  the  bonds 
^ven  in  aid  of  this  fond  should  be  in  his  hands  and  the  interest  paid 
promptly. 

Withm  the  last  year  onr  Treasurer  has  effected  an  Insurance  for 
$M00  against  loss  by  fire  on  our  Professor's  houses.  This  insurance 
being  perpetual,  the  Board  can  realise  the  cost  of  it  at  any  time  they 
may  wish  to  surrender  the  Policy,  at  a  loss  of  but  5  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  |Miid  for  it. 

Your  Board  would  report,  that  they  took  legal  counsel  on  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Theological  Seminary  Tutorship  and  Tercentenary 
funds,  and  are  advised  that  the  consolidation  will  not  impair  the  funds, 
if  their  diyidends  and  interest  be  not  diverted  from  their  proper  use. 
We  do,  therefore,  recommend  said  consolidation  for  the  relief  of  the 
Treasarer. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board, 

D.  W.  GROSS,  B'uident. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Gbntlemxn  : 

I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Treasurer  of  the  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  from  October  1,  1867,  to  October  1, 1868. 

The  income  ftom  the  Seminary  fhnd  is  in  excess  of  last  year,  owing 
to  the  majority  of  the  investments  yielding  over  six  per  cent.  The 
disbursements  have  not  been  so  much  as  last  year,  as  there  was  but 
one  regular  Professor  from  January  to  August  1,  during  which  time, 
however,  Brs.  Higbee  and  Apple  took  the  place  of  our  beloved  brother, 
Dr.  H.  Harbaugh,  deceased.  Your  Treasurer  had  no  authority  to 
pay  these  brethren  for  this  labor,  but  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Board  to  the  fact.  The  expenses  incurred  by  Dr.  Gerhart's  moving 
from  Lancaster  to  Mercersburg  amount  to  about  $225,  which  leaves  a 
balance  in  the  Treasury  of  tl  02.28. 

There  were  received  $251,  principal  on  Flainfield  Bonds,  which 
amount  is  in  the  treasury.  There  were  also  received  from  Lebanon 
Claasis  $43,  Synodical  apportionment,  which  the  Treasurer  is  instructed 
by  Synod  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col- 
lege. 

Your  Treasurer  must  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  fact,  that 
the  interest  due  the  Tutorship  Fund  is  very  much  neglected.  Last 
year  the  Treasurer  overpaid  $231.92  and  this  year  $678.92.  This 
ought  not  so  to  be,  as  the  Tutor  must  have  his  regular  salary.  The 
Treasurer  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Bourd  to  the  fact,  that 
be  has  but  eight  of  the  Bonds  given  by  the  Glasses,  vis.,  Maryland, 
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Mereenburg,  Zions,  East  Siuqaehaiina,  Philadelphia,  East  Peimijl- 
Tania,  West  Susquehanna,  and  Ooehenhoppen. 

The  Tercentenary  Fund  has  paid  an  interest  in  excess  of  last  year. 
The  amount  of  the  Fund  last  year  was  tl5,853.62.  Interest  received 
this  year  is  $1188.58;  with  the  balance  in-ihe  Treasury,  last  year,  of 
t385.20.  Out  of  this  amount  $681.50  were  paid  on  repairs  to  Semi- 
nar buildings^  leaving  the  Fund  $16,745.90. 

The  Theological  Library  Fund  received  $500  to  its  principal,  and 
$109.04  interest  from  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  on  the  Ex-Sheriff  Dan- 
can  fund.  And  interest  from  the  investment,  $94.50,  with  $80.66  in 
the  Treasury  last  year,  making  the  Library  Fund  principal  $1850  and 
$249.34  interest. 

BespectfuUy  submitted, 

A.  B.  WIN6ERD,  Treamrer. 

A.  B.  WiNQEftD,  Treasurer,  in  (Mcounl  totih   Theological  Semuuuy 

from  October  1,  1867,  to  October  1,  1868. 


October  1, 1868.  DR. 

To  amt.  interest  received  on  Plainfield  Bonds...  $216  00 

«  <«  '<      Kieffer  fund $  570  00 

«  "  **      Keller    «     300  00 

«  «'  «      Cook       "     83  30 

<*    Bank  Dividends. 1,260  20 

"    Interest  on  Sundry  Investments. 325  00 

2,538  50 


October  1, 1868.  CR.  $2,754  50 

By  amt  paid  Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee $1,500  00 

«     Balance  Extra  Salary.. 125  00 

«     paid  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart 250  00 

*'    Treasurer's  Salary 100  00 

<^     Postage  and  Stationery 15  00 

«     Klopp  Legacy , 40  00 

'<     Tax  on  Bank  Stock 16  14 

*<     Assessment  on  Insurance 17  50 

"     paid  for  Insurance  on  Professors' houses  180  00 

'<        "  on  Transfer  and  stamps  for  mortg'e  5  00 

"    Survey  and  Policy 3  50 

*<     Dr.  E.  y.  Oerhart's  moving  expenses..  225  00 

due  Treasurer  from  last  year 175  08 

in  Treasury 102  28 

2,754  60 


a 


PLAINnXLD  BOND  FEINGIPAL. 
DR. 

eceived $261  00 


k* 
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Ootober  1, 1868.  GR. 

By  amoant  in  Treanury 1251  00 

BTNODIOAL  APPORTION  MSN  T. 

DR. 
To  amouBt  reeeived  from  Lebanon  ClassiB $42  00 

CR. 
Bj  mmount  in  Treasory 42  00 

THSOLOOIOAL  TUTORSHIP  rUND. 

DR. 

To  Amonnt  Interest  reoeived $458  00 

"        "      dne  Treasurer 673  92 

$1,131  92 

CR. 

By  amonnt  paid  Rev.  J.  B.  Eerahner $900  00 

"      dne  Treasurer  last  year 231  92 

$1,131  92 

/         TBROSNTSNART  VUND. 

DR. 

To  amount  of  fnnd  last  year $15,853  62. 

'^     in  Treasury  last  year 385  20 

*'     Interests  reeeived 1,135  89 

"    diference  in  changing  Investment....         52  69 

$17,427  40 

GR. 

By  amount  paid  on  repairs $     68150 

''  whole  amount,  baUnoe 16,745  90 

: $17,427  40 

THSOLOOIOAL  LIBRARY. 
DR. 

To  amount  Interest  received.. $203  54 

*'        "      in  Treasury  last  year 80  66 

$284  20 

CR. 

By  amonnt  paid  F.  W.  Christern $  620 

"       "        "    Dr.  Phil.  Schaff. 14  78 

*'       "        "         «          "        11  95 

"       "        "    Prof.  Kersohner 1 98 

"       "     in  Treasuiy : 249  34 

$284  20 


k( 


k* 
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(h)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Vtsitort. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  tbe  Board  of  Yiaitors  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Theological  Seminary : 

The  members  of  the  Board,  elected  at  the  Synod  of  Baltimore,  met 
and  organized  at  that  time.  Dr.  T.  0.  Apple,  President;  Dr.  S.  R. 
Fisher,  Treasurer ;  and  W.  E.  Krebs,  Secretary. 

Daring  the  year  the  Board  held  three  special  sessions  in  Meroersbnrg, 
one  in  November  of  last  year,  one  in  January  and  one  in  September,  of 
the  present  year.  The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  May  last.  These 
meetings  were  well  attended  by  the  members  of  the  Board.  The  fol- 
lowing, is  a  list  of  the  students  in  attendance  upon  the  lectures  in  the 
Seminary  daring  the  year  :  T.  Frank  Hoffineier,  8.  SchweitEcr,  J.  B. 
Kieffer,  C.  B.  Shulenberger,  and  H.  W.  Hoffmeier,  constituting  the 
Senior  Class ;  £.  0.  Forney  and  J.  F.  Wiant  constituting  the  Middle 
Class;  and  Tilghman  Derr,  A.  H.  Dotterer,  A.  C.  Oeary,  C.  S.  Ger- 
hard, Henri  Grandlienard,  S.  K.  Eremer,  J.  A.  Novinger,  Daniel 
Tobias,  and  Wm.  W.  Clouser  constituting  the  Junior  Class.  These 
classes  were  carried  through  the  different  departments  of  Historical, 
Ezegetical,  Dogmatic  and  Practical  Theology  pertaining  severally  to 
each  class  by  the  respective  Professors.  The  examinations,  through 
which  the  students  were  carried  at  the  close  of  the  session,  were 
thorough,  and  fully  demonstrated  that  the  teachers  have  been  untiring 
in  their  arduous  labors  and  the  students  faithful  to  their  appointed 
coarse  of  study.  The  examinations  were  approved  by  the  Board, 
and  the  Senior  Class  were  granted  certificates  of  honorable  dismission 
and  recommendation  for  licensure. 

The  Faculty  report,  that  the  students  have  been  uniformly  exem- 
plary and  diligent  in  their  studies,  and  have  manifested  much  leal  in 
advancing  the  interest  of  their  theological  coui^.  They  have  beauti- 
fully refitted  their  reading  room,  and  stocked  it  with  additional  Ee- 
views  and  papers.  A  melodeon  has  been  provided  for  the  purposes 
of  morning  and  evening  worship,  as  also  for  the  demands  of  the  Sem- 
inary Chapel.  Many  trees  have  been  planted  in  the  campus,  tind  in 
other  ways  the  grounds  around  the  building  have,  by  the  professors 
and  students,  been  beautified. 

The  Seminary  has  labored  under  great  disadvantage  in  view  of  the 
illness  and  deatn  of  one  of  its  Professors,  the  Bev,  Dr.  Harbaugh,  of 
blessed  memory.  His  paiqful  sickness,  commencing  just  at  the  dose 
of  vacation,  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  deliver  any  lectures  through 
any  part  of  the  Seniinary  vear.  In  this  state  of  amiirs  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Higbee  increased  the  number  of  his  boure  of  lecturing,  which  he  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year.  Rev.  Dr.  Apple,  Preei^snt  of  Mercers- 
burg  CoUege,  was  also  called  by  the  Board  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Seminanr,  with  whose  timely  and  valuable  aid  all  the  regular  depart- 
ments 01  the  Seminary  were  kept  up  during  nearly  the  whole  session. 
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The  Board  felt  itself  obligated  to  meet  the  expenses  necessary  to 
carry  ont  this  arrangement,  and  hereby  respeotfully  asks  Synod 
to  devote  the  amount  of  Dr.  Harbaugh's  salary  accruing  since  his 
death  to  the  defraying  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Board  in  thus 
keeping  up  the  teaching  force  of  the  Seminary.  Inasmuch  as  these 
labors  were  sustained  both  by  Drs.  Higbee  and  Apple,  and  inasmuch 
as  the  services  of  the  latter  could  not  be  procured  without  in  some 
measure  supplying  his  place  in  the  College,  the  Board  e£fected  the 
following  division  of  this  fund,  which  is  satisfactory  to  the  parties 
concerned:  the  amount  of  $410  to  Dr.  Apple,  tSlO  to  Dr.  Higbee 
and  $155  to  Mr.  Kessler.  Synod  is  respectfully  asked  to  confirm 
this  arrangement.  The  Board  would  take  this  opportunity  to  say,  that 
this  remuneration  is  comparatively  meagre  in  view  of  the  immense 
amount  of  labor  thus  imposed  upon  these  brethren,  which,  however, 
was  cheerfully  borne  on  their  part  for  the  success  of  the  institution. 

In  this  connection  the  following  action  was  also  taken  by  the 
Board : 

Whereas,  The  labors  of  the  professors  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary have  become  too  onerous  to  be  properly  attended  to  by  the  num- 
ber thus  employed  at  present,  and  even  when  attended  to  as  far  as 
this  is  practicable,  imposes  burdens  upon  them  which  are  too  se- 
vere to  be  endured  for  any  length  of  time  without  serious  injury  to 
their  physical  powers,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  highly  desirable  for  the  interests  of  the  Church, 
that  the  teaching  force  in  the  Seminary  be  strengthened  and  made  as 
efficient  as  possible,  and  the  present  seems  to  furnish  as  favorable  an 
opportunity  as  may  occur  for  some  time  to  come,  to  secure  the  means 
necessary  to  provide  the  additional  teaching  force  needed,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  be  and  is  hereby  urgently  requested  to 
carry  into  immediate  effect  the  Tercentenary  Professorship  in  the 
Seminary  by  electing  s  Professor  at  once,  who  shall  occupy  the  chair 
of  Exegesis  and  kindred  branches,  and  that  prompt  measures  be  taken 
to  increase  the  fund  set  apart  for  the  founding  of  this  Professorship, 
so  as  to  provide  a  competent  support  for  the  Professor  who  shall  oc- 
cupy this  chair. 

Prof.  J.  B.  Kershner  was  reelected  Tutor  in  the  Seminary  for  an- 
other year  on  the  same  terms  as  in  the  year  just  closed.  He  has  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  duties  of  the  posi- 
tion. The  Board  has  not  been  able  to  nominate  a  travelling  Tutor 
to  Synod  the  present  year. 

The  Board  earnestly  commend  to  Synod  the  subject  of  erectinc^  a 
suitable  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Harbaugh.  His 
remains  lie  buried  in  the  yard  in  front  of  the  church  in  Mercersbarg. 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  place  where  he  lived  and  labored  for 
the  Church.  The  grave  of  one  we  honored  and  loved  should  not  lie 
neglected  by  us,  who  enjoy  the  benefits  of  his  well-spent  life.  A  suit- 
able stone,  plain  and  neat,  just  such  a  one  as  he  himself  would  no 
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donbt  have  desired,  ougbt  to  mark  the  resting-place  of  the  honored 
dead. 

The  attention  of  the  Glassis  shonld  be  renewedly  called  to  the  mib- 
ject  of  education  of  yonng  men  for  the  Holy  Ministry.  The  Board 
has  now  under  its  care  jost  as  many  beneficiaries  as  its  fands  will 
allow.  Applications  are  still  coming  in,  and  it  is  of  the  ntmoBt  im- 
portance to  the  welfare  of  the  Chnrch,  that  none  be  refosed  and  turned 
empty  away.  The  contributions  to  this  cause  should,  therefore,  not 
only  be  continued,  but  largely  increased.  The  annual  report  of  the 
Treasurer  is  appended.  Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  E.  KREBS,  Secretary. 

Stnopsis  of  Treasurse's  Report. 

Board  of  Education  of  the  German  Reformed  Churchy  in  aceomtU 

with  Samuel  R.  Fisher ^  Treasurer, 

CR. 

By  balance  ih  Treasury,  Oct.  1867 $1,175  S^ 

By  cash  received  from  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania 559  31 

"                           Lebanon 320  81 

«                           Zions 286  45 

"                           Philadelphia 832  12 

Maryknd 108  00 

Mercersburg 244  34 

Ooshenhoppen 448  55 

«                            Lancaster 8  40 

<<                            East  Susquehanna 334  64 

"                       '     West  Susquebanna 114  00 

"                           West  New  York 2  72 

"                            Interest  and  Dividends...  250  63 

"                           Miscellaneous 23  10 

DR.  $4,708  93 

To  amount  paid  beneficiaries  of 

Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania $701  00 

Lebanon 362  00 

Zions 200  00 

Philadelphia 809  00 

Mercersburg 550  00 

Ooshenhoppen 543  50 

Lancaster 193  00 

East  Susquehanna 185  00 

West  Susquehanna 1 14  00 

Maryland 150  00 

Clarion 200  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 701  43 

$4,708  93 
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I  hereby  certify  tbat  I  have  examined  the  above  aocount,  witb  tbe 
Touehen,  &e.,  and  find  it  oorrect. 

J.  HA8SLER. 

HAQxasTOWN,  Md.,  Oct.  23d,  1868. 

II.     RSPORT  or  THS  OOMMITTSS  ON  THX  THXOLOOIOAL  8BMINART. 

The  Committee  on  tbe  Tbeological  Seminary,  to  wbom  tbe  foregoine 
reporta  were  referred,  enbmitted  tbeir  report,  wbicb  was  receired  and 
taken  up  item  by  item : 

The  Committee  on  tbe  Tbeological  Seminary  respeotfiilly  submit 
the  following  report : 

1.   The  report  of  (ht  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary, 

We  learn  from  tbis  report,  tbat  tbe  Board  attended  to  tbe  business 
claiming  its  attention. 

Tbey  took  legal  adyice  in  reference  to  tbe  consolidation  of  tbe 
Theological  Seminary,  Tutorsbip  and  Tercentenary  Funds,  and  are 
adTised,  tbat  it  will  not  impair  tbe  funds,  if  tbe  dividends  and  interest 
be  not  diverted  from  tbeir  proper  use.  Tbey,  also,  tbrougb  tbeir 
Treasurer,  effected  a  perpetual  insurance  against  loss  by  fire,  on  tbe 
Professors'  bouses,  to  tbe  amount  of  $6000,  wbicb  policy  can  be  sur- 
rendered and  tbe  amount  paid,  refunded  at  any  time,  at  a  loss  of  five 
per  cent,  of  tbe  amount  paid.  Tbey  also  call  tbe  attention  of  tbe 
Synod  to  the  confused  condition  of  tbe  Tutorsbip  Fund,  and  to  tbe 
arrangement  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  fill  tbe  Professorsbip,  made 
vacant  by  tbe  deatb  of  Rev.  Dr.  Harbaugb. 

In  view  of  tbe  foregoing  statement,  tbe  Committee  would  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolations : 

Resolved,  Tbat  Synod  consolidate  the  Seminary,  Tutorsbip  and 
Tercentenary  Funds. 

Resolvedy  That  Synod  request  tbe  several  Classes  to  place  tbeir 
Tutorsbip  Bonds  in  tbe  banas  of  tbe  Treasurer  of  tbe  Seminary,  and 
see  tbat  the  interest  on  them  be  regularly  paid. 

Resolved,  Tbat  Synod  approve  the  action  of  tbe  Board  of  Trustees 
in  effecting  an  insurance  against  loss  by  fire  on  tbe  Professors'  bouses. 

2.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors^ 

From  tbis  report  we  learn,  that  tbe  Board  organised  immediately 
after  their  election  by  tbe  Synod  at  Baltimore.  Besides  tbe  annual 
meeting  in  May  Ust,  tbey  held  three  special  meetings  during  the  year 
to  attend  to  such  business  as  claimed  attention.  They  attended  tbe 
examinations  in  tbe  Seminary,  wbicb  were  thorough  and  highly  satis- 
factory, and  reflected  credit,  both  on  the  Professor  and  the  students. 
Tbe  number  of  students  attending  the  several  classes  during  tbe  year 
is  eighteen.  Their  conduct  has  been  uniformily  exemplary.  Tbe 
Board  requests  Synod  to  appropriate  tbat  amount  of  Dr.  Harbangb'B 
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salary,  aeoming  from  Uie  time  of  bia  death  to  the  end  of  the  year,  to 
defraying  the  expenses  incorred  in  making  temporary  proviaion  to 
fill  his  place.  They  also,  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fiaust,  that 
the  teaching  force  in  the  Seminary  is  not  sufficient ;  and  pray  Synod 
to  make  immediate  provision  to  supply  the  additional  force  needed. 
The  Board  have  under  its  care  just  as  many  Beneficiaries  as  its  funds 
Tfill  allow.  It  has  also  re-elected  the  Rer.  J.  B.  Kershner,  Tutor  in 
the  Seminary  for  another  year.  The  Board  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
comply  with  the  regulations  of  Synod  in  appointing  a  traTellin^ 
Tutor.  They  also  recommend  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument 
over  the  remains  of  Dr.  Harbaugh. 

3.    The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Seminary, 

This  report  presents  an  encouraging  aspect.  The  income  of  the 
Seminary  fund  is  in  excess  of  the  year  before,  owing  to  a  majority  of 
the  investments  yielding  over  six  per  cent. 

The  disbursements  have  not  been  as  great  as  during  the  previous 
year,  owing  to  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  much  lamented  death  ot 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Harbaugh. 

The  Committee  recommend  to  Synod,  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  Synod  approve  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Board 
of  Visitors  with  the  Rev.  Drs.  Apple  and  Higbee  and  Tutor  Eershner, 
in  temporarily  supplying  Dr.  Harbaugh's  phioe,  and  that  the  Treasurer 
be  instructed  to  pay  respectively  the  several  amounts  apportioned  by 
the  Board,  to  the  above  named  brethren. 

Resolved^  That  Synod  proceed  at  this  meeting  to  elect  a  Professor 
for  the  Seminary,  to  occupy  the  chair  of  Exegesis  and  kindred 
branches;  and  that  proper  measures  be  immediately  taken  to  complete 
the  endowment  of  the  Tercentenary  Professorship. 

Resolved,  That  Synod  adopt  measures  to  erect  a  suitable  monument 
over  the  remains  of  the  late  Dr.  Harbaugh,  and  that  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  take  up  a  subscription  among  the  Ministers,  Elders  and 
other  friends  of  Dr.  Harbaugh,  on  the  floor  of  this  Synod,  and  con- 
tinue their  efforts  until  a  sufficient  sum  shall  have  been  secured  for 
this  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  Synod  request  the  several  Classes,  earnestly  to 
enjoin  upon  all  their  Pastors  and  Consistories,  to  take  immediate 
measures  to  increase  their  contributions  in  aid  of  Beneficiary  Education. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  HECKERMAN,  Chairman. 

The  resolution  in  the  above  report,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  an 
additional  Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day,  for  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
sixth  day  of  the  sessions.  At  the  time  fixed  upon,  the  resolution  was 
taken  up  and  fully  discussed.    It  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 
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Betclvedj  Thfttthis  SynSi  prooeed  to  fill  the  Tereentenary  Pro- 
fessorial chair,  whoee  department  shall  beExegeeisand  kindred  subjects, 
and  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  to  complete  the  Endowment 
Fund  to  the  amount  previously  determined  upon,  and  that  the  Professor 
elect  enter  upon  his  duties,  as  soon  as  the  amount  be  secured. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted,  and  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Theological  Seminary,  as  thus  amended,  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Afler  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  relative  to  filling  the  Tercente- 
nary Professorial  chair,  a  member  called  for  the  ^ea<  and  na^$.  The 
President  decided,  that  the  call  was  out  of  order,  under  the  rules  of 
Synod,  unless  the  member  felt  himself  aggrieved  by  the  decision.  From 
this  decision  of  the  chair,  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Synod.  The 
decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained  by  the  following  vote  of  yea$  and 


YxAS. — J.  G.  J.  Kurta,  John  Beck,  J.  Laubach,  B.  Bausman,  J. 
Klein,  C.  D.  Zehring,  D.  W.  Wolff,  W.  K.  H.  Deatrich,  D.  Gring, 
W.  A.  Wilt,  J.  Deitzler,  J.  Frownfelter,  H.  St  J.  Rinker,  J.  C. 
Henaell,  J.  Snapp,  P.  Wise,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  G.  L.  Staley,  J.  Motter, 
J.  T.  Ankenny,  H.  H.  W.  Hibschman,  D.  E.  Klopp,  W.  Sorber,  D. 
Grans,  T.  Ingram,  H.  Heckerman,  J.  W.  Love,  G.  H.  Mengel,  A.  B. 
Wingerd,  J.  Bowman,  J.  F.  Busche,  S.  Kuhn,  W.  A.  Gring,  W.  H. 
Seibert,  H.  Stouffer,  J.  H.  Apple,  John  Crick,  G.  B.  RnsseU,  C.  M. 
Bouach,  J.  Fritzinger,  D.  Fry,  C.  H.  Reiter,  J.  Knie.     Yecu,  43. 

Nats.— M.  A.  Smith,  I.  E.  Loos,  S.  Miller,  E.  Kieffer,  D.  Zaoha- 
rias,  J.  S.  Foulk,  J.  M.  Titzel,  G.  S.  Griflith,  J.  Dahlman,  Jr.,  J.  H. 
A.  Bomberger,  J.  Schmidt,  H.  0.  Hoover,  G.  W.  Aughinbaugh,  J.  H. 
Dubbs,  J.  W.  Nevin,  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  W.  Gross,  J.  G.  Shoemaker, 
£.  H.  Dieffenbacher,  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher,  H.  Hoffman,  J.  W.  Stein- 
metz,  G.  C.  Welker,  J.  W.  Lescher,  L.  C.  Edmonds,  M.  Brown,  and 
J.  K.  Runkle.     Nay$,  27. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

ReMolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consist  of  one  member 
from  each  Class  is  represented  in  Synod,  to  nominate  one  or  more 
candidates  to  be  voted  for  to  fill  the  Tercentenary  Professorship  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Committee  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  removing  the  Seminary  to  Lancaster. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  the  Committee  called  for  in 
the  foregoing  resolutions : 

Rev.  John  Beck,  Benjamin  Bausman,  E^raim  Kieffer,  H.  St.  John 
Rinker,  G.  Lewis  Staley,  David  E.  Klopp,  F.  Seibert  Davis,  J.  Henry 
Dabbs,  John  F.  Busche,  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart;  Joseph  G.  Shoe- 
maker, George  B.  Russell^  Henry  Hoffman,  Lewis  C.  Edmonds,  John 
Knie,  and  Elders  Joseph  Lanbach,  John  Heilman,  and  Joshua  Motter. 

This  Committee  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received^ 
amended  and  adopted.    The  report,  as  adopted,  is  as  follows  : 
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The  Committee  ftppoioted  to  nomioaft  one  or  more  eandidatft'  ^ 
fiH  the  Teroentenary  Profeasorship  io  the  Theological  Seminary, 
fix  the  time  for  holding  the  election,  and  to  consider  the  removnl  Ok 
the  Theological  Seminary  to  Lancaster,  report  us  follows  : 

Yonr  Committee  have  given  the  subjects  referred  to  it  the  consid- 
eration which  their  importance  demands,  and  unanimously  nomiDate 
the  following  candidates^  vis.:  Bev.  Dr.  Daniel  Cans  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Thomas  G.  Apple. 

They  would  also  recommend  that  the  election  be  held  on  Thursday 
morning  at  10  o'clock. 

In  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  Theological  Seminary  to  Lancaster, 
your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  action  : 

Rtsolvedj  That  the  Theological  Seminary  be  removed  to  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  and  that  $50,000  be  raised  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  and 
paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Seminary  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the 
necessaiy  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Seminary. 

Respectfully  submitted,  • 

JOHN  BECK,  CKaimum. 

The  election  of  a  Professor  assigned  in  the  foregoine^  report  to  ten 
o'clock,  on  Thursday  morning,  was,  when  the  hour  arrived,  postponed 
until  the  opening  of  the  session  in  the  afternoon  at  two  o'clock.  At 
the  time  appointed  the  election  was  held.  After  some  time  had  been 
spent  in  religious  exercises,  the  Rev.  John  Beck  and  George  B. 
Rnasell,  were  appointed  tellers,  who  lifted  the  ballots,  counted  them 
out,  and  furnished  the  President  with  the  result.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Daniel  Gans,  having  received  the  highest  number  of  votes,  was 
declared  to  be  elected.  On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  6. 
Apple,  the  election  was  made  unanimous. 

The  officers  of  Synod  were  instructed  to  inform  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel 
Gans  of  his  election,  and  make  out  a  call  to  him  in  the  name  of  the 
Synod  in  the  usual  form,  inserting  the  same  amount  of  salary  as  is 
paid  to  the  other  Professor's  in  the  Seminary. 

In  connection  with  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  portion  of  the  fore- 
going report  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  the 
following  additional  resolutions  were  adopted. 

ReMolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  be  in- 
stmoted  to  put  into  the  field  immediately,  a  suitable  agent  to  secure 
the  $50,000  proposed  to  be  raised  for  the  Theol  gical  ^e  ninary. 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
consummate  the  above  action,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  provisions  can 
be  made  for  the  proper  accommodation  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  the  sum  of  $50,000  has  been  obtained. 

Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  Y.  Gkrhart,  Ja'*ob  O.  Miller,  Benjamin  Bans- 
man,,  and  Elders  Daniel  W.  Gross,  John  Heilman,  Joseph  Laubaoh, 
Bdinurd  J.  Zahm,  John  Meily,  and  Michael  Brown,  were  appointed 
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tlie  Committee  proyided  for  in  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Theological  Seminary,  to  solioit  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  monument 
to  the  memory  of  the  Bey.  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh,  deceaaed. 

III.  ELECTION  OP  THE  BOARDS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  THEOLOGICAL 

8BMINABY. 

Board  of  Tntstees. — Henry  Ruby,  Joshua  Motter,  David  Zeller, 
Oeorge  Cook,  Daniel  W.  Oroes,  Gkorge  Z.  Kunkel,  Adam  B.  Wingerd, 
Mtrtia  Rickenbaugh,  James  Cushwa,  William  Heyser,  John  Zeller, 
Samael  B.  Snively,  David  B.  Martin,  David  0.  Hammond,  Edward 
J.  Zahm,  and  Jacob  Heyser,  of  the  former  Board  were  retained.  In 
the  place  of  those  omitted,  D.  M.  B.  Shann^m,  of  Mercersburg,  Pa., 
and  John  P.  Haasler,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  were  elected. 

Bfjard  of  VUiturz. — ^Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Jacob  Hassler, 
Joseph  W.  Santee,  Isaao  G.  Brown,  Walter  E.  Krebs,  William 
Goodrich,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  Benjamin  Bans- 
man,  Peter  S.  Davis,  and  Samuel  N.  Callender,  of  the  former  Board, 
were  retained.  In  the  place  of  the  one  omitted,  the  Rev.  J.  Spaogler 
Kieffer  waa  elected. 

ly.     MI8CBLLANS0U8    ITEMS    BELATINO   TO    THE    THEOLOOICAL 

SEMINARY. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  continued  by  the  last  annual  Synod, 
to  examine  the  records  of  Synod,  and  ascertain  which  Professorship 
wu  intended  to  be  regarded  as  the  German  Professorship,  submitted 

the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

The  undersigned,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Synods  of  York,  1866,  to  examine  the  records  of  previous  Sjnods  in 
r^rd  to  the  Second  or»German  Professorship  in  the  Theologioal 
Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  begs  leave  to  report,  that,  having  made 
several  ineffectual  attempts  to  secure  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  he 
would  respectfully  ask  that  the  Committee  be  discharged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER. 


The  Treasurer  of  Synod  asked  for  information,  as  to  how  he  is  to 
raise  the  funds  necessary  to  meet  the  amount  of  the  Professors' 
adaries  beyond  what  is  furnished  by  the  proceeds  from  the  old  Semi- 
nary Funds.     It  was,  therefore, 

Iteioloed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  en- 
deavor to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  deficiency  which  is  to  be  provided 
'for. 

The  providing  for  the  deficiency  in  the  proceeds  of  the  Tutorship 
Fand,  to  pay  the  Tutor's  salary,  was  also  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee. This  Committee  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received, 
amended  and  adopted.    The  report,  as  adopted,  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminaryi  to  whom  the  items 
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relating  to  the  old  Endowment  and  Tutorship  Funds  were  referred, 
beg  leaye  to  report  the  following  for  adoption : 

Whsbxas,  The  pro<^ds  of  the  old  Endowment  Fund  of  the 
Seminary  together  with  those  of  Tutorship  Fund,  are  insufficient  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  the  Professors  and  Tutor;  Therefore, 

Resolvedy  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  appoint  a  suitable  agent  to  raise  the 
amount  needed  to  complete  the  Tercentenary  Professorial  Fund. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  agent,  after  the  amount  needed  for  the  pur- 
pose above  named  is  secured,  shall  be  authorized  to  raise  by  subscription, 
bonds  or  bequests,  at  least  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  added  to  the 
old  Seminary  Endowment,  for  the  full  support  of  the  Professors, 
whose  salaries  the  Synod  has  already  fixed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  pay 
the  present  deficit  and  what  may  occur  hereafter,  out  of  the  interest 
of  such  monies  as  he  shall  find  in  his  hands,  until  such  time  as  the 
above  Endowment  shall  be  considered  complete. 

Resolved,  That  monies  so  used,  shall  be  refunded  out  of  such  funds 
as  the  agent  shall  fi'om  time  to  time  secure. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  HEOKERMAN,  Chairman. 

The  following  additional  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  be  in- 
structed to  inform  the  several  Classes  indebted  on  account  of  the 
Theological  Tutorship  Fund,  of  the  amount  of  that  indebtedness. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  a  communication  addressed 
to  the  President  of  the  last  Synod,  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  V- 
Oerhart,  in  which  he  announced  his  acceptance  of  the  Professorship 
of  Didactic  and  Practical  Theology  in  the  Theologioal  Seminary  at 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  to  which  he  had  been  elected  by  the  Synod  which 
met  in  special  session  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  the  month  of  March  last 

Agreeably  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Sjmod  which  met  in 
special  session  at  Harrisburg  Pa.,  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
inauguration  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Qerhart,  which  took  place  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions.  The  exercises  conneoted  with 
the  inauguration  were  conducted  in  the  following  order : 

1.  Invocation  by  the  Rev.  John  W.  Nevin,  D.  D. 

2.  Hymn  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender. 

3.  Address  by  the  Rev.  John  W.  Nevin,  D^  D. 

4.  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D. 

5.  Reading  of  the  Scriptures  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender. 

6.  Administering  the  oath  of  office  to  the  Professor  by  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D. 

7.  Inaugurating  Prayer  bv  the  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender. 

ugural  address  by  the  Rev.  Emanuel  Y.  Gkrhart,  D.  D. 
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ARTICLE  XIV 
MISSIONS. 
The  foDowing  statement  from  the  late  Oorreiponding  Secretary  of 
tbe  Board  of  Home  Missions,  accompanied  with  a  statement  from  the 
TTeasnrer  of  the  Board,  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
ICiflnoos: 

To  the  S^fnad  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  StciteSf 
connnetud  in  HagerUoumf  Maryland  : 

BaiTHBSN— Bj  special  request  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  re- 
port to  voor  reverend  body  on  the  state  of  Missions  (although  I  have 
reogDcd  my  position  as  Corresponding  Secretary,  bat  by  no  means 
mT  oeep  interest  in  the  work),  I  cheerfully  comply  by  submitting  the 
following : 

I  am  not  aware,  that  the  number  of  our  Missions  or  Missionaries  has 
diminished  during  the  past  year.  Nor  are  there  indications,  that  the 
vork  as  a  whole  is  not  progressing.  If  not  progressing  in  extending, 
jet  in  strengthening  tnat  which  has  been  partly  cultivated.  The 
leaaon  why  our  field  has  not  been  enlarged  as  well  as  strengthened,  is 
because  the  Board  has  some  to  a  financial  crisis.  The  income 
during  the  year  proved  insufficient  to  meet  the  obligations  of  the 
Board.  Under  such  circumstances  it  would  have  been  worse  than 
fbllj  to  take  up  new  territory  or  to  commission  more  laborers.  All 
the  efforts  put  forth  by  your  humble  servant  and  others  to  secure  an 
increase  of  fands  have  proved  unsuccessful.  The  Board  is  indebted 
to  its  worthy  Treasurer,  and  a  number  of  orders  in  favor  of  Mission- 
aries remain  unpaid. 

The  ouestion  may  arise,  Is  the  Church  becoming  more  contracted 
in  her  cnarities,  instead  of  becoming  more  liberal  ?  We  believe  not. 
This  is  evident  from  the  fkot,  that  she  is  doing  more,  in  a  general  way, 
than  she  has  been  doing  previously.  But  it  flows  into  different  chan- 
nels. The  reason  of  this  can  be  stated  in  a  few  words :  there  seems 
to  be  a  lack  of  confidence  in  the  minds  of  many,  justly  or  unjustly,  in 
the  head  of  the  Board.  This  fact  has  been  a  great  hindrance  in  our 
waj,  as  Corresponding  Secretary,  in  securing  funds.  The  collecting 
of  fiuids  has  been  a  continual  struggle  against  the  current.  To  be  in 
the  position  of  vour  humble  servant,  under  existing  circumstances,  is 
not  simply  unpleasant  and  disheartening,  but  vexatious  in  the  ex- 
treaie.  Nothing  could  have  induced  me  to  hibor  as  I  did  but  love  for 
the  cause.  We  cannot  enter  here  upon  particulars.  It  would  involve 
ns  in  a  position  that  is  by  no  means  desirable.  We  feel  it  our  du^, 
however,  to  give  this  statement  to  Svnod,  and  feel  perfectly  justifiable 
in  doing  so.  The  cause  of  missions  is  too  important  to  be  languishing; 
the  responsibility  too  fearftd  to  withhold  anything  which  is  retarding 
its  jprogress. 

There  is  also  a  great  defect,  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  organisation  of 
one  missions.    Many  of  our  missions  could  soon  be  made  self«ustain- 
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ing  if  the  miBsioiiarieB  would  not  oonftne  themselves  to  one  or  two 
weak  points,  but  enlarge  their  6elds  by  seeking  and  uniting  more  points, 
which  could  easily  be  served  until  a  proper  time  for  diviuion  comae. 
Newly  organized  missions  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  less  of  the  mis- 
sionary's time,  until  they  are  in  a  proper  position  to  demand  more. 
Thus  our  missionary  fathers  labored  in  the  planting  of  the  Church, 
and  others  in  later  years  who  were  very  sucoeffsfnl  in  building  up  m 
number  of  self-sustaining  charges.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  have  simply 
*'an  eye"  on  certain  points,  but  to  be  effectual,  all  fostering  care  and 
attention  must  be  given  to  such  points.  In  many  instances,  by  per- 
suing this  course,  mihsionaries  would  realiae  more  of  a  home-support 
and  to  this  extent  relieve  the  Board. 

All  doubtful  missions  ought  to  be  abandoned.  A  field  which  has 
had  the  fos^tering  care  of  the  Church  for  a  period  of  five  or  six  years, 
ought  to  give  the  very  best  reasons  for  being  sustained  any  longer. 
All  such  missions  ought  to  be  inspected  by  a  proper  person,  reported 
by  him  to  Synod,  and  through  the  Synod  recommended  or  rejecled, 
for  future  support.  To  sustain  doubtful  fields  is  but  a  waste  of  lime 
on  the  part  of  the  missionary,  as  also  money  on  the  part  of  the  Church. 

What  is  the  present  condition  of  our  finances  f  As  stated  in  part 
above,  we  have  come  to  a  crisis.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Treasurer 
$600.  Besides  this,  there  are  upaid  orders  in  his  hands  amounting 
to  $3736.  The  missionary  toiling  and  subsisting,  in  many  instances, 
upon  a  mere  pittance,  must  suffer  for  the  want  of  means,  which  the 
Church  holds  so  largely  in  her  possession  as  a  talent  committed  to  her 
care  wherewith  to  serve  the  Lord. 

Is  the  Church  willing  to  abandon  her  work  1  Shall  that  which  has 
been  accomplished  amidst  tears,  prayers,  and  self-sacrifice  go  to  ruin? 
Are  we  ready  to  turn  the  cold  shoulder  to  our  youne  and  helpless 
congregations,  sons  and  daughters  of  our  Church  ?  Is  the  Church 
under  no  obligations  to  such,  whom  she  has  received  into  her  bosom 
through  holy  baptism,  confirmed  and  made  partakers  of  the  mysteries 
of  our  holy  religion  f  Can  our  services  in  our  beautiful  and  comfort- 
able churches  be  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  the  Most  High,  whilst 
thousands  of  members  are  suffered  to  remain  without  shelter  and  the 
means  of  grace  ?  Shall  such  as  are  gathered  and  rejoice  in  the 
blessed  privileges  of  the  sanctuary,  be  abandoned  tor  the  want  of 
means,  whish  the  Lord  has  so  abundantly  placed  into  our  hands,  and 
we  are  but  His  stewards  ? 

If  there  are  conscientious  scrnples  in  the  minds  of  some  or  many, 
which  prevented  them  from  doing  what  they  would  otherwise  have 
done,  on  account  of  the  unfortunate  difficulties  in  the  Church,  then  I 
would  say,  it  is  more  honorable  and  Christian  to  remove  them  than  to 
permit  the  cause  to  suffer,  in  a  general  way,  and  above  all  those  who 
are  entitled  to  their  regular  pay. 

It  is  apparent  from  past  experience,  that  our  missionary  operations 
reanire  a  different  organisation.  The  extent  of  the  field  is  too  great 
to  oe  superintended  by  an  Executive  Committee.    As  the  Board  is 
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ooostitated,  in  ordinary  oirenmBUncefl,  it  will  neet  but  onoe  eyerj 
third  year.  The  Church  is  thus  deprived,  unlees  yolnntarily  famished 
in  some  form,  of  the  neoeesary  information  with  reference  to  its 
doings  and  the  progreas  of  the  general  work.  Thna  indifference  is 
engendered  throughout  the  Church.  Preasnre  and  progress  in  the 
miflsioo  work  are  b(»th  incentives  to  action.  If  they  are  bronght  be- 
fore  the  Church,  through  proper  sources,  they  will  produce  a  happy 
effect.  In  view  of  all  these  considerations,  it  seems  to  me  a  different 
plan  of  operation  from  the  present  should  be  adopted. 

To  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case  now  pressing  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Church  and  which  cannot  be  delayed  until  the  next  General 
Synod,  we  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  this  Synod  something  like 
the  following  plan,  vis  : 

Let  this  Synod  appoint  a  Missionary  Superintendent,  together 
with  an  Adviuory  Board,  say  of  four  members,  who  shall  attend  to  the 
mission  work,  and  provide  for  its  wants  in  all  respects  requiring  su- 
pervision, within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  and  report  annually  to 
(his  body,  so  that  the  resu'ts  of  their  work  may  be  sent  up  to  the 
General  Synod  throagh  their  Board.  The  person  appointed  to  this 
position  should  be  able  to  speak  English  and  Qerman,  of  such  do- 
mestic relations  that  the  greater  part  of  his  time  could  be  exclusively 
devoted  in  going  to  and  fro  through  the  Church,  inspecting  missions, 
etc.,  keeping  the  Church  well  informed  throuah  her  organs  of  the 
wants  and  future  prospects  of  the  missions ;  and  above  all  is  it  advisable 
to  have  a  man  in  thia  position,  who  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
controversy  now  agitating  the  Church. 

May  He  who  is  ever  present  with  His  Church  direct  you  in  your 
deliberations  to  the  glory  of  His  name  and  to  the  advancement  of  His 
kingdom  I  BespeotfuUy  submitted, 

L.  D.  LEBERMAN. 

N.  B. — Subjoined  you  will  find  the  '^Report  of  the  Treasurer  of 
Home  Missions." 

To  the  Sifnod  of  the  German  Reformed  Ckureh  m  the  United  State» : 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  respectfully  reports 
the  receipts  from  all  sources  from  Oct.  16,  1867,  to  Oct.  16, 18^8, 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and 
thirty-six  cents  ($10,728.36).  Amount  paid  out  during  the  same 
period,  eleven  thousand  three  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  sixty 
cents  (til. 304. 60) ;  b:iUnce  due  the  treasurer  $576.24,  and  orders 
00  hand  upaid  $3,371  70,  together  $3,947.94. 

There  is  a  baUnce  unredeemed  of  the  pledges  to  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  of  $  1 75. 14  at  the  Synod  of  York,  October,  1866.  The 
annexed  statement  will  exhibit  the  sources  of  the  contributions  of  three 
Synods  and  twenty-six  Classes.      Bespectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  SANTEE, 
Treaeurer  B.  H.  M.,  239  N.  Third  St.,  Fhilada. 

October  16, 1868. 
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Ghas.  Santbb,  Treamrer^  in  aceaunt  wiA  As  Board  of  Borne  Mim- 
»ion$  of  the  Oeneral  Synod  Otrman  Reformed  Ckurek, 

Beoeipta  from  Oct.  16, 1867,  to  Oct  16,  1868. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia,  Eastern  Synod $2,096  92 

'<      East  Pennsylvania 1,698  54 

<'      East  Susquehanna 945  18 

<'      GU)shenhoppen 830  36 

"       Maryland 551  98 

<<      West  Susquehanna 483  36 

"      Lebanon 475  96 

«      Zion 470  77 

"       Lancaster 317  30 

"      Mercersburg 229  16 

"      Western  N.  Y 61  75 

"      New  York 30  00 

''      Virginia 10  00 

'<      Miscellaneous 929  00 

$9,130  28 

Classis  of  Miami,  Synod  of  Ohio $388  45 

''      Lancaster 358  16 

**      St.  John's 177  00 

«      Iowa 96  45 

"      Tiffin 85  65 

•'      Illinois 10  50 

'<      Westmoreland 5  00 

$1,121  21 

Classis  of  St.  Joseph,  North  Western  Synod $170  55 

"      Erie 181  50 

«      Indiana 69  86 

"      Heidelberg 70  56 

"      Minnesoto 17  90 

»'      Sheboygan 16  50 

$476  87 

RECAPITULATION.  

Receipts  from  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in 

the  United  Stotes $9,130  28 

From  Syuod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States 1^121  21 

*«    North  Western  Synod 476  87 

$10,728  36 
Less  principal  of  N.  P.  B.  R.  bond 870  00 

19,868  86 
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Receipts  ftomOet.  16/66,  to  Not.  25/66 $18,793  64 

"  Nov.  25,  '66,  to  Oct.  16,  '67 11,691  44 

«  Oct.  16,  '67,  to  Oct.  16,  '68 9,858  86 


The  following  statement  was  receiyed  iVom  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Church  Extension  Fund,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions : 

Statement  of  amounU  contributed  by  the  various  Classes  /or  Church 
Extension  Fund^Jrom  October  19,  1867,  to  October  19,  1868. 

From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  Eastern  Synod. 14,633  03 

"  Meroersburg 592  75 

"  Zions 562  33 

''  East  Pennsylvania 1,197  57 

"  Lebanon 1,146  70 

"  Lancaster 330  02 

"  Goshenhoppen 274  65 

"  West  Susquehanna 50  00 

*<  East  Susquehanna 129  00 

"  Maryland 548  22 

"  St.  Paul's 80  00 

"  Clarion 

"  New  York 98  25 

"  West  New  York 5  00 

"  Virginia 32  00 

"  North  Carolina 

Amount  received  from  the  Eastern  Synod $9,629  52 

From  the  Classis  of  Iowa,  Western  Synod $166  60 

«                Westmoreland,  Western  Synod 300  00 

"                St.  John's,                    do          26  00 

"                Miami,                         do          174  60 

"                Illinois,                         do          9  42 

Amount  received  from  the  Western  Synod $676  52 

Keceived  from  an  unknown  fnend '. $       5  00 

Amount  received  from  the  Eastern  Synod 9,629  52 

"  "  Western  Synod 676  52 

**    received  for  interest 152  37 

Totol  amount  received $10,463  41 
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Account  of  the  Moneys  Paid  Out, 

Ami.  due  Treasarer  as  per  last  year's  report,  Oct.  19,  '67   $2,037  08 

Winchester  Reformed  Church,  Rev.  M.  L.  Shufford 185  85 

Tipton,  Iowa,    do            do          do  J.  Riale 100  00 

Williamsiport,  Pa.,  Reformed  Churchy  Dan'l  Keefer 85  77 

Cumberland  and  Mt.  Savage  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  A.  Wanner  560  12 
Egg  Harbor  City  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  H.  Losch  and  Rev. 

J.  Dalhman,  Jr.,  1,282  05 

Spring  Valley,  Iowa.  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  F.  C.  Bauman...  305  60 
Shelbyville,  III,  Sef.  Church,  D.  M.  Livers  and  Rev.  0. 

E.  Lake 108  72 

Mahanoy  City,  Pa.,  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  L.  K.  Derr 285  89 

Forreston,  111 ,                do                      John  Zollinger...  25  00 

Mmersville,  Pa.,             do             Rev.  J.  B.  Poerner 18  75 

Emanuel's  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Rev.  J.  Voegelin....  428  10 
St.  John's     do         Philadelphia,  Rev.  A.  G.  Dole  and 

E.  Poulson 191  00 

Chicago  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  F.  KQnzler 1,000  00 

London,  Pa.,  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  E.  H.  Dieffenbacher 18  15 

Boiling  Spring,  Pa.,  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  W.  C.  Bennet....  20  00 
St.  Stephen's  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia,  Rev.  A. 

Romich 102  73 

Fifth  Ref.  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Rev.  M.  Bachman...  110  00 

Cleveland  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  E.  Benzing 100  00 

Allentown,  Pa.,  Ref.  Church,  J.  A.  Blumer 250  00 

Washington,  D.  C,  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  J.  W.  Ebbinghaus 

and  G.  S.  Wagner 1,113  45 

Woodstock,  Va.,  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Martin 991  82 

Milton,  Pa.,              do                do   S.  H.  Reid 100  00 

Bradon,  Iowa,           do                do   D.  S.  Fouse 371  00 

Columbia,  Pa.,          do                do   James  A.  Schultz...  13  00 

Huntington,  Ind  ,     do                do   J.  G.  Noss 52  00 

New  Berlin,  Pa ,       do             Wm.  Roshong,  Esq., 93  21 

Commission,              do              Rev.  F.  W.  Dechant 6  97 

Hamilton,  Ohio,        do  Jesse  Oberly  and  Rev. 

G.  Z.  Mechling 418  00 

Apple  Creek,  Ohio,  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  J.  H.  Derr 100  00 

St.  John's  Mission  School,  Reading,  Pa., 450  00 

St.  Paul's              do                          do       30  00 

Emanuel's             do                          do        100  00 

Lebanon,  Ohio,  Ref.  Church,  Rev.  C.  Cast 257  00 

Shamokin,  Pa.,       do                        Daniel  Yost 25  00 

Doylestown,  Pa.,    do               Rev.  W.  R.  Yearick, 100  00 

Selinsgiove,  do       do                        Jacob  Wiest 100  00 

Hdinburg,  Va.,       do               Rev.H.Shaull 60  00 

Carried  forward  $11,596  26 
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Amount  brought  forward  til, 5 96  26 

Reformed  Churoh  near  Howard's  Grove,  Wis.,  Rey.  H. 

Muhlmerer 10  00 

Trumbaursville,  Pa.,  Ref.  Church,  W.  L.  Graver 100  00 

Total  amount $11,706  26 

amount  received 10,463  41 


Balance  due  the  Treasurer tl,242  85 

JOHN  WIEST, 
Treasurer  Church  Ex.  Fund, 


As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  a  communication  was 
received  from  the  Rev.  Herman  Bokum,  calling  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  It  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 


On  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  asked  the  Synod  to  return  the  paper  received 
from  the  late  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Home  Mission 
to  the  author,  inasmuch  as  it  had  not  been  before  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Board,  and  did  not  receive  its  official  sanction.  The 
request  was  granted.  At  the  opening  of  the  succeeding  morning 
session,  however,  the  action  granting  this  request  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  request  laid  on  the  table  by  the  following  vote  of  yeas  and 
nays: 

Yeas. — ^IVI.  A.  Smith,  John  Beck,  J.  Laubaoh,  B.  Bausman,  S. 
Miller,  J.  Klein,  J.  Heilman,  C  D.  Zehring,  D.  W.  Wolff,  W.  R.  H. 
Deatrich,  D.  Gring,  W.  A.  Wilt,  J.  Ditzler,  J.  Frownfelter,  H.  St. 
John  Rinker,  J.  C.  Hensell,  J.  Snapp  P.  Wise,  J.  S.  Foulk,  G.  L. 
Staley,  J.  Motter,  J.  T.  Ankenny,  D.  Gans,  H.  C.  Hoover,  H.  Heck- 
erman,  P.  S.  Davis,  T.  G.  Apple,  G.  H.  Mengel,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  J. 
Bowman,  J.  H.  Dubbs,  J.  F.  Busche,  S.  Kuhn,  B.  V.  Gerhart,  W. 
A.  Gring,  D.  W.  Gross,  W.  H.  Seibert,  H.  Stouffer,  J.  G.  Shoemaker, 
J.  Crick,  G.  B.  Russell,  E.  H.  Dieffenbaoher,  D.  D.  Leberman,  D.  S. 
Dieffenbacher,  C.  M.  Bousoh,  J.  Fritzingcr,  H.  Hoffman,  D.  Fry,  L. 
C.  Edmonds,  and  C.  H.  Reiter.     Yeas  50. 

Nays. — .J.  C.  J.  Kurtz,  I.  K.  Loos,  E.  R.  Esohbach,  J.  M.  Titzel, 
G.  S.  Griffith,  H.  H.  W.  Hibschman,  D.  E.  Klopp,  J.  Dahlman,  Jr., 
J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  J.  Schmidt,  T.  Ingram,  J.  W.  Love^  G.  W. 
Anshinbaugh,  J.  W.  Nevin,  J.  H.  Apple,  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  G.  C. 
Welker,  J.  W.  Lesoher,  M.  Brown,  J.  K.  Runkle,  John  Knie. 
Nays  21. 

NoN-LiQU£T. — E.  Kieffer. 
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The  Committee  on  MiflsioDS;  to  whom  the  several  doonments  helbre 
named  were  referred,  aubmit  the  following  report,  whioh  was  received 

and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  following 
documents  have  been  placed  in  their  hands: 

1.  A  report  from  the  late  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions. 

2.  A  report  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

3.  A  report  from  the  Treasurer  of  Church  Extension. 

4.  A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Herman  Boknm,  directing  attention  to 
the  city  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  urging  the  claims  of  a  number  of 
Swiss  families  to  the  fostering  care  of  our  Missionary  Board. 

Your  committee  regret  to  learn  from  the  documents  referred  to 
them,  that  the  operations  of  the  Board  have  been  very  much  embar- 
rassed during  the  past  year  for  want  of  the  necessary  funds.  While  the 
Missions  and  Missionaries  under  their  care  have  been  retained  under 
circumstances,  which  must  have  interferred  with  their  prosperi^  and 
energetic  working  on  the  one  hand,  nothing  could  be  done  on  the 
other,  in  the  way  of  taking  up  new  territory,  and  responding  to  the 
Macedonian  cry,  "  Come  over  and  help  us,"  which  comes  to  us  from 
so  many  quarters.  To  meet  the  obligations  of  the  Board  to  those 
already  commissioned  required  all  the  moneys  remitted  to  the  Treas- 
urer. And  even  these  did  not  suffice;  for  there  is  a  balance  reported 
of  S576  24  due  the  Treasurer,  and  orders  on  hand  unpaid  to  the 
amount  of  $3^371.70.    We  have  here  a  deficiency  of  $3,947.94. 

Whatever  may  be  the  reason  assigned  for  refusing  to  come  up  to 
the  help  of  the  Lord  and  his  treasury,  so  that  his  servants  may  be 
encouraged  and  sustained  in  their  self  denying  and  holy  work,  we  are 
all  verily  guilty  in  His  sight,  who  seeth  not  as  man  seeth.  No  one 
will  be  able  to  shield  himself  before  the  judgment  bar,  for  neglecting 
to  contribute  of  his  means  for  the  gathering  in  of  the  destitute  and 
famishing,  who  are  wandering  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd.  Not  in 
our  Synod  only  has  there  been  a  lamentable  falling  off  in  the  receipts, 
but  also  in  the  synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  and  in  the  North- 
western Synod.  The  whole  amount  received  during  the  year  is 
$9,858.36,  of  which  the  two  Synods  in  the  West  have  forwarded  less 
than  one-sixth  81,598.08.  While  in  the  East,  we  may  endeavor  to  ac- 
count for  the  diminution  in  the  receipts,  which  are  nearly  $2000  less 
than  last  year,  and  nearly  S4000  less  than  the  previous  year,  by 
assigning  certain  reasons^  how  is  it  in  the  West  f  They,  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  would  seek  to  justify  themselves  on  other  and  different 
grounds,  notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Missions 
receiving  aid  from  the  Board  lie  in  their  territory.  The  true  reason, 
we  think,  is  to  be  found  in  the  want  of  a  Missionary  and  self-denying 
spirit.  We  need  to  be  imbued  more  largely  with  the  spirit  of  Him, 
who  "  for  us  men  and  our  salvation"  became  poor.  We  need  to  be 
made  more  deeply  sensible  of  our  obligations  to  Christ,  for  the  innu- 
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morttble  benefits  He  has  yonobsafed  to  us;  and  then  we  will  not 
"  abut  np  our  bowels  of  oompassion''  from  those  of  our  own  household  of 
hithy  who  are  "  perishing  for  laek  of  knowledge/'  No  snob  excuses 
as  are  now  offered^  will  be  regarded  as  valid  by  the  Lord  of  the  vine- 
jard.  When  we  consider  our  resources,  it  is  truly  humiliatiDg  to 
hear  of  the  deficiency  reported  to  us.  We  should  cover  our  faces 
wiUi  ahame,  and  lie  down  in  the  dust  to  hear,  that^ere  should  be 
any  decrease  in  the  liberality  of  our  membership  toward  this  good 
cause, — a  cause  which,  more  than  any  other,  ought  to  commend  itself 
to  every  one,  who  has  a  heart  to  feel  for  those,  who,  in  their  destitu- 
tion, appeal  to  us  for  some  of  the  crumbs  which  fall  from  our  table. 

We  have  now  reached  a  point,  when  every  Pastor  should  feel  it  to 
be  his  solemn  duty  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  meeting  the  de- 
ficiency of  $3,947.94,  and  replenishing  an  exhausted  Treasury.  Unless 
this  be  done  at  once,  and  with  proper  earnestness,  many  of  the  Mis- 
stonaries  will  have  to  be  recalled,  and  the  work  they  have  accom- 
plished prove  a  total  failure.  Indeed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  kind- 
ness of  tbe  Treasurer,  and  the  deep  interest  he  feels  in  the  cause,  the 
Board  could  not  have  retained  its  hold  upon  all  the  Missions  now 
under  its  care.  This  state  of  things  has  continued  too  long  already, 
and  it  is  high  time,  that  we  should  awake  to  our  plain  and  imperative 
duty,  and  throw  off  the  reproach,  which  our  heartless  indifference  or 
self-justifying  neglect  has  brought  upon  us.  Verily,  the  Lord  will 
not  hold  us  guiltless,  if,  seeing  our  brother  have  need,  we  close  our 
hearts  to  every  generous  impuke,  and  our  hands  against  every  liberal 
contribution  to  this  blessed  cause,  upon  which  the  extension  of  our 
Beformed  Zion  and  the  salvation  of  souls  are  made  to  depend  more 
than  upon  any  other.  We  cannot  afford,  as  a  denomination,  to  diminish 
our  efforts,  or  grow  languid  in  our  zeal  for  the  cause  of  Missions. 
Nothing  should  be  suffered — ^no  obstacle  of  any  kind  should  be  allowed 
to  cramp  our  energies  or  cripple  us  in  carrying  forward  a  work,  which 
is  emphatically  the  work  of  the  Reformed  Church.  What  is  needed, 
is  immediate  relief,  as  many,  if  not  all  the  Missionaries  have  received 
nothing  on  their  appropriations  since  last  May,  and  as  a  consequence 
must  be  greatly  discouraged  and  in  a  suffering  condition. 

To  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case  your  Committee  would  suggest 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  cause  of  Missions  be  commended  to  the  sympa- 
thies, prayers  and  liberality  of  all  our  members. 

ReMolvedy  That  it  be  enjoined  upon  all  the  Pastors  of  this  Synod 
to  take  up  special  collections  between  now  and  Christmas,  except  where 
the  systematic  plan  has  been  introduced,  for  the  relief  of  a  Treasury, 
whicn  is  more  than  exhausted,  and  that  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed 
to  call  their  attention  to  this  injunction. 

Beeohed,  That  in  view  of  the  resignation  and  retirement  of  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  the  several  Classes  be  earnestly  requested 
to  appoint  Superintendents  or  Committees  on  Missions,  so  that  the 
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pecuniary  resoaroea  of  the  Board,  more  especially,  may  be  increased, 
and  our  Missions,  now  struggling  with  difficulties,  and  disheartened 
by  the  apathy  manifested  by  the  Church  East  and  West,  be  enabled 
to  thank  Ood  and  take  courage 

In  reference  to  the  letter  of  Bev.  Herman  Boknm,  the  Committee 
would  suggest  the  following : 

Resolved^  Thit  the  claims  of  the  congregation  in  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
be  commended  to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  to  do  as  in  their 
judgment  may  be  deemed  best. 

FOBliaN    MISSIONS. 

No  documents  on  this  subject  have  been  placed  in  our  hands. 

CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

The  Treasurer,  in  his  report,  which  is  all  your  Committee  hare  had 
referred  to  them,  states  that  910,463.41  have  been  received  from  all 
sources  during  the  year.  The  amount  paid  out  during  the  same  time 
was  tll,706.26,  leaving  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of  $1,24285. 

In  reference  to  the  whole  subject  brought  to  your  notice  in  this 
report,  the  Committee  would  suggest  the  readoption  of  the  resolution 
passed  at  the  Synod  in  Baltimore  : 

Retolved,  That  our  people  be  again  solemnly  urged  to  introduce 
the  Apostolic  plan  of  benevolence,  and  increase  their  contributions  to 
the  cause  of  Homo  Mission  and  Church  Extension,  and  thus  promote 
the  efforts  of  the  Board  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  constantly  widening 
Mission  field. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  8.  FOULK, 
SAMUEL  KUHN, 
J.  G.  SHOEMAKER, 
D.  S.  DIEPFENBACHBR, 
G.  S.  GRIFFITH, 

CommUiee. 


One  hour  at  the  opening  of  the  evening  session  of  the  fifth  day  of 
the  sessions  was  devoted  to  Missionary  exercises.  These  were  con- 
ducted in  the  following  order :  Ader  singing  and  prayer,  the  state- 
ment furnished  by  the  late  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  was  called  for  and  read.  This  was  followed  by  an 
address  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Missions.  In  the  same  connection,  the  Rev.  Theodore  P. 
Bucher,  corresponding  delegate  from  the  Synod  of  th6  German 
Reformed  Church  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  very  appropriately 
took  his  leave  of  Synod  in  an  address,  which  partook  more  or  less  of 
of  a  Missionary  character. 
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ABTICLB  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Tnisteea  of  Synod  submitted  the  following  report  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 

The  Board  of  Trnstees  of  Synod  report, 

That  they  haye  audited  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  Sjrnod  and 
found  it  correct.     The  Board  consists  of  the  following  members : 

R.  F.  Kelker,  whose  term  will  expire  January  1,  1869. 
Rev.  Geo.  Wolff,        *'        "        "  "  1870. 

E.  J.  Zahm,  «         «         "  "  1871. 

Geo  H.  Small,  "        "        "  "  1872. 

Rev.  C.H.Leinbach,"        "        "  "  1873. 

At  the  end  of  this  year,  the  term  of  R.  F.  Kelker  will  expire,  and 
accordingly  the  Board  proposes  the  names  of  Elders  Henry  Wirt,  of 
Hanover,  and  Geo.  Z.  Kunkel,  of  Harrisburg,  as  suitable  candidates 
for  the  vacant  office.  For  full  information  in  regard  to  the  financial 
affairs  of  Synod,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  Treasurer's  Re- 
port. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  has  received  information,  that  the  S65  00 
of  Clarion  Classis,  supposed  to  have  been  lost,  were  recovered  by  the 
Treasurer  of  said  Classis  from  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  H.  LEINBACn,  President 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  October  19,  1868. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Rudolph  F.  Kilkbr,  Treaturer  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  in  account  with  said  Synod, 


1867.  DR. 

October  10.  To  balance  on  hand,  as  reported  to  the  Synod 

at  Baltimore $75  10 

"    Cash   receiTed  from  various  souroes  as 

follows : — 

25.  From  East  Sasqnehanna  Classis  on  Contingent 

Fund,  per  D.  Esobbaob,  Treasurer 75  00 

26.  "    Lebanon  Classis  on  Contingent  Fund,  per 

Rer.  F.  W.  Kremer,  Treasurer 11  00 

28.  "  St.  Paul  Classis  on  Contingent  Fund, 
D.  S.  Dieffenbaeher,  Treasurer,  perReT.  W. 
H.  H.  Snyder 75  00 

Carried  oyer  $236  10 
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186T.  Amount  bronght  forward 

Oetob«r  SO.  From  WoH  SuqnohMiBA  Cloasis  on  Contingent 

Fond,  per  Boy.  W.  M.  KUej......... ......... 

18M. 

Janonry   14.  "    We«t  Brnqnelinnna  CInseis  on  Oontingent 

Fund,  por  Rev.  D.  G.  Kleins  Trennirer.... 

February  27.  "    Loan  made  Arom  First  National  Bank  of 

HarriBburg,  to  pay  J.  B.  Bodgert,  for 
printing  Minutes  of  Synod  for  1867  and 
rastoral  Letter .«......•..• 

Karob        2.  "    Lebanon  CIasbIs  on  Contingent  Fund,  per 

Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  Treasurer 

19.  "  Lebanon  Classis,  balanoe  on  Contingent 
Fund,  for  1866,  per  F.  W.  Kremer,  Trees. 

April        11.  **    LanoasterClassis, per Rer.W. H.H.Snyder, 

reoeiyed  by  bim  fh>m  Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer, 
Treasurer,  on  aooount  of  Contingent  Fund 

17.  ''    J.  Allison  Byster,  Esq.,  a  draft  of  National 

Bank  at  Chambersburg,  on  Meobanies'  * 

Bank  of  Harrisbnrg,  for  $286.00,  to  pay 
Interest  to  April  6,  1868,  on  mortgage 

due  by  W.  Heyser,  deeeased $136  00 

Interest  to  April  10,  1868,  on  mortgage 

due  by  Jaoob  Heyser,  Bsq 160  00 

18.  "    Coupons  on  $1000  bond  and  two  $100 

bonds,  five  per  oent.  "  Cook  legacy^  in  all 
$85,  due  Maroh  1, 1868,  sold  for  ourrenoy 

for 

Hay  6.  "    Nortb  Carolina  Classis,  per  Rer.  G.  W. 

Welker,  Treasurer  on  Contingent  Fund... 
20.'*'    Lancaster  Classis,  on  Contingent  Fund, 

Ser  Rot.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Treasurer • 
oshenboppen  Classis,  ouota  due  Contin- 
gent Funa,  per  J.  H.  Duobs,  Treasurer.... 
"    **    Lebanon  Classis,  Quota  due  Oontingent 
Fund,  per  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  Treasurer. 
23.  "    Meroersburg  Classis,  quota  of  Contingent 

Fund,  per  Rev.  J.  Hassler,  Treasurer 

**    "    Virginia  Classis,  quota  Contingent  Fund, 

per  Rev.  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  Treasurer 

June  8.  "    Zions  Classis,  quota  Contingent  Fund,  per 

W.  A.  Wilt,  Treasurer 

12.  "    Maryland  Classis,  balanoe  on  Contingent 

Fund,  per  Rot.  S.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer..... 

July         26.  "    East  Susquehanna  Classis,  on  Oontingent 

Fund,  per  D.  Esobbaob,  Treasurer 

September  23.  "    New  Tork  Classis,  quota  Contingent  Fund, 

per  Rot.  J.  F.  Busobe,  reoeiTod  by  him 

from  G.  Baohman,  Treasurer 

Oetober    18.  '*    Wm.  Heyser,  his  own  cheek  for  $286.00 

to  pay  interest    to   Ootober  6,   1868,  on 

mortgage  due  by  W.  Heyser,  deeeased $186  00 

Interest  to  Ootober  10, 1868,  on  mortgage 

due  by  J.  Heyser,  Esq 160  00 

16.  "  Coupon  on  $1000  bond,  five  per  oent. 
'*Cook  legacy,"  due  September  1,  1868, 
sold  for  ourrenoy........ ....• 


t236  10 
9  00 

101  66 

8S0  86 

7  08 

18  42 

47  13 


»• 


2S6  Of 

48  06 

6  00 
S3  70 

110  00 
110  00 
110  00 
6  00 
110  00 
116  40 
146  00 

16  00 


286  00 
34  00 


Carried  forward 


$2,660  73 
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1S68.  Amount  broasht  forward  t^MO  TS 

Oetobar  IS.     To  Conpont  Jannarj  and  Jnlj  Intorait  on 

$100  IT.  8.  6-20  bond,  the  donation  from 

Middlatown  Charge,  Md.,  $6  told  for  onr- 

renoy.... 8  10 

16.  '^    Prooeedi  of  loan  of  $200,  tbii  day  made 
^  of  Fint  National  Bank  Harrisborg,  at  60 

dayi  net  amonnt 107  76 

"    "    Prooeedi  of  the  sale  of  the  three  U.  8. 

7-30  notee  of  $100  each,  the  "  Gerhart 

donation/'  numbered  285090,  B    1,  No. 

285091   C  ),  and  No.  285092  D  1,  held 

in  tmst  seTorallj  for  the  Boards  of  Foreign 

ICissions,  Domestic  Mission  and  of  Edu- 
cation, which  notes  were  dated  Jnlj  15, 

1865,  and  matured  July  15,  1868,  now 
sold  and  retuTested  in  gold  interest  bear- 
ing U.  8.  5-20  bonds,  sold  to  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Harrlsborg,  for  three 
hundred   and    twenty-one   dollars    and 

•  ninety  cents 821  90 

17  "  8t.  Paul's  CIassis,per  D.  8.  Dieffenbaoher, 
Treasurer,  balance  due  on  Contingent 
Fund 86  00 

$8,223  65 

CB. 

By  disbuTMments  made^  af  follows : — 
1867. 
October    28.  To  Rer.  L.  D.  Leberman,  expenses  of  remoral         ^ 

to  Reading,  per  resolution  of  Synod,  paga 

53, 1867 !Z.  $157  00 

1868. 

Fehraary  27.  "    J.  B.  Rodgert,  printing  Synod's  Minutes 

and  Pastoral  Letter  of  1867 880  86 

**    **    First  National  Bank  of  Harrisbarg,  for 

Discount  and  United  States  stamps  on 

note  giTon  and  for  premium  for  draft  on 

Philadelphia,  to_pay  biU  of  J.  B.  Rodgers 
April       20.  **    A.  B.  Wfngerd,  Esq.,  Treasurer  Theologi- 

oal  Seminary  for  interest  reoeired  on  Kief- 

fer  legacy $285  00 

Interest  received  on  Cook  legacy 48  05 

888  05 

June  8.  '*    First  National  Bank  on  account  of  loan 

of  February  27,  1868 726  00 

15.  "    First  National  Bank  Harrisburg  for  bal- 
ance due  on  loan  of  February  27,  1868....  106  86 
July         27.  "    Dr.  Philip  Sehaif,  for  books  purchased  for 

Theological  Seminary.  See  Synod's  Minntee 

1866,  page  42,  and  resolution  of  Synod 

per  Minutes  of  1867,  page  88.     Principal  $800  00 
Interest  fkom  October  1866,  to  July  1868.      81  50 

881  50 

Ostoher      8.  **    R.  F.  Kelker,  sundry  expenses,  incident 

to  the  transfer  of  mortgage  of  Wm.  Hey- 
ser  to  A.  B.  Wingerd,  Treasurer  Theologl- 
eal  Seminary,  by  said  A.  B.  Wingerd, 
Treasurer,  to  R.  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer,  at 
ordered  by  the  Synods  of  1864  and  1867..  8  48 

CarriedoTir  $MM  6T 


19  86 


1898. 
October  15. 


16 
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Amoiini  bronghi  forward 
To  A.  B.  Wingord,  Esq.,  Treasurer  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  for  interest  receired  from 
the  Heysers  on  acot  of  Kieffer's  legacy      $285  00 
Interest  received  from  sale  of  coupon  for 
part  of  Cook  legacy 34  00 

**  First  National  Bank  of  Harrisbnrg  for 
three  U.  S.  5-20  bonds,  the  Reinvestment 
of  the  **  Oerhart  donation"  three  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars,  vii :  One  bond  of 
$100  for  use  of  Board  of  Domestic  Mis- 
sions, with  accrued  interest  from  July  1, 
1808,  numbered  145557  C,  dated  July  1, 

3805 $110  00 

One  bond  of  $100,  No.  145559  C,  dated 
July  1, 1865,  with  accrued  interest  from 
July  1,  1868,  fof  use  of  the  Board  of 

Foreign  Missions 110  00 

One  bond  of  $100,  Ko.  37839  D,  dated 
July  1,  1 867,  with  accrued  interest  from 
July  ],  1808,  for  use  of  the  Board  of 
Education 110  00 


$2,604  57 


16 


tt 


H       €t 


tt       tt 


1868 
Ootober 


819  00 


Charles  Santee,  Treasurer  Domestic  Mis- 
sions, interest  on  "  Gerhart  donation.".... 
Rev.  8.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  Treasurer -Edu- 
cation Board,  interest  on  ''  Oerhart  dona- 
tion."  

R.  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  interest  on  "Oerhart  donation." 


19.  "    Balance  remidning  on  hand. 


330  00 

r  90 

T30 

7  30 

48  08 

$8,223  55 


Wo  the  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  R.  F.  Kelker, 
Treasurer  of  Synod,  do  hereby  certify,  that  we  have  examined  the  said  account,  and 
find  it  oorreot,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  said  Treasurer  of  forty- 
eight  dollars  and  eight  cents  deposited  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Harrisbnrg. 

0.  H.  SMALL, 
EDWARD  J.  ZAHM. 
Haniabnrg,  Ootober  19th  1868.  Commtitea  of  Trnatee*  of  JSg^tod. 

Statement  of  Clatms  presented  to  Treasurer^  b»t  remaining  unpaid 

October  19,  1868, /or  toant  of  Funds. 

Loan  from  First  National  Bank,  Harrisburg $200  00 

Rer.  J.  W.  Nevin,  D.  D.,  expenses  as  delegate  to  Synod  of 

Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Hudson,  N.  T 20  00 

Rer.  M.  Baohman,  Oerman  Clerk  of  Synod 50  00 

Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  and  incidental  ex- 
penses   120  80 

$390  SO 

Amount  remaining  due  and  unpaid  htf  several  CloAses^  tfiz  i 

Bsit  Pennsylvania $110  00 

Philadelphia 104  00 

West  New  York 20  00 

Lancaster 03  35 

West  Susquehanna , 153  25 

CUrlon 40  00 

$620  60 
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Inv€9imeni$  held  for  S^fnod  hy  E.  F.  Keiker,  Treatwrer^ 
on  the  I9th  day  of  October y  1868. 

**Cooh  LegaeVf**  eonfistiag  of  one  U.  S.  10-10,  5  per  oent. 

coupon  bond,  dated  March  1, 1864,  No.  5130,  for ...$1,000  00 

and  two  U.  8.  10-40,  6  per  oent.  oonpon  bondi  dated 

March  1,  1804,  first  seriea,  No.  18790  and  18791  for 

$100  eaob 200  00 

$1,J00  00 

*'Kieff€r  L^gmey^"  oonf isting  of  Jaoob  Heyser  to  Wm.  Hot- 

aer,  Treaaurer  of  Synod,  for  $5000,  dated  April  10, 1864, 

leoaredby  mortgage^ » $5,000  00 

Alio,  a  mortgage  given  by  William  Ueyser  (now  de- 

eeaaed)  to  A.  B.  Wingcrd,  Treasurer  of  Theologioal 

Seminary,  dated  January  28,  1863,  payable  April  6, 

1864,  and  transferred  to  R.  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  of 

Synod,  September  12,  1868,  for 4,500  00 

9^00  00 

Ceitifioftte  No.  6  for  24  shares  Hagerstown  Bank  stock.....  480  00 

**Gtrhari  Donatum,*'  consisting  of 

One  U.  8.  6-20  bond,  dated  July  1, 1865,  No.  145557  C,  in 

trust  for  Board 
of  For.  Missions    100  00 

One  do  do  No.  145550  C,  in 

trust  for  Board 
of  For.  Missions    100  00 

One  do  do  1667,  No.  37839  D,  in 

trust  for  Board 
of  Bduoation....    100  00 


SOO  00 


"  Maryland  Classis  Donation"  towards  founding  a  Synodical 
Pim<^  one  U.  8.  5-20  coupon  bond,  dated  July  1,  1867, 
No.  73070 * 100  00 


$11,580  00 


Alio,  a  certain  bond  [secured  by  mortgage],  giren  by  Second 
Reformed  Church  of  Reading,  Pa.,  dated  September  28, 
1861,  conditioned  for  payment  of  $2,008.74  with  interest 
from  date  to  the  Synod  pf  the  German  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  in  case  said  congregation  "should 
cuue  to  rmnain  in  eomnoetion  with  aaid  Sytwd" 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Statee, 

RiTKRiin)  Bbbtbeiv: — The  above,  which  is  a  true  statement  of  the  Receipts  and 
Disbursements  of  your  Treasurer  during  the  past  Synodical  year,  as  also,  of  the 
smonnt  of  obligation  due  by  Synod,  the  amounts  due  by  delinquent  Classes,  and  of 
ths  Invested  Funds  now  held  by  him,  is  hereby  respectfully  submitted. 

By  the  provisions  of  our  charter,  his  connection  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
with  Synod  as  Treasurer,  will  cease  with  the  close  of  the  present  year  1668.  Soon 
^r  assuming  the  duties  of  Treasurer  in  January,  1864,  he  gave  to  the  Trustees  as 
nqaired  by  Synod,  a  bond  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  same,  in  the  sum  of  Ten 
tboaiand  dollars,  with  two  approved  sureties.  He  would  now  ask,  that  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  return  said  bond  to  him  at  the  close  of  his  term. 
Be  woold  avail  himself  of  this  opportunity  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  past  kind- 
Bess  shown,  and  the  eonfldence  reposed  in  him,  in  so  often  relfleoting  aim  to  the 
poiiiion  he  now  occupies. 

Mty  Ood  direct  your  Reverend  body  in  all  your  deliberations,  so  that  peace  and 
proiperity  may  prevail  in  our  Reformed  Zion  on  every  hand,  and  the  labors  of  our 
Ministry  be  abundantly  blessed  to  the  conversion  of  immortal  souls. 

RUDOLPH  F.  KBLKBR,  TrMuurm'. 

Hsrrisburg,  October  19, 1868. 
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The  Committee  on  Finanoe,  to  whom  the  foregoiag  reports  were 
referred,  submitted  their  report,  which  waa  received,  amended  and 
adopted.    The  report,  as  adopted,  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Finanoe  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

Two  documents  were  referred  to  your  Committee,  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

From  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  your  Committee  learn, 
that  the  term  for  which  R.  F.  Kelker  waa  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board,  will  expire  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1869.  As  suitable  candi- 
dates for  the  position  that  will  then  become  vacant,  the  Board  pro- 
pose the  names  of  Elder  Henry  Wirt,  of  Hanover,  and  G«orge  Z 
Kunkel,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Your  Committe  recommend  that  the 
Synod  proceed  at  once  to  elect  the  successor  of  R.  F.  Kelker. 

From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  your  Committee  learn, 
that  the  receipts  of  the  past  year  amounted  to  $3,223.55,  and  the  die- 
bursements  for  the  same  year  amounted  to  $3,175.47,  leaving  in  the 
Treasurer's  hands  a  balance  of  $48.08.  The  liabilities  of  the  Board 
amount  to  $390.80.  From  delinquent  Classes  there  is  due  the  sum  of 
$520.60. 

The  following  Classes  are  reported  as  having  failed  to  pay  their 
assessments  in  Ml : 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis  $110;  Philadelphia  Classis  $104;  Lan- 
caster Classis  $98.35 ;  West  New  York  Classis  $20  ;  West  Susque- 
hanna Classis  $153.25  ;  Clarion  Classis  $40. 

The  expenditures  of  Synod  for  the  current  year  are  estimated  at 
$1,700. 

To  defray  these  expenditures  there  is  a  balance 

in  the  Treasury  of. $48  08 

Due  from  delinquent  Classes  after  paying  all 

liabiUties 129  80 

$177  88 
Balance  to  be  provided  for $1,522  12 

This  amount  your  Committee  have  apportioned  among  the  several 
Classes  as  follows: 

Ifew.. 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis,       $150  00 
Lebanon  "  150  00 

Zion  <'  150  00 

Maryland  "  150  00 

Philadelphia  «  150  00 

Mercersburg  «  150  00 


Old, 

Total. 

$110  00 

$260  00 

150  00 

150  00 

150  00 

104  00 

254  00 

150  00 

Carried  Ssrward  $900  00  $214  00    $11,114  00 
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Brought  over 
Ooshenhoppea  Claases 

Lancaster 
East  Siisqaehanna 
West  Saflquehaima 
ClarioD  " 

St.  Paul's  " 

New  York  " 

West  New  York  " 

Virginia  " 

North  Carolina  " 


New. 

Old. 

TotiO. 

$900  00 

$214  00 

$11,114  00 

150  00 

150  00 

100  00 

93  35 

193  30 

130  00 

130  00 

90  00 

153  25 

243  25 

50  00 

40  00 

90  00 

60  00 

60  00 

20  00 

20  00 

25  00 

20  00 

45  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

$1  545  00 

$520  60 

$2,065  60 

Your  Committee  recommen<J,  that  the  Stated  Clerk  be  authorised  to 
publish  2000  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod — 1400  in  the 
£ogltsh,  and  600  in  the  German  language. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  AUGHINBAUGH, 
J.  F.  BUSCHE, 
D.  B.  KLOPP, 
PETER  WISE, 

Committee. 

Immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  above  report,  an  election  was 
held  for  a  Trustee  of  Synod,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Heniy 
Wirt,  Esq.,  of  Hanover,  Pa. 

Henry  Wirt,  Esq.  was  thereupon,  also  elected  Treasurer  of  Synod. 


The  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  the  following  bills : 
Expenses  of  the  Rev.  Walter  E.  Krebs,  as  delegate  to  the  Synod  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  $34  00. 
Expenses  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  as  delegate  to  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  $20  00. 


A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Cyrus  H.  Reiter, 
Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  and  Elder  Michael  Brown,  to  collect  an  as- 
sessment of  fitly  cents  upon  each  member  of  the  Synod,  to  remunerate 
the  Sexton  for  his  services,  and  pay  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  present  Synod.  This  committee  submitted  the  following  report, 
ivhich  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee  to  collect  assessment  levied  for  the  remuneration 
of  the  Sexton  for  his  services,  and  the  payment  of  other  contingent 
expenses  of  the  present  Synod,  report : 

That  they  collected  and  have  in  possession  $39  00.  As  the  printer 
has  made  no  charge  for  printing,  and  there  is  no  other  claim  against 
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this  fund,  the  oommittee  recommend,  that  the  whole  of  said  amount 
be  paid  to  the  Sexton  as  a  remuneration  for  his  services ;  and  that  the 
thanks  of  Sjfnod  be  tendered  to  the  printer  for  his  kindness  in  print- 
ing the  tickets  free  of  charge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  H.  REITER,  Chairman. 


The  Classis  of  Clarion,  as  reported  bj  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  requested  the  Synod  to  allow  the  Classis  to  retain  cer- 
tain  moneys,  which  had  been  lost  through  the  mail,  but  have  since  been 
recovered  by  their  Treasurer  from  the  Post-office  Department^  and  de- 
vote them  to  benevolent  purposes  in  the  bounds  of  Classis.  This  re- 
quest was  granted. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

An  Appeal  of  the  South  Bend  congregation  from  the  decision  of 
the  Classis  of  Clarion  dissolving  their  organization^  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes.  It  was  referred  to  a  Committee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  G.  Shoemaker,  Joseph  H.  Apple  and 
Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  with  instructions  to  examine  the  documents  in  the 
oasc;  and  if  the  appeal  be  found  in  order,  to  propose  the  order  in 
which  it  shall  be  disposed  of.  This  committee  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Appeal  of  the  South 
Bend  congregation,  would  respectfully  report. 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  and  find  them  in  order.  They 
recommend,  that  the  case  be  taken  up  in  the  following  order : 

1.  That  the  case  be  opened  by  the  appellants. 

2.  That  they  be  responded  to  by  the  delegates  of  Classis. 

3.  That  the  appellants  be  permitted  to  reply. 

4.  That  the  speeches  be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

5.  That  the  vote  be  taken  without  discussion. 

J.  G.  SHOEMAKER,  Chairman, 

There  being  no  one  present  to  prosecute  the  appeal,  it  was  declared 
to  be  abandoned. 


An  appeal  of  Dr.  Anton  Baron  von  Puchelstein  from  the  action  of 
the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  deposing  him  from  the  holy  ministry,  was 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes.    It  was  referred  to 
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the  Committee,  to  wbom  the  appeal  of  the  South  Bend  oongregatien 
had  been  referred,  with  similar  instrnotions.  The  committee  sab- 
mitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  appeal  of  Dr.  Anton  Baron  von 
PUchelstein  from  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis  deposing  him 
from  the  holj  ministry,  was  referred,  would  respectfully  report, 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  relating  to  the  case,  and  find 
that  the  appellant  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  constitutional  re- 
quirements in  giving  notice  of  his  intention  to  appeal  before  the 
rising  of  Classis^  and  therefore  decide  the  appeal  out  of  order. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Q.  SHOEMAKER,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported  an  appeal  of  the 
Classis  of  Philadelphia  to  the  General  Synod,  from  the  action  of  the 
Synod  at  Baltimore,  sustaining  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R. 
Fisher  from  the  decision  of  said  Classis.  It  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Synod  at  Baltimore  to  sustain  Synod's  posi- 
tion  before  the  (jeneral  Synod. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported  sundry  appeals  from, 
and  complaints  against^  the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  in 
several  cases,  as  specified,  relating  to  matters  concerning  Christ 
Evangelical  Reformed  Church  of  Philadelphia.  The  item  indicated 
in  their  report  under  the  head  of ''  Appeals  and  Complaints,''  as  num- 
ber 4,  was  referred  to  a  committee^  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Aughinbaugh,  George  B.  Russell,  Isaac  K.  Loos,  and  Elders  Daniel 
W.  Gross,  and  Adam  B.  Wingerd.  Those  items  indicated  as  num- 
bers 5,  6,7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  14,  16,  and  17,  were  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  George  L.  Staley, 
John  Beck,  and  Elders  Joseph  Laubach  and  George  C.  Welker.  To 
the  same  committee  were  referred  memorials  from  the  consistory  of 
Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Chnrch,  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  A.  S. 
Gerhard,  a  member  of  said  church,  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Overtures.  Those  items  indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes  as  numbers  12,  13,  and  15,  were  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  Peter  S.  Davis.  George 
W.  Aughinbaugh,  and  Elders  John  Heilman  and  Joshua  Motter. 

The  second  named  committee  submitted  their  report  in  part,  which 
was  received,  amended,  and  then  adopted ;  and  the  taking  up  of  the 
appeal  and  complaints  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  morning 
of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions.  The  report,  as  adopted  is  as  fol« 
Iowb: 
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The  oommittee,  to  whom  was  referred  certain  appeab  from  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  Claasis,  coming  from  the  paetor,  conaiBtoiy, 
and  certain  members  of  Christ  Braagelical  Beformed  Church  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.,  as  also  certaio  complaints  and  anemorials  arising  out  of 
the  same  proceedings  of  Claasis,  respectfully  report : 

The  committee  have  examined  the  whole  case  carefollj,  and  are  of 
the  opinion,  that  the  different  appeals  and  complaints  are  so  related  to 
each  other  and  interdependent,  that,  in  order  to  proceed  without  con- 
fosion,  it  is  necessary  to  submit  to  Synod  for  its  consideration  and 
action  but  one  point  at  present,  inasmuch  as  the  decision  of  Synod  on 
this  point  will  condition  and  determine  nearly  all  the  other  points 
raised  by  these  appeals  and  complaints. 

The  committee  find,  that  the  last  appeal  of  the  consiBtory  of  Christ 
Evangelical  Reformed  Church  and  complaint  of  Rot.  George  D. 
Wolff  and  ethers,  from  the  final  action  of  Philadelphia  Classis,  are, 
among  others,  in  order.  This  appeal  and  complaint  comprehend  a 
number  of  points,  indeed  all  the  principal  points  substantially,  which 
come  up  in  preceding  appeals  and  complaints.  Instead  of  taking  up 
this  appeal  and  complaint  in  whole,  we  recommend  to  Synod  to  take 
up,  first  of  all,  one  point  which,  in  our  judgment,  underlies  and  eon- 
ditions  the  most  important  of  the  others.  This  point  is,  whether  the 
action  of  Philadelphia  Classis  was  regular  and  constitutional  in  re- 
scinding all  its  proceedings  in  the  case  of  a  certain  bill  of  complaints 
brought  by  A.  Kline  and  others  against  the  pastor,  consistory,  and 
certain  members  of  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church.  From  this 
rescinding  act  the  consistory  appeab,  and  against  it  the  Rev.  George 
D.  Wolff  and  others  complain.  The  appeal  and  complaint  are  both 
in  order. 

The  committee  recommend,  that,  in  hearing  the  appeal  and  complaint, 
the  Synod  proceed  in  the  following  order : 

1.  That  the  appellant  and  complainants  open  the  case. 

2.  That  the  respondents  follow. 

3.  That  the  appellant  or  complainants  close. 

4.  That  each  side  be  allowed  three  hours,  which  time  the  parties 
concerned  on  either  side  distribute  among  themselves. 

5.  When  the  appellant,  complainants  and  respondents  have  con- 
cluded, the  Synod  shall  decide  whether  or  not  the  discussion  shall  be 
continued  by  the  members  of  the  Synod. 

Inasmuch  as  any  further  consideration  of  and  report  on  appeals 
and  complaints  referred  to  your  committee  will  depend  on  the  decision 
of  Synod  on  the  question  now  submitted,  we  report  but  in  part  at  this 
time.  Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  V.  GERHART 
GEO.  LEWIS  STALET, 
JOHN  BECK, 
GEO.  C.  WELKER, 
JOSEPH  LAUBACH, 

Committee, 
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At  tlie  tiind  appointed  the  appeal  was  tiken  np.  The  oomplaint 
of  A.  Kline  and  others,  agaioat  the  paator  and  oonsistory  of  Christ 
EYangelieal  Reformed  Church,  before  the  Philadelphia  Classis ;  the 
final  action  of  the  Classis  in  the  case ;  and  the  appeal  and  complaint 
relating  to  this  fnal  action,  were  severallj  read.  The  Re?.  G.  Dering 
Wolff,  in  behalf  of  the  appellant  and  complainants,  was  heard  for  half 
sn  hour  in  opening  the  case.  He  was  followed  by  the  RtT.  Dr. 
Daniel  Gans,  as  part  of  the  opening,  with  a  brief  statement  of  the 
points  expected  to  be  proved,  and  the  authorities  upon  which  it  was 
parposed  to  rely  as  evidence. 

Rev.  David  E.  Klopp  opened  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  respond- 
ents. After  he  had  dosed  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger«  on 
the  part  of  the  respondents,  reauested  the  President  of  Synod  to  rule, 
that  the  appellants  be  required,  in  their  opening,  to  state  the  line  of 
argument  they  intend  to  pursue  and  cite  the  particular  articles  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Church,  upon  which  they  purpose  to  rely.  The 
chair  ruled,  that,  at  this  point,  the  appellants  and  complainants  are 
not  required,  by  the  order  adopted  by  Synod  for  conducting  this 
case,  to  put  in  another  argument,  as  they  have  already  opened  their 
case.  From  this  ruling  of  the  chair,  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the 
Synod,  and  the  ruling  of  the  chair  was  sustained.  (Jpon  the  announce- 
ment of  this  decision,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bomberger  stated,  that,  in  view  of 
this  ruling,  their  side  of  the  case  was  closed. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Gans  resumed  his  argument  in  behalf  of  the 
appellant  and  complainants,  and  continuea  until  he  closed,  con- 
saming  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  allowed  the  appellants  by  the 
order  adopted  by  Synod.  After  he  had  closed,  the  action  of  Synod 
adopting  the  report  defining  the  order  of  taking  up  and  conducting 
the  appeal  and  complaint,  was  reconsidered.  The  following  resolu- 
tions were  then  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  respondents  be  allowed  two  hours  to  reply  to 
the  argument  of  the  appellant  and  complainants,  in  case  they  wish 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity. 

Ruofvedy  That  this  response,  if  it  be  purposed  to  make  it,  be  en- 
tered upon  immediately. 

The  respondents  declined  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  thus 
proffered  tbem.     It  was  then 

Resolced,  That  the  case  be  decided  upon  without  further  debate. 

Upon  a  motion  to  sustain  the  appeal  and  complaint,  the  vote  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  with  the  following  result : 
.Teas— J.  C.  J.  Kurtz,  M.  A.  Smith,  I.  K.  Loos,  John  Beck,  J. 
Lanbach,  B.  Bausman,  S.  Miller,  J.  Klein,  J.  Heilman,  C.  D. 
Zehring,  D.  W.  Wolff,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  B.  Kieffer,  D.  6rin«r,  W. 
A.  Wilt,  J.  Ditf ler.  J.  Frownfelter,  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  J.  C.  Henscll,  J. 
8nipp,  P.  Wise,  E  R.  Eschbach,  J.  S.  Foulk,  J.  M.  Titzel,  6.  L. 
Staley,  M.  Bachman,  6.  S.  Griffith,  J.  Hotter,  H.  T.  Tice,  J.  K. 
Ankenny,  H.  Heckerman,  J.  W.  Love,  P.  S.  Davis,  T.  G.  Apple, 
Q.  H.  Mengel,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  John  Bowman,  G.  W.  Anghinbaugh, 
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J.  H.  Dttbbfl,  J.  F.  Bnsohe,  J.  W.  Nevin,  S.  Kuhn,  B.  V.  Ghrhart, 
W.  A.  Oring,  D.  W.  Orom,  W.  H.  Seibert,  H.  Stoafier,  J.  O.  Shoe- 
maker,  J.  H.  Apple,  J.  Crick;  E.  H.  DieffeDbacher,  D.  D.  LebermaD, 
D.  S.  DieflTenbaoher,  C.  M.  Bonsch,  J.  Fritsioger,  H.  Hoffinan,  J. 
W.  Steinmetz,  6.  C.  Welker,  J.  W.  Lescher,  L.  G.  Edmonds,  C  H. 
Reiter,  M.  Brown,  and  J.  K.  Rankle — yeos,  63. 

Nays — None. 

Rev.  George  B.  Rnssell  and  John  Knie  were  excused  from  voting, 
the  former  because  he  was  a  party  partially  interested  in  the  cue, 
and  the  latter  because  he  alleged  he  did  not  fully  understand  it. 

Rev.  David  E.  Klopp,  as  President  of  the  Classis  of  Pbiladelpbia, 
gave  notice  of  appeal  from  this  decision  of  Synod,  on  the  part  of  the 
Olassis,  to  the  General  Synod. 


The  same  committee  as  above,  to  whom  several  appeals  and  com- 
plaints were  referred,  submitted  an  additional  report.  The  report 
was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  appeals  from,  and 
complaints  against  the  proceedings  of  Philadelphia  Classis,  relating 
to  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church,  of  Philadelphia,  offer  the 
following  additional  report : 

We  have  examined  the  following  appeals  and  complaints,  and  find 
that  they  have  been  filed  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  are,  therefore,  in  order. 

1.  An  appeal  of  the  consistory  of  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed 
Church  against  the  action  of  Philadelphia  Classis  in  their  decision  on 
the  case  of  certain  members  vs.  the  Consistory.     Record,  p.  139. 

2.  An  appeal  of  Rev.  Dr  S.  R.  Fisher  from  the  ruling  of  Philadel- 
phia Classis.     Record,  p.  176. 

3.  A  complaint  of  Drs.  Fisher  and  Gans,  against  the  action  of 
Philadelphia  Classis,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  rights  of  Cod- 
sistories.    Record,  p.  113. 

4.  The  complaint  of  Rev.  Dr.  Fbher  against  the  decision  of  the 
Philadelphia  Classis,  that  the  reading  of  a  certain  paper  before  the 
Classis  at  East  Vincent  was  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  Constitu- 
tion.   Record,  p.  118. 

5.  A  complaint  of  the  Rev.  Drs.  Fisher  and  Giesy,  Rev.  G.  B- 
Wolff,  Gen.  G.  W.  Mindil,  and  Elders  W.  Schall  and  Charles  N. 
Brock  against  the  rulings  of  Philadelphia  Classis.     Record,  p.  133. 

6.  A  complaint  of  Rev.  G.  B.  Russell,  Rev.  Drs.  Fisher  and  Grans, 
and  Rev.  G.  D.  Wolff,  against  the  decision  of  Philadelphia  Classis, 
involving  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  Art.  100.     Record,  p.  135. 

7.  A  complaint  of  Rev.  G.  D.  Wolff  and  Dr.  Fisher,  and  Elders 
W.  Schall  and  Charles  N.  Brock,  and  Qtu.  G.  W.  Mindil,  against 
the  course  of  Philadelphia  Classis  in  impugning  the  character  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Giesy,  though  not  arraigned  for  trial.     Record,  p.  148. 
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8.  A  complaint  of  Ber.  Dr.  Oant  and  Ber.  O.  D.  Wolff  agiioBt 
Philaiielpliia  Classis  for  referring  tlie  replies  of  both  parties  to  a  oom- 
mitlee.    fieoord,  pp.  194|  196. 

We  reoommend  that  Synod  take  up  these  appeals  and  complunts 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  presented. 

Inasmnoh  as  the  Synod  has  already  allowed  the  appellants,  com- 
plainants, and  respondents  to  open  and  argne  the  merits  of  the  whole 
case  inrolyed  in  these  different  appeals  and  complaints,  and  given 
each  side  three  honrs,  we  reoommend  that  on  each  appeal  and  ooss- 
plaint^  the  appellants  or  complainants  be  heard  only  for  half  an  honr, 
and  the  respondents  for  half  an  honr,  and  that  every  appeal  and  com- 
plaint be  conducted  in  the  following  order : 

1.  All  pertinent  papers  shall  be  read. 

2.  The  appellants  or  complainants  shaU  open  the  case. 

3.  The  respondents  shall  follow. 

4.  The  appellants  or  complainants  shall  close. 

5.  Each  party  shall  distribnte  the  time  allotted  among  themselves. 

6.  After  each  case  is  closed  the  vote  shall  be  taken  without  further 
discussion  by  members  of  Synod. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 
41  E.  v.  6ERHABT, 

GEO.  LEWIS  STALEY, 
JOHN  BECK, 
JOSEPH  LAUBACH, 
GEO.  C.  WELKEB, 

Commidee. 

The  several  appeals  and  complaints  referred  to  in  this  report  were 
taken  up  and  aisposed  of,  according  to  the  order  proposed.  The 
papers  in  each  case  were  read,  after  which  the  parties  were  heard,  or 
afforded  the  opportunity  of  being  heard.  The  vote  was  then  taken, 
and  the  result  in  the  several  cases  was  as  follows : 

Appeal  No.  1,  and  complaints  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  and  8  were  sever- 
ally sustained.  In  reference  to  complaint  No.  6,  the  complainants 
offered  the  following  paper,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Inasmuch  as  the  point  of  violated  constitutional  law  (Art.  100) 
eomplained  of,  has  been  already  decided  on  and  fully  vindicated  by 
this  Synod,  in  its  action  on  the  main  appeal  in  this  case,  the  under- 
signed do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  prosecnie  the  complaint  in  a  sepa- 
rate way. 

GEO.  B.  BUSSELL, 

D.  GANS, 

SAML.  R.  FISHER. 

Bev.  David  G.  Klopp,  as  President  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia; 
gSTe  notice  of  appeal  on  the  part  of  the  Classis^  from  the  decisions  of 
Synod  just  reached,  to  the  General  Synod. 
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Vhe  following  report  w«8  reoeired  ftad  adopted : 

The  oommittee  to  whom  were  referred  the  oomplaintB  agaiiut  the 
Philadelphia  Claasis,  as  specified  in  items  12, 13,  aod  15  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  would  respectfully  re- 
port, 

That  they  hare  examined  the  Minutes  of  said  Classis,  and  find  the 
several  complaints  referred  to  in  order. 

Item  12  is  a  complaint  of  Rct.  Dr.  Fisher,  and  Rey.  G.  D.  Wolff, 
against  the  Philadelphia  Classis  in  deciding  to  take  down  their  testi- 
mony hy  a  phonographer. 

•  Item  13  is  a  complaint  of  Rev.  Drs.  Fisher  and  Qans  i^inst  the 
action  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis  in  re-adopting  the  report  on  the 
state  of  Religion  in  said  Classis. 

Item  15  is  a  complaint  of  Rev.  Dr.  Gans.  and  Rev.  G.  Dering 
Wolff  against  the  ruling  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis  in  r^ard  to  the 
testimony  of  C.  N.  Brock. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  that  these  complaints  he  dis- 
posed of  item  by  item ;  that  they  be  read  with  their  aocompanyiDg 
reasons,  and  that  the  complainants  and  respondents  be  heard,  and  the 
cases  be  conductedand  decided  in  the  usual  order,  the  time  of  dis- 
cussion to  be  limited  to  half  an  hour  on  both  si  A  in  each  case. 

SAMUEL  MILLER, 
P.  S.  DAVIS, 
GEO.  W.  AUGHINBADGH. 

Committee, 

The  several  complaints  were  taken  up  and  duposed  of  according  to 
the  order  laid  down  in  the  report,  and  were  in  each  case  sustained. 


The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  appeal  from 
Philadelphia  Classis  (See  Item  4,  Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes),  refusing  to  receive  a  delegate  appointed  by  the  Consistory 
of  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church,  as  a  substitute  for  one  whose 
appointment  they  had  revoked,  respectfully  report. 

That  they  find  the  appeal  in  order.  Your  oommittee  recommend, 
that  the  appellant  and  defendant  each  be  allowed  fifteen  minutes  to 
argue  the  case,  and  that  Synod  immediately  thereafter  decide  the 
question  without  debate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  AUGHINBAUGH,  Chairman. 

The  appeal  was  taken  up  in  the  order  proposed.  The  documents 
in  the  case  were  read,  and  the  parties  heard.  The  vote  was  then 
taken  on  a  motion  to  sustain  the  appeal,  and  the  motion  lost.  The 
appeal  accordingly  was  not  sustained. 


A  oommtttoe,  oonosting  of  the  Bey.  Dr.  Emaniiel  Y.  Gerhart, 
Qtarge  L.  Btaley,  Jokn  Beok,  and  Blden  Oeorge  C.  Welker  aod 
Joseph  Laubaeh,  waa  appointed  to  report  a  paper  in  referenoe  to  the 
tetion  of  Synod,  as  bearing  npon  the  requeata  of  the  apneUanta  and 
eomplainanta,  in  the  eaaea  growing  ont  of  the  proceeaings  of  the 
Claaaia  of  Philadelphia  on  the  complaint  of  A.  Kline  and  others  against 
the  pastor  and  oonsistory  of  Christ  Eirangelioal  Reformed  Church  of 
Philadelphia.  This  committee  submitted  their  report,  which  was  re> 
caved,  amended,  and  adopted.    The  report  as  adopted  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  on  appeals  and  complaints  against  Philadelphia 
Classia,  which,  in  response  to  the  request  of  the  appellants  and  com- 
plainants, was  instructed  to  drafb  a  minute  expressing  the  judgment 
of  this  Synod  upon  the  matters  appealed  from,  and  complained  of, 
respectfully  report  the  following  action  for  adoption : 

1.  That  the  condnet  of  the  Rct.  Dr.  S.  H.  Giesy,  in  reading  the 
Pistocal  Letter,  according  to  the  direction  of  this  Synod,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  is  approved  and  highly  commended. 

2.  That  the  proceedings  of  Philadelphia  Classis,  from  which  the 
fioal  appeal  and  complaint  were  taken  to  this  Synod,  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  irregular  and  unconstitutional,  and  m  a  high  degree  un- 
joBt  to  the  Pastor  and  Consistory  of  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  and  damaging  to  the  interests  of  said  Church, 
snd  therefore  we  order  said  Classis  to  annul  said  proceedings,  and  to 
strike  from  their  minutes  all  matters  in  the  premises  impugning  or 
reflecting  upon  the  parties  impugned  in  the  so^udled  complaints  of 
A.  Kline  and  others,  and  W.  H.  ShauU  and  John  Wiest,  and  the 
proceedings  had  thereupon. 

3.  That  we  hereby  enj  )in  on  Philadelphia  Classis  without  delay  to 
reroke  the  following  action,  taken  Sept.  29, 1868,  to  wit:  '<  That  the 
party  of  the  complainants,  and  those  who  may  associate  with  them, 
be  hereby  authorized  to  organise  themselves  into  a  new  congregation 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Classis,  and  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  A. 
Bomberger,  D.  E.  Kbpp,  and  J.  Dahlman,  Jr.,  be  a  committee  to 
oonsummate  auch  organisation^  should  the  complainants  desire  it." 

And  that  the  CUssis  aforesaid  be  enjoined  also  to  revoke  the  follow- 
ing action,  to  wit :  "  That  the  Conaistory  of  Christ  Evangelical  Re- 
formed Church  be  directed  to  give  certificates  of  regular  dismissal  to 
such  of  the  complainants  and  their  friends,  members  of  said  Church, 
as  may  desire  them,  placing  no  obstacles,  on  the  ground  of  actual  or 
alleged  complicity  with  the  said  difficulties  in  Christ  Evangelical  Re- 
formed Church,  in  the  way  of  granting  such  certificates,  nor  in  the 
way  of  carrying  out  the  permission  granted  in  the  second  resolution." 

4.  That  we  prohibit  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  to  organize  and  to 
locate  another  church  within  six  squares  of  Christ  Evangelical  Re- 
formed Church;  but  the  implied  authority  hereby  given,  to  organise 
a  church  beyond  these  limits,  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  imply, 
that  thia  Synod  approves  any  part  of  the  action  taken  on  Sept.  29th, 
1868,  relative  to  the  organisation  of  another  church ;  nor  shall  it  be 
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f6  oonstrned  as  to  imply  tbat  any  memben  of  Chrirt  ETaagelieal  Re- 
formed Gharoh  may  do  reoeiyed  ioto  a  new  organiiaiion,  who  hare 
not  been  regularly  dismissed. 

5.  Tbat  inasmneb  as  the  appellants  and  eompfadnants  vemm  Phila- 
delpbia  Claasis  represent,  tbat  the  reputation  of  the  Pastor  and  the 
prosperity  of  Christ  Evangelioal  Befbrmed  Ghnrob  lunre  been  greatly 
damaged  by  the  long^sontinoed  nnoonstitutional  prooeedings  of  Phila- 
delphia Classis,  the  President  of  this  Synod  be  hereby  authoriaed  and 
directed  to  visit  the  aforesaid  obnreh  in  Philadelphia,  and  represent 
the  action  and  judgment  of  this  Synod  in  the  premises,  and,  as  its 
official  head,  interpose,  aooordfing  to  his  best  judgment,  its  power  and 
inflaenoe  towards  undoing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  injury  done  to,  and 
removing  the  diflfenlties  existing  in,  said  Christ  Chnrch. 

Bespeetfiwy  submitted, 

B.  V.  GERHART, 
GEO.  LEWIS  STALEY, 
JOHN  BECK, 
GEO.  C.  WELKER, 
JOSEPH  LAUBACH, 

QmiffMee. 

Rev.  David  E.  Klopp,  as  President  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia, 
gave  notice  in  behalf  of  the  Classis,  of  an  appeal  from  the  action  of 
Synod  upon  the  report  just  adopted,  to  the  General  Synod. 


The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted: 
The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  the  Consistory  of  Christ 
Evangelical  Reformed  Church  was  referred,  report, 

Tbat,  inasmuch  as  the  subject  matter  thereof  has  been  considered 
and  disposed  of  in  aw>ther  report  submitted  to  Synod,  no  further 
action  is  neeeesavy  to  meet  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  y.  GERHART,  ChaimMn. 


The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted  : 
The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Gerhard  was  re- 
ferred, report, 

That,  inasmuch  as  the  subject  matter  thereof  has  been  considered 
and  disposed  of  in  another  report  adopted  by  this  Synod,  no  fhrther 
action  is  necessary  to  meet  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  y.  GERHART,  Chairman. 


A  memorial,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Consistory  of  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church 
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of  Philadelphia,  and  referred  to  a  oommittee  ooDBistiog  of 'the  Rev. 
Dr.  Emaoael  Y.  Qerharfc,  George  L.  Stalej,  John  Beck,  and  Elders 
Joeeph  Lanbach  and  George  C*  Welker.  This  oommittee  submitted 
the  following  report,  whioh  was  received  and  adopted: 

On  the  memorial  from  the  consutorj  of  Christ  Evangelical  Be* 
formed  Church,  in  regard  to  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  continuing  to 
hold  meetings  in  their  church,  without  their  consent  and  against  their 
will,  jour  oommittee  recommends  to  Synod  to  take  the  following  ac- 
tion: 

1.  Synod  requests  said  Conmtory  to  allow  Philadelphia  Classis  to 
hold  its  meeting  in  their  church  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November, 
according  to  adjournment 

2.  Synod  enjoins  on  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  immediately  afler 
it  has  convened  in  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church;  on  the  sec* 
ond  Tuesday  of  November,  to  adjourn  and  hold  its  Bes?*ions  in  some 
other  Buitabie  place,  unless  Classis  obtains  the  consent  of  said  Consin* 
tory  to  hold  its  sessions  in  said  church  to  the  close. 

3.  Synod  enjoins  on  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  thereafter  not  to 
hold  any  meetings  in  said  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church) 
unless  they  previously  have  obtained  the  cooMnt  of  the  Consistory. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B,  V.  6ERHART, 
GEO.  LEWIS  8TALET, 
JOHN  BECK, 
JOS.  LAUBACH, 
GEO.  C.  WELKER, 

Committee^ 


The  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen  failed  to  have  its  Minutes  sent  to 
Synod  in  proper  time,  and  the  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna  confirmed 
a  call  to  the  Rev.  George  E.  Addams,  coming  from  only  one  congre- 
gation of  the  charge,  the  other  congregations  of  the  charge  not  having 
aoited  in  the  call,  both  of  which  particulars  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes  reported  as  irregularities.  The  judgment  of  the  Committee 
in  both  cases  was  approved.  At  the  same  time,  however,  in  view  of 
explanations  given  verbally  by  members  of  the  Chu»is  of  West  Sus* 
quehanna.  in  regard  to  their  action,  it  was 

Retolved^  That  the  Classis  be  excused  for  committing  this  irregular- 
ity. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  last  year,  to  cooperate 
with  the  Classis  of  Maryland  in  attending  to  the  interests  of  our 
Church  in  Washington  City,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Synod  one  of  the 
oonnittee  visited  Washington  to  learn  the  state  of  the  case.  The 
wbstanee  of  what  was  thus  ascertained  was  reported  to  the  committee, 
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wbo  proposed  saoh  aetion  as  the  circumsUnees  seemed  to  require. 
By  a  peculiar  oombination  of  unforeseen  events,  the  plan  of  the  com- 
mittee  failed  to  retain  in  our  possession  the  ohnrch  property.  The 
subject  then  came  before  a  special  meeting  of  the  Maryland  Classis. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  positiye  directions  of  the  Synod,  the  Clasais 
was  unwilling  to  take  legal  steps  to  recover  our  right  to  the  property. 
It  will  be  for  the  Synod  to  give  each  further  instruotions  as  will,  in 
its  judgment,  reach  the  case — if  it  be  thought  proper  to  maintain  the 
justice  of  our  claim  to  the  church  pronerty  of  right  ours  in  Washing- 
ton. ^ 

The  members  thrown  out  of  a  house  of  worship,  uniting  with  other 
Reformed  members,  were  organised  into  a  mixed  congregation  of 
German  and  English.  A  favorable  opportunity  aflForded  them  the 
possibility  of  securing  themselves  a  house  of  worship.  They  purchased 
an  eligible  chapel  from  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  which  they 
now  occupy.  The  congregation  have  been  able,  thus  far,  to  meet  the 
payments  on  the  same. 

^ut  they  need  the  help  of  their  friends  to  the  amount  of,  say  three 
thousand  dollars,  which  they  must  provide  for  by  next  May.  Oooe 
relieved  of  this  debt,  and  having  a  house  of  worship,  they  will  soon 
be  able  to  sustain  themselves. 

If  the  Germans  could  recover  their  wrested  rights,  a  separation  of 
the  two  languages  into  a  distinct  German,  and  also  an  English  oon- 
gre^ation,  could  then  be  effected — greatly  to  the  interests  of  both. 

With  these  statements  before  it,  the  Synod  can  take  such  action  as, 
in  itf  judgment,  is  required.  We,  therefore,  suggest  the  following 
resolutions : 

1.  Resolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  whom  full  power 
is  hereby  given  to  act,  in  the  name  of  this  Synod,  in  behalf  of  our 
Reformed  Church  interests  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and,  if  necessary, 
proceed  as,  in  the  judgment  of  legal  counsel,  the  case  warrants. 

2.  Resolved,  That,  to  meet  the  balance  of  indebtedness  now  restiDg 
on  the  mission  church  there,  and  provide  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
ease  if  made  necessary,  the  committee  be  authorised  to  raise  funds  in 
that  behalf,  by  such  agencies  as  to  them  may  be  most  proper;  and 
that  this  Synod  commends  this  object  to  the  hearts  and  prayers  of  the 
churches. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  ZACHARIAS,  Chairman, 

The  committee  called  for  in  this  report,  consists  of  the  Rev.  Gkorge 
B.  Resell,  Dr.  Daniel  Zacharias,  John  8.  Foulk,  and  Elder  Hon. 
John  Cessna. 


A  oommunioation  was  received  from  the  Rev.  William  C.  Bennet, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  in  relation  to  oertaia 
vacated  ohuroh-property  in  Cumberknd  county,  Pa.,  and  refen«d  to 
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a  eonnnittee  ooDBirting  of  tbe  ReT.  Jofleph  H.  Dablm,  Ckorge  W. 
Aughinbaughy  and  Elder  Ooldaboro  8.  Gnffitb.  This  committee  sub- 
mitted tbe  following  report,  wbiob  i^  reoeived  and  adopted : 

Tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Bey.  Wm.  G. 
Bennett  concerning  oar  interest  in  certain  church  property  in  Cum* 
berbind  county,  Pa.,  respectfully  report  the  following  action  : 

Retolved^  That  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  a  committee,  con- 
shiting  of  the  ofiioers  of  Zion's  Classis,  with  instructions  to  inyestigate 
it,  and  if  the  way  be  open,  to  take^the  necessary  legal  steps  to  secure 
our  interest  in  said  property,  either  by  way  of  sale  or  otherwise. 

BespectfttUy  submitted, 

J.  H.  DUBBS,  Chatrman. 


ARTICLE  XVn. 

COMPLAINTS. 

The  committee  on  Oyertures  reported  the  reasons  of  complaint  of 
Elders  Andrew  W.  Meyers  and  John  Wiest  to  the  Oenend  Synod, 
against  the  action  of  Synod  at  Baltimore  in  reference  to  the  Meyers- 
town  Conyention,  which  had  been  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the 
last  Synod.  The  document  was  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  Synod  at  Baltimore  to  sustain  its  action  before  the  Goneral 
Synod. 


Sundry  complaints  against  the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia, 
gro?ring  out  of  the  complaint  of  A.  Kline  and  others  against  the  pastor 
and  consistory  of  Christ  Eyangelioal  Reformed  Church  of  Philadel- 
phia, were  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes.  As, 
boweyer,  they  were  all  intimately  connected  with  sundry  appeals 
growing  out  of  the  same  ease,  they  were  prosecuted  in  connec- 
tion with  them.  For  the  result,  see  Article  XVI,  Appeals  and  Ref- 
erences. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 


Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

X      PUBLICATION. 

The  following  annual  report  was  receiyed  from  the  Board  of  Publi- 
eation  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication  : 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  PiMkoHon  for  ike  year  ending 

October  1, 1868. 

The  operations  of  the  Board  haye  been  carried  forward  daring  the 
past  year  with  varied  Bacoeaa.  Difficnlties  to  some  extent  have  been 
experienced,  arising  in  part  out  of  the  somewhat  unsetUed  condition 
of  portions  of  the  Ohuroh,  and  more  especially  from  the  stringent  con- 
dition of  the  finances  of  the  coantry,  particularly  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  financial  year.  The  consequence  is,  that  we  are  not 
able  to  report  so  prosperous  a  condition  of  affairs  as  is  to  be  desired ; 
yet  it  is  not  without  its  encouraging  aspects,  especially  when  viewed 
in  the  light  of  all  the  surroundings  incident  to  the  year. 

The  Board  held  its  regular  quarterly  sessions,  except  the  one  in 
July,  at  which  a  quorum  failed  to  be  present,  and  attended  to  the  busi- 
ness with  which  it  is  entrusted.  At  the  quarterly  session  in  the 
present  month,  with  which  the  year  closes,  a  full  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  year  was  presented.  This  b  too  extensive  to  be  incorpo- 
rated in  full  in  this  report.  It  is,  however,  within  reach,  so  that  it  can 
be  consulted,  if  desired.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  its  most  im- 
portant items^  and  will  serve  to  convey  to  the  Ghorcti,  an  intelligent 
view  of  the  condition  of  its  publication  affairs : 


BEOKIPTS  or  THS  TSAR. 
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ff 


Subscription  to  '*  Messenger"  and  advertising, 
**  ^'  Kirchenzeitung" 

"  *»  Guardian," 

«  «  Child's  Treasury," 

"  « L&mmerhirte,' 

"  "  Review" 

Contributions  for  Relief, 

Publishing  Fund, 

Receipts  in  store. 

Loan, 

Proceeds  of  note  discounted. 


Less  receipts  than  disbursements, 


$9,124  66 

3,247  35 

1,191  03 

2,559  17 

1,193  65 

666  00 

299  50 

80  15 

17,321  37 

1,000  00 

1,485  00 

«38,167  88 
,  1,132  09 

$39,299  97 


BISBUBSXMXNTS. 

Principal  on  notes, 
Interest  account, 

Messenger,  composition,  press  work,  and  expediting, 

Kirchenieitung,  "  "  " 

Guardian,  "  "  « 

Child's  Treasury,"  "  « 

L&mmerhirte,      "  <'  «< 

Review,  «  "  <* 


$1,484  00 
377  85 
4,616  98 
2,468  28 
998  70 
646  70 
455  00 
854  92 
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Paper  bought  for  MeflMsger,  $3,008  90 

<<                Kiroheoieitanff,  1,083  52 

<<                Ouardian  and  Review,  677  50 

"                Child'B  Treaa'y,  and  L&mmerhurte,  2,190  16 

^                Almanac,  193  37 

«<                Books,  485  00 

Percentage  or  colleotiooB,  671  46 

"          relief,  11  55 

Bent,  550  00 

Postage  stamps,  309  49 

BiadiDg  acconot,  2,384  04 

Insaranee  Polioles,  130  00 

Stereotyping,  535  67 

Guts,  60  00 

Salaries  for  editors,  oontribators,  and  other  employees,  6,329  02 

James  B.  Rodgers,  press-work,  etc.,  1,148  69 

All  other  expenses,  such  as  parchase  of  stock  for  store, 

freight,  gas,  etc.,  etc.,  7,629  22 


139,299  97 


LIABILITIES. 


October  1,1868 $11,965  30 

«     1,1867 8,297  22 


Increase  of  Liabilities $3,657  98 

ASSETS. 

Dae  on  account  for  books Ti $7,416  54 

'^       Messenger,  (estimated) 5,300  00 

'^      Eirchenzeitnng    "  2,700  00 

'*       Guardian 1,596  50 

'       Child's  Treasury 1,394  00 

«       L&mmerhirte 762  55 

^*      Beyiew 489  50 

''       Stock  of  books  on  hand 8,042  17 

'<      Booksinsheets 2,198  05 

''       Paper  on  hand 910  54 

^'      Stereotypes 3,529  50 

''      Cuts 350  00 

"       Fixtures 800  00 

'«      Due  bills 600  00 


Total  assets  Oct.  1, 1868 $35,989  35 

"      1867 33,941  47 


Incresse  of  assets $2,047  88 
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BUBSORIBSRB  TO  THE  PAPHS. 

1867.  1868. 

Messenger 3,350  3,505  locrease    155 

KirehenseitaDg 2,800  2,626  Decreue    174 

Guardian 1,200  1,141  "            69 

Review  386  .    416  Increase     30 

Child's  Treasury 20,000  24,400  "      4,400 

L&mmerliirte 6,950  7,720  ''         770 

COST  OF  PAPERS,  EXOLUSIYB  OF  BDITINQ,  CLERK  HIRE,   AND  PER- 
CENTAGE ACCOUNT. 

Messenger,  53  Nos.,  paper,  compontion,  and  expediting f  7,553  93 

Receipts  for  the  year $9,124  66 

Kirohenseitnng,  paper,  composition  and  expediting 3,494  40 

Receipts  for  the  year 3,247  35 

Review,  paper,  composition,  and  expediting 1,176  59 

Receipts  for  the  year 666  00 

Guardian,  paper,  composition,  and  expediting 1,445  02 

Receipts  for  the  year 1,191  03 

Child's  Treasury,  paper,  composition,  and  expediting 2,339  90 

Receipts  for  the  year 2,559  17 

L&mmerhirte,  paper,  composition,  and  expediting 1,095  34 

Receipts  for  the  year 1,193  65 

Number  of  copies  of  books,  pamphlets,  etc.,  printed,  38,400, 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  there  is  a 
small  increase  in  the  number  of  subscribers  to  the  "  Messenger."  It 
has  not,  however,  been  as  great  as  was  anticipated,  and  as  was  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  additional  expenses  incurred  by  the  enlargement 
made  a  little  over  a  year  ago.  Only  a  few  persons  put  forth  any 
special  efforts  to  procure  subscribers.  Besides  this,  the  list  itself  has 
been  subjected  to  a  winnowing  process,  with  a  view  to  purge  it  of  un- 
profitable  subscribers;  and  influences  also  have  prevailed  in  some 
sections  of  the  Chureh^  the  tendency  of  whiob  was  to  provoke  discon- 
tinuances as  well  as  to  prevent  the  addition  of  new  subscribers.  These 
several  obstacles  to  success,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  exist  in  future. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  in  the 
subscription  list  of  the  '^  Kirchenaeitung."  This,  however,  has  been 
occasioned,  partly,  by  the  winnowing  process  referred  to  in  the  case 
of  the  '*  Messenger,''  but  mainly  by  the  discontinuances  received  from 
the  German  section  of  East  Pennsylvania,  in  consequence  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the"  Hausf round,''  and  is  nothing  more  than  was  anticipated 
in  the  circumstances.  The  number  of  subscribers  from  that  section 
'^^  the  Church  is  now  merely  nominal.    At  the  same  time,  a  sufficient 
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number  of  additions  wis  no(  reoeived  firom  other  directions,  to  make 
up  for  these  losses.  The  problem  remains  to  be  soWed,  whether  the 
Church  will  sustain  the  two  German  religious  papers  upon  the  same 
territory. 

There  has  been  a  small  decrease  in  the  *<  Oaardian"  list  of  snbsori- 
bers,  and  a  small  increase  in  that  of  the  "  Review."  Viewed  by  the 
actual  amoant  received  for  these  periodicals  daring  the  year,  the  as- 
pect of  their  condition,  as  to  covering  expenses,  especially  of  the 
latter,  is  not  very  flattering.  Bat  this  is  somewhat  relieved,  when 
the  amoants  respectively  due  fbr  subscription  to  each  of  them,  the  col- 
lection of  which  it  is  purposed  urgently  to  press,  and  the  value  of  the 
stock  on  hand,  are  taken  into,  consideration.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  there  is  a  strong  claim  upon  the  friends  of  these  publica-^ 
tions  for  argent  efforts  to  increase  their  circulation. 

The  two  Sunday  School  papers,  especially  the  "  Child's  Treasury,'' 
present  a  very  encouraging  degree  of  prosperity.  They  are  both 
gradually  increasing  in  favor  and  nsefalness,  which  state  of  things, 
there  is  reason  to  hope,  will  be  continued.  They  are  much  needed  in 
the  Church  and  seem  to  be  appreciated. 

A  short  time  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  annual  session  of 
Synod,  the  Rev.  N.  Oehr  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  Board  as 
editor  of  the  "  Kirchenieitung,"  to  take  effect  on  the  first  of  January 
last,  which  was  accepted.  In  the  circumstances,  the  Board,  at  the 
recommendation  of  several  Gorman  brethren,  appointed  Mr.  J.  G.  S. 
Wittman,  who  has  had  considerable  experience  in  editorial  labors,  as 
editor  of  the  ''  Kirchenseitung''  fbr  the  current  year,  and  they  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  sav,  that  he  has  edited  the  paper  with  ability,  and, 
as  far  as  is  known  to  the  Board,  with  general  acceptance  also.  It  wi  1 
devolve  upon  the  Synod  to  make  provision  for  the  filling  of  this  posi- 
tion permanently. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1867,  the  Board,  in  common  with  the 
Church  in  general,  was  called  upon  to  deplore  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh,  by  which  the  editorship  of  the  '*  Review"  was 
rendered  vaeant.  A  suitable  tribute  to  his  memory  was  prepared  and 
published  in  the  "  Messenger,"  and  a  proper  notice  of  his  decease  also 
appeared  in  the  '*  Review."  The  Board  prevailed  upon  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Thomas  G.  Apple  to  take  charge  of  the  *'  Review,"  under  whose  con- 
trol it  has  been  carried  forward  during  the  past  year. 

The  Board  had  commenced  the  publication  of  a  series  of  Tracts  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh  but  were  arrested 
in  their  progress  hj  his  death,  af^  the  issue  of  the  first  of  the  series  on 
**  Alms  Giving — ^The  True  Christian  Mode."  It  is  hoped  that  ar- 
rangements can  be  made  to  resume  and  proceed  with  the  series,  as 
such  Tracts  are  greatly  needed  in  the  Church. 

In  response  to  the  repeated  and  urgent  requests  of  various  German 
brethren,  the  Board  has  had  the  Palatinate  Catechism  in  German 
bandsomely  electrotyped  daring  the  past  summer  and  has  recently  is- 
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sued  an  edition  from  the  pktes.  This  is  regarded  as  an  important 
servioe  to  the  Ohurch,  rendered  in  the  right  direetion.  The  work 
will  donbtieas  meet  with  a  general  welcome  reception. 

In  oomplianee  with  the  instrttotions  of  Synod,  a  partial  edition  of 
the  "  Order  of  Worship"  has  been  pnbliahed.  The  issne  of  a  pooket 
edition  has  not  yet  been  undertaken  because  of  Uie  want  of  funds. 

The  memorial  yolume  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harbaugh  has  not  yet  been 
commeooed,  because  the  documents  to  be  included  in  that  volume  have 
not  all  been  procured. 

The  inaugural  address  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  S.  Higbee  has  not  yet 
been  published.  Arrangements,  however,  have  been  made  to  effect 
its  publication  soon. 

A  desire  has  been  expressed  in  various  directions,  that  the  works  of 
the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Harbaugh  and  other  ministers  of  theOhnroh,  should 
be  issued  from  its  Publication  office.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  ef- 
fect thu  object,  which  promise  to  be  successful. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  Synod,  the  Board  has  endeavored 
to  have  a  suitable  form  of  a  Charter  for  the  Board  of  Publication 
drafted,  and  submits  the  result  of  its  labors  to  the  Synod.  In  view 
of  the  information  obtained  from  those,  who  have  had  experience  in 
Publication  operations  in  other  Churches,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
make  the  charter  as  brief  as  possible,  embracing  only  a  few  sections, 
sufficient  to  confer  corporate  privileges,  and  simply  defining,  in  a  gen- 
eral way,  the  objects  of  the  corporation.  The  details  must  be  left  to 
grow  out  of  subsequent  experience. 

All  objects  embraced  in  the  operations  of  the  Publication  Board  are 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  Church.  They  should 
be  taken  into  the  most  serious  consideration  by  Synod,  and  such  addi- 
tional arrangements  be  made,  as  will  secure  for  them  the  necessary 
degree  of  efficiency.  What  should  be  the  precise  nature  of  these,  the 
Board  will  not  pretend  to  dictate.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that,  after 
proper  mutual  consideration,  such  conclusions  will  be  arrived  at,  as  will 
extend  their  efficiency  beyond  the  simple  preambles  and  resolutions,  in 
which  they  may  be  embodied,  and  result  in  actually  securing  the  im- 
portant ends  contemplated  in  them. 

The  Board  has  the  pleasure  of  reporting,  that  the  Rev.  Oeorge  B. 
Russell  accepted  the  position  of  '^  Book  Editor,"  to  which  he  was 
elected  by  the  last  Synod,  and  entered  upon  its  duties  on  the  first  of 
January  last  He  submitted  a  full  and  interesting  statement  of  his 
operations,  during  the  intervening  nine  months,  to  the  Board  at  its 
late  meeting.  This  statement  is  here  appended  as  a  part  of  this  re- 
port It  contains  information,  of  which  the  Synod  should  be  in  pos- 
session, as  well  as  several  important  suggestions,  for  all  of  which  thd 
Board  bespeaks  an  earnest  and  respectful  attention. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 

D.  W.  GROSS, 

President, 


BSPORT  OV  THl  BOOK  XDITOB,  OOTOBSB,  1868. 

To  the  Board  of  Publication : 

Thai  the  resultB  of  my  opentioos  in  behalf  of  the  Book  Fand  may 
eome  officially  before  the  Synod,  I  propose  to  report  to  your  Board,  eo 
that  yon  may  be  able,  if  yon  see  fit,  to  incorporate  it  into  your  annual 
statement  to  that  body. 

As  indicated  in  my  letter  of  acceptance  of  the  office,  to  which  the 
Synod  of  last  year  called  me,  I  entered  upon  this  work  with  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  civil  year.  For  the  short  intervals  of  time  since 
then,  in  which  I  have  not  been  strictly  engaged  in  this  service,  one 
hundred  dollars  is  deducted  from  my  salary.  This  brings  ns  through 
three-quarters  of  a  year  to  the  first  of  October,  1868. 

My  plainest  and  first  duty,  according  to  the  action  of  the  last  Synod, 
was  to  raise  money  with  which  to  begin  the  work  proposed.  I  pro- 
ceeded, therefore,  to  canvass  the  churches  as  far  as  possible;  and 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  people  publicly  and  privately,  awaken- 
ing their  interest,  they  gave  encouraffing  responses  to  the  call. 

I  visited  for  this  purpose,  Elklick,  Wilhelm's,  Berlin,  Hay^s, 
Somerset,  Beam's,  Sipesville,  Calvary,  Oreensburg,  Oraoe  Church,  All 
Seals,  Alexandria,  Sinking  Valley,  G-reenville,  Hamburg,  St.  Peters- 
burg, Waynesboro',  Salem,  Greencastle,  Upton,  Hagerstown,  Cham* 
bersburg,  Carlisle,  Harrisburg,  Lancaster,  Philadelphia,  Jefferson, 
Ziott's,  Cavetown,  Mount  Alto,  Hanover,  Oxford,  Gettysburg,  Leba- 
non, Huntingdon,  McConnellstown,  Annville,  and  York. 

It  was  also  my  privilege  to  lay  the  general  subject  before  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Mercersburg,  St.  Paul's,  Clarion,  and  Westmoreland  Classes. 
Some  of  these  bodies  passed  favorable  action  in  regard  to  this  cause. 
Clarion  pledged  one  thousand  dolkwa  to  be  raised  by  the  Eldership  at 
their  own  proposal. 

This  plan  saves  me  valuable  time  and  the  Church  the  expense  of 
paying  for  the  work.  It  is  next  to  impossible  for  me  to  visit  every 
place  in  person.  Already  it  has  cost  nearly  fifty  special  addresses  and 
about  as  many  sermons,  besides  no  small  amount  of  private  talk. 

The  people  generally  have  shown  heartv  sympathy  for  this  cause,  as 
their  contributions  prove.  They  have  also  to  myself  personally,  as 
the  servant  of  the  Synod,  shown  great  kindness,  for  which  I  desire  to 
make  this  special  mention  to  their  honor.  May  our  Lord  reward 
them  I 

There  are  those,  however,  who  array  themselves  openly  and  avow- 
edly against  this  work  of  the  Synod.  This,  together  with  the  growing 
stringency  in  money  matters  and  the  political  excitement  incident 
to  the  election  campaign,  has  hindered  in  some  measure  the  general 
result. 

The  disaffection  growing  out  of  the  agitations  now  among  our  peo- 
ple, boldly  opposes  the  wishes  of  the  Synod.  In  the  Race  Street 
Church,  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  First  Church,  Lebanon,  I  met  more 
particularly  personal  (^position  from  the  pastors,  who  interposed  their 
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aathority  to  preyent  me  from  even  bringing  pnblicly  before  their  people, 
thifl  plan  and  porpoee  of  the  Synod  to  provide  for  our  denominational 
wants.  The  ground  of  this  opposition  was  stated  in  each  case  to  be, 
their  personal  want  of  heart  in  this  interest,  and  a  fear  that  the 
Synod  would  use  it,  as  it  had  other  institutions  of  the  Gharch,  in 
farthering,  as  a  party  purpose,  the  liturgical  movement.  Elders  also  in 
several  places  tike  substantially  the  same  ground. 

One  part  of  the  plan  we  have  proposed  to  the  people  is  to  enlist  the 
Sunday  Schools  in  the  work.  It  is  thought,  that  at  least  one  hundred 
Sunday  Schools  can  be  induced  each  to  give  $100,  or  more,  for  the 
publication  of  a  book  in  the  name  of  such  school. 

Twenty-two  have  already  joined  in  this  scheme.  It  is  also  ihoaght, 
that  if  individuals  or  families  contribute  enough  to  publish  a  book,  it 
might,  if  desired,  bear  such  individual  or  family's  name  on  the  title 
page,  as  a  memorial  of  such  gift,  or  a  certificate  might  be  issued  as  a 
testimonial  of  that  fact. 

Synod's  action  of  last  year  was  so  meagre  and  indefinite  as  r^ards  the 
plan  of  operation  in  this  department,  that  we  were  left  in  unoertaiu'y 
as  to  how  the  publishing  of  books  should  be  carried  on ;  and  hence 
nothing  in  that  way  was  at  all  done.  I  beg  now  to  suegest  that  some- 
thing more  specific  be  enacted,  and  therefore  o£fer  the  following  points 
for  consideration : 

1.  There  should  by  a  Committee  or  Board  of  Examiners  of  at  least 
two  members,  besides  the  Book  Editor,  who  shall  determine  what 
manuscripts  and  books  are  to  be  published. 

2.  The  Board  of  Publication  should  secure  the  title  to  all  copy- 
rights, as  well  as  own  the  stereotype  plates  oi  all  the  works  published 
in  the  name  of  the  Church. 

3.  To  this  end  »ixiy  thoutand  doUan^  or  upwards,  should  be  secured 
as  a  working  capital. 

4.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Board  of  Publication  should  have  lU  own 
Junue^  so  as  to  make  such  permanent  internal  arrangements  as  the  na- 
ture of  its  business  demands. 

5.  To  raise  the  money  thus  needed  will  require  the  entire  time  and 
labor  of  a  financial  agent  for  several  years  to  come,  and  the  Board 
should  have  authority  to  secure  the  services  of  such  a  man. 

6.  In  that  case  the  work  of  editing  and  issuing  books  would  not, 
until  the  business  be  greatly  increased,  require  the  whole  time  of  the 
Book  Editor,  and  his  salary  could  be  regulated  in  proportion  to  the 
services  rendered  by  him  to  this  work. 

Besides  what  has  been  actually  pledged  and  subscribed,  there  will 
also  be,  it  is  reasonable  to  expeot,yet  other  fruit  appear  from  the  seed 
sown.  For,  in  some  places,  pastors  and  consistories  desired  the  cause 
to  be  left  in  their  hands,  and  they  will  no  doubt  in  due  time  report 
favorable  results. 
There  has  been  secured  in  notes,  subscriptions,  and  pledges 

the  amount  of. $8,000  00 

""^  which  was  collected 1,009  25 

*elling  expenses 136  70 
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A  large  portion  of  the  remaioder  subscribed  is  collectable  on  de- 
mand, as  soon  as  it  may  be  needed  for  the  issaing  of  books.  Some 
portion  of  it  is  in  notes,  having  some  time  yet  to  ran  until  due. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  B.  RUSSELL,  Book  Editor. 


DRAFT 

Of  An  Act  Incorporating  the  "  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed 

Church  in  the  United  States,'^ 

Whereas,  The  "Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States"  has  a  Board  of  Publication  composed  of  members 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  the  object  of  which  is  the  publicti- 
tion  and  sale  of  such  works,  permanent  and  periodical,  as  are  adapted 
to  promote  sound  learning  and  true  religion. 

Af  D  Whereas,  The  said  Board  of  Publication  labors  under  seri- 
ous disadvantages,  as  to  receiving  donations  and  bequests,  and  as  to 
the  management  of  the  funds  contributed  to  them  for  the  purposes 
contemplated  in  the  object  of  the  Board,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
benevolent  intention  of  those  from  whom  such  bequests  and  donations 
are  received,  as  well  as  in  the  management  of  the  business  of  tlie 
Board  in  general ;  Therefore  % 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Daniel  W. 
Gross,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  John  Meily,  and  George  Gelbach,  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  of  this  Coipmon wealth,  and  Goldsboro  S.  Grif- 
fith, a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and 
their  successors,  be  and  hereby  are  made,  constituted,  and  declared  to 
be  a  body  politic  or  corporation,  which  shall  henceforth  be  known  by 
the  name  of  ^'  The  Trustees  of  the  Board  of  Publication  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,"  and  as  such  shall  have  perpetual 
succession  and  be  able  to  sue  and  be  sued  in  all  courts  of  Record  and 
elsewhere,  and  purchase,  take,  and  hold  to  them  and  their  successors 
forever,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  money,  and  chattels, 
and  all  kinds  of  estate  which  may  be  devised,  bequeathed,  or  given  to 
them,  and  the  same  to  sell,  alien,  demise,  and  convey ;  also,  to  make 
a  common  seal  and  the  same  to  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure,  and 
also  to  make  such  rules,  by-laws,  and  ordinances,  as  may  be  needful 
for  the  government  of  said  corporation  and  not  inconsistent  wi()h  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  this  State,  and  the 
Constitution  and  rules  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States  :  Provided^  always  the  clear  yearly  income  from 
the  real  estate  held  bv  the  said  corporation  shall  not  at  any  time  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 
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Sec.  2.  The  Trustees  above  named  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one 
year  from  the  date  of  this  incorporation,  and  until  their  successors 
are  duly  qualified  to  take  their  places,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
Synod  of  the  German  Keformed  Church  in  the  United  States  at  such 
time  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  determined  upon  by  said  Synod : 
Provided^  that  not  more  than  one  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  removed  in 
any  one  year,  and  that  at  least  four  of  the  five  .Trustees  shall  at  all 
times  be  citizens  of  this  State;  vacancies,  however,  occurrins:  by 
death,  resignation,  or  disqualification  under  the  by-laws  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Board  of  Publication,  may  be  filled  by  the  Trustees  until 
the  next  annual  sessions  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  when  it  shall  be  competent  for  said 
Synod  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

Sec.  3.  The  Trustees  hereby  incorporated  and  their  successors  shall, 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Keformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  have  full  power  to  manage  the  funds  and  prop- 
erty committed  to  them,  and  conduct  the  particular  business  assigned 
them,  in  Buch  manner  as  shall  be  deemed  most  advantageous  and  not 
contrary  to  law. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  superint^d  the  publication  of  the  "  Reformirte  Hausfreund,''  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication  : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  session  at  Hagerstovm^  Md. : 

Reverend  Brethren — Your  committee,  appointed  to  superintend 
the  publication  of  the  ^^  Reformirte  Hausfreund/'  begs  leave  to  present 
the  following  brief  report  of  the  doings  of  the  past  year : 

The  ^'  Hausfreund"  endeavors  continually  to  adapt  itself  more  and 
more  to  its  peculiar  mission  and  is  daily  gaining  in  point  of  perma- 
nency. It  starts  out  upon  its  regular  visits  every  two  weeks,  and  has 
gained  a  secure  entrance  into  many  families,  which  also  do  not  wish 
to  part  with  it. 

Between  two  and  three  thousand  copies  are  isssued  from  the  press, 
of  which  number  about  twenty-three  hundred  are  sent  to  regular  sub- 
scribers. With  a  little  active  effort  on  the  part  of  the  ministers,  it 
would  be  an  easy  matter  to  obtain,  in  the  German  portion  of  the 
Church  in  East  Pennsylvania,  an  addition  of  five  thousand  subscri- 
bers. 

We  are  convinced,  that  the  paper  has  already  effected  mnoh  good 
and  still  has  before  it  an  in^rtant  mission.  The  number  of  subscri- 
bers should,  therefore,  be  largely  increased,  which  would  certainly 
result  in  great  benefit  to  the  Church.  Thousands  of  our  members  do 
not  read  any  of  our  church  .papers,  and  they  are  accessible  to  none 
except  the  '^  Hausfreund/'  which  is  admirably  adapted  to  their  wants. 
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How  necessarr  it  is,  that  it  slioald  be  introduced  into  sach  families, 
ia  order  that  it  may  there  excite  and  awaken  an  interest  in  the  benev- 
olent and  literary  institutions  of  oar  Church  I  No  other  instrumentality 
can  accomplish  this  end  so  readily  as  the  '^  Hausfreund."  That  it  has 
not  failed  to  answer  its  important  mission  is  evidenced  by  the  favora- 
ble judgment  of  its  readers,  and  the  fondness  they  cherish  for  it. 

The  receipts  are  still  not  sufficient  fully  to  cover  the  expenses,  so 
that  the  existence  of  the  paper  depends,  in  part  at  least,  upon  its  ac- 
tive and  worthy  editor.  As  is  known,  he  has  already  made  many 
heavy  sacrifices  for  this  good  cause.  At  their  last  meeting,  your  com- 
mittee adopted  such  measures,  by  the  addition  of  an  efficient  assistant, 
as  encourage  them  to  hope,  that,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  receipts  of 
the  paper  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  expenses ;  by  which  arrange- 
ment also  the  labors  of  the  editor  will  be  considerably  lessened.  We, 
therefore,  deem  it  proper,  respectfully  to  ask  the  Synod  to  recommend 
anew  this  very  important  enterprise,  to  the  ministers  laboring  in  the 
Pennsylvania  German  congregations.  This  will  be  a  great  help  to  it, 
inasmuch  as  many  look  upon  the  '*  Hausfreund"  as  a  private  under- 
taking, in  the  interest  of  those  by  whom  it  is  published.  This  is  an  er- 
roneous apprehension  of  the  matter,  and  should  be  corrected. 

May  the  Reverend  Synod,  as  a  mother,  still  continue  to  support  and 
cherish  this  her  child,  and  provide  for  its  friendly  reception  and  enter- 
tainment !  The  little  stripling  is  healthy  and  thrives;  it  breathes  its 
own  peculiar  spirit;  speaks  its  own  language  and  deserves  to  live  on 
in  its  own  garb.  In  a  few  years  only,  and  it  will  not  fail  to  bring  forth 
its  rich  fruit,  of  which  it  already  begins  to  furnish  some  evidence. 

In  all  respect, 

W.  A.  HELFRICH, 
P.  S.  FISHER, 
C.  H.  LEINBACH, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Publication,  to  whom  the  foregoing  reports  were 
referred,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and,  after  sundry 
amendments,  adopted.     The  report,  as  amended,  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  documents  placed  into  the  hands  of  your  Committee  are  the 
following : 

1.  The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

2.  Draft  of  an  Act  incorporating  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States. 

3.  Report  of  Synod's  committee  on  the  "  Reformirte  Hausfrennd." 

4.  A  partial  report  of  the  Book  Editor. 

It  appears  ft^m  these  papers,  that  varied  success  has  characterized 
the  operations  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year.  The  energy  and 
zeal  displayed  by  those,  who  have  control  of  its  affairs,  are  all  that 
could  be  desired.   Circumstances,  however,  beyond  their  control,  have 


84 

hindered  the  progress  of  this  department  to  the  extent  so  ardently  de- 
sired and  80  greatly  needed.  The  depressed  condition  of  the  finances 
of  the  country,  and  the  unsettled  state  of  the  Church  in  some  quar- 
ters, have  seriously  interfered  with  our  publication  operations.  The 
receipt's  ef  the  Board  from  all  8ourcf«  amount  to  $38,167.88;  the  dis- 
bursements to  639,299.97,  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  expenditures 
have  been  $1,132.09  in  excess  of  the  receipts.  The  relative  condition 
of  the  assets  and  liabilities  is  not  more  cheering — the  past  year  show- 
ing an  increase  of  the  assets  amounting  to  $2,047.88,  while  the  liabili- 
ties were  increased  by  $3,657.98,  showing  an  increase  of  $1;610.10  of 
liabilities  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  increase  of  assets. 

More  encouraging  is  the  gradual,  though  sloW;  increase  in  the  cir- 
culation of  most  of  the  church  periodicals.  The  *' Messenger/' 
"Guardian,"  *^  Review,"  "Child's  Treasury,"  and  "  Liimmerhirte," 
find  the  sphere  of  their  usefulness  thus  considerably  enlarged.  The 
fact,  that  the  territory,  in  which  the  "  Hansfreund^'  most  freely  cir- 
culates, is  that  formerly  occupied  by  the  "  Kirchenzeitung,"  accounU 
for  the  diminished  circulation  of  the  latter.  "  Theproblem  remains  tx> 
be  solved,"  says  the  Board  in  their  report,  "  whether  the  Church 
will  sustain  two  German  religious  papers  in  the  same  territory." 
Doubtless  both  are  indispensably  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
whom  they  are  respectively  intended  to  benefit. 

Kev.  N.  Gehr  having  tendered  his  resignation  as  editor  of  the 
"  Kirchenzeitung,"  the  Board  temporarily  appointed  J.  G.  S.  Witl- 
man  editor ;  it  will  devolve  upon  this  Synod  to  make  provision  to  fill 
this  position. 

The  "  Hausfreund  "  toils  on  in  its  labor  of  love — its  editor  bestow- 
ing his  services  gratuitously  in  the  conduct  of  this  important  enter- 
prise. Cannot  the  Pastors  and  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  German 
congregations  come  to  its  support,  by  doubling  its  number  of  subscri- 
bers? 

The  prospects  of  the  "  Reformed  Church  Messenger  *'  are  brieht- 
ening,  and  it  b  hoped,  that  the  time  may  soon  come,  when  it  will  be 
found  in  all  the  English  families  of  our  Church — a  means  blessed  of 
God  to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  of  all  its  readers. 

The  "  Review"  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of  its  edi- 
tor, the  Rev.  Dr.  H.  Harbaugh,  at  the  close  of  last  year.  The  ser- 
vices of  Rev.  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  as  editor,  were  secured,  who  conducts 
it  with  marked  ability.  It  is  not  yet  self>su8taining,  however,  and 
the  number  of  its  subscribers  must  be  considerably  increased  to  insure 
its  continuance. 

In  compliance  with  Synod's  request  of  last  year,  the  Board  submits 
to  Synod  the  draft  of  a  charter  for  the  Board  of  Publication,  which, 
it  is  hoped,  will  meet  the  approval  of  Synod.  The  Corporation  Is  to 
be  known  as  '^  The  Trustees  of  the  Board  of  Publication  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  in  the  United  States." 

It  is  worthy  of  mention,  that,  among  the  publications  of  the  Board  is 
he  issue  of  a  new  edition  of  the  Palatinate  Heidelberg  Catechism  in 
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Oerman.  Equally  gratifying  is  it  to  hear,  that  they  hope  to  be  suc- 
cessfal  in  their  coDtemplated  arrangements  for  the  publication  of  the 
works  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  H.  Harbaugh  and  other  ministers  of  the 
Church.  Other  publications  ordered  by  Synod  are  in  a  way  of  more 
or  less  forwardness  toward  publication.  A  partial  edition  of  the  ^'  Order 
of  Worship/'  has  been  published.  The  issue  of  a  pocket  edition  has 
not  yet  been  undertaken  because  of  the  want  of  funds.  This  is  to  be 
^catly  regretted,  just  in  this  important  period  of  our  Church's  history, 
and  as  there  seems  to  be  a  demand  in  this  direction,  an  edition  in  this 
form  would  no  doubt  meet  with  a  general  welcome. 

The  Book  Editor,  elected  by  last  Synod,  has  been  diligently  en- 
^ged  in  the  duties  of  his  office  since  the  first  of  January  last — bring- 
log  before  the  Church  the  plan  and  purpose  of  Synod  to  provide  a 
flound  denominational  literature,  awakening  their  interest  in  behalf  of 
the  enterprise,  and  receiving  pledges  toward  its  support.  He  h^  met 
with  encouraging  success,  in  the  shape  of  notes,  subscriptions,  and 
pledges,  to  the  amount  of  $8000 — $1009.25  of  which  has  been  collected. 
He  offers  to  the  consideration  of  Synod  the  propriety  of  constituting 
a  Board  of  Examiners  of  at  least  two  members,  besides  the  Book 
Editor,  who  shall  determine  what  manuscripts  and  books  are  to  be 
published ;  also,  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  Board  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  financial  agent,  whose  entire  time  and  labor  shall  be  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  a  fund,  or  working  capital,  to  be  used  in  the 
purchase  of  copyrights,  stereotype  plates,  and  the  securing  of  neces- 
sary buildings  for  our  publication  operations. 

To  gather  up  the  contents  of  the  above  report,  your  Committee 
would  suggest  tne  following  action  : 

Resolvfdy  1,  That  this  Synod  approve  of  the  election  by  the  Board 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  as  editor  of  the  "  Mercersburg  Review." 

2.  That  the  appointment  of  J.  G.  S.  Wittman,  as  editor  of  the 
"  Kirchenzeitung"  for  the  current  year,  be  sanctioned;  and  that 
Synod  immediately  make  provision  for  filling  this  position. 

2.  That  a  Board  of  Examiners  consisting  of  three  members  besides 
the  Book  Editor  be  appointed,  who  shall  determine  what  manuscripts 
and  books  are  to  be  published. 

4.  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  instructed  to  secure  as  far  as 
possible  the  title  to  all  copyrights,  as  well  as  the  stereotype  plates  of 
a]]  works  published  in  the  name  of  the  Church. 

5.  That  to  this  end,  sixty  thousand  dollars  or  upwards  be  secured 
&s  a  working  capital. 

6.  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  authorized  to  take  measures  to 
f%CQre  its  own  house ;  so  as  to  make  such  permanent  internal  arrange- 
ments, as  the  nature  of  its  business  demands. 

7.  That  the  Board  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  Financial  Agent  to 
nm  the  money  thus  needed,  who  shall  give  his  entire  time  and  labor 
to  this  work. 

8.  That,  as  in  that  case  the  work  of  editing  and  issuing  books  will 
not.  until  the  business  be  greatly  increased,  require  the  whole  time 
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and  atfcenUon  of  the  Book  Editor,  his  salary  be  determined  bj  the 
Board  of  Publication,  in  proportion  to  the  services  rendered  bj  him 
to  this  work. 

9.  That  this  Synod  approve  the  charter  for  the  Board,  a  draft  of 
which  has  been  submitted  to  this  Synod  for  consideration  and  adop- 
tion. - 

10.  That  we  recommend  to  the  Board,  that  one  page  of  the  "  Mes- 
senger" be  devoted  to  advertising,  besides  the  space  used  for  church 
purposes. 

11.  That  this  Synod  enjoins  it  upon  the  pastors  under  its  jurisdic- 
tion to  make  earnest  efforts  in  their  respective  charges  to  secure  a 
larger  circulation  of  the  authorized  church  periodicals,  via. :  the  *^  Re- 
formed Church  Messenger,''  "  Mercersburg  Review/'  ''  Reformirte 
Kirchenzeitune,"  '*  Reformirte  Hausfreund,"  ^^  Guardian ,''  "  Ghild*s 
Treasury,"  and  '^  Lammerhirte." 

12.  'That  the  Classes,  at  their  next  annual  sessions,  require  a  state- 
ment of  eveiT  pastor,  whether  he  has  attended  to  the  above  injunc- 
tion, and  of  his  success  in  this  effort,  said  statement  to  be  recorded 
upon  the  minutes  of  Classis. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  K.  LOOS,  Chairman. 

The  appointment  of  a  person  to  edit  the  "  Kirchenseitung"  for 
the  coming  year,  vras  committed  to  the  Board  of  Publication. 

Rev.  Drs.  Samuel  H.  Giesy  and  Daniel  Gans,  and  Rev.  Nicholas 
Gehr  were  appointed  in  connection  with  the  Book  Editor,  the  Board 
of  Examiners  called  for  in  the  third  resolution  of  the  above  report. 
It  was  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Editor  and  Board  of  Examiners  be  re- 
quested to  have  a  proper  regard  for  the  wants  of  the  German  portion 
of  the  Church. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  German  Clerk  of  Synod, 
in  rehtion  to  the  publication  of  the  German  Minutes : 
The  undersigned  respectfully  reports, 

That  the  duty  assigned  him  as  German  Clerk  has  been  attended  to. 

M.  BACHMAN. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Book  Editor  in  relation 
to  the  publication  of  the  Memorial  Volume  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry 
Harbaugh : 

The  documents  intended  to  be  incorporated  in  the  proposed  volume 
have  not  as  yet  been  placed  in  the  editor's  hands.  Consequently 
nothing  has  been  done  toward  issuing  the  proposed  volume. 

GEORGE  B.  RUSSELL. 
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Tbe  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod 
in  relation  to  the  pnhlieation  and  distribntion  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
last  annual  sessions : 

Tbe  undersigned,  as  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod,  would  respectfully 
report, 

That  he  caused  the  number  of  copies  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings 
of  the  last  annual  sessions  of  Synod  to  be  published  both  in  the  Oer- 
man  and  English  languages,  ordered  by  the  Synod,  and  distributed 
them  amongst  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 

Respectfully  submitted^ 

SAMUEL.  R.  FISHER. 


A  communication  from  Elder  John  Wiest  was  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Overtures,  in  which  he  tenders  hb  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Publication.  The  resignation  was  accepted, 
and  Elder  George  Gelbach  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  in 
his  place. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  Y.  Oerhart  was  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  his  Inaugural  Address  for  publication  in  the  "  Mercersburg  Re- 
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Elder  Daniel  W.  Gross,  Treasurer  of  the  Tercentenary  Funds, 
stated  to  Synod,  that  there  is  a  small  balance  in  his  hands,  in  favor 
ef  that  Fund,  and  asked  Synod  to  direct  as  to  what  disposition  shall 
be  made  of  it.     It  was 

Resolved,  That  Elder  Daniel  W.  Gross  be  instructed  to  pay  the 
balance  of  the  Tercentenary  monies  in  his  hands  to  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lication for  the  publication  of  books. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  report  on  Lay  Baptism,  the  consideration  of  which  had  been 
deferred  until  this  meeting  of  Synod,  was  called  up  by  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod.  The  consideration  of  the  re- 
port was  then  still  further  deferred  until  the  next  annual  sessions  of 
Synod. 


The  officers  of  Synod  submitted  the  following  report,  in  relation  to 
the  issuing  of  the  Pastoral  Letter,  as  directed  by  the  Synod  at  Balti- 
more, which  was  received  and  adopted  : 
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The  officers  of  Synod  respectfully  report : 

That,  in  accordance  with  the  iDstruotions  of  the  Synod  at  Baki- 
more,  they  caused  several  thousand  copies  of  the  Pastoral  Letter  to  be 
printed  in  both  the  German  and  £nglish  languages  for  general  distri- 
bution, and  had  a  copy,  with  the  seal  of  Synod  affixed,  mailed  to  the 
address  of  each  minister  connected  with  this  Synod,  having  a  pastoral 
charge.  SAM  U£L.  R.  FISHER,  Stated  CUrk. 


The  item  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  re- 
lating to  the  reading  of  the  Pastoral  Letter  by  the  pastors  to  their 
people  from  the  pulpit,  as  directed  by  the  Synod  at  Baltimore,  was 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Grans,  John 
W.  Love,  and  John  S.  Foulk.  This  committee  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee  on  the  reading  of  the  Pastoral  Letter  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

1.  That  they  have  found,  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  pastors 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  did  not  comply  with  the  direction  of 
the  last  Synod,  in  regard  to  the  reading  of  the  Pastoral  Letter  publicly 
to  their  people. 

2.  That  this  non-compliance  resulted  from  several  causes,  which 
are  assigned  as  the  reasons,  namely,  first,  in  some  charges,  that  there 
was,  according  to  their  judgment  no  occasion  or  call  for  its  reading ; 
second,  in  others,  that  its  reading  would  be  productive  of  more  evil 
than  good ;  third,  and  in  the  case  of  others,  the  direction  of  the 
Synod  was  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  request  or  recommendation, 
leaving  discretionary  judgment  with  the  pastors  themselves. 

3.  That  the  non-reading  did  not,  in  any  case,  according  to  the 
declarations  of  the  parties  concerned,  involve  any  disrespect  to,  or  re- 
sistance of  the  authority  of  the  Synod. 

While  your  committee  mention  these  several  reasons,  and  think 
that,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  ought  to  be  allowed  some 
weight  in  the  way  of  palliation,  they  do,  nevertheless,  not  regard  them 
as  satisfactory.  As  meeting  the  demands  of  the  case,  we  therefore 
propose  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  those,  who  omitted  to  read  the  Pastoral  JjCtter 
from  whatever  cause,  failed  to  discharge  a  plainly  enjoined  duty, 
which  fact  Synod  sincerely  regrets. 

2.  That  Synod,  in  giving  a  positive  direction  or  injunction,  as  dis' 
tinguished  from  a  request  or  recommendation  to  perform  a  certain 
duty,  assumes  thereby  the  responsibility  in  the  case,  and  expects  its 
authority  to  be  respected,  and  its  injunction  faithfully  complied  with 
on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  it  relates. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  GANS, 
J.  S.  FOULK, 
J.  W.  LOVE. 

Ccmmitiu. 
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The  Classis  of  Meroersborg,  as  reported  by  tbe  Committee  on  Min- 
utes of  Classes^  referred  to  Synod,  for  decision,  tbe  following  ques- 
tions : 

(a)  Wbo  are  to  be  reported  as  oommnnicants  in  tbe  Cburcb  Sta- 
tistics ? 

(b)  What  relations  do  Elders  sustain  to  Pastors  ? 

Tbe  first  question  was  laid  on  tbe  table.  The  second  question  was 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  tbe  Eev.  Drs.  Jobn  W.  Nevin, 
Emanuel  Y.  Oerbart,  and  Daniel  Zacbarias. 

The  Glassis  of  Mercersburg,  as  reported  by  tbe  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  requested  Synod  to  make  it  a  condition,  in  dismiss- 
ing a  minister,  that  before  tbe  name  of  the  minister  dismissed  be 
dropped  from  tbe  roll  of  tbe  dismissing  Glassis,  the  fact  of  bis  recep- 
tion must  be  officially  oommunioated  to  tbe  Stated  Clerk  or  Secretary 
of  the  Glassis  dismissing  him. 

This  request  was  granted. 

The  Glassis  of  Lebanon,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  requested  Synod  to  notice  the  case  of  tbe  Lutheran  pastor 
at  St.  Glair,  Schuylkill  county,  Pa.,  who  received  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  while  they  were  under  censure.  This  subject  was 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Rey.  Benjamin  Bausman, 
Samuel  Miller,  and  P.  Seibert  Davis.  This  committee  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  complaint  of  Lebanon 
Classis  of  the  irregular  procedure  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hinterleitner  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Schimpf,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

Your  committee  have  ascertained,  that  the  Consistory  of  tbe  Re- 
formed congregation  of  St.  Clair.  Schuylkill  county,  Pa.,  found  it  neces- 
sary to  expel  certain  membors  of  said  congregation  for  disorderly  con- 
duct. After  said  expulsion  of  these  persons,  the  pastor  of  tbe  Reformed 
congregation.  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  informed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Schimpf, 
pastor  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  of  St.  Clair^  of  said  expulsion. 
Although  informed  that  these  persons  were  under  discipline,  the  said 
Rev.  Mr.  Schimpf.  with  the  concurrence  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hinterleitner, 
received  tbe  said  expelled  parties  as  members  of  tbe  Lutheran  congre- 
gation. Your  committee  regards  the  reception  of  these  expelled  per- 
sons as  virtually  a  breach  ot  the  terms  of  correspondence  between  tbe 
t^ynod  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  which  latter  Synod  both  the  above  Lutheran  ministers  are  mem- 
bers. 

Your  committee  submit  the  following  for  the  adoption  of  this 
Synod : 

Resolved,  That  tbe  delegate  of  this  Synod  to  the  Lutheran  Minis- 
terium of  Pennsylvania  be  instructed  to  call  tbe  attention  of  said 
Hinisterium  to  this  subject. 

B.  BAUSMAN,  Chairman. 
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Immediaielj  after  the  organisation  of  Synod,  the  retiring  President, 
the  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  called  the  attention  of  Synod,  to  an 
article  in  »  periodical  called  the  "  Reformed  Church  Monthly/'  of  which 
the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  a  member  of  this  Synod,  is  chief 
editor,  and  to  another  article  over  his  signature,  published  in  the  Phila- 
delphia ^'Evening Telegraph,''  in  which  this  Synod  is  Beriously  reflected 
upon.  The  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  the 
Rev.  Oeorge  B.  Russell,  Isaac  K.  Loos,  P.  Seibert  Davis,  and  Elders 
Diodorus  S.  Dieffenbacher  and  Joseph  Laubach.  This  committee 
submitted  their  report.  It  was  received,  and,  after  •  considerable  dis- 
cussion, amended  and  then  unanimously  adopted.  The  report,  as 
adopted,  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  publication  charged  by 
the  retiring  President  of  Synod;  with  having  slandered  and  otherwise 
damaged  the  good  name  of  Synod^  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

It  appears  from  a  copy  of  an  unauthorized  publication,  April  num- 
ber, 1868,  of  which  Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger^  D.D.,  is  principal 
editor;  and  also  from  several  extracts  from  a  daily  paper  published  in 
Philadelphia,  that  the  said  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.D.^  has  published 
and  given  circulation  to  the  following  statements,  over  his  own  signa- 
ture, in  regard  to  this  Synod,  to  wit : 

'^  Those  unwilling  to  vole  for  Dr.  Oerhart  were  noi  permiUed  to 
nominate  their  candidate"  for  theological  professor.  "The  refusal 
to  allow  those  desiring  to  have  their  candidate,  was  a  most  extraordi- 
nary proceeding,  unknown  even  among  secular  politicians,  and  with- 
out a  precedent  in  our  Church  ** 

He  also  endorses,  *'  as  in  full  accordance  with  the  iacts,"  the  state- 
ment made  in  an  item  in  the  Philadelphia  '*  Evening  Telegraph,"  April 
25th,  1868.  It  charged  the  Synod,  under  whose  sole  and  entire  cod- 
trol  the  Theological  Seminary  is,  with  being  '*  the  liturgical  wiog/' 
and  implies  also,  that  it  is  *'  becoming  so  churchly  as  to  cease  to  be 
Reformed." 

To  reveal  the  gross  misrepresentatiotf  here  published  to  the  world, 
it  is  only  needed,  that  the  plain  facts  as  they  stand  in  connection  with 
the  late  election  of  Theological  Professor,  be  set  forth. 

It  is  beyond  possibility  of  successful  contradiction,  that  the  com- 
mittee on  nomination  (of  whom  at  least  three  out  of  the  seven  were 
known  as  friendly  to  the  wishes  of  the  very  small  minority  in  that 
Synod)  at  first  unanimously  reported  but  a  single  name.  To  this  ob- 
jections were  raised  by  Dr.  Bomberger  and  others ;  and  after  it  was 
declared,  that,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  none  could 
be  legally  voted  for,  who  were  not  first  put  in  nomination,  the  report, 
to  accommodate  those  who  desired  another  candidate,  was  re-committed 
with  instructions  to  add  another  name.  When  they  again  reported, 
the  name  of  the  acknowledged  representative  of  the  dissatisfied  party 
was  presented  along  with  that  of  him,  who  had  been  previously  nomi- 
nated. Great  offence  was  taken  at  this  by  the  person  thus  named, 
"iud  he  begged  to  be  shielded  from  insult  and  injury.     At  this  point, 

id  not  before,  mention  was  made  of  the  name  of  another  brother  u 


91 

an  aocepUble  candidate,  but  who  in  fael  was  not  ideDtified  in  aoj/ 
way  widi  that  party.  His  name  Dr.  Bomberger  wished  the  Chairman 
of  the  committee,  or  tbe  committee,  or  the  Synod,  to  substitute  in  the 
place  of  his  own.  To  relieve  the  feelings  of  Dr.  Bomberger,  the  ori- 
ginal report  was  substituted  for  the  second. 

Tbe  Synod  was  not  a  packed,  partisan,  or  factious  body,  in  any 
aense.  It  was  made  up  of  delegates  regularly  chosen  from  the  several 
Claaaes,  before  the  necessity  for  the  Professorial  election  was  before  the 
Gborch.  The  Sjnod  did  not  reject  any  nomination  made  by  the 
party  now  claiming  to  be  aggrieved;  nor  did  it  re/use  to  allow  them 
to  nominate  or  vote  for  a  man  of  their  choice.  In  fact,  they  made  no 
nomination  to  be  voted  on  in  any  way  by  the  Synod — although  they 
were  repeatedly  told,  that  such  a  course  was  in  the  largest  liberty 
accorded  them. 

Tbe  case  presents,  then,  yi  the  aforesaid  published  statements,  what 
may  well  be  considered  a  slanderous  perversion  of  facts  and  a  damag- 
ing public  libel  on  the  Synod,  absolutely  without  foundation  or  war- 
rant. 

This  offence  also  is  not  an  isolated  act,  but  is  only  one  in  a  general 
bad  course  of  similar  conduct  towards  this  Sjnod  and  her  institutions, 
calling  perhaps  for  investigation  and  regular  trial ;  which  does  not 
belong  to  your  committee,  but  which,  on  common  rumor,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  Church  at  large. 

Snob  gross  violation  of  truth,  and  breach  of  fidelity  to  the  Church, 
demand,  that  the  Synod  rebuke  it  as  its  provocation  merits.  In  be- 
coming self-respect  and  strict  regard  to  her  sacred  trusts,  the  Synod 
should  require  of  the  offender,  who  was  then,  as  he  is  also  now,  a 
member  of  this  reverend  body,  the  fullest  repentance  and  reparation 
he  can  make  for  so  aggravated  a  sin  against  Christian  fidelity,  as  a 
minister  of  the  Reformed  Church.     Therefore, 

Beiolved,  That  this  Synod  require  from  the  said  J.  H.  A.  Bom- 
berger, D.  D.,  a  public,  full,  and  unequivocal  retraction  in  writing  of 
the  above  recited  language ;  and  that  he  be  hereby  enjoined  to  purge 
himself  from  the  offenoe  given  by  it  to  this  body. 

Resolved,  That,  in  case  he  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  of  the  above  resolution  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Synod 
until  eleven  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  he  be  and  hereby  is  sus- 
pended from  all  the  privileges  of  this  body. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  B.  RUSSELL, 

ISAAC  K.  LOOS, 

P.  SEIBERT  DAVIS, 

DIODORUS  S    DIEFFENBACHER, 

JOSEPH  LAUBACH, 

Committee. 

The  above  report  was  adopted  at  the  opening  of  Friday  afternoon 
session.     On  Saturday  morning,  about  10  o'clock,  at  the  request  of 
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the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  the  business  then  under  con- 
sideration was  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  from 
him  a  statement  in  response  to  the  requirement  made  of  him  in  the 
resolutions  attached  to  the  above  report.  His  statement  was  accord- 
ingly submitted,  and;  on  a  motion  to  receive  it,  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed until  the  close  of  the  morning  session.  After  the  opening  of 
the  afternoon  session,  the  subject  was  resumed.  The  paper  orig^inally 
offered  was,  with  permission  of  Synod,  withdrawn,  and  another  offered 
in  its  stead,  which  was  received  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

**I  retract  the  publication  of  the  words  or  language  referred  to  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  which  are  deemed  objectionable  by  this 
Synod,  and  regret,  that  they  should  have  become  the  occasion  of  offence. 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER." 

October  24th;  1868.  t 

An  additional  paper,  qualifying  the  above  retraction,  was  offered 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bomberger ;  it  was,  however,  laid  on  the  table. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

At  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session  of  the  fourth  day  of  the 
sessions,  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Gt,  Bragonier  was  announced, 
as  having  occurred  last  night  at  his  late  residence  in  Shepherdstowo, 
Virginia.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  John  C.  Hensell,  H. 
St.  John  Rinker  and  Elders  Joseph  Laubach  and  Daniel  W.  Gross 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  a  minute  in  reference  to  this 
event.  The  Rev.  John  C.  Hensell,  Jacob  O.  Miller,  and  Henry 
Wissler  were  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  the  funeral  on  the 
part  of  Synod.  The  first  named  committee  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  report  a  minute  on  the  death  of  the 
Rev.  Daniel  G.  Bragonier,  would  offer  the  following : 

This  Synod  has  learned,  during  its  sessions,  with  deep  regret,  of  the 
death  of  Rev.  Daniel  G.  Bragonier,  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Clfr«sis, 
an  earnest,  faithful  and  efficient  minister  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  has,  with  much  self  denial,  in  patience 
and  under  many  afflictions,  been  devoting  his  powers  of  mind  and 
body  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  German  Reformed  Church. 
He  has  done  his  work  nobly  and  well  in  the  Church  on  earth,  and  has 
entered  into  his  reward.  The  following  resolutions  are  proposed  for 
adoption : 
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JZesolved,  That  this  Synod  has,  in  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  G. 
Bragonier,  lost  a  beloved  and  efficient  member,  and  the  Church  an 
earnest  and  faithfnl  minister. 

Reaolved^  That  the  Synod  expresses  and  hereby  tenders  its  heart* 
felt  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  widow  and  family^  under  this  sore 
affliction,  and  prays  that  God,  who  has  promised  ta  be  a  Husband  to 
the  widow,  and  the  Father  of  the  fatherless,  may,  by  His  Providence 
and  grace,  keep  them*  unto  the  end. 

J^esohed,  That  a  copy  of  this  action  be  transmitted  to  the  family. 

E.  V.  GERHART, 
H.  ST.  JOHN  RINKER, 
J.  C.  HENSELL,  ^  Committee. 

JOSEPH  LAUBACH, 
D.  W.  GROSS, 

The  second  named  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted: 

The  committee,  appointed  by  the  Synod  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the 
late  Kev.  Daniel  G.  Bragonier  from  his  late  residence  in  Shepherds- 
town,  Virginia,  and  to  convey  to  liis  family  the  Christian  sympathies 
and  condolence  of  the  Synod,  report, 

That  we  proceeded  to  Shepherdstown  on  the  morning  of  the  26th 
of  October,  and  attended  to  the  duties  assigned  us  in  these  sad  offices. 
And,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod,  we  laid  this  worthy  and  lamented 
brother  in  his  grave  until  the  morning  of  the  Resurrection,  amid  the 
sorrows  and  tears  of  members  of  his  former  charge,  where  he  closed 
his  eyes  in  the  sleep  of  death,  in  the  full  expectation  of  a  glorious 
immortality. 

J.  0.  MILLER, 

J.  C.  HENSELL,        [■  Committee. 

HENRY  WISSLER, 


'ER,3 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  its  last  annual  sessions  to 
visit  certain  Female  Seminaries,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  last  year  in  Baltimore, 
to  visit  the  Female  Colleges  at  Allentown,  Pa.,  and  Tyrconnel,  Md., 
to  ascertain  their  condition  and  the  terms  on  which  they  are  willing 
to  place  themselves  under  the  care  of  Synod,  respectfully  report  as 
follows : 

Your  committee,  through  its  individual  members,  have  visited  these 
institutions  and  found  both  of  them  in  successful  operation. 

The  Allentown  Seminary,  projected  on  a  large  and  liberal  scale  in 
the  growing  city  of  AUeotown,  is  under  the  general  direction  of  a 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  auspioea  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis 
of  the  Reformed  Church.    The  insiitutton  has  already  been  opened. 
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witli  a  corps  of  iostracton  at  its  head;  and  a  reasonable  noiuber  of 
pupils  under  their  instruction.  The  property  in  the  present  use  of 
the  College  is  held  on  redeemable  ground  rent,  at  a  rent  of  $1,400 
per  annum,  with  the  privilege  of  purchase  at  any  time.  Two-thirds 
of  the  Trustees,  by  the  charter,  are  required  to  be  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  one-third  to  be  appointed  by  the  East  Pennsylvania 
Classis,  and  the  remainder  by  the  Board  itself.  About  $12,000  worth 
of  stock  has  already  been  subscribed,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  with  proper 
efforts,  a  working  capital  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  institution,  can 
be  secured  in  a  comparatively  short  time. 

The  other  Seminary,  called  St.  Johns,  at  Tyrconnel,  Frederick  Co., 
Md.,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  George  L.  Staley,  the  committee 
visited  through  one  of  its  members,  and  found  it  in  successful  opera- 
tion. This  institution  is  more  of  the  character  of  a  private  Seminary, 
the  building  and  grounds  being  in  the  possession  of  the  Priucipal. 
The  building  and  grounds  are  most  beautifully  situated,  and  are  well 
adapted  in  every  way  for  the  purposes  of  a  Female  Seminary.  The 
accommodations  as  yet,  however,  are  sufficient  for  but  a  limited  num- 
ber of  pupils.  This  Seminary  is  conducted  strictly  as  a  church  school, 
and,  in  this  respect,  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  The  Principal  has  proved  himself  emioeotly 
qualified  and  adapted  for  the  work  he  has  undertaken.  St.  John's  is 
really  and  avowedly  a  church  or  parochial  school  of  the  very  best 
kind.  Tet,  in  order  to  meet  the  pressing  wants  in  the  case,  its  build- 
ings need  to  be  greatly  enlarged. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  Committee  recommend  the  following 
action : 

Resolved^  That  the  Synod  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration 
and  patronage  of  the  members  of  our  Church,  the  select  school  for 
young  ladies,  known  as  St.  John's,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  George 
Lewis  Staley,  and  located  at  Tyrconnel,  Frederick  county,  Md.,  as  an 
institution  true  and  faithful  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  Church. 

Reiolvedy  That  Synod  has  learned  with  feelings  of  profound  grati- 
tude to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  the  Female  Seminary  of 
Allentown,  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  East  Pennsylvania 
Classis,  is  projected  on  such  broad  and  liberal  scale. 

Resolved,  That  the  Allentown  Female  Seminary  be  commended  to 
the  favorable  consideration  and  liberal  patronage  of  the  Church,  not 
only  in  the  way  of  furnishing  it  with  pupils,  but  also  of  subscription 
to  its  stock. 

THOS.  G.  APPLE. 

GEORGE  W.  AUGHINBAU6H. 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  last  annual  Synod  to  consider  the 
proprietv  of  restoring  the  the  apostolie  office  of  Deaoonesses,  sub- 
rnitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 
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The  Oommittee  appointed  by  the  last  Synod  to  take  into  coDsideration 
the  ^'propriety  of  restoring  the  apoetolio  office  of  Deaoonesses/'  report 

That,  in  view  of  all  oirctunatanoes,  they  do  not  think  it  expedient 
to  take  any  &rther  action  on  the  anhject  at  this  time. 

J.  W.  NEVIN,  Chairman. 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  last  annual  Synod  to  take  measures 
to  ascertain  the  author  of  a  slanderous  article  published  in  the 
''American  Church  Missionary  Register,"  submitted  the  following 
leport,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  Baltimore,  to  take 
measures  to  ascertain  the  author  of  a  slanderous  article,  which  appeared 
in  the  ^'American  Church  Missionary  Register,"  respectfully  report. 

That  they  have  had  considerable  correspondence  with  the  Rev.  F. 
3.  Rising,  the  Editor  of  the  publication  in  question,  in  regard  to  the 
authorship  of  the  offensive  article,  which  appeared  in  its  columns,  and 
regret  to  say,  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  he  has  not 
manifested  that  candor  and  courtesy  in  the  case,  which  they  had  a 
right  to  expect.  At  first,  he  impliedly  expressed  a  willingness  to  dis- 
close the  name  of  the  author^  in  case  he  could  obtain  his  consent,  and 
incidently  indicated  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  ho  resides  in  Phila- 
delphia. In  the  last  communication,  however,  received  a  few  weeks 
ago,  he  positively  declined  to  disclose  the  name  of  the  author,  and 
proposes,  as  what  he  regards  the  most  proper  course  in  the  case,  to 
publish  a  counter  statement,  which  may  be  furnished  him  by  a  com- 
mittee of  Synod,  if  brief  and  free  from  personalities,  an  alternative 
which  the  Synod  did  not  ask,  and  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  it  cannot,  in  the  circumstances,  accede  to,  without  com- 
promising its  dignity. 

The  committee,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  feel 
called  upon  to  offer  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  Synod,  the  Rev.  Franklin  S. 
Rising,  editor  of  the  ^'American  Church  Missionary  Register,"  in 
refusing  to  furnish,  at  the  respectful  request  of  this  Synod,  the  name 
of  the  author  of  the  article  published  in  his  columns,  seriously  slan- 
dering this  Synod,  has  been  guilty  of  an  additional  breach  of  that 
courtesy,  which  is  due  to  every  respectable  religious  body,  and,  con- 
sequently, of  conduct  which  must  be  regarded  as  highly  censurable 
by  all  right-thinking  men. 

Reaohfdy  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  furnish  him  with 
a  copy  of  this  action. 

Reepectfully  submitted, 

8AML.  R.  FISHER,   ") 
SAMUEL  H.  GIESY,  V  OammiUee. 
CHARLES  SANTEE,  J 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations : 
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To  the  Reverend  Syood  of  the  Germao  Reformed  Church,  convened 
at  HagerstowQ,  Md : 

Dear  Brethren : — Yon  are  hereby  respectful! j  informed,  that  the 
term  of  office  of  the  following  members  of  the  Board  of  Tra:fteed  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Dr.  William  Maybarry,  George  Gel- 
bach,  and  A.  Herr  Smith  has  expired,  and  that  it  devolves  on  Synod 
at  its  present  meeting  to  fill  their  places  by  a  new  election. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  state,  that  since  the  college  has  been 
placed  under  the  control  of  Synod,  it  has  been  making  a  steady  aod 
encouraging  progress.  The  number  of  students  in  attendance  during 
the  past  year  was  greater  than  the  year  before,  and  the  number  for 
the  present  will  exceed  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  accession  of 
new  students  this  fall  has  been  larger  than  at  the  opening  of  any  term 
since  the  removal  of  Marshall  College  and  the  consolidation  of  the 
two  colleges  tn  1853. 

The  work  of  completing  the  endowment  of  the  college  has  not 
progressed  as  rapidly  as  could  have  been  desired.  Thus  far  only  a 
respectable  beginning  has  been  made.  This  is  owing  to  various 
causes,  the  principal  of  which,  probably,  is,  that  the  necessary  agen- 
cies have  not  all  been  put  into  operation  to  secure  the  object  in  view. 
Only  a  small  portion  of  the  Church  has  as  yet  been  called  upoo  to 
give  their  contribution.  Some  plan  like  that  proposed  by  the  Classis 
of  Lancaster,  which  will  come  before  your  body  at  its  present  session, 
seems  to  be  called  for  to  secure  the  general  co-operation  of  our  churches 
in  the  prosecution  of  this  great  work.  It  is  probably  the  only  additional 
legislation  needed  on  this  subject^  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  enlightened  attention  of  your  honorable  body. 

Yours  fraternally  in  Christ, 

THEODORE  APPEL, 
Secretary  of  Board  of  TrtaUei 

Lancaster,  Oct  19,  1868.  of  F.  &  Jf.  College, 

In  connection  with  the  election  of  delegates  to  Corresponding 
Bodies  and  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Semiuary,  an  election  was  held  to  fill  the  vacancies  occurring  in  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  when  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  elected  for  a  term  of  ten  years :  Dr.  William 
Mayburry  and  George  Gelbach  of  Philadelphia  and  Frank  Shroeder 
of  Lancaster,  Pa. 


As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  the  ClajBsis  of 
Lancaster  requested  Synod  to  take  some  action  in  reference  to  the 
endowment  of  the  Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  The  Committee  of 
Overtures  also  reported  a  series  of  resolutions  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, adopted  by  the  same  Classis.  The  subject  was  taken  up  on  the 
ailernoon  of  the  secood  day  of  the  sessions  and  fully  discussed.    In 
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this  coaoeotion,  Rev.  Prof.  Theodore  Appel;  agent  for  the  College, 
was  heard  in  reference  to  the  general  sabject  of  endowing  Fraoklin 
and  Marshall  College.  After  considerable  dbcussion,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  Synod  of  York,  two  years  ago,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  ^*  control  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  was  transferred 
to  Synod,  by  vesting  ia  it  the  exclusive  right  of  electing  the  members 
of  the  Boird  of  Trustees,''  acknowledged  its  obligations  to  raise  at 
least  $100,000  for  the  full  endowment  of  the  College;  and 

Whbbsas,  Owing  to  various  circumstances,  only  a  portion  of  this 
amoant  has  been  realized,  and  it  is  now  evident  the  requisite  sum 
cannot  be  raised  without  further  legislation  by  Synod;  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  following  plan  be  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  the  end  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  preamble  : 

1.  That  our  Pastors  and  Consistories  be  requested  to  devise  measures 
immediately,  to  give  each  baptised  member  of  the  Church  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  a  gift  to  the  Church  of  at  least  one  dollar,  for  the  per- 
manent endowment  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  necessary  buildings. 

2.  That  the  different  Classes  be  directed  at  their  next  annual  meet- 
ing, or  sooner  if  found  convenient,  to  see  whether  this  request  has 
been  attended  to,  and  if  not,  to  take  such  action  as  may  reach  the  end 
aimed  at,  therein. 

EeMfhed,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  furnish 
the  Presidents  of  the  several  Classes  with  a  copy  of  the  above  action. 

In  the  same  connection  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

RcMoloedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  on  the  policy 
of  our  whole  educational  interests. 

Eewlvedy  That  this  committee  consist  of  such  members  of  the  Fa- 
culties of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  of  such  Colleges  and  classical 
Institutions  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  and  such  members  of 
their  respective  Boards  of  Managers,  as  may  be  present  at  this  meet- 
ing of  Synod,  with  Dr.  Nevin  as  chairman. 

This  committee  subsequently  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted. 

The  committee  on  the  question  of  a  general  educational  policy  of 
the  Church,  report: 

That  they  have  not  been  able  to  reach  any  common  understandiiig 
on  the  subject,  and  respectfully  ask  to  be  discharged. 

J.  W.  NEVIN,  Chairman. 


On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Emanuel  V .  Oerhart,  by  permission  of  Synod,  made  a  brief  statement 
in  reference  to  the  nature  and  claims  of  the  *^  Society  for  the  Relief  of 
MiDisters  and  the  Widows  of  deceased  Ministers.'' 

7  "     . 
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On  the  afterooon  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions,  Rev.  John  W. 
Lescher,  Henry  Hoffman,  and  Elders  Joseph  Snapp,  David  Fry,  and 
John  T.  Ankenny,  were  appointed  a  committee,  through  whom  all  ap- 
plications for  leave  of  absence  are  to  be  made  to  Synod.  On  the 
evening  of  tbe  seventh  day  of  the  sessions,  it  was 

Resolved t  That  this  Synod  will  grant  leave  of  absence  to  no  dele- 
gate, except  it  be  on  account  of  sickness  of  himself,  or  some  member 
of  his  family. 


The  Committee  on  Nominations  submitted  their  report  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fiflh  day  of  the  sessions,  which  was  received,  amended 
and  then  adopted.  The  election  was  ordered  to  take  place  at  the 
opening  of  the  aflernoon  session  of  the  following  day.  The  Stated 
Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  the  necessary  number  of  copies  of  tbe 
nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod.  The  election  was  held  at 
the  time  appointed.  The  Kev.  Joseph  H.  Dubbs  and  Qeorge  L. 
Staley  were  appointe:!  tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  them 
and  reported  the  result. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  warmest  thxnks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to 
the  Pastor  and  Consistory  of  the  First  Reformed  church  of  Hagers- 
town,  Md.,  for  the  use  of  their  church  buildings  during  its  present 
sessions,  and  also  to  the  pastors  and  members  of  the  two  Reformed 
churches  of  the  place,  for  the  very  kind  and  hospitable  entertainment 
extended  to  its  members,  and  that  we  invoke  upon  them,  the  con- 
tinued blesssings  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  pastors  of  the  two  churches  referred  to  in  the 
above  resolution^  be  requested  to  read  it  to  their  people  from  the  pul- 
pit, and  have  it  published  in  the  papers  of  the  place. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  tender  the  thanks 
of  this  Synod  to  the  Cumberland  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia 
and  Erie.  Philadelphia  and  Reading,  East  Pennsylvania,  Northern 
Central,  and  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Roads,  for  permitting  its  mem- 
bers to  pass  over  their  several  roads  at  reduced  fare. 


The  Roll'  was  called  and  the  following  persons  found  absent  without 
permission : 

Rev.  Daniel  Gring,  D.  D.  Leberman,  Jared  Fritzinger,  John  W. 
Lescher,  Lewis  C.  Edmonds,  Cyrus  H.  Reiter,  and  John  Knie;  and 
£lders  Daniel  Knauss,  J.  J.  Hoffman,  John  Heilman,  Christian  D. 
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Zehring,  Jacob  Frownfeltter,  Thomas  Ingram,  Hiram  C.  Hoover, 
Adam  B.  Wingerd,  John  Bowman,  Henry  Stonffer,  0.  M.  Boiuch, 
Geo.  G.  Welker,  David  Fry,  and  J.  K.  Rankle. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Hesolvedf  That  Synod  hereby  censures  the  above  named  absentees, 
agreeably  to  the  XXXV  Article  of  her  rules  of  order,  and  that  the 
attention  of  their  reBpective  Classes  be  called  to  their  cases,  in  conneo- 
tk)n  with  the  request  of  Synod  at  her  annual  meeting  in  1862,  to  the 
sevesal  Glasses,  to  elect  only  such  del^ates  as  would  remain  at  Synod 
until  tb%  dose  of  her  sessions. 

The  Minul^  were  read,  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


ARTICLE  XXIIL 
ADJOURNMENT. 

Resohedy  That  we  adjourn,  to  meet  again  in  the  Ot^man  Reformed 
Church  at  Danville,  Montour  county,  Pa.,  on  Wednesdayi  October 
19th,  A.  D.  1869,  at  7  J  o'clock,  p.  M. 

The  Synod  was  dismissed  witK  the  repetition  of  the  Creed  and 
Lord's  Prayer,  the  singing  of  the  Doxology,  and  the  Apostolic  Bene- 
diction by  the  President. 

THOMAS  G.  APPLE,  iVesiVieiK. 
Samuel  R.  Fisheb,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes, 

Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Stated  Qerk. 
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€>ne  Hundred  and  Twenty^  Ihird  Annual'  SeaaionB. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States^ 
at  its  Annual  Sessions,  held  in  Danville^  Montour  County^  Pa.,  in 
the  momth  of  October,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight 
Hundred  and  Sixty- Nine,  The  sessions  commenced  on  the  evening 
of  the  Twentieth^  and  continued  until  the  afternoon  of  the  Twenty^ 
Seventh  day  of  the  month,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 


In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller  was 
ap[K)iQted  President  pro  tempore  The  sessions  were  then  opened 
with  religious  exercises,  after  which  the  opening  sermon  was  preached 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  from  Ephesians  vi.  10 — 20. 
Finally,  my  brethren,  be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  His 
miijht.  Put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God.  that  ye  may  be  able  to  stand 
against  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  For  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and 
blood,  but  against  principalities^  against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of 
the  darkness  of  this  worlds  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places. 
Wh^efore  take  unto  you  the  whole  armor  of  God^  that  ye  may  be  able 
to  icithstand  in  the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all,  to  stand.  Stand, 
therefore,  having  your  loins  girt  about  with  truths  and  having  on  the 
breast-plate  of  righteousness;  And  your  feet  shod  with  the  preparation 
of  the  gospel  of  peace ;  Above  all,  taking  the  shield  of  faith,  where- 
with ye  shall  be  able  to  quench  alt  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked.  And 
take  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is 
the  word  of  God :  Praying  always  with  all  prayer  and  supplication 
in  the  Spirit,  and  watching  thereunto  with  all  perseverance  and  sup- 
plication  for  all  saints;  And  for  me,  that  utterance  may  be  given  unto 
me,  that  I  may  open  my  mouth  boldly,  to  make  known  the  mystery  of 
the  Gospel,  For  which  1  am  an  ambassador  in  bonds;  that  therein  I 
may  speak  boldly,  as  I  ought  to  speak. 


ARTICLE  n. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.   FROM   THE   CLASSIS  OF  SA8T  PENNSTLVAKIA. 

Rev.  J.  C.  JalioB  Kurtz,  Martin  A.  Smith,  and  Samuel  A.  Lein- 
bach.^ 

Elders. — Honorable  Joseph  Laubach^  Thomas  Deshler,  and  Owen 
L.  Schreiber.* 

II.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF   LEBANON. 

Rev.  Daniel   B.  Albright,  Jonathan   E.  Hiester,  Samuel   Miller,' 
John  P.  Stein  and  Charles  H.  Leinbach.' 
Elders  — Daniel  Small,"  and  Jacob  Albert.' 

in.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   ZION. 

Rev.  T.  Frank  Hoffmeier,  William  F.  Colliflower,  David  W.  Wolf, 
Jacob  O.  Miller,  and  William  C.  Bennet.^ 

Elders. — William  A.  Wilt,  John  Eager,  Henry  Wirt,  and  John  P. 
Hassler.' 

lY.   FROM   THE   CLASSIS  OF    MARYLAND. 

Rev.  Marcus  Bachman,  Simon  S.  Miller,  Abner  R.  Kremer,  J. 
Spangler  Kiefifer,  and  William  C.  Cremer.* 

Elders, — John  Rodenmajer^  Jonathan  W.  Earhart,  Daniel  Stock- 
man, and  Joshua  M  otter .^ 

Y.   FROM  THE   CLASSIS   OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Gans,  Albert  G.  Dole,  D  Earnest  Klopp,  Jacob 
Dahlman,  Jr.,  G.  Dering  Wolff,  and  Charles  G.  Fisher. 
Elders, — George  Geatril  and  Christian  Schmidt." 

YI.   FROM   THE  CLASSIS  OF   YIRGINIA. 

Rev.  William  D.  Lefevre  and  Henry  Wissler. 
Elders.     *         *         *         * 


^  Took  tbeir  seats  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Was  superseded  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  session!  bj  the 
primarius,  the  Rct.  William  M.  Keily. 

'  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions. 

^  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  third,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  • 
afternoon  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions. 
"*  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 

ed  leave  of  absence  on  the  moning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions. 


VII.   FROM   THE  0LA88I8   OF   NORTH   CAROLINA. 

******* 

VIII.  l^ROM  THE   CLASSIS   OF   MERCERSBURG. 

Rev.  p.  Seibert  Davis/  John  W.  Love,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Dr. 
Emanuel  Y.  Gerhart,  and  Samuel  N.  Callender. 

Elders. — Henry  P.  Diehl,  George  H.  Mengel,  and  Adam  B. 
WiDgerd.' 

IX.  FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  G08HENH0PPEN. 

Rev.  David  Rothrock'  and  Amandus  F.  Ziegler.' 
Elders. — Tobias  Worman'  and  John  Mohr.' 

X.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS   OF   NEW  YORK. 

Rev.  John  F.  Bosch e. 
Elder. — John  Lntz. 

XI.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   LANCASTER. 

Rev.  Samuel   Kuhn,  Dr.  John    W.  Nevin,  William   T.  Gerhard,* 
and  F.  Pilgram.* 

Elders. — Abraham  Peters  and  Daniel  W.  Gross.' 

XII.   FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   CLARION. 

Rev.  Frederick  Wise  and  Joseph  H.  Apple. 
Elder. — Daniel  Davis. 

XIIL      FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   ST.  PAUL. 

Rev.  William   M.  Landis,   John   B.  Poerner,  and   Eusebios   II. 
Dieffenbacher.* 

Elders.     ******* 

XIV.      FROM   THE  CLASSIS   OF   EAST   SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  John  W.  Leschcr,  Franklin  J.  Mohr,  and  Samuel  H.  Reid,' 
Elders, — David  Die£Fenbacher,  and  Charles  Newhard.* 

^  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessione. 

*  Took  their  scats  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 

'  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Took  their  seats  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions. 
^  Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  afternoon  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessioi^s. 


XV.    FROM   THE    CLA88I8  OF   WEST   SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  L.  Krjder  Evans^  George  E.  Addams,  and  Uriah  H.  Heilmaa. 
Elders^ — Charles  Krebs  acd  John  Moyer,  Jr.  ^ 

XVI.   FROM   THE   CLA8SI8   OF   WEST   NEW   YORK. 

Rev.  John  B.  Kniest,  • 
'Eld&rt.  *  *  * 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

From  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  (^Dutch)  Church  in 
America. — Rev.  John  B.  Thompson. 

From  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Fennsyl- 
vania. — Rev.  W.  J.  Ever. 

From  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran    Church. — 

*p     ^F      ^^     ^F      ^r     ^r 
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ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

IVom  the  Classis  of  Lebanon. — Rev.  Isaac  E.  Graeff. 

From  the  Classis  of  Zion. — Rev.  David  Bossier. 

From  the  Classis  of  Maryland. — Rev.  Edmund  R.  Eschbach  and 
George  L.  Staley. 

From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. — Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Giesj 
and  Dr.  Samuel  R  Fisher,  and  Elder  J.  David  Miller. 

From  the  Classis  of  Mercersburg. — Rev.  Calvin  U.  Heilman  and 
Adam  C.  Whitmer. 

From  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna. — Rev.  John  W.  Steinmctz, 
Henry  Mosser,  David  W.  Kelly,  Jared  Fritzinger,  Jacob  Kchm, 
VYilliam  A.  Haas,  Alfred  Houtz,  and  Elder  Jacob  Sechler. 

From  the  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna. — Rev.  J.  Caspar  Bnoher, 
Lewis  C.  Edmonds,  William  G.  Engel,  Tilgham  J.  Seiple,  and  Cyrus 
H.  Reiter. 

From  the  Classis  of  Iowa. — Rev.  Cyrus  Cort. 

MINISTERS  OF  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  persons  was  announced  during  the 
sessions :  Rev.  Mr.  Rhoads,  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  Rev.  Dr.  F. 
Hodgson,  and  Rev.  James  H.  McCord^  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

ARTICLE  III. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  John  W.  Nevin,  D.  D.,  was   chosen   President 

Rev.   Daniel  Gans,  D.  D.,  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretary, 

Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  is  Stated  Clerk. . 

Rev.  Marcus  Bachman,  was  continued  as  German  Clerk. 

Elder  Henry  Wirt,  was  continued  as  Treasurer. 


1  Took  his  seat  on  tho  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessionr. 
*  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  ot  the  sessions. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order  were  road  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  Presi- 
dent defined  the  bar  of  the  house,  as  required  by  the  Rules  of  Order. 
The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the  boh- 
sions : 

The  Morning  Sessions^  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11|  o'clock. 

The  Afternoon  Sessions^  to  open  at  2  and  cl6s6  at  5  o'clock. 

ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

The  following  were  appointed  by  the  President : 

Minutes  of  Synod. — Rev.  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Daniel  B.  Albright, 
T.  Frank  Hofimeier,  Dr.  Daniel  Gans,  and  Elders  John  Rodenmayer 
and  Christian  Schmidt. 

Overtures. — Rev.  P.  Seibert  Davis,  D.  Earnest  Klopp,  Samuel 
Kuhn,  and  Elders  David  Dieffenbacher  and  Daniel  Davis. 

Corresponfience  with  Sister  Churches, — Rev.  John  F.  Busche, 
Martin  A.  Smith,  John  B.  Poerner,  and  Elders  Henry  Wirt  and 
Thomas  Deshler. 

Minutes  of  Classes. — Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  Jacob  Dahl- 
man,  Jr.,  Samuel  H.  Reid,  L.  Kryder  Evans,  and  Elders  George  H. 
Mengel  and  William  A.  Wilt. 

Examination^  Licensure,  and  Ordination. — Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  V. 
Gerhart,  Jacob  O.  Miller,  William  D.  Lefevre,  and  Elders  Tobias 
Worman  and  Abraham  Peters. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. — Rev.  George  D.  Wolff, 
Jonathan  E.  Hiester,  John  W.  Lescher,  Franklin  J.  Mohr,  and 
Eldere  Jacob  Albert  and  John  Hager. 

Theological  Seminary. — Rev.  Charles  H.  Leinbach,  J.  C.  Julius 
Kurtz,  Abner  R.  Kremer,  Samuel  N.  Callender,  and  Elders  Daniel 
Small  and  Charles  Krebs. 

Missions. — Rev.  William  F.  Colliflower,  John  P.  Stein,  Simon  S. 
Miller,  and  Elders  Joseph  Laubach  and  Henry  P.  Diehl. 

Finance. — Rev.  George  E.  Addams,  Henry  Wissler,  Albert  G. 
Dole,  and  Elders  Daniel  Stockman  and  George  Geatril. 

Nominations.  Rev.  William  C.  Cremer,  John  W.  Love,  David  W. 
Wolff,  and  Elders  Jonathan  W.  Earhart  and  William  A.  Wilt. 

Publication. — Rev.  Joseph  H.  Apple,  William  M.  Landis,  J. 
Spangler  Kieffer,  and  Elders  Henry  P.  Diehl  and  Charles  Krebs. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  One  copy  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  two  copies  of  the  Minutes  of 
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the  last  Annual  Sessions  of  tlie  Gennan  ETangelical  Lutheran  Minis- 
teriom  of  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  States,  were  reeeived  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Charcbes. 

2.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon. 
Zion,  North  Carolina,  Yir^nia,  Maryland,  Philadelphia,  Mereers- 
hurg,  Goshenhoppen,  Xew  York,  Lancaster,  Clarion,  8t  Paul,  £ast 
Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna,  and  West  New  York,  were  received 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  exeept  the  Re- 
ports on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  suhject. 

3.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Yisitors 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  were  received,  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary,  except  that  portion  of  the 
former  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  Seminary,  which  was  referred 
to  a  special  committee. 

4.  The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  accompanied  with 
the  Treasurer's  report,  and  a  report  from  the  Trustees  of  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College  were  received.  The  former  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  on  NomiDa- 
tions,  except  that  portion  of  the  latter  tendering  a  donation  of  land 
at  Lancaster  for  the  use  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee. 

4.  The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  and  the  report 
of  the  Committee  to  superintend  the  publication  of  the  "Haas- 
freund,''  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion. 

6.  Statements  from  the  Treasurers  of  Home  Missions  and  the  Church 
Extension  Fund  and  a  copy  of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  of 
a  monthly  publication  entitled  *'The  Gospel  Field/'  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

7.  Sundry  other  communications  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  YII. 

MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  sessions  of  this  Synod,  together  with 
the  Minutes  of  the  last  triennial  sessions  of  the  General  Synod,  sub- 
mitted their  report.  It  was  received  and  disposed  of  itein  by  item, 
and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  respectfully  report  the  fol- 
lowing items,  claiming  the  attention  of  this  Synod : 

Item  1,  page  22.  Appointment  of  delegates  to  Corresponding 
Bodies. 

Item  2,  pages  40  and  41.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  pro- 
cure funds  for  a  monument  to  Dr.  Harbaugh. 


Item  3,  page  40.  A  request  from  Synod  to  the  various  Classes  to 
increase  their  coutributions  for  beneficiary  education. 

Item  4,  page  42.  Kesolutions  of  Synod  in  regard  to  the  removal 
of  the  Seminary.  ^ 

Item  5f  page  44.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  are 
authorized  to  appoint  an  agent  to  raise  the  amount  needed  to  com- 
plete the  Tercentenary  Professoral  Fund. 

Item  6,  page  53.  Synod  enjoined  upon  all  her  Pastors  to  take  up 
special  collections  for  Missions  between  the  meeting  of  Synod  and 
Christmas. 

Item  7,  page  72.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  attend  to  the 
interests  of  our  Church  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Item  8,  page  73.  A  resolution  committing  the  subject  of  our  in- 
terest in  certain  church -property  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  to  the 
officers  of  Zion's  Classis. 

Item  9,  page  85.  The  Board  of  Publication  is  authorized  to  take 
measures  to  secure  its  own  house,  and  also  to  appoint  an  agent  to 
raise  the  necessary  funds. 

Item  10,  page  87.  The  report  on  Lay-Baptism  is  deferred  to  this 
Synod. 

Item  11,  page  89.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  report  on  the 
question  :  What  relation  do  Elders  sustain  to  Pastors  ?  of  which 
Dr.  Nevin  is  Chairman. 

Item  12,  page  89.  Instructions  to  the  delegate  to  the  Lutheran 
Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  to  call  the  attention  of  that  body  to  the 
action  of  one  of  its  ministers,  in  receiving  certain  persons  into  his 
church',  who  were  under  suspension  in  one  of  our  congregations. 

Item  13,  page  97.  The  different  Classes  are  directed  to  take  mea- 
sures to  bring  the  One-Dollar  Scheme  into  operation. 

Item  14,  page  86.  Synod  enjoins  upon  pastors  to  make  earnest 
efforts  to  secure  a  large  circulation  of  the  authorized  Church  periodi- 
cals, and  that  the  Classes  at  their  next  meeting  require  a  statement 
from  each  pastor  whether  he  has  attended  to  this  injunction. 

Item  15,  page  42.  The  officers  of  Synod  were  instructed  to  inform 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Gans  of  his  election  as  Professor  in  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  and  make  out  a  call  to  him. 

Item  IG,  page  69.  The  action  of  Synod  enjoining  upon  Philadel- 
phia Classis  to  revoke  certain  actions  and  strike  certain  matter  from 
their  Minutes. 

Item  17,  page  69.  Action  of  Synod  prohibiting  Philadelphia 
Classis  to  organize  and  locate  another  church  within  six  squares  of 
Christ  Beformed  Church. 

Item  18,  page  70.  Action  of  Synod  authorizing  and  directing  the 
President  of  Synod  to  visit  Christ  Reformed  church,  Philadelphia, 
and  explain  to  them  the  action  of  Synod. 

Item  19,  Minutes  of  General  Synod.  A  resolution  declaring  the 
"  Order  of  Worship"  to  be  a  book  proper  to  be  used  in  the  congrega- 
tions and  families  of  our  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted,      ISAAC.  Q.  BROWN,  ChairmatL 
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For  the  reports  of  the  delegates  called  for  Id  item  1,  and  the  result  of 
the  action  of  Synod  reported  in  item  12,  see  Article  IX,  Correspond- 
ing Bodies.  For  the  reports  of  the  committees  called  for  in  itexos  2 
and  7,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous;  for  the  result  of  the  action 
of  Synod  reported  in  items  3,  6,  8,  13,  14, 16  and  17,  see  Article  X, 
Minutes  of  Classes;  in  items  4,  5  and  15,  see  Article  XIII,  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  ;  in  item  9,  see  Article  XIX,  Puhlication ;  in  item& 
10.  11,  18  and  19,  see  Article  XX,  Church- Government. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item : 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  would  respectfully  report  the  follow- 
ing: 

Item  1  A  letter  from  Mrs  Lucinda  Wilson,  widow  of  the  Rer. 
Elijah  B.  Wilson,  asking  for  aid. 

Item  2.  A  petition  from  certain  ministers  and  others,  in  regard  to 
the  formation  of  German  Classes,  and  calling  attention  to  the  action 
of  Philadelphia  Classis  on  the  subject. 

Item  3.  A  petition  from  Clarion,  St.  Paul's,  West  New  York 
and  Westmoreland  Classes,  relating  to  the  formation  of  a  District 
Synod. 

Item  4.  A  communication  from  the  German  Evangelical  Mission- 
ary Society  in  the  United  States,  calling  attention  to  its  work. 

Item  5.  A  letter  from  Rev.  Louis  B.  Schwarz,  asking  for  pecuni* 
ary  aid  for  a  church-building  in  Boston. 

P.  S.  DAVIS,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneons; 
on  items  2  and  3,  see  Article  XX,  Church-Government,  and  on  items 
(  and  5,  see  Article  XIV,  Missions. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  SISTER  CHURCHES. 

I.    REPORT  OF  THE   COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with.Sister  Churches  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches  respect- 
fully report, 

That  they  have  examined  the  Minutes  of  the  German  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Acts  and  Proceedings 
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of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  the  do- 
camenta  referred  to  them,  and  find  nothing  calling ,  for  action  from 
this  Synod.  They  have  only  to  notice  the  fact,  that  our  delegates  at- 
tended the  sessions  of  these  bodies  respectively,  the  former  of  which 
met  in  Reading,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  in  Philadelphia,  in  June  last. 
The  Rev.  John  B.  Thoibpson  was  appointed  delegate  from  the  latter 
body  to  this  Synod.  It  also  holds  its  next  annual  sessions  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1870.  The  matter  in 
regard  to  the  St.  Clair  congregation  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  by  our  delegate,  and  was  dis- 
poned of  in  a  courteous  and  favorable  manner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  BUSCHE,   Chairman. 

II.   REPORTS   FROM  DELEOATES   TO   GORRESPONDINQ   BODIES. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  -4 m«nca.— The 
following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this  body  : 

Your  delegate  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  (Dutch) 
Church  in  America,  atteoded  the  sessions  of  that  body,  convened  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  2d  of  June  last,  and  was  kindly  welcomed,  and 
treated  with  Christian  courtesy  while  in  attendance.  The  discussions 
were  animated  and  interesting,  and  everything  seemed  to  indicate, 
that  our  sister  Church  is  prosperous  and  growing. 

We  were  particularly  impressed  with  the  fact,  that  there  is  a  dispo- 
sition, gaining  strength  gradually  yet  surely,  to  bring  into  clearer  dis- 
tinctness the  original  Reformed  genius  of  the  Church,  and  in  this 
respect  evincing  a  tendency  toward  a  more  inward  and  congenial  al- 
liance with  us,  than  with  the  other  Reformed  denominations,  not 
standing,  as  do  we,  upon  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  or  their  confes- 
sional base. 

In  our  salutation  and  parting  address,  we  endeavored  to  sho^  the 
intimate  historical  relations,  binding  our  two  Churches  together,  and 
to  point  out  the  necessity  of  efforts  by.both  to  reach  such  an  apprehen- 
sion of  our  common  original  Reformed  position,  as  would  serve  to  open 
the  way  for  a  closer  union.  Our  remarks  were  kindly  and  ably  re- 
sponded to  by  the  President  of  the  Synod,  who  charged  your  delegate 
to  bear  to  the  Grerman  Reformed  Church  the  Christian  regards  and 
sympathies  and  good  wishes  of  the  Synod  which  he  represented.    ^ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  E.  HIGBEE. 

The  German  Evangelical  lAither an  Ministerium  of  PennRi/hania. — 
The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this  body : — 

The  undersigned,  delegate  to  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  States,  respectfully  reports : 

That  he  attended  the  122d  Annual  meeting  of  that  body  held  in 
the  city  of  Reading  during  Trinity  week  in  May  last.     He  was  cor- 
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dially  received,  and  in  taking  leave  of  the  Ministerium,  was  direcied  to 
carry  back  its  fraternal  greetings  to  this  Synod. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  given  him,  yonr  delegate  called 
the  attention  of  the  Ministerium  to  the  action  taken  by  this  Synod  on 
the  complaint  of  Lebanon  Claasis,  but  regrets  to  add,  that  death  in 
his  pastoral  field  summoned  him  home  before  the  Committee  on  Cor- 
respondence with  Sister  Churches  reported.  From  the  published  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Ministerium,  however,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  request 
of  this  Synod  was  responded  to  in  a  fraternal  spirit. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  AUGHINBAUGH. 

III.   APPOINTMENT  OF  DELEGATES   TO   CORRESPONDING   BODIES. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America, — Rev. 
Benjamin  Bausman,  primariuSy  and  Kev.  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  se- 
cundus. 

To  the  General  Sj/nod  of  the  Eoangelical  Lutheran  Church,  Rev. 
Samuel  N.  Callender,  primarius,  and  Rev.  Isaac  G.  Brown,  secundus. 

To  the  German  Evangelical  Minifttrium  of  Pennsylvania. — Rev. 
J.  C.  Julius  Kurtz,  primarius,  and  Rev.  Martin  A.  Smith,  secundus. 

IV.    MISCELLANEOUS   ITEMS    RELATING   TO   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Eyer,  delegate  from  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared  in  Synod  on  the  morning  of 
the  second  day  of  the  sessions,  and  laid  on  the  table  two  copies  of  the 
Minuses  of  the  last  annual  sessions  of  the  Ministerium. 

Rev.  John  B.  Thompson,  delegate  from  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  appeared  in  Synod  on  the  morning  of 
the  third  day  of  the  sessions,  and  laid  on  the  table,  a  copy  of  the  Acts 
and  Proceedings  of  the  Synod  at  its  last  annual  Sessions;  and  also  a 
copy  of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Forei'rn 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  of  a  Monthly  pub- 
lication issued  by  the  Board,  entitled  "The  Gospel  Field."  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions,  he  took  his  leave  of  Synod  in 
a  pertinent  address,  which  was  appropriately  responded,  to  by  the 
President. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 
The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report.    It 
was  received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reports  as  follows  : 

I.    REQUESTS  AND   RECOMMENDATIONS   TO   CLASSES. 

Item  1.  The  requests  and  recommendations  of  Synod  to  the  several 
Classes,  concerning  increased  contributions  to  Beneficiary  Edacation, 
Home  Missions^  the  formation  of  Committees  on  Missions ;  the  ciroola* 
tion  of  the  official  periodicals  of  the  Church ;  the  carrying  out  of  Synod's 
plan  for  the  increase  of  the  endowment  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col- 
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lege,  received  the  notice  and  the  favorable  action  of  the  Olasses^  ex- 
cept the  North  Carolina  Classis,  who  does  not  feel  able  to  contribute 
anything  to  the  endowment  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  own  pressing  necessities,  ;iad  also  that  believing  the 
views  of  doctrines  tanght  in  and  going  forth  from  the  institutions  of 
theChurch,  to  be  subversive  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  vitiating  the  simplicity  of  Christian  life,  cannot  advise  members  of 
her  churches  to  contribute  to  such  purpose;  and  the  Classis  of 
Philadelphia  except  in  so  far  as  their  conformity  to  the  requests  and 
orders  of  Synod  are  affected  by  the  appeals  thej  have  taken  ;  and  also 
the  West  New  York  Classis  adopts  the  Dollar  scheme  with  the  earnest 
request,  that  the  Synod  secure  the  interests  of  the  German  language. 
2.  In  the  matter  of  church  property  in  Cumberland  Valley  referred 
to  the  officers  in  Zion's  Classis  oy  Synod,  said  officers  report  to  their 
Classis,  that  no  legal  title  can  be  successfully  affirmed  in  the  premises. 

II.    APPEALS  AND   COMPLAINTS. 

1.  Philadelphia  Classis  approves  the  action  of  its  President  in  giv- 
ing notice  of  appeal  to  the  Synod  at  Hagerstown,  in  the  matter  of  the 
appeal  cases  concerning  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church,  Phila- 
delphia, and  from  the  final  action  of  the  Synod  on  the  whole  case,  and 
adopted  reasons  therefor. 

2.  Rev.  George  D.  Wolff  gave  notice  to  Philadelphia  Classis  of 
complaint  to  Synod;  in  the  matter  of  permitting  Rev.  John  H.  A.  Bom- 
berger,  D.  D.,  to  make  some  personal  statements. 

3.  Revs.  George  D.  Wolff,  Dr.  Samuel  R  Fisher,  Pr.  Daniel  Gans^ 
Dr.  Samuel  H.  Giesy,  and  Elder  Charles  N.  Brock,  gave  notice  to 
Philadelphia  Classis  of  complaint  to  Synod,  in  the  matter  of  referring 
the  statements  of  Dr.  Bomberger  to  a  committee. 

4.  Clarion  Classis  disclaims  all  intention  of  pledging  itself  for  SIOOO 
to  the  Book  Fund,  as  stated  on  the  79th  page  of  the  Minutes  of  last 
Synod. 

5.'  Elder  William  G.  King  gave  notice  to  Clarion  Classis  of  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  South  Bend  congregation  to  Synod,  but  the  min- 
utes do  not  state  against  what  action  the  complaint  is  made. 

6.  Lancaster  Classis  notices  an  error  committed  by  Synod  in  re- 
cordiog  the  absence  without  leave,  of  Elder  Henry  Stauffer,  whereas, 
according  to  action,  page  13  of  her  Minutes^  he  had  leave  of  absence. 

III.   IRREGULARITIES. 

1.  Philadelphia  Classis  laying  a  paper  upon  the  table  without 
stating  in  their  minutes  the  purport  of  said  paper. 

2.  The  action  of  Philadelphia  Classis  with  reference  to  the  action 
of  Synod  at  Hagerstown  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Bomberger,  and  calling  the 
attention  of  the  General  Synod  to  the  matter,  and  in  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  present  it  to  said  Synod. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  decided  a  case  of  discipline  in  suspending 
Ber.  John  C.  Beinhauer  from  the  office  of  the  ministry,  after  hearing 
the  evidence,  without  hearing  his  plea,  and  in  his  absence. 
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4.  Maryland  Classis  in  not  recording  the  report  of  a  commiltee  in 
the  matter  of  tho  Emanuel  congregation. 

5.  New  York  Classis  in  electing  Rev.  J.  Elpperly,  a  secundus  dele- 
gate  to  hoth  this  and  the  G-eneral  Synod,  before  his  reception  was  ap- 
proved by  Synod. 

6.  New  York  Classis  in  not  recording  the  reading  and  adoption  of 
her  minutes. 

7.  Qoshenhoppen  Classis  does  not  state  in  her  minutes,  whether  the 
delegate  Elders  presented  their  credentials  at  the  organization  of  her 
annual  meeting. 

8.  West  New  York  Classis  does  not  record  the  presentation  of  cre- 
dentials by  her  delegate  Elders. 

9.  Lebanon  Classis  does  not  record  the  circular  for  a  special  meet- 
ing held  Nov.  18th,  1868. 

IV.   BEQUESTS,  REFERENCES,  AND   RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  to  reiterate  its  action  in  di- 
recting all  ministers  of  the  Church,  to  connect  themselves  with  the 
Classis,  within  whose  bounds  they  may  reside,  and  enjoin  immediate 
compliance. 

2.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  and  recommends  this  Synod  to  form 
a  German  Classis  out  of  the  German  members  of  that  Classis,  and  to 
request  the  General  Synod  to  take  measures  to  pecure  a  change  in  the 
Constitution,  so  as  to  permit  German  Classes  to  be  formed  within  the 
geographical  limits  of  other  Classes. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  this  Synod  to  inquire  into  the  cause 
of  the  small  attendance  of  students  in  Franklin  and  Marshall  College 
at  Lancaster,  and  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg. 

4.  West  New  York  Classis  requests  Synod  to  release  her  from  the 
payment  of  her  indebtedness  to  the  Contingent  Fund,  inasmuch  as 
her  Treasurer  bad  reujitted  the  amount  to  the  former  Treasurer  of 
Synod,  which  failed  to  reach  him. 

5.  Same  Classis  requests  to  be  dismissed  to  the  District  Synod  to  be 
formed,  and  prays  this  Synod  to  request  the  General  Synod  to  form  a 
District  Synod  out  of  the  Classes  of  Clarion,  St.  Paul's,  West  New 
York,  and  Westmoreland  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio.  St.  Paul's  and 
Clarion  Classes  also  request  to  be  dismissed  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing this  District  Synod. 

6.  West  New  York  Classis  earnestly  requests  Synod  to  make  the 
study  of  the  German  language  obligatory  in  our  College,  and  to  fill 
the  German  Professorship  in  our  Seminary,  in  which  case  she  will  do 
her  duty  according  to  her  ability. 

7.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  requests  Synod  to  furnish  one  half  of 
her  quota  of  Minutes  of  Synod  in  tbe  Germao  language. 

8.  Same  Classis  requests  Synod  to  express  an  opinion,  at  this  meet- 
ing, in  regard  to  the  validity  of  Lay-Baptism. 

9.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  requests  Synod  to  remove  the  censure 
upon  those  of  her  delegates,  who  were  absent  at  the  last  calling  of  her 
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roll,  and  that  she  will  take  proper  care  hereafter  to  send  only  anch 
delegates,  as*  will  remain  until  the  close  of  the  sessions. 

10.  Same  Classis  requests,  that  if  certain  brethren  do  not  cease 
from  their  wilful  and  unjust  opposition  to  the  actions  and  decisions  of 
the  several  Synods,  this  Synod  call  such  of  them  as  are  amenable  to 
her  to  account,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  and  the 
word  of  God. 

11.  Mercersbilrg  Classis  requests  Synod  to  remove  the  censure  im- 
posed upon  Elders  A.  B.  Wingerd  and  John  Bowman,  for  absence  at 
last  calling  of  roll  at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  they  having  rendered  satis- 
factorv  rea'Hons  for  their  absence  to  Classis. 

12.  Same  Classis  requests  Synod  to  disapprove  of  the  efforts  being 
made  through  certain  irregular  publications  to  discourage  and  inter* 
fere  with  the  circulation  of  the  authorized  publications  of  the  Church. 

13.  Philadelphia,  East  Susquehanna,  Zion's,  St.  PauFs,  and  West 
New  York  Classes,  excused  their  delegates  for  absence  at  last  calling 
of  roll  of  Synod  at  Hagerstown. 

V.  LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED,  DISMISSED,  SUSPENDED  OR 

DEPOSED. 

1.  Maryland  Classis  ordained  the  licentiate  Henry  L.  Grandlienard; 
struck  from  the  list  of  its  members  the  name  of  Rev.  William  Ida  ; —   * 
received  Rev.  Jacob  Hassler  from  the   Classis  of  Mercersburg;  and 
the  Rev.  William  A.  Gring  from  the  Classis  of  Lancaster. 

2.  Philadelphia  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  Alfred  B.  Shenkle  to  the 
Classis  of  Lancaster;  received  Rev.  Otto  Meerwein,  and  the  Refor- 
mirte  Jerusalem's  church  from  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  America ;  Licensed  A.  H.  Dotterer,  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  and  dismissed  him  to  the  Classis  of  East  Susque- 
hanna. Dismissed  Rev. .Henry  II.  W.  Hibschman  to  the  Classis  of 
Mercersburg;  received  the  Rev.  Charles  Becker  from  the  Classis  of 
Cayuga,  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  suspended  Rev. 
John  C.  Beinhauer. 

3.  New  York  Classis  received  Rev.  K.  Bruner,  formerly  missionary 
in  India,  Rev.  John  Eipperle,  formerly  missionary  in  Africa;  dis- 
missed Rev.  Christopher  Michel  to  the  Newark  Presbytery,  and  Rev. 
Adolph  Rahn  and  the  Reformed  church  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  to  the 
North  River  Presbytery;  received  Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh  from  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  licensed  E.  M.  Shultz  from  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Tiffin. 

4.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  L.  Cbrt  to  the  Classis  of 
Mercersburg,  Rev.  Uriah  H.  Heilman  to  the  Classis  of  West  Susque- 
hanna; restored  Mr.  Simon  K.  Gross  to  the  Christian  ministry,  and 
received  the  Ridge  Valley  charge  again  under  its  jurisdiction. 

5.  St.  Paul's  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  Lawrence  D.  Leberman  to 
Lebanon  Classis,  Rev.  George  B.  Russell  to  Philadelphia  Classis;  re- 
ceived Rev.  Frederick  Wahl  from  Miami  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  and 
Rev.  John  B.  Poerner  from  the  Classis  of  Lebanon. 
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6.  East  Pennsylvania  ClassU  dismissed  Licentiate  John  Wolbach 
to  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

7.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  John  W.  Lescher,  C. 
P.  Hoffmeier,  and  Joseph  Schlaeppig,  from  West  Susquehanna  Clas- 
sis, the  Licentiate  John  Wolhach  from  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  and 
ordained  him ;  the  Licentiate  A.  H.  Dotterer  from  Philadelphia  Clas- 
sis, and  ordained  him  ;  Licentiate  Alfred  Houtz  from  Tiffin  Claris, 
and  ordained  him;  and  dismissed  Rev.  Nathaniel  E.  Bressler  to  Lan- 
caster Classis. 

8.  Lebanon  Classis  received  Rev.  Isaac  E.  Graeff  from  Lancaster 
Classis,  and  Rev.  John  H.  Hoffheins  from  Zion's  Classis;  and  dis- 
missed Rev.  John  B.  Poerner  to  St.  PauFs  Classis. 

9.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Grerhart  and 
Lewis  D.  Steckel  from  Lancaster  Classis;  Rev.  Daniel  Y.  Heisler  from 
Lebanon  Classis;  Dr.  Moses  Kieffer  from  the  Presbytery  of  Huron, 
Ohio.  Dismissed  Rev.  Cyrus  Cort  to  Iowa  Classis,  and  Rev.  Jacob 
Hassler  to  Maryland  Classis ;  received  Rev.  Henry  H.  W.  Hibschman 
from  Philadelphia  Classis,  and  ordained  Licentiates  Jacob  B.  Kershner 
and  William  C.  B.  Shulenberger. 

10.  Zion*8  Classis  received  Rev.  Frederick  Fox  from  the  Preshy- 
•  tery  of  San  Francisco,  also  received  his  congregation  under  her  jnris- 

diction,  and  licensed  Edward  0.  Forney  of  the  Theological  Semiiary 
at  Mercersburg,  and  ordained  Licentiate  T.  Frank  Hoffmeier. 

11.  Lancaster  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  Lewis  D.  Steckel  and  Dr. 
Emanuel  V.  Gerhart  to  Mercersburg  Classis;  Rev.  William  A.  Gring  to 
Maryland  Classis.  Received  Rev.  Alfred  B.  Shenkel  from  Philadelphia 
Classis,  and  Rev.  Nathaniel  E.  Bressler  from  East  Susquehanna 
Classis. 

12.  North  Carolina  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  Thornton  Butler  to 
Illinois  Classis,  and  Rev.  John  Lantz  to  Virginia  Classis. 

13.  Virginia  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  Henry  Getzendanner  to  Miami 
Classis. 

14.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  Uriah  H.  Heilmanfrom 
Goshenhoppen  Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  John  W.  Lescher  and  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Hoffmeier  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

15.  Clarion  Classis  licensed  and  ordained  John  F.  Wiant 

VI.   TIME   AND   PLACE  OF   MEETING. 

1.  West  New  York  Classis  meets  on  Thursday  after  Whitsunday, 
1870,  at7i  P.  M.,  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  Rev.  Herman  Bielfeld,  Presi- 
dent, and  Rev.  John  Knie,  Secretary. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  meets  on  Thursday  before  Ascension  day,  1870, 
at  7  J  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  Westminster,  Carroll  county,  Md. ;  Rev.  Wm. 
Goodrich,  President;  and  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerk. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  meets  on  Friday  after  Whitsunday,  June 
10th,  1870,  at  8  P.  AI.,  in  Pleasantville,  Bucks  county,  Pa.;  Rev. 
Albert  G.  Dole,  President,  and  Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  Stated 
Clerk. 

4.  New  York  Classis  meets  on  Tuesday  after  Whitsunday,  1870,  at 
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Si  P.  M.,  in  St.  John*8  Edformed  church.  New  Brunswick.  N.J. ;  Rev. 
^ohn  F.  Busche,  Pregident,  and  Rev.  C.  Bank,  Secretary. 

5.  Ooshenhoppen  Classig  meets  on  Thursday  before  Ascension  day, 
1870,  at  7  P.  M.,  at  Durham  Church,  Bucks  county,  Pa.;  Rev.  Joseph 
H.  Duhbs,  President,  and  Rev.  Andrew  J.  G-.  Bubbs,  Stated  Clerk. 

6.  St.  Paul's  Classis  meets  Wednesday  before  Ascension  day,  May 
25th,  1870,  at  8  P.  M.,  at  Harmony,  Butler  county.  Pa  ;  Rev.  Wil- 
liam  M.  Landis,  President,  and  Rev.  John  Kretzing,  Stated  Clerk. 

7.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  meets  in  Dry  Land  church,  North- 
ampton county,  Pa.,  Tuesday  before  Ascension  day,  1870,  at  2  P.  M.; 
Rev.  William  A.  Helfrich,  President,  and  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger, 
Stated  Clerk. 

8.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  meets  at  Milton,  Pa.,  the  first  Friday 
afler  Whitsunday,  1870,  at  7i  P.  M.;  Rev.  Henry  Mosser,  President, 
and  Rev.  William  A.  Haas,  Secretary. 

9.  Lebanon  Classis  meets  at  Host's  church,  Berks  county.  Pa.; 
Thursday  after  Whitsunday,  1870,  at  2  P.  M. ;  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Lein- 
bach.  President,  and  Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Hiester,  Stated  Clerk. 

10.  Mercersburg  Classis  meets  in  Schellsburg,  Bedford  county, 
Pa.,  May  19th,  1870,  at  7}  P.  M.;  Rev.  John  W.  Love,  President, 
and  Rev.  William  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

11.  Clarion  Classis  meets  in  Salem  church,  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  the 
last  Thursday  in  May,  1870,  at  10  A.  M.;  Rev.  Frederick  Wise,  Presi- 
denty  and  Rev.  Joseph  G.  Shoemaker,  Stated  Clerk. 

12.  Zion's  Classis  meets  at  Jefferson,  York  county,  Pa.,  the  3d 
Friday  in  May,  1870,  at  7i  P.  M. ;  Rev.  Ephraim  Kieffer,  President, 
and  Rev.  William  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk. 

13.  Lancaster  Classis  meets  at  Columbia,  Pa.,  the  3d  Friday  in 
May,  1870,  at  71  P.  M. ;  Rev.  Samuel  Kuhn,  President,  and  Rev. 
Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Stated  Clerk. 

14.  North  Carolina  Classis  meets  in  Mt.  Zion  church,  Rowan  Co., 
N.  C,  on  Tuesday  before  the  first  Sabbath  in  May,  1870,  at  10  A.  M. ;  , 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Ingold,  President,  and  Rev.  George  W.  Welker,  Stated 
Clerk. 

15.  Virginia  Classis  meets  in  Martinsburg,  West  Virginia,  on  the 
3d  Wednesday  in  Mav,  1870,  at  7i  P.  M. ;  Rev.  William  D.  Lefevre, 
President,  and  Rev.  H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated  Clerk. 

16.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  meets  at  Aaronsburg,  Centre  county, 
Pa.,  on  the  3d  Wednesday  in  May,  1870,  at  7  P.  M. ;  Rev.  Cyrus 
H.  Reiter,  President,  and  Rev.  L.  Kryder  Evans^  Secretary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  N.  CALLENDER,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  Appeals  and  Complaints,  see  Arti- 
cle XVII.,  Complaints ;  for  the  action  of  Synod  on  Irregularities,  Nos. 
2  and  3,  See  Article  XX.,  Church  Government.  The  judgment  of 
the  Gosimittee  in  reporting  the  remaining  items  under  the  head  of  ir* 
regularities  was  fipproved. 
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For  the  action  of  Synod  on  Bequests,  Beferenoes,  and  BeeoimDendd- 
tions,  Nos.  1,  2,  5,  9, 11  and  13,  see  Article  XX.,  Gfaorch  GoFemmeiit ; 
on  No.  4,  see  Article  XY.,  Finance ;  on  Noa.  6  and  10,  see  Article 
XIII.,  Theological  Seminary;  on  Nos.  7  and  12,  see  Article  XIX., 
Publication ;  on  No.  8,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscelkneoua.  No.  3  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  remaining  items  in  the  report  were  severally  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE,  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  respect- 
fully report, 

That  00  person  has  been  referred  by  the  Synod  to  the  Committee 
for  Examination.  EMANUEL  Y.  GERHART,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

RELIGION  AND  MORALa 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Report"*, 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report : 

Unto  Him  who  was  slain,  yet  ever  liveth  and  reigneth  in  His  body, 
the  Church,  with  the  Father,  who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  of 
darkness  and  hath  translated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  His  own  dear  Son, 
and  unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter,  who  in  the  Church  abides 
with  us  forever,  and  carries  on  the  work  of  our  redemption, — ^tbe 
Glorious  and  Ever  Blessed  Trinity,  "  thanksgiving  and  honor"  are 
due  for  continued  care  and  favor  vouchsafed  to  us,  and  to  that  portico 
of  our  Lord's  Vineyard  committed  to  our  charge. 

The  Classical  Reports  exhibit  encouraging  evidences  of  growth  and 
prosperity  on  the  part  of  the  Church  during  the  past  year.  Some  of 
these  your  Committee  will  endeavor  to  indicate. 

1.  Our  membership  has  increased  in  number ;  and  this  increase  is 
not  due  to  spasmodic  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry,  nor  to  tem- 
porary excitements  of  religious  sentiment,  whose  cessation  may  be  ex- 
pected to  be  followed  by  a  state  of  coldness  and  inaction,  as  decided 
and  marked  in  its  own  bad  way,  as  the  abnormal  ebullition  of  feeling 
was  intense, — ^but  this  increase  is  the  manifestation  and  fruit  of  the 
healthful  action  of  that  Spirit  of  life,  which  must  ever  and  steadily 
work  in  the  Church  and  upon  the  world,  and  by  which  only  can  the 
kingdoms  of  darkness  be  eventually  overcome. 
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2.  An  increased  attendance  upon  the  preaching  of  the  Word  and 
upon  the  administration  of  the  Holy  Sacraments  is  reported ;  and  also 
an   increased  conscioosness^  that  the  Word  of  God;  not  as  separated 
from  His  body  the  Church,  bat  as  preached  by  a  divinely  constituted 
and  divinely  ordained  order  of  Ministers  in  the  Church,  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation,  and  that  the  Holy  Sacraments  are  divinely  con- 
stituted bearers,  in  a  supernatural  way,  of  real  grace  actually  exhibited 
to,  and  actually  received  by  believers,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  as  actually  and  really  as  the  waters  of  Jordan,  by  divine  ap- 
pointnient,  were  made  efficacious  to  the  cleansing  of  the  leper,  Naaman. 
This  consciousness  is  said,  in  a  number  of  the  Classical  reports,  to  be 
exhibiting  itself  with  increasing  clearness  and  power,  and  with  blessed 
results,  in  the  form  of  increased  faith,  and  Christian  liberality,  seal, 
and  devotion.    It  is  truthfully  remarked,  that  as  the  Word  is  preached 
and    received,   not  in   the    feebleness  and   uncertainty   of   private 
judgment,  but  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  speaking  in  and  through 
the  faith  of  the  Church,  it  becomes  more  evidently,  on  the  one  hand, 
a  ''  stumbling-block  and  rock  of  offence  to  an  opposing  world,''  and 
also  to  those  who,  though  connected  with  the  Church,  have  not  yet 
grace  to  "  obey  the  truth,''  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  power  of  God 
to  the  enlightening  and  sanctifying  of  the  faithful.     Another  report 
says,  that  the  several  '^  reports  of  the  brethren  bear  testimony  to  the 
actual  and  real  presence  of  Christ  in  His  Church''  and  of  the  power 
of  that  ever  living  and  life-giving  presence  as  exerted  through  Hi? 
own  appointed  means  of  grace.     ^*  It  is  cause  for  gratitude,"  remarks 
one,  that  a  part  of  the  Church,  "whose  existence  some  would  gladly 
ignore,  gives  evidence  of  a  progress  and  growth,  which,  though  slow, 
silent,  yet  steady,  and  thus  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  life,  when  in 
healthful  action,  yet  places  her  not  only  in  a  line  with  but  even  iu 
advance  of  many  denominations,  whose  delight  is  to  underrate  her 
peculiar  doctrine  and  cultus." 

These  same  truths  are  affirmed,  with  more  or  less  emphasis,  in  most 
of  the  Classical  reports.  And  to  their  more  clear  apprehension  by  our 
churches  are  to  be  attributed  our  growth  intensively,  as  well  as  our 
extensive  progress.  The  increase  of  a  benevolent  spirit,  of  interest  in 
mission  enterprizes,  in  homes  for  orphan  children,  in  the  establishing 
of  parochial  and  other  schools  under  the  immediate  care  and  control 
of  the  Church,  in  the  number  of  Baptisms,  Confirmations,  of  Commu- 
nicants, of  new  congregations  organised,  new  charges  formed,  of  new 
church  buildings  erected,  and  old  ones  enlarged,  referred  to  in  the 
Classical  reports,  evidence  this;  and  also  prove  the  wisdom  of  our 
"  preferring  Christ*:)  way  to  any  or  all  of  the  modern  appliances,  and 
purely  human  inventions  of  the  day,  and  of  our  laboring  for  the  salva- 
tion of  men  by  teaching  them  to  observe  all  (and  not  merely  some  of) 
the  things  which  He  has  commanded  us." 

3.  Another  encouraging  feature  in  our  Church's  condition  is  the 
iocreased  attention  paid  to  female  education.  We  have  now  two 
female  academies  standing  in  conscious  harmony  with  the  dL»tinctive 
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spirit  of  oar  Church.  They  are  each,  as  regards  organization ,  ednca- 
tional  appliances,  and  all  needed  social,  intellectual  and  Christian  in- 
fluences,  fully  equal  to  the  important  work  of  training  and  cnltivating 
the  tninds  and  hearts  of  the  daughters  of  our  Church.  They  are  well 
worthy  of  the  patronage  of  our  church  members.  The  one  is  located 
at  Tyrconnel,  near  Petersville,  Frederick  County,  Md.,  and  is  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  George  L.  Staley.  The  other  is  at  Alleotown. 
Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  under  the  care  of  Bey.  William  R.  Hoffbrd. 
They  cannot  fail,  if  properly  patronized  by  our  members,  to  contribute 
to  our  Church's  prosperity. 

4.  The  Classical  reports  refer  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Sun- 
day Schools,  and  also  to  an  increased  sense  of  the  necessity  of  having 
these  schools  in  all  cases  under  the  immediate  supervision  and  ooDtrol 
of  the  Pastors  and  Consistories.  Several  of  the  reports  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  propriety  of  congregations  making  provision,  in  connection 
with  their  church  edifices,  for  Sunday  Schools,  and  also  for  parocbial 
schools. 

Other  reports  refer  to  the  subject  of  church  architecture,  and  re- 
port progress  in  the  making  of  church  edifices  more  consistent  in  style 
and  arrangements  and  furniture  with  the  holy  purposes  for  which 
they  are  designed.  They  express  the  hope,  that  this  will  be  so  kept  in 
*  mind,  that  congregations  which  intend  erecting  new  church  edifices  or 
enlarging  or  remodeling  old  ones,  shall  see  that  their  houses  of  wor- 
ship harmonize  with,  and  as  far  as  possible  symbolize^  that  "  beauty  of 
Holiness''  in  which  we  are  exhorted  to  *'  worship  the  Lord."  Surely 
the  Christian,  not  less  than  the  pious  Jew  of  ancient  days,  should  be 
able  to  exclaim  in  the  fullness  of  a  devout  heart,  and  without  hindrance 
from  any  sense  of  outward  incongruity,  '*  How  amiable  are  thy  taber- 
nacles, 0  Lord  of  Hosts  I" 

These  are  all  subjects  of  importance.  The  movement  in  our  Church, 
in  regard  to  them,  is  in  the  right  direction,  and  is  highly  en- 
couraging. 

5.  Most  of  the  Classes  report  more  or  less  progress  in  what  is  called 
^^  the  dollar  plan,"  and  express  the  conviction,  that  its  completion  will 
go  far  towards  securing  increased  prosperity  to  the  educational  opera* 
tions  and  institutions  of  the  Church,  and  through  them  to  the  Church. 
In  this  connection  we  also  remark  a  general  approval  of  the  action  of 
Synod  in  reference  to  the  election  of  an  additional  theological  profes- 
sor, the  completion  of  the  endowment  of  the  Centenary  professorship, 
and  of  the  plans  of  the  Synod  generally  in  reference  to  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary.  The  membership  of  the  Church  appear  to  be  more  alive 
to  the  importance  of  making  fuller  provision  for  the  training  up  of  an 
educated  ministry,  and  of  sustaining  the  Synod  in  her  educational 
movements.  There  is  ground  in  all  this  for  the  Synod's  going  forward  in 
this  part  of  her  work  with  renewed  zeal,  feeling  assured  that  moving 
under  divine  guidance,  the  pecuniary  means  will  not  be  wanting. 

6.  A  number  of  the  Classical  reports  bear  strong  testimony  to  the 
^beneficial  effects  which  have  resulted  from  the  circulation  of  the 
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*'  OrdeT  of  Worship"  among  churob  members,  and  of  its  use,  in  con- 
nection  with  the  regular  Lord's  Day  Worship,  on  festival  occasions 
and  in  the  administration  of  the  Holy  Sacraments.     One  of  these  re- 
ports declares :  ^'  We  are  traditionally  Liturgical ;  we  do  not  appre- 
hend any  conflict  in  introducing  the  revised  order  provided  it  be  done 
prudently.     *    *    *     Under  proper  explanations,  we  believe  that  no 
field  in  the  Churoh  affords  a  less  obstructed  course/'     Another  says, 
that  ^*  the  Order  of  Worship  is  used  with  general  acceptance  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Sacraments  and  on  fe-^tival  occasion^.     The  pastors 
feel  the  importance  of  laying  a  solid  foundation  for  Liturgical  Worship, 
such  as  our  fathers  were  accustomed  to  in  the  use  of  the  old  Palatinate 
Liturgy^  by  bringing  back  the  membership,  wherever  it  has  been  per- 
verted  from  this  order,  to  harmonize  with  the  church  year,  and  to 
bind  the  hearts  of  the  people  to  the  festivals  of  the  Church."     '^  This 
serves  to  isolate  ns"  from  some,  while  it  binds  us  in  fellowship  with 
the  Holy  Catholic  Church  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  in  cootendiDg  for 
the  faith  over  against  the  Anti-Christ  of  the  last  times." 

Another  Classical  report  says :     ''  The  worship  of  the  Church  is 

gradually  becoming  more  liturgical.     As  our  people  become  familiar 

with  the  Order  of  Worship  simply  as  a  book,  and  especially  as  they 

come  under  the  power  of  its  beautiful  service,  do  their  prejudices  and 

disaffection  fall  away.     *    *    *     These  are  signs  of  the  times,  full  of 

meaning  and  full  of  encouragement.     The  great  and  good  work  is 

going  forward."     Another  Classical  report  says :     A  number  of  the 

parochial  reports  '^  refer  to  the  successful  use  of  the  Order  of  Worship 

by  congregations  of  this  Classis.     We  are  cheered  to  learn  from  this 

fact,  that  the  tendency  is  towards  the  recovery  of  a  heritage  once  our 

own,  but  well  nigh  lost  to  us  through  the  introduction  and  influence 

of  a  foreign  spirit.     The  translation  of  the  Order  of  Worship  into  the 

German    language  by  a    Committee    appointed    to   the    work   by 

this  Classis,  is  being  faithfully  and  successfu]ly  prosecuted  toveards 

completion,  and  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  we  hope,  when  our  German 

brethren,  who  constitute  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  our  membership 

*  *  *  shall  be  permitted  by  actual  test  to  prove  for  themselves  the 

beauty  and  excellency  of  our  admirable  Liturgy." 

Similar  testimony,  more  or  less  explicit,  might  be  adduced  from 
other  Classical  reports,  showing  a  general  conviction,  that  the  Order  of 
Worship  harmonizes  with  the  history,  theology,  and  cultus  of  our 
Church,  that  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  Dayton  and  of  our  own  Eastern 
Synod  respecting  the  Order  of  Worship  is  generally  and  heartily  ap- 
proved throughout  that  part  of  the  Church,  which  is  under  the  care  of 
this  Synod,  and  also  showing  that  the  Order  of  Worship  is  steadily 
making  its  way  towards  general  use,  notwithstanding  the  misrepresenta- 
tioQS  that  have  been  industriously  made  respecting  it,  and  respecting 
the  Sy nodical  action  in  regard  to  it.  In  like  manner  do  the  reports 
of  the  different  Classes  testify  to  the  good  effects,  which  have  resulted 
from  its  employment  by  Pastors  and  Congregations,  even  when  used 
only  to  a  limited  extent,  in  an  increase  of  devoutoess  in  public  wor- 
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ship,  and  of  other  manifestations  of  an  earnest  Christian  life  amon^ 
the  membership. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  has  guided  oar  Church  in 
its  Liturgical  work,  and  that  His  blessing  has  attended  the  use  of  tbe 
Order  of  Worship.  And  in  view  of  this,  we  are  constrained  as  a 
Synod  heartily  to  commend  those  Pastors  and  Congregations,  who 
have  had  the  faith  and  courage  to  introduce  and  use  the  Order  of 
Worship  in  the  face  of  misrepresentation  and  reproach,  and  also  to 
encourage  our  Pastors  and  Consistories  generally  to  instruct  their 
people  in  the  truth  as  regards  Liturgical  worship,  and  to  employ  the 
Order  of  Worship  in  the  regular  Lord's  Day  Worship,  on  festival 
occasions,  and  particularly  in  the  administration  of  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ments, wherever  circumstances  make  it  to  edification  so  to  do ;  allow- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  to  those,  who  prefer  not  to  use  the  Order  of 
Worship,  that  freedom  in  regard  to  it,  which  the  Synod  of  Dayton 
allowed,  and  which  no  one  has  ever  pretended  to  diminish,  or  take 
away. 

Having  thus  stated  the  most  prominent  features  of  an  encoun^;tng 
nature,  it  becomes  us  to  now  attend  to  those  of  a  different  character, 
which  call  for  humiliation  upon  our  part,  and  earnest  supplication  to 
the  Lord,  that  He  will  not  enter  into  judgment  with  us.  From  the 
Classical  reports  we  learn,  that,  in  addition  to  the  general  deficiency  in 
various  Christian  duties,  to  which  all  our  ohurches,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  must  plead  themselves  guilty,  there  are  some  special  difficulties 
which  impede  the  Church's  progress,  and  some  special  sins  which 
afflict  her. 

1.  There  are  complaints  of  an  insufficiency  of  ministerial  laborers. 
The  heart  of  the  Church  is  becoming  enlarged.  She  itf  becoming  more 
fully  conscious  of  her  duty  to  cultivate  more  thoroughly  the  field  she 
is  now  tilling,  and  also  by  missionary  operations  to  take  up  and  occupy 
additional  territory,  lint  the  contributions  to  her  educational  and 
missionary  operations  are  inadequate  to  the  performance  of  this  work. 
In  order  to  a  more  faithful  discharge  of  our  admitted  duty  in  the  di- 
rections indicated,  it  is  all  important,  that  our  Church's  energies  be 
concentrated,  in  liberally  sustaining  the  educational  institutions  and 
agencies  already  organized  within  the  Church,  and  that  the  necessity 
of  speedily  carrying  forward  to  a  practical  conclusion,  the  plans  formed 
by  the  Synod  in  regard  to  her  educational  institutions,  and  of  increas- 
ing the  amount  contributed  to  the  cause  of  beneficiary  education,  be 
steadily  and  earnestly  urged  upon  the  attention  of  Consistories  and 
church  members.  Your  Committee  cannot  express  too  emphatically 
their  sense  of  the  importance  of  thorough  educational  training  to  those, 
who  propose  entering  upon  the  arduous  duties  of  the  Holy  Ministry. 
At  the  same  time  your  Committee  would  also  say,  with  equal  empha- 
sis, that,  while  this  should  be  the  law  of  the  Church;  it  should  always 
be  administered  with  such  freedom  as  to  allow  room  for  the  entrance 
into  the  Ministry,  without  let  or  hindrance,  of  all  persons,  who  possess 
^he  necessary  intellectual  and  spiritual  qualifications,  without  regard 

the  means  by  which  such  qualifications  may  have  been  attained. 
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2.  The  spirit  of  infidelity  afflicts  many  members  of  our  Charch, 
asd  thus  w^ens  and  hinders  her.  This  infidel  spirit  manifests  itself, 
not  in  the  denial  of  the  existence  of  Grod,  or  of  His  attributes,  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  of  the  divinity  of  our  Lord  Jesns  Christ, 
or  of  the  necessity  of  faith  in  Him,  bnt  in  the  more  plausible,  and 
therefore  perhaps  more  dangerous  form  of  unbelief  in  the  Church, 
as  actually  a  divine  organisation ;  divine  not  simply  as  regards  its  in- 
stitution, as  founded  by  Christ,  but  divine  in  its  own  supernatural 
constitution,  and  in  its  past,  present  and  future  continuance,  because 
it  is  His  body,  in  which  He  ever  dwells,  and  through  which  He  ever 
works ;  divine  as  comprehending  and  exerting  supernatural  and  really 
divine  powers;  divine  as  being  the  '^fullness  of  Him  who  filleth  all  in 
all,"  and  outside  of  which  there  can  be  no  ordinary  possibility  of 
salvation.  In  connection  with  this,  there  are  complaints  of  a  like 
want  of  faith  in  the  Holy  Sacraments  as  actually  grace-bearing  ordi- 
nances, efficacious,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  a  real, 
sapernatural,  divine  way,  unto  believers,  for  the  giving  and  nourish- 
ing of  that  life,  which  they  receive  from  Jesus  Christ,  through  ^^Bis 
BODY,  the  Church."  This  want  of  faith  afflicts  very  many,  who 
think  that  they  are  possessed  with  a  true  fiuth ;  as  though  any  one 
could  believe  in  Christ,  and  yet  not  believe  in  His  Church,  and  in 
the  ordinances  which  He  has  ordained. 

3.  This  spirit  of  unbelief  is  associated  with  a  spirit  of  insubordi- 
nation. Those  who  do  not  believe  the  scriptural  truth,  that  the  Church 
is  the  actual  body  of  Christ,  and  those  who  do  not  realize  that,  as  His 
body,  it  possesses  all  the  authority  which  of  right  belongs  to  Him,  of 
course,  do  not  realize  their  duty  to  be  "  obedient  unto  the  Church  as 
unto  Christ."  They  are  unable  to  comprehend,  that  in  the  Church 
are  now  lodged  the  prerogative  of  "  teaching,"  the  priestly  functions 
of  the  Saviour,  and  also  His  kingly  functions,  and  must  continue 
there,  in  virtue  of  His  appointment  to  "  reign,  until  He  shall  have 
put  down  all  rule  and  all  authority  and  power."  Hence  these  de- 
laded,  though  often  sincere  persons,  imagine  that  they  are  right  in 
making  their  own  judgments  a  law  to  themselves }  and  they  fre- 
quently rebel  against  the  authority  of  those,  who,  by  divine,  not 
human  appointment,  have  the  rule  over  them,  not  understanding  that 
io  so  doing  they  are  resisting  lawful  authority,  rending  the  '*  body  of 
Christ,"  breaking  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  and  following  him,  who  is 
the  Antichrist,  the  father  of  lies. 

In  the  Providence  of  God,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Hertz,  of  Lancaster 
Classis;  Rev.  Samuel  Hel£Fenstein,  and  Rev.  Albert  Helffenstein,  Sr., 
of  Philadelphia  Classis;  Rev.  Isaac  Steely,  of  East  Susquehanna 
Classis;  Rev.  Henry  Wagner,  of  Lebanon  Classis,  and  Rev.  Paniel  G. 
Bragonier,  of  Virginia  Classis,  fathers  and  brethren,  who  were  with  us 
on  earth  a  year  ago,  have  entered  into  their  rest.  It  behooves  us,  who 
remain,  to  lay  to  heart,  with  additional  earnestness,  that  the  night 
Cometh  when  no  one  can  work.  Let  us  labor  that  we  may  enter  into 
that  rest  I 
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*^  And  DOW  unto  Him  that  loved  us  and  washed  as  from  our  bibs 
in  His  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and 
nnto  His  Father :  Unto  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and 
ever."    Amen. 

(Signed)         GEO.  BERING  WOLFF, 

J.  W.  LE8CHER, 
F.  J.  MOHR, 
JACOB  ALBERT, 
JOHN  HAGER. 

(jPor  Statistical  TableSj  See  Appendix.) 


The  following  religious  exercises  were  observed  daring  the 
sions  of  Synod : 

1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious 
exercises. 

2.  Rev.  John  P.  Stein,  Charles  G.  Fisher,  and  John  F.  Busche,  in 
connection  with  the  pastor  loci^  were  appointed  as  a  Committee  on  Re- 
ligions Exercises.  This  Committee  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Exercises  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

Shiloh  Reformed  Church. — Thursday  evening — Sermon  by  Rev. 
W.  D.  Lefevre. 

Friday  evening, — Religious  exercises — Hymn  by  Rev.  S.  N.  Cal- 
lender;  Prayer  by  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller;  Address  by  Rev.  M.  A. 
Smith ;  Hymn  by  the  President ;  German  address  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  J. 
Kurtz;  German  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Busche,  and  Doxology  and 
Benediction  by  the  President. 

Saturday  evening, — Preparatory — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Thomp- 
son. 

Sunday  morning, — Communion — Sermon  by  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis. 

Sunday  evening, '—Dr,  S.  H.  Geisy. 

Sunday  School  Addresses, — Rev.  J.  B.  Thompson,  D.  £.  Klopp, 
J.  0.  Miller  and  D.  B.  Albright. 

Monday  evening. — Sermon  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin. 

Mahoning  Presbyterian  Church. — Morning  Services  on  Sunday — 
Sermon  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin.     Evening,  Dr.  D.  Gans. 

Grove  Presbyterian  Church, — Morning  Services  on  Sunday — Ser- 
mon by  Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer.     Evening,  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Reily. 

South  Ward  Lutheran  Church, — Morning  Services  on  Sunday — 
Sermon  by  Rev.  G.  L.  Staley.     Evening,  Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer. 

North  Ward  Lutheran  Church, — Morning  Services  on  Sunday — 
Sermon  by  Rev.  W.  F.  Colliflower.     Evening,  Rev.  F.  Pilgram. 

Mahoning  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — Morning  Services 
Sunday — Sermon  by  Rev.  S.  Miller.    Evening,  Rev.  G.  D.  Wolff. 

German  Lutheran  Church, — Morning,  Rev.  M.  Bachman. 
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SciptiH  Church, — MorniDg  Services  on  Sunday — Sermon  by  Rev. 
D.  £.  Klopp.     Evening,  Be  v.  L.  C.  Edmonds. 

Welsh  HiU  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.-^MoTxnng  Services  on 
Sandaj — Sermon  by  Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer.  Evening,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Love. 

Respecifally  submitted, 

JOHN  P    STEIN,   aiairman. 

The  several  appointments  were  filled,  as  provided  for  in  the  report, 
except  that  the  Rev.  Isaac  G.  Brown,  in  the  absence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, presided  at  the  Religious  Exercises  observed  on  Friday  evening. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 
THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

I.   BEPOBTS  OF  THE  BOARDS  OF  TRUSTEES  AND  VISITORS. 

a)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustee*. 
To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

Rsv.  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — 

The  undersigned,  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  at 
Ibe  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  respectfully  report : 

That  the  Board  held  three  meetings  during  the  year.  The  first 
was  held  at  Greencastlc;  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  on  November  19th,  to 
carry  out  the  action  of  Synod  at  Hagerstown,  with  reference  to  the 
removal  and  further  endowment  of  the  Seminary,  and  to  transact  any 
business  that  might  be  presented  for  action.  The  Board  was  organ- 
ized by  re-electing  the  old  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  this  meeting  the  Rev.  John  W  Steinmetz  and  Rev.  Isaac  E. 
Loos  were  appointed  agents  to  raise  the  sums  contemplated  for  the 
removal  of  the  Seminary  to  Lancaster  ($50,000),  the  con:pletion  of 
the  Tercentenary  Professorship  (815,000),  and  the  increase  of  the 
old  Seminary  fund  ($10,000),  according  to  instructions  of  Sjnod  on 
pages  42  and  44  of  last  year's  Minutes.  Rev.  Isaac  K.  Loos  declined 
the  appointment,  stating  that  ho  could  not  leave  his  charge  without 
great  injury  to  it;  at  the  same  time  expressing  great  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  movement.  The  Board;  through  its  Executive  Com- 
mittee sent  Rev.  John  W.  Steinmetz  out  into  the  Church,  to  collect 
the  amount  in  cash  or  note  as  the  people  were  willing  to  give,  with 
instructions  that  the  maturity  of  notes  for  removal  should  in  no  case 
exceed  three  years,  and  for  endowment  five  years. 

The  agent  reports  to  the  Board,  that  he  has  been  at  work  about  five 
mouths,  *^  has  passed  through,"  using  his  own  language, ''  the  follow- 
ing charges  :  Paradise  (Rev.  H.  Moseer),  Turbutville  (Rev.  D.  W. 
Kelly,  (Bloomsburg  and  Orangeville,  North  Susquehanna,  Conyngham 
and  Hazelton,  and  Uniontown  charges  in  East  Susquehanna  Classis; 
through  Lewisburg,  Mifflinburg,  Aaronsburg,  Brush  Valley,  Nittany 
Valley,  Bellefonte,  Boalsburg,  and  Beaver  Spring  charges  in  West 
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Susqaebanna  Claasis ;  through  part  of  Shaeffertown  charge,  Lebanon 
county,  and  in  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  the  Egypt  Gongregatioo, 
part  of  Catasanqua  charge,  all  of  Allentown,  Easton,  and  all  of  Rev. 
M.  A.  Smith's  field,  in  and  around  Nazareth,  and  one  congregation 
in  Rev.  E.  W.  Reineke's  charge.  The  result  of  my  labors,  as  far  as 
they  are  immediatly  visible,  is  as  follows : 

For  Removal,  about $5,000  00 

For  Removal  or  Endowment,  about 9,900  00 

For  Endowment,  about ; 2,000  00 

816,900  00 

About  10  per  cent,  of  the  above  is  in  cash  and  the  balance  in  notes, 
running,  for  removal  or  endowment,  from  six  months  to  three  years, 
and  for  endowment  from  one  year  to  five  years.  He  has  also  received 
a  temporary  scholarship  in  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  for  the 
Seminary  worth  $100.  Our  agent  concludes  as  follows :  '^  In  looking 
over  the  field  already  canvassed,  I  come  to  the  firm  conviction,  that 
the  whole  amount  can  be  secured ;  but  I  ask  the  appointment  of  one 
or  two  agents  to  assist  me.  My  regular  supply  has  left,  and  my  field 
cannot  lie  desolate  or  vacant.'^  ^*  It  would  take  too  long  for  one  man 
to  finish  the  work.     The  Church  cannot  afford  to  wait  so  long,''  etc. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col- 
lege, a  resolution  was  adopted,  donating  five  acres  of  the  college 
grounds,  estimated  to  be  worth  $5,000,  to  the  Seminary,  for  the  pur- 
pose -of  erecting  the  necessary  buildings  thereon.  The  ground  is 
well  situated,  and  will  be  a  handsome  location  for  the  Seminary. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Seminary,  obtained  many  years  ago  from  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  the  annual  income  is  limited  to  £500. 
The  Board  has  now  an  application  before  the  same  court,  praying  to 
have  it  increased  to  $25,000,  which  will  be  sufficient  for  all  time  to 
come.  This  amendment  will  doubtless  be  granted  at  the  next  session 
of  the  said  Court  in  Philadelphia. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  in  Mercersburg  at  the  close  of 
the  Seminary  year  in  May.  Nothing  of  special  interest  to  the  Church 
was  transacted  at  this  meeting. 

The  third  meeting  was  held  in  G-reencastle,  on  the  15th  inst.  At 
this  meeting,  the  Treasurer's  annual  report  was  presented  and  audited, 
and  is  herewith  presented  to  Synod.  From  it  you  will  see,  that  the 
different  funds  have  been  consolidated,  and  amount  to  $57,176.36, 
not  including  the  Plainfield  Bonds.  These  bonds,  principal  and  in- 
terest, amount  to  $11,000.  The  interest  is  paid  on  only  a  very  small 
number  of  them  annually.  The  Tutorship  Fund  is  in  some  better 
condition  than  it  was  a  year  ago ;  but  there  are  still  a  number  of 
bonds  that  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer.  On  these  two 
items  the  Board  passed  the  following  resolution  i 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  be  re- 
quested to  include  in  the  report  to  Synod  the  matter  of  bonds  and 
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pledges  due  by  Classes  to  the  Tutorship  Fund  of  the  Seminary,  in 
order  that  Synod  may  request  the  Classes  to  pay  these  bonds  and 
pledcres  in  full)  so  that  this  fund  may  be  put  in  some  more  permanent 
and  tangible  shape.  And  further,  that  the  attention  of  Synod  be 
called  to  the  large  amount  of  Plain  field  Bonds  held  by  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Board  and  be  requested  to  take  some  action  looking  to  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  these  bonds  and  the  principal  when  due.'^ 
From  the  ^reat  and  apparently  wilful  neglect  or  inability  in  many 
cas€^  to  pay  the  interest,  the  Board  ask  Synod  to  adopt  some  measures, 
by  which  the  real  value  of  these  bonds  may  be  ascertained,  and  to 
cancel  those  that  are  of  no  value.  Kespectfufly  submitted, 

D.  W.  GROSS,  President, 
A.  B.  WINGBRD,  Treamrer, 

TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

B&XTHBEN  : — 

I  herewith  submit  my  eighth  annual  report  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Theological  Seminary.  In  this  report,  by  the  permission  of  Synod, 
I  embrace  the  old  Theological  Seminary,  Tutorship  and  Tercentenary 
funds.  Thus  consolidated,  the  account  is  simplified  and  brought 
within  the  easy  comprehension  of  every  one.  Your  bank  dividends 
have  never  paid  a  larger  percentage  than  last  year.  In  the  aggregate 
they  are  more,  owing  to  new  investments.  Your  Government  bonds 
paid  premium  on  the  gold  interest  from  32  to  40  per  cent.  Interest  due 
on  individual  bonds  has  not  been  as  promptly  paid  as  in  former  years, 
which,  with  a  considerable  amount  paid  on  repairs,  makes  the  amouut 
due  the  Treasurer  large. 

My  attention  was  called  to  some  discrepancies  in  the  printed  re- 
ports, which  induced  me  to  review  my  whole  work  as  Treasurer,  and 
I  find  the  following :  In  1863  $400  are  reported  as  received  on  the 
Keller  Fund,  when  but  $300  were  received.  Also  in  1863,  Dr. 
Bomberger  is  reported  as  having  paid  $31  interest  on  Race  street 
congregation  Tutorship  bond,  when  only  $10  were  paid.  In  1864 
the  interest  on  the  Cook  legacy  was  not  reported.  In  1865  only 
$300  is  reported  as  paid  to  the  Tutor,  when  $400  were  paid. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  is  called  to  the  great  neglect  on  the 
part  of  those  who  have  given  Plainfield  bonds  to  pay  their  interest. 

The  following  are  the  amounts  carried  into  the  consolidated  account : 
The  Old  Theological  Seminary  Fund;  including  Plain- 
field  Bond  principals,  for  186 9 $32,280  46 

Tutorship  Fund 9,000  00 

Tercentenary  amount  reported  1868 $16,74$  90 

Amount  sold  to  pay  Profs.  Harbaugh  and 
Apple's  salaries,  as  ordered  by  the 
Board  at  Greencastle 850  00—  15,895  90 

$57,176  36 

Theological  Library  Fund $1862  50 

Respectfully  submitted,  A.  B.  WINGERD. 
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DR. 

To  amonDt  received  from  all  sources $5,233  37 

Deduct  P.  B.  Principal 270  00 


$4,963  37 

To  amt.  of  bal.  on  Seminary  account  last  year 1 02  2S 

"         too  muchbrt.  for.  '67,  due  Treas 75  49 

'*         Tercentenary  bal.  in  Treas.  last  year 385  20 

$5,526  34 

CE. 

Amount  due  tutorship  last  year $  673  92 

paid  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart 1,500  00 

Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee 1.500  00 

Prof  J.  B.Kershner 800  00 

Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  Extra 410  00 

Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee,  Extra 310  00 

on  Repairs 521  20 

Kessler 155  00 

for  Half  organ,  Chapel 60  00 

College  for  coal  1867-8 125  00 

Premium  on  Gov.  bonds 87  95 

Cost  attending  collect  Fs 6  40 

'  Tax  on  Greencastle  Bank 17  25 

Assessment 10  00 

Klopp  legacy 40  00 

Treasurer's  salary 100  00 

Stationery 15  00 

$6,331  72 
Balance  due  Treasurer , ; 805  38 
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$6,331  72 

THEOLOGICAL     LIBRARY. 
DR. 

To  amount  in  Treasury  last  year $  249  34 

*'         Interest  received 60  00 

CR.  $309  34 

By  amount  paid  Rev.  J.  B.  Kershner $3  30 

Dr.  Shaff. 21  90 

Dr.  Higbee 1  75 

Dr.  Fisher 57  30 

Claxton  Robb 60  00 

S.  R.  Fisher  &  Co 62  40 

Dr.  Gerhart 3  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 99  69 

$309  34 
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b)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors, 

The  Board  met  in  Hagerstown  during  the  sessions  of  Sjnod  in  that 
place  in  October,  A.  D.  1868,  and  organized  for  the  .current  year  by 
the  election  of  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  President,  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  Trea- 
Barer,  and  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  Secretary. 

The  annual  meeting  convened  in  the  Seminary  building  at  Mercers- 
burg,  May  10,  1869.  During  the  sessions  the  Board  had  under  con- 
sideration the  general  interests  of  the  institution,  its  operations  during 
the  year  then  closing,  and  waited  upon  the  general  examination  of 
tbe  students.  As  the  result  of  their  deliberation^  they  are  enabled 
to  report  to  this  Synod  the  regular  and  efficient  accomplishment  of 
the  work  committed  to  its  hands,  and  the  satisfactory  progress  of  its 
students  in  their  training  and  qualification  for  their  solemn  calling. 
A  close  scrutiny  upon  the  examinations  failed  to  detect  any  deviation 
in  the  order  and  form  of  doctrine  then  taught,  from  what  has  been 
with  sufficient  distinctness  approved  and  affirmed  by  this  Reverend 
Body,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  charges  we  hear  of  a  want  of 
fidelity  to  our  standards. 

There  were  seventeen  students  connected  with  the  Institution 
during  the  year.  Three  in  the  Senior  Class — Abrm.  H.  Dotterer, 
£dw.  0.  Forney  and  Jacob  F.  Wiant.  Seven  in  the  Middle  Class — 
William  W.  Clouser,  Tilgham  Derr,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  Calvin  S. 
Gerhard,  Stephen  K.  Kremer,  Jonathan  A.  Movinger  and  Daniel  C. 
Tobias.  Seven  in  the  Junior  Glass — R  Leigh  ton  Gerhart,  John  0. 
Johnson,  Ellis  N.  Kremer,  J.  Calvin  Leinbach,  Joel  T.  kossiter, 
Jonas  B.  Shontz  and  Milton  H.  Sangree. 

The  Board  have  experienced  no  little  embarrassment  in  the  admis- 
sion and  directing  of  the  studies  of  some  of  the  students,  not  only 
during  the  last  vear,  but  also  at  the  opening  of  the  present.  This 
was  caused  by  tne  fact;  that  a  material  proportion  of  them  are  below 
the  adopted  standard  in  their  scholastic  training.  Not  only  do  soma 
of  them  fall  below  a  complete  sophomore  training,  but  in  some  oases 
have  but  little  else  than  a  partial  English  education.  The  Board 
required  of  this  class  of  students,  that  they  take  up  such  branches  as 
would  in  part  supply  their  deficiency,  and  in  a  few  instances  admitted 
them  on  condition,  that  they  remain  four  years  in  connection  with  the 
institution.  But  this  last  is  felt  to  involve  the  difficulty  of  making 
them  irregular  in  their  classes,  or  causing  them  to  repeat  their 
studies.  The  Board  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  reject  such  applications, 
oapecially  as  other  doors  are  open  to  them.  The  great  evil  in  these 
cases,  is  felt  by  the  Board  to  hold  in  the  fact,  that  they  are  not  pre- 
pared to  profit  by  the  same  instructions^  which  are  imparted  to  their 
classmates  of  a  superior  order  of  preparation.  This  is,  in  some  oases, 
painfully  manifest  in  the  examinations.  And  to  double  the  classes  is, 
under  existing  arrangements,  a  total  impossibility. 

Another  evil  to  which  the  Board  would  beg  to  call  the  attention 
of  Synod  is  the  manner    in  which  the  assistance  of  the  Church  is 
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rendered  to  the  beneficiary  students.  Instead  of  easting  all  the  con- 
tributions to  this  cause  into  the  common  treasury  to  be  apportioned 
to  the  several  recipients,  it  has  come  to  be,  to  a  large  extent,  the  cos- 
tom  for  each  Glassis  to  attend  only  to  its  own  beneficiaries,  and  beyond 
their  wants^  to  make  little  or-  no  further  contributions.  The  evil  is, 
that  those  Classes,  which  have  succeeded  in  securing  the  largest  num- 
ber of  candidates,  are  burdened,  and  find  it  difficult  to  meet  the  wants 
of  their  students ;  in  some  oases  failing  to  do  so  with  any  proper 
degree  of  promptness,  so  as  to  save  the  student  from  embarrassment, 
while  others,  who  have  few  or  no  students,  contribute  very  dispropor- 
tionately to  this  cause.  The  Synod  is  requested  to  consider  this 
matter. 

The  Board  feel  themselves  constrained  to  call  the  attention  oi 
Synod  to  a  slander  perpetrated  upon  the  Seminary  in  an  article  pub- 
lished in  a  magazine,  in  Philadelphia,  April,  1869.  The  following  is 
an  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  tne  Board  : 

^'  The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  subject  of  a  certain 
article  in  a  monthly  magazine,  called  the  Bsformed  Church 
Monthly,  beg  leave  to  report : 

*^  They  have  examined  the  article  contained  in  the  April,  1869, 
number  of  the  Reformed  Church  Monthlt,  and  find  it  to  contain 
a  slander  upon  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  thus  also  upon  the  Synod 
underwhose  care  the  Seminary  is,  and  as  guardians  of  the  Seminary, 
we  refer  this  article  to  the  attention  of  Synod,  and  hereby  direct  the 
Secretary  of  this  Board,  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Synod  in  the  report  from  this  Board. 

"  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  article  referred  to: 

'^  Long  before  any  of  us  could  bring  ourselves  to  believe,  that  any 
such  revolutionary  scheme  was  meditated,  its  authors  and  abettors 
admit,  that  they  were  busily  at  work,  laying  their  plans  and  preparing 
for  the  desired  result.  In  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg, 
founded  and  endowed  by  those  who  loved  the  old  Reformed  Church, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  ministers  trained  and  educated  there,  who 
should  be  qualified  to  stand  up  and  preach  and  defend  the  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel,  as  held  by  this  Church,  the  new  theology  has,  it  seems, 
for  years  been  diligently  taught.  *  *  *  *  The  same  4s  true  to  a  cor- 
responding extent  of  all  the  literary  institutions  of  the  Church  under 
the  care  of  the  friends  of  the  innovations.  *  *  *  *  In  addition  to 
this,  the  piiblication  interests  of  the  Churchy  with  the  Messenger  and 
the  Review,  are  mainly  under  the  control  of  the  new  order  party, 
and  are  diligently  used  for  the  propagation  of  its  views." 

The  Faculty  was  formally  organized  (in  accordance  with  authority 
from  the  Board),  in  October,  1868,  by  appointing  the  Professor  of 
Didactic  Theology,  President,  and  the  Tutor  Secretary. 

The  Faculty  reported  to  the  Board,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Hebrew 
department  is  supplied  by  Prof.  Kershner,  and  inasmuch  as  the  gradu- 
ating class  consists  of  but  three,  whose  immediate  services  are  needed 
in  the  Church,  they  deem  it  unnecessary  and  inexpedient  at  this  time 
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to  recommeDd  any  one  for  a  traveling  Tutor  in  Germany.  Prof. 
J.  B.  Kersbner  was  engaged  to  continue  to  labor  in  tbe  capacity  of 
Tutor  in  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  Exegesis,  during  the  approaching 
current  year,  at  the  same  salary  paid  him  for  last  year's  services. 

The  Board  would  suggest  to  Synod,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
adjudged  inexpediency  of  conforming  to  the  original  plan  of  the 
Tutorship,  the  present  mode  of  meeting  the  wants  of  the  Seminary 
in  this  direction,  was  gradually  leading  to  the  informal  establishment 
of  a  Professorship  of  Hebrew  and  cognate  branches,  for  which  there 
is  no  Synodical  authority,  nor  sufficient  pecuniary  provision. 

The  scudents  who  continued  their  studies  in  the  universities  in 
Grermany,  to  one  of  whom  several  years  ago  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  for  this  purpose,  to  wit :  A.  J.  Bowers  and  John  Van 
Haagan,  have  not  yet  reported  themselves  to  the  Board 

The  Senior  Glass,  consisting  of  Dotterer,  Forney  and  Wiant  were 
regularly  dismissed  and  furnished  with  recommendations  for  licensure. 

Dr.  E.  y.  Gkrhart  was  installed  in  the  Chair  of  Didactic  and 
Practical  Theology  at  Hagerstown,  during  the  sessions  of  Synod  in 
that  place  in  October,  1868. 

Thirty-seven  students  received  assistance  from  the  Board  during 
the  year. 

There  are  twenty-four  students  at  present  connected  with  the  Semi- 
nary. 

8.  N.  CALLENDER,  Secretary. 

Stnopbis  or  TaEAsuREa's  Rspobt. 

Board  of  Education  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  account 

foith  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 

CR. 

By  balance  in  Treasury  Oct.,  1868 $701  43 

By  cash  received  from  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania 780  00 

"                         Lebanon 582  22 

"                         Zion 269  50 

"                         Philadelphia 813  98 

"                          Maryland 191  53 

''                         Mercersburg 414  35 

"                          Goshenhoppen 703  74 

"                          Lancaster 22  00 

"                          East  Susquehanna 198  67 

"                          West  Susquehanna 342  98 

«                         Refunded 95  75 

'*  Interest  and  Dividends...  189  04 

"                        Miscellaneous 395  50 

$6,700  75 
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DR. 
To  amount  paid  beneficiaries  of 

East  PennsylTania  Glassis $529  00 

Lebanon  «     641  49 

Zion  «     300  00 

Philadelpbia  "     793  60 

Mercersburg  "     925  00 

Ctosbenboppen  "     643  24 

Lancaster  "     110  00 

East  Susquebanna  "     1 50  00 

West  Susquebanna  "     346  58 

.  Clarion  "     350  00 

General  "     451  40 

Balance  in  Treasury 460  44 

$5,700  75 

I  bereby  certify  tbat  I  bave  examined  tbe  above  account,  witb  the 
voucbers,  and  find  it  correct^  sbowing  a  balance  in  tbe  Treasury  of 
$460.44. 

October  19, 1869.  SAMUEL  H.  GIESY. 

II.   REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  Committee  on  tbe  Tbeological  Seminary,  to  whom  tbe  forego- 
ing reports  (except  tbat  part  of  tbe  report  of  tbe  Trustees  relating 
to  tbe  removal  of  tbe  Seminary),  together  witb  a  resolution  adopted  by 
tbe  Classis  of  West  Susquebanna  in  relation  to  those  engaged  in  circu- 
lating rumors  prejudicial  to  tbe  Tbeological  standing  of  the  Profes- 
sors in  tbe  Seminary,  and  tbe  action  of  tbe  Classis  of  West  Nevr 
York  in  reference  to  a  German  Professor  in  the  Tbeological  Semi- 
nary were  referred,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  taken 
up  item  by  item  and  adopted : 

Tbe  Committee  on  the  Tbeological  Seminary  would  respectfully  re- 
port as  follows : 

1.  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Seminary  : 

This  report  shows,  that  tbe  Treasury  of  tbe  Seminary  is,  upon  the 
whole,  iti  a  healthy  condition ;  but  tbere  is  still  a  deficiency  eqaal  to 
that  of  last  year.  Tbe  finances  of  the  Seminary  are  in  as  favorable  a 
condition  as  they  are,  only  because  of  the  fact,  tbat  a  large  proportion 
of  the  funds  are  yielding  more  than  the  usual  percentage  of  interest ; 
and  to  insure  the  needful  amount  from  invested  funds  in  tbe  future, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  require  delinquents  on  Plainfield  and  other 
bonds  ta  pay  their  back  standing  interest,  in  many  oases  due  for  ten 
years  past  and  more  ;  in  this  way  the  object  can  be  accomplished  at 
least  in  part.  Your  Committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  the  fol- 
low ing  action : 
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ResoIoetJ^  That  the  Treaaarer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  be  in- 
stracted  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  collecting  all  dues  on 
Plaiofield  and  other  bonds,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  prepare  a  state- 
ment of  all  dues,  and  place  said  statement  in  the  hands  of  the  agents 
operating  for  the  increase  of  the  endowment  of  the  Seminary  for  col- 
lection. 

2.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

We  learn  from  this  report,  that  the  Board  attended  to  the  duties 
o^mmilted  to  their  hands,  that  the  Seminary  is  in  a  healthful  and 
prosperous  condition,  and  that  the  number  of  students  for  the  past  year 
i¥dB  seventeen. 

From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  it  ap» 
pears,  that  $5^700.75.  including  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  last 
HDUual  settlement,  of  $701.43,  have  been  received  for  the  cause  of 
Heneficiary  Education  during  the  past  year,  and  that  thirty-seven 
beneficiaries  have  received  aid  from  the  Board.  There  remains  in  the 
handi  of  the  Treasurer  $460.44,  which  amount,  however,  is  mostly 
appropriated,  and  is  not  sufficient  to  cancel  the  claims  against  the 
Board  now  due. 

In  reference  to  the  mode  of  contributins^  towards  the  cause  of  Bene- 
ficiary Education  by  the  Classes,  yoiMr  Committee  would  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  the  several  Classes  be  earnestly  requested  to  make 
liberal  contributions  to  the  general  fund,  in  addition  to  the  aid  ren- 
dered their  immediate  beneficiaries. 

In  reference  to  the  difficulty  complained  of  by  the  Board,  in  regu- 
lating the  course  of  studies  on  the  part  of  those  students,  who  are  defi- 
cient in  preparatory  training,  your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following : 

Resoloedj  That  in  view  of  the  inability  of  the  Synod  to  increase  the 
teaching  force  at  this  time,  the  Board  be  directed  to  exercise  their 
judgment,  in  all  such  cases,  as  they  have  heretofore  done. 

In  regard  to  the  Tutorship,  your  Committee  would  recommend  the 
following : 

Resolved,  That  Synod  approves  of  the  continuance  of  Eev.  J.  B. 
Kershner  as  Tutor  in  the  Seminary  at  the  salary  of  the  previous  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  does  not  deem  the  formal  establishment 
of  a  professorship  of  Hebrew  and  cognate  branches  expedient  at  the 
present  time. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  twenty  four  students  connected  with 
the  Seminary. 

In  reference  to  the  slanderous  article  of  Dr.  Bomberger  in  his 
monthly,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Synod  is  directed  by  the 
Board,  we  would  offer  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  monthly,  of  which  Dr.  Bomberger  is  chief 
editor^  in  no  way  represents  the  spirit  and  views  of  this  Synod,  and 
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that  as  sacb  is  not  entitled  to  the  respect  and  support  of  the  member- 
ship of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

Resolved^  That  the  article  referred  to  is  a  slander  upon  the  Sjood, 
and  the  institutions  under  its  care. 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  foregoing  resolutions 
cover  all  action  contemplated  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Clasdii  of  West 
Susquehanna,  which  were  placed  in  our  hands. 

In  reference  to  the  item  referred  to  this  Committee,  from  West  New 
York  Classis,  requesting  the  establishment  and  filling  of  a  German 
professorship,  jour  Committee  recommend  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  in  view  of  the  present  arrangements  of  the  Profes- 
sorships in  the  Seminary,  and  the  want  of  funds  for  the  immediate 
increase  of  the  teaching  force,  it  is  impossible  at  thU  time  to  coinp!y 
with  the  request. 

3.  Report  of  the  Trtutees  of  the  Theological  Seminarjf, 

Inasmuch  as  the  several  items  under  this  head  were  referred  by 
Synod  to  a  special  committee,  your  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
repeat  them  in  this  Report.        BespectfuUy  submitted, 

J.  C.  J.  KURTZ, 
A.  R.  KREMER, 
S.  N.  CALLENDER^ 
D.  SMALL, 
C.  KREBS. 

Committee. 

The  following  additional  preamble  and  resolution  was  adopted  : 
In  accordance  with  the  action  of  Synod  at  Lancaster  in  1864.  rela- 
tive to  the  German   Professorship   in   the  Theological   Seminary, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  declare  which 
of  the  Professorships  in  the  Theological  Seminary  is  the  German 
Professorship,  should  the  Tercentenary  Professorship  be  then  en- 
dowed. 

III.   ELECTION  OF   THE  BOARDS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

Board  of  Trustees. — Jo!«hua  Motter,  David  Zeller,  George  Cooltt 
Daniel  W.  Gross,  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  Martin 
Bickenbaugh,  James  Cushwa«  William  Hejser,  Samuel  B.  Snively, 
David  B.  Martin,  David  C.  Hammond,  Edward  J.  Zabm,  Jacob  Hey- 
ser,  D.  M.  B.  Shannon,  and  John  P.  Hassler,  of  the  former  Board 
were  retained.  In  the  place  of  those  whose  names  are  omitted 
Andrew  R.  Schnebly  of  Washington  County,  Md  ,  and  David  B. 
Ilussell,  of  Franklin  County,  Pa  ,  were  elected. 

Board  of  Visitvrs, — Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Jacob  Hassler, 
Joseph  W.  Santee,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  William  Goodrich,  Amos  H> 
Kremer,  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  Benjamin  Bausman,  Peter  S.  Davis, 
Samuel  N.  Callendcr,  and  J.  Spangler  Kiefifer,  of  the  former  Board, 
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were  retaioecl.     lo  the  place  of  the  one  whose  Dame  is  omitte'l,  the 
Key.  Daniel  Y.  Heisler  was  elected. 

lY.    MISCEI.AIIXOUS   ITEMS   RELATING    TO   THE    TaEOLOOICAL  SEMI* 

NART. 

The  action  of  the  Synod  at  Uagerstown,  Md.,  in  regard  to  the 
removal  of  the  Theological  Seminary;  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Seminary  relating  to  the  same  sabject,  and  the  action 
of  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  CoUcf^e,  tendering  a  dona- 
tion of  land  at  Lancaster,  for  the  nse  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
were  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  G.  Dering 
Wolff,  Dr  Daniel  Gans,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  and  Elders  Abraham 
Peters  and  Daniel  W.  Gross.  This  committee  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  action  of  the  Synod  at 
Hagerstown  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  Seminary!,  and  that 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  regard  to  the  same  subject,  and  also  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  tendering  five  acres  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary, that  they  obtained  the  services  of  the  Kev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  as 
agent,  for  raising  the  monies  which  the  Synod  of  Hagerstown  resolved 
should  be  raised.  The  Agent  accepted  the  appointment,  and  spent 
in  the  proeecution  of  his  agency,  such  intervals  of  time,  as  he  was  able 
to  spare  from  his  pastoral  du'ies.  The  results  of  his  labors  are  stated 
in  the  Eeport  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  They  are 
highly  encouraging.  It  is  evident  that  the  Church  is  prepared  to 
give  its  practical  endorsement,  to  the  action  of  the  Synod  at  Hagers- 
town, in  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  Seminary  to  Lancaster,  Penna. 
by  raising  the  money  necessary.  The  Agent  says;  "  In  looking  over 
the  field  already  canvassed,  and  to  be  canvassed,  1  came  to  the  firm 
conviction,  that  the  whole  amount  can  be  secured ;  but  I  ask  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  or  two  agents  to  assist  me." 

Your  committee  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  urgingf 
forward,  with  all  possible  energy  and  expedition,  to  its  proper  practical 
conclusion,  the  action  instituted  at  Hagerstown.  Your  committee  feel 
that  this  is  important  for  a  number  of  weighty  reasons,  and  especially 
these  two :  First,  that  it  will  greatly  promote  in  a  general  way  the 
educational  plans  of  the  Church;  Secondly,  that  it  will  greatly  add 
to  the  prosperity  of  our  College  and  Seminary. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  submit  the  followin'^  resolu- 
tioua  for  adoption :  o        ^^ 

i?MoW,  That  this  Synod  gratefully  appreciate  the  action  of  the 
Irwtees  of  Franklm  and  Marshall  College  in  tendering  five  acres  of 
Wd  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
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Resolvedf  That  a  oommittee  of  three  be  appointed  bj  the  President 
of  Synod  to  examine  the  land  thus  tendered,  and  if  fonnd  suitable  for 
the  purpose  intended,  to  accept  it,  and  obtain  a  good  and  sufficient  legal 
conveyance  of  it  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  In 
case  the  ground  so  tendered  should  not  be  suiuible,  the  committee 
shall  endeavor  to  select  and  secure  the  refusal  of  other  ground  at  or 
near  Lancaster,  suitable  as  a  site  for  our  Theological  Seminary. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  secure  plans  and  es- 
timates for  buildings  for  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  submit  them 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  for  approval,  and  that  the  erection  of 
buildings  shall  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  amount  specified  by 
Synod  at  Hagerstown  shall  have  been  raised,  and  that  the  Seminary 
shall  be  removed  to  Lancaster  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors,  proper  accommodations  in  the  way  of  buildings  shall 
be  provided. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  are  re- 
quested to  appoint  ono  or  more  additional  agents  to  co-operate  with 
Kev.  J.  W.  Steinmets  in  soliciting  subscriptions,  and  that  the  pastors 
and  consistories  are  earnestly  requested  to  use  their  influence  with 
their  people  to  induce  them  to  respond  liberally  to  the  application^  of 
the  agents. 

GEO.  BERING  WOLFF, 

D.  GANS, 

J.  S.  KIEFFER, 

A.  PETERS, 

D.W.  GROSS.    Committee. 

Elders,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  Daniel  W.  Gross,  and  Henry  Wirt  con- 
stitute the  committee  provided  for  in  the  above  report. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  officers  of  Synod,  who 
were  instructed  to  inform  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Gans  of  his  election,  and 
make  out  a  call  to  bim,  as  Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  and 
adopted  : 

The  officers  of  the  Synod  at  Hagerstown  respectfully  report : 
That  they  made  out  and  issued  a  call  in  due  form  to   Rev.   Daniel 
Gans,  D.  D.,  who  was  called  to  the  third  Professorship  in  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  but  they  have  received  no  response 
i'rom  Dr.  Gans,  either  accepting  or  declining  said  call. 

Oct.  20th,  1869.  THOMAS  G.  APPLE,  President. 

Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Stated  Clerk, 


The  Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller  tendered  to  Synod  in  behalf  of  Mr.  W. 
Johnson  Cares,  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Cares,  deceased,  a  number  of 
books  belonging  to  his  father*s  library.  In  reference  to  this  tender, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  we  accept  the  tender  of  books  made  to  this  Synod 
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by  Mr.  W.  JoIidsoq  Cares,  tbroui^h  the  Rev.  Jacob  O.  Miller^  and 
retarn  our  sinoere  thanks  to  the  donor,  'and  order  these  books  to  be 
placed  in  the  librar?  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersbarg) 
Pa. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  following  statements  were  received  from  the  Treasarers  of 
Home  Mission  and  Church  Extension  Fund,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions : 

To  the  Sj/nod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Syn- 
od, respectfully  reports  the  receipts  from  all  sources,  from  Oct.  16, 
1868,  to  Oct.  16, 1869,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  dollars,  and  eight  cents.  ($8777.08.)  Amount  paid 
oat  during  the  same  period,  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  two 
dollars,  and  seventeen  cents.  ($9702.17.)  Balance  due  the  Treasurer, 
$925.09,  and  orders  on  hand  unpaid,  $2398.17,  together,  $3323.20. 

The  annexed  statement  will  eihibit  the  sources  of  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  three  Synods  and  twenty  nine  Classes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  SANTEE,   Treasurer, 

B  H,  M.  General  Sjfnod  Ger,  Ref,  Church, 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  15,  18C9. 

Chas.  Santke,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions of  the  General  Sjj/nod  German  Reformed  Church. 

Receipts  from  Oct.  16, 1868,  to  Oct.  16, 1869. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia,  Eastern  Synod $1,818  32 

*•  East  Pennsylvania 1,043  82 

"  Goshenhoppen 821  13 

«  Lebanon 703  87 

«  East  Susquehanna 504  67 

•*  Zion 425  98 

"  West  Susquehanna 348  82 

"  Meroersburg 357  72 

**  Lancaster 281  91 

•«  Maryland 109  30 

"  Virginia 108  50 

"  New  York 92  04 

*«  West  New  York 91  70 

"  Clarion 30  95 

*'  Miscellaneous 51  00 

'  $6,789  73 


I 
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Classls  of  Miami,  Synod  of  Ohio....i... «319  41 

'*  Lancaster 502  43 

«  St.  John's 274  00 

**  Iowa 112  50 

«  Tiffin 80  C6 

"  Westmoreland 8  15 

"  Illinois 7  5^ 

"  Sandusky > 7  00 

fi.3n  n 

Classis  of  Indiana,  North  Western  Synod 851)  l'> 

*•       Erie :i^2  b3 

«       Milwaukee 93  38 

"       St.  Joseph 54  50 

"      Heidelberg 35  58 

"       Sheboygan 14  50 

*^       Minnesota 15  75 

Treasurer  of  North  Western  Synod 120  00 

$675  G4 

RECAPITULATION. 

Hecoipts  from  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 

in  the  United  States $6,789  73 

From  Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States 1,311  71 

''     North  Western  Synod 675  64 

«8,777  08 

Receipts  from  Oct.  16, 1865  to  Nov.  25, 1866 $13,793  54 

"        -    Nov.  25,1866  to  Oct.  16,  1867 11,691  44 

"  Oct.  16, 1867  to  Oct.  16,  1868 9,858  36 

**  Oct.  16,1868  to  Oct.  16,  1869 8,777  08 


CHURCH  EXTENSION  FUND. 

John  Wiest,  TrecuureVy  in  account  with  the  Board  of  Church  Ex- 
tension of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 

Receipts  from  October  19th,  1868,  to  October  18th,  1869 : 

Classis  of  Philadelphia,  Eastern  Synod $963  90 

"  Mercersburg 412  44 

"  Zion 255  00 

<*  East  Susquehanna 65  00 

"  West            «          255  55 

«  Lebanon 1,282  93 

"  Lancaster 5  00 

Carried  forward $3,239  82 
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Broujiht  forward $3  239  82 

Classis  of  (yosheDhoppen 32  00 

«         East  Pen nsjhania 251  28 

«         Maryland 514  90 

*'         St.  Paul's 

«'         Clarion '. 

*<         New  York 

*<         West  New  York ^ : 5  00 

Virginia 1  85 


"         North  Carolina. 


Classis  of  Michigan,  Western  Synod 85  00 

"         Tiffin 50  00 

"         St.  John's 5  00 

"        Iowa 35  00 

•«         Westmoreland 698  50 

Interest  on  U.  S.  5-20  Bonds 8  22 

From  F.  W.  McKeehan,  Knoxville,  Tenn 5  00 


84,044  85 


706  72 


84,751  57 
Balance  due  the  Treasurer 1,031  00 


85.782  57 


Account  of  the  I^Toney  paid  out : 

Spring  Valley,  Iowa,  Reformed  Church 835  00 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  "  851  25 

Pottsville,  Pa.,  «  13  00 

Woodstock,  Va ,  «  522  97 

Winchester,  Va.,  «  105  90 

Edinhurg,  Va,  *'  58  00 

Findlay,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  "  f  50  00 

Frostburg,  Md.,  "  478  85 

Cumberland,  Md.,  "  104  65 

Egg  Harbor  City,  N.  J.,  "  310  87 

Mahanoy  City,  Pa.,  «  178  15 

Minersville,  Pa.,  «  85  58 

Trinity  Church,  Pa.,  "  500  00 

Williamsport,  Pa.,  "  236  30 

Conestoga  Centre,  Pa.,  "  15  00 

New  Providence,  Pa.,  "  25  00 

Emanuers  Mission,  Pa ,  '^  969  20 


84,539  72 
Balance  due  the  Treasurer,  as  per  last  year's  report 1  242  85 

85,782  57 
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7\)   the   S^nod  of  ihe   German  Reformed   Church   in    the   United 
States : 

Rbverend  BasTHREN : — Above  yoa  have  a  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  disbarsements  of  the  Churoh  £zteQsion  Faad^  durlag  the 
paflt  Synodioal  year,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  Treasorj. 

The  operations  of  this  Board  have  been  on  a  very  small  scale 
during  the  year.  Only  $211.85  were  received  not  appropriated,  re- 
ducing the  indebtedness  of  the  Board  to  $1,031.  For  want  of  means, 
the  Board  was  unable  to  help  any  of  the  many  needy  points,  from 
which  earnest  appeals  for  aid  were  received.  It  was,  with  sad  hearts, 
in  quite  a  number  of  cases,  that  we  had  to  turn  our  brethren  awsy  ^ 
empty.  '. 

The  above  debt  was  incurred  by  the  action  of  Synod  held  in  Lewis- 
burg,  Pa.,  in  1865,  where  Synod  agreed  to  aid  in  establishing  the 
Keformed  Church  in  Chicago.  Cannot  Synod  adopt  some  means  by 
which  this  debt  can  be  cancelled  ?  The  Treasurer  of  this  Fund  will 
be  one  of  twenty  to  pay  it  off.  Can  nineteen  brethren,  or  charges,  be 
found  to  pay  the  debt  f 

We  make  the  same  offer  in  regard  to  the  debt  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

JOHN  WIEST,   Treasurer. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Missionary  Society  in  the  'United  States,  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions.* 


The  Thirty-seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  a  copy  of  a  monthly 
publication  issued  in  the  interest  of  the  Board,  entitled  '*  Gospel 
Field,"  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 


A  portion  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Frederick  Fox,  who  has  been 
laboring  in  California  in  the  work  of  Missions,  was  presented  to  the 
Synod  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 


The  Committee  on  Missions  submitted  their  report.  It  was  re- 
ceived, taken  up  item  by  item,  amended,  and  adopted.  The  report 
as  adopted,  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  following 
doucments  have  been  placed  in  their  hands : 

1.  A  report  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

2.  A  report  from  the  Treasurer  of  Church  Extension. 
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3-  A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Frederick  Fox,  directing  attention  to 
California,  and  urging  its  claims  for  Missionary  labor. 

4.  A  letter  from  the  German  Evangelical  Missionary  Society  in 
the  United  States,  asking  the  co-operation  of  this  Sybod  in  the  carry- 
iofr  forward  its  missionary  operations  in  East  India. 

5.  The  thirty- seventh  annnal  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  a  copy  of  a  Paper 
called  the  *<  Gospel  Field." 

I.   BOMV  MISSIONS. 

Tour  Committee  learns  from  the  documents  referred  to  them,  that 
the  operations  of  the  Board  have  been  seriously  embarrassed  during 
the  past  year  for  want  of  the  necessary  funds.  Whilst  the  missions 
and  the  missionaries  under  their  care  have  been  continued,  the  funds 
have  decreased  to  the  amount  of  $1081,21 — this  added  to  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  years  1866,  1867,  and  1868,  shows  a  falling  off  in  the 
contributions  of  the  Churches,  in  the  last  four  years,  to  the^  amount 
of  $5016,46.  Should  this  decreise  continue  for  several  years  longer, 
the  Board  will  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  suspending  opera- 
tions. The  report  of  the  Treasurer  states,  that  $8777,17,  have  been 
paid  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  and  $9702,08  have  been  paid 
out  during  the  same  time  ;  leaving  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of 
$925,09,  and  orders  on  hand  unpaid  to  the  amount  of  $2398,17,  show- 
ing a  deficiency  of  $3323,26,  for  which  immediate  provision  must  be 
made  to  keep  our  missionaries  from  longer  suffering  in  their  self- 
denying  labors.  In  consequence  of  this  increasing  deficiency,  some 
of  the  appropriations  which  became  due  already  in  December,  1868, 
are  still  unpaid,  and  some  of  the  missionaries,  to  keep  themselves  and 
families  from  actual  want,  have  offered  to  dispose  of  them  at  a  large 
discount  The  Board  has  thirty-one  missionaries  under  its  care,  and 
the  appropriations  to  them  range  from  $80  to  $700  annually.  The 
ifho'e  sum  appropriated  for  the  year  just  dosing,  amounts  in  the  ag- 
gregate to  $8110. 

Whatever  may  be  the  reasons  for  this  deficiency,  it  is  deeply  to  be 
rep-etted,  that  matters  stand  as  they  do,  and  should  aid  have  to  be 
withheld  from  any  of  our  missionaries  much  longer,  it  will  certainly 
be  highly  discreditable  to  the  Church,  and  disastrous  and  ruinous  so 
fa)r  aa  those  particular  interests  are  concerned.  We  should  sincerely 
deprecate  such  a  result,  and  to  avoid  it  our  churches  should  come 
up  with  liberal  hearts  and  helping  hands  to  the  work  of  sustaining 
those,  who  have  been  laboring  with  so  much  sacrifice  and  success  in 
the  fields  assigned  them  by  the  Board.  God  has  put  into  the  hands 
of  His  people  an  ample  amount  of  wealth  to  meet  the  demands  of  His 
cause. 

To  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case,  your  Committee  would  suggest 
the  following : 

1.  Resolved^  That  in  order  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  Church 
and  bring  funds  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Lord,  our  pastors  be  affec- 
tionately urged  to  cultivate  among  their  people  such  a  piety  as  will 
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comprise  a  deep  compassion  for  the  destitute,  cheerful  self  sacrifice, 
aud  a  heaven  directed  faith. 

Resolved^  That  to  accomplish  this  most  desirable  object,  all  the 
pastors  of  this  Synod  be  requested  to  take  up  collections  in  each 
congregation,  in  order  to  raise  funds  to  liquidate  the  present  indebt- 
ed nei^s  of  the  Board. 

In  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  Key.  Frederick  Fox,  the  Commit- 
tee would  suggest  the  following : 

Resoloed^  That  this  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure  the  reports, 
from  California  with  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  Rev.  F.  Fox, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Missionary  Committee  of  Zion's  Classis,  and 
the  prospect  of  our  Church  in  that  field. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  feels  a  deep  interest  in  the  movement, 
and  recommends  the  work  to  the  active  sympathy  of  the  ministry  and 
membership. 

Resolved,  That  this  field  is  hereby  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  whenever  in  their  judgment  the  way  is  open  for 
them  to  take  hold  of  it. 

CHURCH   EXTENSION. 

The  Treasurer,  in  his  report  referred  to  your  Committee,  states  that 
$4751,85  have  been  received  from  all  sources  during  the  year.  Tbe 
amount  paid  out  during  the  same  time,  was  $4539,72.  Only  $211,57 
of  the  above  amount  came  into  his  hands  not  appropriated.  Tbid 
amount  deducted  from  the  $1,242,85,  the  indebtedness  of  the  Board 
as  per  last  year's  report,  stili  leaves  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  ot' 
$1031.  For  the  want  of  means  the  Board  was  unable  to  render  as- 
sistance to  many  points,  from  which  earnest  appeals  for  aid  were 
received. 

With  reference  to  this  subject,  the  Committee  would  suggest  tbe 
re-adoption  of  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  Synod  of  Hagerstown  : 

Resolved^  That  our  people  be  again  solemnly  urged  to  introduce 
the  Apostolic  plan  of  Benevolence  and  increase  their  contributions  to 
the  cause  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  and  thus  pro- 
mote the  efforts  of  the  Board  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  constantly 
widening  Mission  fields. 

FOREIGN   MISSIONS. 

In  reference  to  the  letter  from  the  German  Fvangelical  Missionary 
Society  in  the  United  Stales^  the  Committee  would  recommend  tbe 
following : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions,  as 
carried  on  by  the  German  Evangelical  Missionary  Society  in  tbe 
United  States,  to  the  liberality  and  benevolence  of  our  people,  espe- 
cially the  German  portion  of  them,  and  urge  them  to  make  contriba- 
tions  to  this  object ;  and  that  we  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  to  this  cause. 

In   regard  to  the  documents  from  the  Reformed  Church  in  Amer- 
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ica,  the  Committee   would  report,  that  thoy  found  do  thing  in  them 
elaimiDg  the  attention  of  this  Synod. 

IlespectfuDy  submitted, 

W.  F.  COLLIFLOWER.  aiairman. 

JNO.  P.  STEIN, 

SIMON  S.  MILLER, 

JOSEPH  LAUBACH, 

n.  P,  DIEDL. 


The  following  additional  resolution  was  adopted  in  relation  to 
Home  Missions : 

Resolved^  That  this  whole  inteiest  be  referred  to  the  General 
Synod,  with  the  earnest  petition,  that  they  so  construct  the  Board  of 
liome  Missions,  as  not  to  include  among  its  members  any  one,  wh3 
will  wage  war  or  discriminate  against  any  section  of  the  Church, 
either  East  or  West,  North  or  South. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  a  communication  from  the 
Rev.  Louis  B  Schwarz,  asking  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  church  edifice 
for  his  congregation  in  Boston,  Mass.  The  communication  was  read, 
and  the  following  resolution  adopted  : 

Hetohed^  That  Synod  has^eard  with  pleasure,  of  the  self-denying 
efforts  put  forth  by  the  Rer.  Louis  B.  Schwarz,  for  the  establishment 
of  a  German  Reformed  Church  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  that  the  enter- 
prise being  needy,  its  interests  and  wants  are  commended  to  the  favor- 
able regard  and  Christian  liberality  of  the  Church. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Trustees  of  Synod  submitted  their  annual  report,  accompanied 
with  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  which  was  received,  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Reverend  Si/nod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  beg  leave  to  present  the  following 
report: 

They  have  audited  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  and 
found  it  correct.     For  all  desired  information,  in  reference  to  the 
financial  affairs  of  Synod,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  Trea- 
surer's report. 
The  Board  consists  of  the  following  members : 
Rev.  Geo.  Wolff,  whose  term  will  expire  January  1,  1870. 
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£dw.  J.  Zahm,  whose  term  will  expire  January  1,  1871. 

Geo.  H.  Small,  "  "  "  1872. 

Rev.  C.  H.  Leinbach,     "  "  "  1873. 

Henry  Wirt,  «*  *'  "  1874. 

As  the  Rev.  Geo.  Wolff's  term  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  year, 
the  Board  proposes  the  names  of  Rev.  John  Ault,  of  Mechaniei- 
barg,  Pa.,  and  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  as  snitable  candidates  for  the  va- 
cant office. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  recommend  to  Synod  to  pass  a  resolution, 
authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  charge  interest  on  all  assessments  on  the 
Classis  for  the  contingent  fund  remaining  unpaid  after  the  1st  day  of 
July  following  the  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  H.  LEINBACH,  PrestdenJt. 
Myerstown,  Pa.,  October  20,  1869. 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF  8TN0D. 

Henry  Wirt,  Treasurer  of  the  Sjfnod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  in  account  with  said  Sjfnod, 


1869.  ^  DR. 

Januarj  13.  To  Cash  from  R.  F.  Kelker,  Esq.,  former  Treasiuner t^^  ^ 

March     16.    "  Loan  at  Gettysburg  National  Bank  for  foar  moothi 700  00 

April       21.    "  Interest  on  $1200  U.  S.  10^0  Bonds  (Cook  Legacy) 4ft  ^0 

**      '*  Interest  on  $100  U.  S.  5  20  Bonds  (Fand  from  Maryland 

Classis) 4  02 

24.    "  Six  Months'   Interest  on   Mortgage,  Jacob  Heyser,  to 

April  10,  1869 150  00 

"  Six  Months'  Interest  on  Mortgage,  William  Heyser,  to 

April  6,  1869 135  00 

May        26.    "  Mereersburg  Classis,  per  Rer.  J.  Haasler,  Treasurer,  on 

Contingent  Fund 100  00 

26.    "  Zion*s  Classis,  per  William  A.  Wilt,  Treasurer,  on  Con- 
tingent Fund 150  00 

June         4.    "  Virginia  Classis,  per  H.  8L  John  Rinker,  Treasurer,  on 

Contingent  Fund 10  00 

•4.    "  West  New  York  Classis,  per  Rer.  J.  B.  Kniest,  Trea- 
surer, on  Contingent  Fund- 25  00 

4.  "  Philadelphia  Classis.  per  Rer.  J.  Bahlman,  Jr.,  Treasurer, 

on  Contingeqt  Fund 104  00 

5.  "  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rer.  U.  H.  Heilman,  on 

Contingent  Fund ^  82  00 

IS.    **  Lancaster  Classis,  per  Rer.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Treasurer,  on 

Contingent  Fund. ^  93  35 

21.    "  Maryland  Classis,  per  Rer.  S.  8.  Miller,  Treasurer,  on 

Contingent  Fund -        150  00 

August     6.    "  Philadelphia  Classis,  per  Rev.  J.  Dahlman,  Jr.,  Trea- 

surer,  on  Contingent  Fund... 150  00 

13.    "  Mereersburg  Classis,  per  Rer.  J.  Haasler,  Treasurer,  on 

Contingent  Fund.. «  25  00 

Carried  fonrard ^ $1-992.60 
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1d<59.  Brought  forward •"•     M^^  (H) 

Aag.         28.  To  cash  from  West  SasquebanD*  i  laesis,  per  Rev.  U.  U. 

Heilman,  Treaflorer,  on  Contingent  Fund 8  00 

Sept.         22.    "  East  Pennijlvania  Clasnis,  per  Rev.  John  Beck,  Troa- 

sarer,  on  Contingent  Fund 150  00 

22.    "  Cash  from  Lebanon   Classis,  per  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer, 

Treasurer,  on  Contingent  Fund 1^0  00 

Oetober     1.    "  Interest  on  Cook  Legacy  U.  8. 10-40  Bonds 32  75 

1.  «  One  Year's  Interest  on  **  Oerhart  Donation/'  invested  in 
U.  8.  5-20  Bonds;  the  proceeds  to  be  appropriated 
for  Domestic  Missions,  Foreign  Missions,  and  Bene- 
ficiary Education 23  58 

1.    '<  Mercersburg  Glassis,  per  Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  Treasurer,  on 

Contingent  Fund 25  00 

1.  "  North  Carolina  Classis,  per  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  Trea- 
surer^ on  Contingent  Fund 10  00 

6.    «  Clarion  Classis,  per  Rev.  J.  H.  Apple,  Treasurer,  on 

Contingent  Fund ;. *0  00 

15.    <'  Oofhenhoppen   Classis,  per  Ephraim  Hartranfl,  Trea- 
surer, on  Contingent  Fund 100  00 

17.    "  New  York  Classis.  per  John  Luts,  Treasurer,  on  Contin- 
gent Fund 20  00 

17.    "  Six  Months' Interest  on  Mortgage,  against  Jacob  Hey ser, 

to  October  10,  1869 ISO  00 

17.    "  Six  Months'   Interest  on  Mortgage  against  Estate  of 

WiUiam  Heyser,  deceased,  to  October  6,  1869 135  00 

$2,846  93 


1869> 
Janiukry 

Mareh 


April 
June 

July 

August 
October 


CR. 

By  payments  as  follows,  vis. : 

13.  By  cash  paid  Rev.  C  H.  Leinbaoh  and  Oeorge  Wolff,  Trus-  , 

tees  of   Synod,  Traveling   Ezpensea  to 
meeting  of  Board $5  10 

16.    <'         «  Discount  and  Stamps  on  Loan  at  Gettysburg 

National  Bank U  82 

16.    "         "  J.  B.  Rodgerj  A  Co.  for  Printing  Minutes  of 

Synod 077  95 

16.    «         <«  Dr.   J.  W.   Nevin,   Traveling    Expenses    as 

Delfogate  to  Synod  at  Hudson,  New  York..  20  00 

27.    "         "  A.  B.  Wingerd,  Treasurer,  Theological  Semi- 

nary, Six  Months'  Interest  on  Kieffer  and 

Cook  Legacies 331  90 

5.    «  '<  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  services  as  Stated  Clerk  of 

Synod,  and  Expenses  for  Synod,  for  Years 
1867  and  1868  in  full 230  80 

20.    "         ''  Gettysburg  National  Bank  on  Loan  and  tor 

back  Interest  and  Stamps 50160 

16.  «  «  Gettysburg  National  Bank  in  full  for  Loan  ...        200  00 
1*    u         "  R.  F.  Kelker,  One  Year's  Interest  on  "  Gerhart 

Donation"  for  Foreign  Missions 7  86 

1,    w          "          Charles  Santee,  One  Year's  Interei»t  on  *'  Ger- 
hart Donation"  for  Domestio  Missions 7  86 

1.    ««         "  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  One  Year's  Interest  on  "Ger- 

hart Donation"  for  Beneflciary  Education  7  86 

17.  M         «'  Adam   B.   Wingerd,    Treasurer,    Theological 

Seminary,  for  Six   Months'   Interest  on 

"  Kieffer"  and  "  Cook"  Legacies 317  75 

Balance  in  the  Treasury 523  43 


$2,846  93 
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We,  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  aooonnt  of  Henry  Wirt, 
Treasurer  of  Synod,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  said  accoaot.  ao<i 
find  it  correct,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  said  Troasnrer  of  fite 
hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  forty -three  cents. 

G.  H.  SMALL, 
C.  H.  LEINBACH, 
Harrisburo,  Ooiober  20,  1860.  Committee  of  Trwtets  of  Sgmvd. 


Amounts  still  dm   hy  the  following    Classes  on    Contingent   Fund 

Assessments : 

Enst  Suequehanna 11.^0  00 

Lancafter 100  00 

St.  Paul's ., ^  on 

Goshenhoppen 50  0' 

West  New  York 20  Mi" 

Total $360  l»fl 


Investments  held  for  Synod  by  tlie  Treasurer^  October  19,  1869. 

'<  Cook  Legacy,"  $1,200  U.  S.  10-40  Bonds. 

"  Kieffer  Fund^"  $9,500  loaned  on  Bond  and  Mortgage — $5,000  to  Jacob  Heyser, 
and  $4,500  to  Estate  of  >yilliam  Heyser,  deceased. 

'*  Oerhart  Donat!on/*  $.300  U.  S.  5.20  Bonds. 

**  Maryland  Claettu  Fund,"  $100  IT.  S.  5  20  Bonds. 

Certificate  No.  6,  for  twenty- four  shares  Hagerstown  Bank. 

Bond  secured  (by  Mortgage)  from  Second  Reformed  Cong^gation  of  Rcadiojr. 
Pa.,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  $2,908.74,  with  interest,  should  saii 
congregation  cease  to  remain  in  connection  with  this  Synod. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  R* formed  Church  in  the  United  Statfs. 

Dear  Brrthrkn: — Above  is  a  statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  "f 
your  Treasurer  during  the  past  year,  as  well  as  a  statement  of  the  amounts  nill  <tae 
by  the  several  Classes,  and  the  Investments  held  by  him  in  trust  for  the  Sjnod. 
The  Treasurer  knows  of  no  claim  against  Synod  unpaid.  The  balance  in  bis  haod', 
subject  to  the  order  of  Synod,  is  as  stated  above,  $d23.43.    All  of  which  is 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  WIRT. 
Hanover,  York  Co.,  Pa., 
October  19,  1869. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  their  report,  whicli  was  re- 
ceived, amended  and  then  adopted.  The  report  as  adopted  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report,  as  follows : 
Two  documents  were  referred  to  your  Committee,  the  report  of  the 

Board  of  Trustees  and  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 
From  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  your  Committee  learn, 

that  the  term  for  which  llev.  George  Wolff  waa  elected  a  member  of 
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the  Board  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  yesr,  Tfio  Board  propose 
the  naines  of  John  Ault,  of  Mechaaieibiirg,  Pa.  and  W.  H.  H.  Sny- 
der, of  Harrisburg,  as  uiitoMe  candidates  for  the  position  that  will 
become  vacaot. 

Your  Committee  recommend  action  upon  the  resolution  suggested 
by  the  Board  :  **  The  Board  recommend  to  Synod  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  charge  interest  on  ail  assessments 
on  the  Classes  for  the  contingent  fund  remaining  unpaid  after  the 
first  day  of  July  following  the  annual  meetin<;  of  Synod." 

From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  your  committee  learn, 
that  the  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $2,846  98,  and  the  disburse- 
ment for  the  same  year  amounted  to  $2,323.50,  leaving  in  the  Trea- 
surer's hands  a  balance  of  $523.43. 

From  delinquent  Classes  there  is  due  the  sum  of  $360  00. 

!Ea8t  Susquehanna  Classis  $130,  Lancaster  Classis  $100,  St.  Paul's 
Classis  $60,  Goshenhoppen  Classis  $30,  West  New  York  Cldssis  $20. 

The  expenses  of  Synod  for   the   current 
year  are  estimated  at $1,500  00 

Expenses  of  General  Synod 500  00    $2,000  00 

To  meet  this,  there  is  due  from  delinquent 
Classes $360  00 

Balance  in  the  treasury 523  43      $883  43 

Balance  to  be  provided  for $1,116  57 

This  your  Committee  have  apportioned  among  the  several  Classes 
as  follows : 

New.  Old.           Total 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis, $125  00  $125  00 

Lebanon                      "       125  00  125  00 

Zion's                          "       125  00  125  00 

Maryland                     "       125  00  125  00 

Philadelphia               "       125  00  125  00 

Mercersburg               '*       125  00  125  00 

Goshenhoppen            "       ...: 125  00  $50  00       175  00 

Lancaster                    "       85  00  100  00       185  00 

East  Susquehanna     "       100  00  130  00       230  00 

West  Susquehanna     "       75  00  75  00 

Clarion                       **       40  00  40  00 

St.  Paul's                    "       60  00  eO  00       110  00 

New  York                   "       15  00  15  00 

West  New  York         "       15  00  20  00        35  00 

Virginia                      "       15  00  15  00 

North  Carolina          "       15  00  15  00 


1^ 


$1,285  00     $360  00  $1,645  00 
Your  Committee  recommend,  that  the  Stated  Clerk  be  authorized 
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to  publish  2400  copies  of  MiDutes  of  Synod,  1600  in  the  Englisb, 

and  800  in  the  Germao  language., 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  E.  ADDAMS,  Chairman, 
HENRY  WISSLER, 
A.  G.  DOLE, 
GEORGE  GEATRIL. 


The  Olassis  of  West  New  York,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  requested  Synod  to  release  the  Classis  from  the 
obligation  to  pay  the  assessment  upon  it  for  Contingent  expenses  made 
by  the  Synod  of  1867,  inasmuch  as  the  amount  was  remitted  by  their 
Treasurer  to  the  former  Treasurer  of  Synod,  but  lost  in  the  mail.  The 
request  of  the  Classis  was  granted. 


-  The  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  the  traveling  ex- 
penses of  the  Rev.  George  W.  Aughinbaugh,  as  delegate  to  the  Ger- 
man Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  amounting 
to  84.50.  A  similar  order  was  issued  in  regard  to  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee,  as  delegate  to  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  amounting  to  $- 


Henry  Wirt,  Esq.,  was  re  elected  Treasurer  of  Synod. 


Rev.  Winiam  H.  H.  Snyder  was  elected  a  Trustee  of  Synod  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  the  Rev.  Geo. 
Wolflf. 


Rev.  P.  Seibert  Davis  and  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  an  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  upon 
each  member  of  Synod,  to  remunerate  the  Sexton  of  Shiloh  church 
for  his  services.  The  committee  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  committee  instructed  to  paj 
over  the  proceeds  of  their  collection  to  the  Sexton. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  up  a  collection  for  the  remuner- 
ation of  the  Sexton  respectfully  report,  that  the  sum  of  $19  50  has 
been  secured.  P.  S.  DAVIS,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XVL 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported,  that  an  appeal  had 
been  taken  by  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia^  from  the  decisions  in  part 
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rendered  by  the  Synod  at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  on  the  several  appeaU 
and  oomplaiats  growing;  out  of  the  case  of  Christ  Evaogelical  Re- 
formed  Church,  I'hiladelphia.  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Gans,  Samuel  N. 
Callender,  and  Dr.  Thomas  O.  Apple,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
Bostain  the  action  of  this  Synod  before  the  General  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 

Complaints  of  Rev.  G.  Dering  Wolff  against  the  action  of  the  Clas- 
sis  of  Philadelphia ;  of  the  Rev.  G.  Derinp  Wolff  and  others  against 
the  action  of  the  same  Chissis ;  and  of  William  G.  King  against  the 
action  of  the  Classis  of  Clarion,  were  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes.  They  were  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting 
of  the  Rev.  Martin  A.  Smith,  Simon  S.  Miller,  and  Abner  R  Kremer, 
to  examine  the  records  in  the  several  cases,  and  if  the  complaints  are 
found  to  be  in  order,  to  report  the  order  in  which  they  shall  be  prose- 
cuted before  Synod.  This  committee  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  complaints  of  Rev.  Geo. 
D.  Wolff,  against  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis  in  allowing 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  A-  Bomberger  to  make  certain  personal  statements; 
and  of  Rev.  Geo.  D.  Wolff,  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  Dr.  D.  Gans,  Dr.  S.  H. 
Giesy,  and  Elder  C.  N.  Brock  against  the  action  of  said  Classis,  in 
referring  these  statements  to  a  committee,  and  of  Elder  William  G. 
King  against  the  action  of  the  Clarion  Classis  in  the  case  of  the 
South  Bend  congregation,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  find  that  the  complainants  in  these  cases  have  failed  to 
comply  with  the  constitutional  requirements,  and  that,  therefore,  no 
action  can  be  taken  on  the  part  of  this  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted^ 

M.  A.  SMITH, 
SIMON  S.  MILLER, 
A.  R.  KREMER, 

Committee, 


ARTICLE  XVIIL 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 


Nothing  occurred. 
4 
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ARTICLE    XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 
Tbe  Annaal  Keport  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received,  read 
and  referred 'to   the  Committee  on   Publication.     The  report  is  as 
follows : 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Puhlicatlon^  for  the  year  ending 

September  30lh,  1869. 

The  Board  held  its  four  regular  quarterly  meetings  during  the 
year,  and  attended  to  the  particular  duties  assigned  it.  At  the  first 
meeting,  the  year  during  which,  according  to  arrangement,  the  Book 
Editor,  the  Key.  George  B.  Russell,  was  expected  to  devote  hid  la- 
bors mainly  to  procuring  funds  for  the  publication  of  books,  having 
expired,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  associating  him  for  the  present 
year,  in  addition  to  his  distinctive  labors  as  Book  Editor,  with  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R  Fisher,  in  the  editorship  of  the  **  Messenger/* 
and  rendering  such  aid  in  other  labors  as  may  be  found  practicable 
and  necessary.  This  arrangement,  it  was  believed,  would  add  to  the 
general  efficiency  of  our  publication-enterprise,  and  also  meet  with  tbe 
cordial  approbation  of  the  Synod  and  the  Church. 

Mr.  J.  G.  S.  Wittmann  was  continued  as  editor  of  the  '^  Kirchen- 
zeitung"  for  the  current  vear. 

It  also  became  necepsary  during  the  year  to  change  tbe  editor  of 
the  "  Liimmerhirte."  The  Rev.  C.  Bank,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J., 
was  accordingly  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.Beinhaaer. 

Since  April  6th,  1869,  the  Board  has  been  conducting  its  business 
under  an  act  of  Incorporation  procured  from  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  instructed  by  the  Synod  at  its  last  annual  sessions,  which 
is  the  same  as  the  '*  DraiV  then  submitted  to  the  Synod  and  approved 
by  it,  except  that  the  word  ^*  entrusted"  has  been  substituted  tor  the 
word  ^^  contributed,"  in  the  third  line  of  the  second  preamble,  as  the 
draft  is  published  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod.  S.  R.  Fisher  &  Co., 
the  title  under  which  the  former  Board  conducted  its  bu-siness,  have 
made  a  legal  transfer  to  the  Board,  as  constituted  by  the  Charter,  of 
all  the  right,  title,  interest,  &c.,  in  the  stock,  books,  accounts,  &c.  be- 
longing to  said  firm,  the  Board  assuming  aU  the  liabilities  of  the  firm 
and  guaranteeing  its  members  against  all  lawful  claims  resting  upon 
the  firm  and  any  loss  arising  out  of  its  business  operations.  The  agen- 
cies previously  employed  for  conducting  its  operations  were  continned. 
By-laws  were  also  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Board. 

^t  the  last  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held  on  the  14th  inst., 
the  usual  annual  statement  of  the  operations  of  the  Board  for  tbe 
present  year  was  presented  by  the  Treasurer.  This  is  full  and  satis- 
factory. A  copy  of  it  is  within  reach,  so  that  it  can  be  consulted,  if 
desired.  The  following  summary  of  its  contents  may  serve  to  give 
some  intelligent  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  publication  operations 
of  the  Church  : 


RECEIPTS   OP  TBI  YEAR. 

Snbeoription  to  the  "  Messenger"  and  sdvertiaiag, $8,13?  66 

"          "             "Kirohenzeitung"           "         2,828  43 

'*         "            "Goftrdiao," 1,172  96 

"          "             "Review," 712  50 

"          "             "Child's  Trewury," 2,832  37 

'*          "             "  L^mmerhirte," ly4T7   13 

CoDtribotloDS  for  Relief, !ls  :;5 

PablishiDR  Pnnd l,9l'S  34 

Receipts  in  store...... I9,6il(;  44 

Loans, 2,8011  <M) 

Proceeds  of  notes  discoaated, '. l,47l>  )V-i 

Misoelt&Deons  Keceipta, ^47  ti7 

Total  ReoeiplB  from  all  sources $43,5(18  ti8 

DISBCRBEMENTS. 

Prioeipa]  od  notes $3.3*>i>  "i' 

Interest aod discount, fin;!  ill 

Messenger,  composition,  press-work,  and  expediting 4,40:^  51 

Kirehenseitang,  "                 "                         "            2,4W  13 

Guardian,             "                 "                         "            9S7  4U 

Review,                "                 "                         "            8S"  211 

Child's  Treasury,                  "                          "             ij!S7  4.S 

Lammerhirte,       "                 »                          "            439  S3 

Paper  for  Messenger, 2,724  30 

"         KirchenzeituDg,  84.'i  40 

"          Guardian, Hlil  18 

"          Review „..  244  32 

»          Child's  Treasury, 1,638  li4 

"          Liimmerhirte, 5^1  t!4 

Books, l,9yl  84 

"          Almanac, 297  'J2 

Stock  forstore, 6,5i;i  31 

Book  Fund  account, 3,83r.  (il 

Percentage  account, 7i'-  1^7 

Postage  acoouDt, 41itJ  iJ'.i 

Insurance  policies, VM>  uii 

Bindery  aooounts, 2,94ii  93 

Cots  forS.S.  Papers 2,i  (iii 

Rent, tJitii  1)11 

Coal, 3:i  rtd 

Gas, \ 5H  29 

Salaries  of  Editors,  Coatributora,  and  other  employees,...  6,918  91 

Miscellaneous  itenis,Bach  as  freight,  packing  boxes,  &o.,,..  329  57 

944,866  17 
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617MMART. 

Total  disbarBementS; S44«866  17 

Total  receipte, 43,508  03 

Excess  of  disbarsements, 11,358  0*J 

LIABILITISS. 

October  1,  1869, $17,001  20 

''  18G8, 11,955  30 

Increase  of  liabilities, $5,045  90 

ASSETS. 

Due  on  accounts  for  Books, $6,916  76 

"        Messenger, 9,149  00 

"        Kirohenzeitung, 3,548  00 

"        Guardian, 1,709  00 

♦*        Review, 837  00 

"        Child's  Treasury, 1,118  S3 

»'        Lammerhirte, ; 175  00 

Stock  in  store, 9,453  33 

Books  in  sheets, 4,700  00 

Due  bills 500  00 

Stereotypes  and  Illustrations, ^ 5,428  3^ 

Cuts  for  Treasury  and  L&mmerhirte, ^ 375  00 

Paper  on  hand, 596  17 

Fixtures  in  store, 800  00 

Publisher's  right  purchased, 1,000  00 

Copyrights, 450  00 

Total  Assets, $46,756  42 

SUMMARY. 

1869,  Oct.  1,    Assets, $46,756  42 

1868,      "  «     35,989  35 

Increase  of  Assets, $10,767  07 

SUB8CBIBSRS  TO  PAPERS. 

1868.  1869. 

Messenger, 3,505  3,561  Increase    56 

Kirohenzeitung, 2,626  2,252  Decrease  374 

Guardian, 1,141  1,158  Increase    17 

Review, 416  374  Decrease    42 

Child's  Treasury, 24,400  24,850  Increase  450 

L&mmerhirte, 7,720  6,824  Decrease  896 


« 
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COST   OF  PAPERS   AND   INOOMK   COMPARED. 

Messenger f  paper,  oomposition,  press  work  and  expeditiDg,  S7;i76  81 

Beceipts  for  the  year, $8,137  66 

Ktrchenzeitung,  paper,  compositioD,  press  work  and  ezped.    3,253  53 

Receipts  for  the  year, $2,828  43 

G^uar<f lan,  paper,  compositioQ,  pre^s  work  and  expediting,   1,297  58 

Receipts  for  the  year,.. $1,172  9H 

Stock  on  hand, 750  00 

Due  on  Bubscription, 1,709  00 

Review^  composition,  press  work,  pap^r  and  expediting, ...    1,131  61 

Receipts  for  the  year, $712  50 

Stock  onhand, 1,490  00 

Dae  on  subscription, 837  00 

ChihTs  Treasury^  paper,  composition,  press  work  and  exp.    2,325  52 

Receipts  for  the  year^ $2,832  37 

Due  on  subscription, 1,118  83 

Zfdmmerhirte,  paper,  composition,  press  work  and  expedit.       961  47 

Receipts  for  the  year, $1,477  13 

Dues, 175  00 

Number  of  copies  of  books  printed, 53,950 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  the  liabili- 
ties of  the  Board  have  considerably  increased  during  the  year.  This 
has  been  occasioned  mainly  by  the  unusual  difficulty  attending  the 
collection  of  outstanding  dues.  Special  eflforts  were  made  to  effect 
sucli  collections.  They  were  not,  however,  attended  with  the  success 
expected  or  desired.  To  show  this,  though  the  fact  is  of  general  ap- 
plication, it  is  sufficient  to  state,  that  the  single  items  to  be  provided 
lor  by  the  Publishing  Fund  have  involved  an  expenditure  exceeding 
by  Dearly  $2,000  the  amount  received  in  its  behalf.  As  an  offset  to 
this  particular  expenditure,  however,  the  actual  addition  thereby 
made  to  the  assets  of  the  Board  must  be  taken  into  account.  Besides 
this,  the  bona  fide  subscriptions  to  the  Publishing  Fund  still  due, 
amounting  to  between  $4,000  and  $5,000,  might  very  properly  be 
added  to  the  assets  of  the  Board. 

It  will  bo  seen  also,  that  whilst  the  liabilities  of  the  Board  have 
been  increased,  as  stated,  the  assets,  at  the  same  time,  have  likewise 
increased,  and  that  to  an  amount  exceeding  more  than  twice  the  in- 
crease of  liabilities.  It  is  true,  that  this  increase  in  the  amount  of 
assets  has  been  occasioned  in  part  by  the  fact,  that  the  dues  to  the 
"Messenger"  and  " Kirchenzeitung"  have  heretofore  been  simply 
estimated,  and  suffered  to  remain  unchanged  during  several  years, 
but  are  now  reported  by  actual  count  and  found  to  be  larger  than  was 
estimated.  Still  the  increase  in  assets  outdide  of  that  which  proceeds 
from  this  source,  is  considerably  larger  than  the  increase  of  liabili- 
ties. 

The  annual  statement  also  shows  a  small  increase  in  the  subscrip- 
tion-list of  the  **  Messenger."     In  view  of  the  fact,  that,  except  in  a 


64 

Yerj  few  instances,  no  special  effort  has  been  made  daring  tbe  jear, 
to  procure  subscribers  to  the  *^  Messenger/'  and  more  than  usual  ap- 
pliances also  have  been  brought  to  bear  in  different  quarters  to  cat 
down  its  circulation,  this  result  is  truly  gratifying  to  the  friends  of 
the  paper.  It  is  to  be  hoped  also,  that,  during  the  coming  year,  such 
activity  in  its  behalf  will  be  manifested,  as  will  secure  the  addition  of 
at  lease  one  thousand  subscribers  before  its  close. 

In  the  subscription-list  of  the  *'  Kirchenzcitung/'  we  regret  to 
say,  there  has  been  a  considerable  decrease.  This  has  been  oc- 
casioned mainly  by  the  fact,  anticipated,  and  alluded  to  in  our  last 
annual  report,  that  the  paper  has  been  almost  entirely  supplanted  bj 
the  "  Hausfreund,"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Oerman  districts.  As  a 
consequence,  the  expenses  incurred  during  tlie  paf>t  year  in  publish- 
ing the  paper,  have  exceeded  the  actual  receipts  fully  $1,000.  This 
aspect  of  affairs  necessarily  starts  the  serious  question,  whether  the 
Synod  will  not  be  obliged  to  choose  between  the  alternative  of  either 
uniting  the  two  papers  under  some  form,  that  may  possibly  meet  the 
different  existing  wants  among  our  German  population,  or  issuing  the 
*'  Kirchenzeitung''  simply  semi-monthly,  unless  perhaps  it  be  possi- 
ble to  rally  that  portion  of  the  German  population,  in  whose  interest 
it  is  more  especially  published,  more  heartily  to  its  support.  The 
paper  itself,  it  is  generally  admitted,  is  most  ably  edited  and  worthy 
of  a  liberal  patronage. 

A  small  addition  has  been  made  to  the  subscription  list  of  the 
'*  Guardian,"  whilst  a  small  decrease  has  taken  place  in  that  of  the 
^^  Review."  Both  these  publications  are  well  worthy  of  a  more  gen- 
^  eral  and  hearty  support. 

The  addition  to  the  number  of  copies  of  the  "  Chi1d*8  Treasury" 
issued,  is  quite  encouraging.  At  the  same  time,  a  falling  off  in  that 
of  the  "  Ltlmmerhirte"  is  reported.  This  latter,  it  is  believed,  will 
be  more  than  made  up  during  the  coming  year,  by  the  change  ef- 
fected in  the  editorial  department,  the  new  editor  having  had  con- 
siderable experience  in  this  sphere  of  labor.  Both  papers  show  an 
encouraging  improvement  in  the  receipts  on  their  account,  making 
up  effectually  for  whatever  deficiencies  may  have  occurred  during  any 
of  the  previous  years  of  their  existence. 

The  increased  activity  in  the  Book  department  is  an  encouraging 
feature  connected  with  our  Publication  operations.  The  right  to 
publish  the  works  of  the  Rev.  Drs.  Harbaugh  and  Gerharf,  and  the 
Rev.  B.  Bausman  and  Samuel  Philips,  held  by  Lindsay  &  Blakisf  on, 
was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $1,000,  and  the  stereotype  plates  of  Dr. 
Harbaugh's  "  True  Glory  of  Woman"  for  $125,  and  the  stock  on 
hand  of  these  several  works,  including  a  small  number  of  copies  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Bomberger's  "  Infant  Salvation,"  at  the  original  cost. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  following  works  have  been  stereotyped  during 
the  year:  "  Whitmer*s  Sacred  Geography,"  *' Whitmer's  Child's 
Catechism,"  Tract  entitled  *•  Table  Prayers,"  "  Salome  the  Dancer," 
"  The  Life  of  Cain,"  "  Gospel  Lessons,"  "Ripe  Harvest,"  «  The  Old 
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School  Master,"  *'  Holiday  Stories,"  and  "  Leo  Rembrandt "  Tho 
copyrights  of  the  five  last  named  works  have  been  kindly  donated  to 
the  Board  by  their  respective  authors,  for  which  the  Board  duly  tend- 
ered them  a  vote  of  thanks.  Of  several  of  the  other  works  named, 
the  copyrights  have  been  purchased  by  the  Board  on  reasonable 
terms. 

Id  addition  to  these  works,  the  Board  has  also  published  a  volume 
prepared  by  the  Rev.  George  B  Russell,  entitled  *'  Creed  and  Cus- 
toms of  the  Reformed  Church,*' which  has  met  with  a  ready  sale. 
The  copyright  of  the  work  was  offered  to  the  Board.  No  action,  how- 
ever, was  taken  upon  the  offer,  because  the  Board,  at  the  time,  did 
not  feel  itself  in  a  condition  to  warrant  it  to  make  the  purchase. 
There  are  still  other  approved  manuscripts  in  the  possession  of  the 
Soard,  one  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  stereotyper,  and  the 
others  will  also  be  stereotyped  in  due  season,  in  case  the  funds  neces- 
sary to  cover  the  expenses  shall  be  at  command. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  Synod,  the  Inaugural  Addresses 
of  the  Rev.Drs.  Higbee  and  Gerhart  were  published  in  pamphlet  form. 
It  must  be  added,  however,  that  all  the  copies,  except  a  small  num- 
ber purchased  by  the  authors  themselves,  are  still  unsold. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  in  July  last,  a  charge 
to  be  made  for  all  acknowledgments  in  the  papers  of  the  various 
Boards,  also  for  cards,  marriage  notices  and  obituaries,  usually  re- 
quired to  be  paid  for  by  other  religious  papers,  was  authorized.  This 
liieasure  was  deemed  nothing  more  than  equitable  and  jubt,  and  ne- 
cessary to  repay  the  Board  for  the  increased  expenses  incurred  in 
having  such  matter  set  up  in  type. 

Our  Publication  operations  form  acknowledgedly  one  of  the  great 
and  growing  interests  of  the  Church.  They  are,  therefore,  justly 
entitled  to  the  hearty  and  general  support  of  its  membership,  and 
should  receive  it.  If  they  are  to  be  brought  fully  into  successful 
operation,  the  Board  must  be  put  in  possession  of  a  suitable  Publish- 
ing Uoose.  and  for  proruring  the  funds  to  secure  it,  definite  arrange- 
ments ought  to  be  made  without  delay.  The  lease  of  our  present 
place  of  business  expires  on  the  1st  of  April  next,  and  it  is  uncer- 
tain whether  we  can  remain  in  our  present  location  longer  than  to 
that  period,  were  it  even  thought  desirable  to  do  so.  A  suitable  house 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  Board,  would  servo  to  give  permanency 
and  greater  efficiency  to  its  operations. 

Much  also  needs  to  be  done  in  behalf  of  the  Book  publishing  de- 
partment. Not  only  should  those^  who  have  kindly  subscribed  to  its 
Funds,  promptly  pay  their  subscriptions,  but  also  measures  should  be 
taken  to  secure  a  regular  annual  return  from  the  churches  to  its  Funds, 
so  that  the  Board  may  have  it  in  its  power  to  add  continually  to  its 
publications,  such  works  as  the  special  wants  of  the  Church  demand. 
As  will  be  inferred  from  what  has  already  been  stated,  tho  Board 
has  not  procured  a  Publishing  House  of  its  own,  nor  have  any  con- 
tributions been  received  towards  effecting  a  purchase.    The  Board 
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also  made  efforts  to  secure  a  special  agent  to  work  in  its  interests  as 
autldorized  by  the  Synod,  but  these  efforts  have  thus  far  been  ansue 
cessful. 

To  the  several  items  presented  in  this  report,  the  Synod  will  doubt- 
less give  respectful  attention,  and  take  such  action  as  the  peculiar  and 
pressing  needs  in  each  case  require.  It  will  also  devolve  upon  the 
Synod  to  act  on  the  appointment  of  Rev.  G,  B.  Russell  as  asdociate 
Editor  of  the  "  Messenger/'  to  elect  a  permanent  Editor  for  the 
*"  Kirchenzeitung/'  and  to  make  provision  for  the  perpetuation  of  the 
Board  itself,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Charter  under  which 
it  is  now  acting. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board, 

D.  W.  GROSS,  Fresidenl. 

Oct.  22,  1869. 

In  connection  with  the  reception  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Publication,  the  Synod  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  Y.  Oerhart  in  the  chair,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  general  subject  of  publication.  After  the 
subject  was  fully  discussed,  the  Committee  arose  and  reported,  sub- 
mitting as  the  result  of  its  deliberations,  the  following  resolutions,  with 
the  intervening  preamble,  to  the  Synod,  which  were  received  and 
adopted: 

Rexolvedy  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Synod 
should  instruct  its  Board  of  Publication,  that  hereafter  no  book  shall 
be  published  except  it  first  receive  the  joint  endorsement  of  three 
fourths  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Examiners  and  Book  Editors. 

Mesoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  Publication  be  instructed  to  re- 
commend the  election  of  a  German  Board  of  Examiners. 

Inasmuch  as  the  object  of  the  Synod  in  establishing  the  Book  Fand 
was  to  create  a  Church  literature  breathing  the  distinctive  spirit  of 
our  Church, 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Publication,  the  Book  Editor  and  the 
Book  Examiners,  be  hereby  instructed  to  be  strictly  governed  by  this 
principle  in  all  their  publications. 

Resoloed^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  on  Publiea 
tion  to  provide,  1)  for  the  publication  of  German  books  for  the  use  of 
Sunday-schools  and  families;  2)  for  continuing  the  publication  of  the 
*^Kirchenzeitung"  in  its  present  form;  and  3)  for  the  appointment 
of  a  German  book  Editor,  who  shall  also  be  the  editor  of  the  ''  Kirchen- 
zeitung,"  and  likewise  the  **  Lilmmerhirte/'  if  practicable. 

Resolved ^  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  requested  to  consider 
the  possibility  and  expediency  of  reducing  the  subscription  price  of 
the  **  Messenger." 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  to  superin- 
tend the  publication  of  the  "  Reformirte  Hausfreund,"  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Publication  : 
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Th  the  Stfnod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in.  seuion  at  Danville,  Pa,  • 

Reverend  BRSTHREK.-rThe  undersigDed  committee^  Id  ootn- 
plianoe  with  their  duty,  herewith  report  the  condition  of  the  ^*  Haus- 
freand,"  for  the  Synodical  year  just  closed. 

The  *' Hausfreund '^  surviyes  the  contingencies  and  has  passed 
tbrough  the  experiences  incident  to  every  newspaper.  In  the  midst 
of  loes  and  gain,  it  has  sustained  its  existence.  Members  have  de- 
clined to  receive  its  visits;  others,  to  a  greater  number,  have  so- 
licited them ;  and  with  many  it  has  gained  favor,  and  they  bid  it 
heartily  welcome,  so  that  its  continued  existenoais  tolerably  certain. 
Its  subscription  list  has  increased  to  about  3000.  The  receipts  de- 
rived therefrom,  cover  the  expenses;  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  how- 
ever, that  its  editor,  as  heretofore,  and  as  he  is  still  willing  to  do,  has 
performed  the  onerous  labors  of  his  position  without  any  compen- 
sation. We  accordingly  report  to  the  Eeverend  Synod,  the  certain 
continuation  of  our  *^  Hausfreund." 

The  mission  of  the  paper  is  no  insignificant  one  for  us  East  Penn- 
sjlvanians.  We  feel  this  more  and  more.  In  many  respects  the 
^'  Hausfreund  "  renders  us  important  assistance  in  our  congregations. 
Ecclesiastical  intelligence  and  a  familiarity  with  the  enterprises  of  the 
Church  are  by  means  of  it  extended  and  promoted  amongst  our  mem- 
bers, and  there  is  every  prospect  that  a  corresponding  activity  will 
grow  out  of  this.  The  several  Boards  of  the  Church  have  had  oppor- 
tunity to  observe  this,  if  they  compare  their  present  receipts  from  this 
part  of  the  Church  with  those  of  former  years. 

The  *'  Hausfreund  *'  will  continue  to  seek  to  improve  its  charac- 
ter, and  more  and  more  to  fulfill  its  mission.  The  controversies  of  the 
Church  do  not  belong  to  its  sphere,  and  they  will  not  be  allowed  to 
interfere  with  its  aims.  It  seeks  to  bind  together  and  not  to  separate, 
and  to  unite  where  division  has  taken  place. 

Will  the  Keverend  Synod  continue  to  look  with  favor  upon  this 
unassuming  messenger  of  its  affection,  and  speak  a  good  word  for  it  to 
its  congregations ;  for  it  needs  to  be  circulated  in  yet  many  Pennsyl- 
vania German  families,  in  order  to  increase  its  usefulness. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  HELFRICH, 
C.  H.  LEINBACH, 
October  19th,  1869.  Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Publication  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received,  taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  documents  placed  in  the  hand)  of  the  Committee  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 
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1.  The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

2.  liesoIutioDS  of  instruotioQ  to  the  Committee  on  Pablicatiou 
adopted  by  Synod  in  committee  of  the  whole 

3.  Report  of  the  committee  to  superintend  the  publication  of  the 
'^  Reformirte  Hausfreund." 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  that  its  af- 
fairs have  been  carried  forward  with  characteristic  energy  and  zeal , 
dnrinp:  the  year.  From  the  6th  of  April  last  the  business  of  the 
Board  has  been  conduored  under  the  charter,  submitted  to  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Synod  at  its  last  annual  meeting.  According  to  the 
provision  of  this  Charter,  it  will  devolve  upon  Synod,  during  its  pres- 
ent sessions,  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  new  Board  of  Trustees. 
The  committee  would  recommend  the  re  election  of  the  present  Board. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  business  operations  of  the  Board  in  its  pres- 
ent locality,  where  a  providential  dispensation  seems  to  have  placed  it, 
are  increasing  year  by  year ;  and  that  its  success,  in  spite  of  the  pe- 
culiar difficulties  with  which  it  has  to  contend,  furnish  abundant 
evidence,  that  its  present  locality  is  the  proper  one,  and  that  it  were 
unwise  for  the  present,  at  least  until  sufficient  time  is  allowed  to  test 
fuHy  the  experiment,  to  tamper  with  its  present  location. 

A  full  and  satisfactory  statement  of  its  financial  condition,  furnished 
the  Board  by  its  Treasurer,  accompanies  the  report,  from  which  your 
Committee  gather  the  following.  The  receipts  of  the  Board  from  all 
sources  during  the  current  year  amount  to  $43,508.08.  Total  dis- 
bursements $44,866.17,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  disbursements 
have  exceeded  the  receipts  to  the  amount  of  $1,358.09.  There  has 
been  an  increase  of  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  $5,045  90,  but  at  the 
same  time,  an  increase  of  assets  to  the  amount  of  $10,767.07. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  year,  the  Board  associated  with  the  pres- 
ent Editor,  Rev.  G.  B.  Russell,  as  Co-Editor  of  the  '^  Reformed 
Church  Messenger/'  which  arrangement  Synod  will  be  required  to 
confirm. 

In  the  subscription  lists  of  the  church  periodicals,  it  appears,  that 
in  the  case  of  some  there  has  been  an  encouraging  increase,  whilst  in 
that  of  others  there  has  been  a  falling  off.  It  is  painfully  manifest  to 
your  Committee,  that  these  periodicals  are  not  so  extensively  circulated 
among  our  people  as  their  own  merits,  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
Church  demand.  This  is  owing  in  part  perhaps  to  the  present  price 
of  subscription,  in  the  case  of  the  "  Messenger,''  but  largely,  if  not 
mainly  in  the  case  of  all  our  periodicals,  to  the  want  of  a  definite  and 
systematic  effort  on  the  part  of  pastors  and  consistories  to  extend  their 
circulation.  Some  plan  ought  to  be  inaugurated,  and  persistently 
carried  forward,  until  a  copy  of  the  church  papers  is  placed  in  every 
family  of  the  Church  within  the  bounds  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  consider  our  German  Publication  interests  of  great 
importance,  and  as  it  feels  the  neglect  of  the  past  in  this  direction, 
it  is  convinced,  that  proper  measures,  the  end  of  which  may  be  realized 
in  future,  to  encourage  these  interests,  will  compensate  for  any  losses, 
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tbat  may  be  incurred  for  the  present.  The  resolatiooB  which  we  offer 
may  not  exactly  meet  the  present  need,  bat  they  look  forward  to 
changes,  which  ultimately  will  result  in  the  ends  desired. 

The  "  Hausfreund  "  continues  to  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  its  way, 
in  the  fulfilment  of  the  important  mission  for  which  it  was  started,  and 
which  it  is  so  successfully  fillin<r. 

The  "  Guardian/'  and  "  Child's  Treasury,"  have  been  carried  for- 
ward with  commendable  zeal  and  ability ;  meeting  with  increased 
favor  among  the  people. 

There  has  been  some  falling  off  in  the  subscription  list  of  the  ^'  Re- 
view." As  this  depends  perhaps  mainly  for  its  support  upon  the 
Alumni  of  the  College  and  Seminary,  the  Pastors  and  Elders  of  the 
congregations,  it  behooves  them  to  make  renewed  efforts  in  its  behalf; 
so  as  to  make  it  self-supporting. 

Your  Committee  take  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  increased  activity 
manifested  in  the  Book  Publishing  department.  The  long-looked-for 
period  in  the  history  of  the  Reformed  Church  seems  to  be  dawning, 
whence  we  may  date  the  beginning  at  least  of  a  denominational  litera- 
ture, suited  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the  Church,  and  the  wants  of 
our  people.  The  Synod  realizes,  that  this  enterprise  may  become  a 
fountain  of  immense  good  for  the  Church  in  the  present,  and  for  all 
time  to  come,  if  animated  and  pervaded  by  the  distinctive  denomina- 
tional life  of  the  Reformed  Church,  but  a  useless  expenditure  of  energy 
and  means,  and  perhaps  an  engine  of  positive  injury  to  the  Church, 
if  not  well  guarded  in  this  direction.  We  have  a  distinctive  mission 
to  fulfil  in  the  sacramental  boats  of  God*s  Church,  or  we  have  none. 
If  we  have  one,  as  we  believe  we  have,  and  that  it  is  distinctive  in  its 
nature,  it  becomes  at  once  a  vital  question,  as  to  what  shall  be  the 
animus  and  character  of  the  literature,  that  may  pass  through  the 
hands  of  the  Board  for  dissemination  throughout  the  Church. 

As  the  object  of  the  Synod  in  the  establishment  of  the  Board  was 
to  create  a  church  literature,  breathing  the  distinctive  spirit  of  our 
Church,  it  is  expected  that  the  Board  of  Publication,  the  Book 
Editors,  and  the  Boards  of  Examiners  shall  confine  themselves  strictly, 
in  all  their  publications,  to  the  expressed  wishes  of  Synod  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

Summing  up  the  foregoing  the  Committee  would  suggest  the  fol- 
lowing action  : 

Resolved^  1.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Publication,  to 
reappoint  the  present  Editor  of  the  *^  Kirchenzeitung/'  for  the  present 
year,  giving  to  the  Board  full  liberty  to  make  such  changes,  if  occa- 
sion demand,  as  to  combine  the  contemplated  German  Book  Editor- 
ship with  that  of  the  **  Kirchenzeitung  "  or  '*  Lammerhirte.'' 

Renolofdj  2.  That  we  request  the  Editor  of  the  "  Kirchenzeitung," 
to  edit  the  paper  in  a  more  popular  style,  without  lowering  its 
standard,  and  that  he  make  personal  efforts  by  way  of  correspondence 
with  pastors  of  German  congregations,  to  increase  the  subscription 
list. 
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Eesohed,  3.  That  Synod  proceed  to  elect  a  German  Book  Editor, 
together  with  three  others,  who  shall  constitute  a  German  Board  of 
Examiners. 

Eeioloed,  4.  That  the  German  Book  Editor  be  instructed  to  leeare, 
if  possible,  for  the  Publication  of  the  German  Sunday-school  Books, 
the  use  of  the  five  hundred  dollar  fund,  which  was  donated  to  the 
General  Synod  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schaff,  during  the  tercentenary  year, 
and  which  Synod  resolved  to  appropriate  to  this  object. 

Ee$olved,  5,  That  hereafler  no  Book  be  published  by  the  Board, 
unless  it  shall  have  received  the  endomement  of  three-fourths  of  the 
respective  Boards  of  Examiners. 

Resolved,  6.  That  the  pastors,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod, 
be  ordered  to  bring  the  subject  of  the  circulation  of  the  authorised 
church  periodicals  before  their  oonsistorieS;  and  secure  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  or  more  suitable  persons  to  act  as  agents  in  extending 
their  circulation,  and  that  the  pastors  report  the  result  to  their  respec- 
tive Classes,  at  their  next  ensuing  annual  meeting. 

Resolved^  7.  That  a  special  Committee  be  appointed,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  the  subject  of  securing  a  Publishing  House  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  to  devise  some  plan  for  raising  funds  for  this  purpose,  and  also 
for  the  Book  Concern. 

BespectfuUy  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  APPLE, 
WM.  M.  LANDIS, 
J.  S.  KIEFFBR, 
J.  B.  KNIEST, 
H  P.DIEHL, 

Commiltee. 

Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  and  Elders  Daniel  W.  Gross  and  Adam 
B.  Wingerd  were  appointed  a  committee  to  propose  the  order  of  suc- 
cession of  the  Trustees  of  the  Board  of  Publication  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Charter,  and  report  at  the  next  annual  sessions  of 
Synod. 

The  appointment  of  the  Rev.  George  B.  Russell  as  Associate  Editor 
of  the  ''  Messenger"  was  confirmed. 

Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  John  B.  Kniest  and  Marcus  Bachman 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  a  German  Book  Editor  and  a 
German  Board  of  Examiners.  This  committee  submitted  their  re- 
port, which  was  received,  amended  and  adopted.  The  Rev.  Nicholas 
Gehr  was  appointed  German  Book  Editor,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommeodation  of  the  committee,  and  the  Re7.  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr., 
John  B.  Kniest  and  Marcus  Bachman  were  appointed  the  German 
Board  of  Examiners. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  Y.  Gerhart  was  substituted  in  the  place  of  the 
Rev.  Nicholas  Gehr  in  the  English  Board  of  Examiners. 

In  response  to  the  sixth  resolution  contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Publication,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 
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Hesohed,  That  the  pastors  of  the  respective  charges  he  requested  to 
report  some  responsible  person  to  the  Business  Agent  of  the  Pablica- 
lion  Board,  who  will  set  as  agent  of  the  Board  in  his  charge. 

Rev.  George  B.  Rossell  Dr.  Samnel  R.  Fisher,  Dr.  Samuel  H. 
Oiesy,  and  Elders  Charles  Santee  and  George  Gelbach  were  appointed 
the  committee  called  for  in  the  last  resolution  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 


The  request  of  the  Classis  of  MercersBurg  in  relation  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  agents  of  unauthorised  publications,  reported  bj  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Classes,  was  taken  into  consideration  in  connec- 
tion with  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication, when  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

jRegohed,  That  this  Synod  emphatically  pronounces  its  disapproval 
of  the  efforts  complained  of  by  the  Classis  of  Mercersburg,  by  certain 
persons,  to  discourage  the  circulation  of  the  authorized  publications 
of  the  Church,  and  declares  that  all  such  efforts  are  evidences  of  dis- 
affection, and  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Publication  be  directed 
to  this  subject,  with  a  view  to  their  dbcovering,  and  if  possible,  sub- 
jecting to  discipline,  parties  guilty  of  such  efforts. 

Resolvedj  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  requested  to  make 
special  efforts  to  be  fully  assured,  that  tbe  agents  whom  they  employ, 
are  in  sympathy  with  the  spirit  and  theology  of  our  Church. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  In  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Scb'liff,  in  refer- 
enee  to  the  German  Hymn  Book  prepared  by  himself  and  others,  pre- 
sented to  the  Synod  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  1859,  as  found  on  pages 
105  to  108  of  its  Minutes,  it  is  stated,  that  he  has  made  an  agreement 
with  one  ofxhe  publishing  houses  in  Philadelphia^  for  the  publication 
of  said  hymn  book,  in  which  is  "  expressly  reserved  for  Synod,  the 
right  to  the  purchase  of  the  copyright,  on  the  simple  condition  of  pay- 
ing the  expenses  and  assuming  the  stock  on  hand  at  cost ;" 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  present  attitude  of  this  subject,  and  if  found  unchanged,  to 
effect  the  purchase  of  the  said  copyright,  in  case  they  shall  deem  it 
expedient  lo  do  so. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resohedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  secure  as  soon 
as  possible  the  manuscripts  and  books  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Henry 
Harbaagh,  with  a  view  to  the  publication  of  the  manuscripts,  or  as 
many  of  them  as  may  be  deemed  desirable  to  put  into  this  form. 

Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  Uriah  H.  Heilman  and  Dr.  £manucl 
y.  Gcrhart  constitute  this  committee. 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  V .  Oerhart  was  requested  to  furuisb  a  copj 
of  the  sermoD,  preached  by  him  at  the  opeoibg  of  the  eessious  of 
Synod,  for  publication  in  the  "  Reformed  Church  Messenger."  A 
similar  request  was  made  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  in  regard 
to  the  sermon  preached  by  him  on  the  Monday  evening  included  in 
the  sessions  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XX.  . 
CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

A  delegate  secunditSj  having  been  notified  by  a  delegate  primarius 
to  attend  the  sessions  of  Synod  in  his  place^  after  he  had  failed  to  se- 
cure the  attendance  of  his  regular  secundus^  his  right  to  a  seat  in 
preference  to  other  seimndi  in  advance  of  him  on  the  list,  was  called 
in  question,  on  the  ground,  that  he  was  not  the  regular  secundum  in 
the  case.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Bmanuel  V.  Gerhart,  Samuel  N.  Gallender 
and  John  F.  Busche  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  a  minute 
defining  the  relations  of  primarii  and  secundi  delegates.  This  com- 
mittee submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted, 
and  the  naaie  of  the  delegate  secunduSy  whose  right  to  a  seat  was 
called  in  question,  enrolled  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of  the  order,  in 
which  secundi  are  to  take  the  place  of  primarii  as  delegates  on  the 
floor  of  Synod,  respectfully  recommend  to  Synod  the  adoption  of  the 
following : 

(1)  The  Synod  will  always  recognize  the  authority  of  a  Classis  to 
determine  the  order  in  which  it  prefers  to  be  represented  by  alternates, 
as  expressed  by  a  formal  rule  or  established  custom,  or  by  special  act, 
and  recommends  to  every  Classis,  in  some  form  or  other,  to  determine 
the  order  of  representation. 

(2)  If,  in  the  absence  of  any  rule,  custom^  or  special  act,  a  prima- 
rius, who  cannot  in  person  represent  his  Classis,  or  be  represented  by 
his  proper  alternate,  shall  provide  Synod  with  a  delegate  in  the  person 
of  any  other  alternate.  Synod  will  recognise  this  provision  o£  e^  prima- 
rius, and  give  it  precedence. 

(3)  In  the  absence  of  such  special  provision  by  a  primarius^  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  shall  call  over  the  names  of  the  alternates  in 
the  order  in  which  they  are  furnished  by  the  Classis. 

(4)  An  alternate  admitted  to  a  seat,  cannot,  without  his  consent, 
be  superseded  by  any  other  alternate,  who  may  precede  him  on  the 
list. 

(5)  Synod  recommends  to  all  the  Classes  to  arrange  the  names  of 
primarii  and  secundi,  according  to  the  number  of  votes,  which  they 
receive. 

E.  V.  GERHART, 
8.  N.  CALLENDER, 
J.  F.  BUSCHE, 

Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  Overtares  reported  a  memorial  from  sandry 
G-erman  aiDiBters  io  coQDection  with  this  Synods  asking  Synod  to 
adopt  Buch  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  German  Classes,  on  territory  occupied  at  the  same  time  by 
i^Dglish  Classes.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  a  committee  consist- 
ing of  the  Rev.  John  F.  Busohe,  Charles  H.  Leinbach,  J.  C.  Julius 
ICurtz,  and  Elders  George  H.  Mengel  and  John  Lutz.  To  the  same 
committee  was  also  referred,  the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia, 
relatiog  to  the  same  subject.  This  committee  submitted  the  follow- 
iDg  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia 
Classis,  and  the  memorial  of  several  German  brethren,  looking  to  tlze 
formation  of  German  Classes,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  taken  the  subject  into  proper  consideration,  and  are 
impressed  with  the  reasonableness  and  importance  of  the  object  aimed 
at  by  the  Classis  and  the  memorialists.  The  creating  of  Cldsses  com- 
posed of  German  congregations,  on  the  same  territory  occupied  by 
Knglish  Classes,  must  contribute  essentially  to  the  promotion  of  the 
interests  of  the  German  portion  of  the  Church,  and  at  the  same  time, 
also,  greatly  add  to  the  prosperity  of  our  English  congregations.  The 
committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution  for  adoption  : 

Hesoloed,  That,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Classis  of 
Philadelphia,  and  of  the  memorialists,  the  General  Synod  be  requested 
to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  secure  such  modification  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Church,  as  will  provide  for  the  organization  of  German 
Classes  on  territory  occupied  at  the  same  time  by  English  Classes. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

J.  F.  BUSCHE, 
J.  C.  J.  KUllTZ, 
C.  H.  LEINBACH, 
G.  H.  MENGEL, 
JOHN  LUTZ, 

CommiUee. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported  the  action  of  the 
Synod  at  Uagerstown,  deferring  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Lay  Baptism,  presented  to  the  Sjnod  at  Baltimore, 
uDtil  the  present  sessions.  The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  also 
reported  the  action  of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  asking  Synod 
to  give  a  definite  decision  on  the  subject  discussed  in  the  above  report, 
without  delay.  The  request  of  the  Classis  was  referred  to  a  committee 
oonsisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart 
and  Samuel  N.  Callender.  This  committee  submitted  the  following 
report : 

The  committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  an  answer  to 
the  request  of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject  of  Lay 
Baptism,  jrecommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  Minute  : 
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The  ease  wbioh  gave  rise  to  this  request,  was  that  of  the  baptUm  of 
a  child  by  its  mother,  when  it  was  thought  the  child  would  not  life, 
and  00  minister  oould  be  procured.  When  the  child  grew  up,  aod 
came  forward  for  confirmation,  the  question  of  the  validity  of  its  bap- 
tism came  up,  the  mother  insisting  that  it  was  valid.  The  case  was 
referred  by  the  pastor  to  the  Classis,  and  from  thence  to  this  Synod. 
Without  considering  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  give  judgmeot  at 
large  on  the  general  subject  of  Lay-Baptism,  this  Synod,  looking  sim- 
ply at  the  particular  case,  out  of  which  the  question  from  the  Claasis 
of  East  Pennsylvania  has  arisen,  declares  the  baptism  reported,  on  the 
supposition  of  its  having  been  performed  regularly  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  have  been  valid,  and  such  as  to  need 
no  repetition.  Every  such  case,  however,  where  the  subject  of  the 
baptism  continues  in  life,  ought  to  be  formally  examined  and  publicly 
acknowledged  by  the  minister  of  the  Church  to  which  it  belongs  ]  and 
should  there  be  serious  doubt  in  regard  to  the  fact  of  its  having  been 
rightly  performed,  recourse  ought  to  be  had  for  the  relief  of  ail  con- 
cerned, to  what  is  known  as  hypothetical  baptism. 

J.  W.  NEVIN, 
E.  V.  GERHART, 
S.  N.  CALLENDER, 

Committee. 

Ailer  considerable  discussion  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  until  the  next  Annual  Sessions  of  Synod,  to  be 
taken  up  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions  at 
10  o'clock. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  called  attention  to  the  action 
of  the  Synod  at  its  last  annual  sessions,  appointing  a  committee  to  re- 
port on  the  relations  Elders  sustain  to  Pastors.  This  committee  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  last  Synod  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion. What  relattofu  do  Elders  nutain  to  Pastors  f  report  respectfully 
as  follows : 

In  its  wide  sense,  the  term  Elder  agrees  with  Presbyter,  which  is 
used  interchangably  again  in  the  New  Testament  with  Bishop. 
What  was  thus  a  general  common  office  in  the  beginning,  underwent 
afterwards  a  double  distinction ;  resolving  itself  in  the  Episcopal 
system  into  bishops  and  presbyters,  and  in  the  Presbyterian  system 
into  Pastors  or  Preaching  Elders  and  Ruling  Elders.  Some  have 
pretended  to  find  this  seoond  class  of  Elders,  as  a  separate  order,  in 
the  New  Testament ;  but  it  is  generally  admitted  now  that  this  is  a 
mistake.  All  we  can  say  is,  that  the  New  Testament  Eldership  in- 
cluded in  it  the  two  difierent  functions  of  preaching  and  ruling; 

^  that  the  Church  had  a  right  to  derive  from  this,  as  she  did  in 
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latter  tioieSy  tbe  iostitution  of  ruling  elders;  just  as  at  a  verj  early  day 
the  episcopate  also  was  drawn  forth  from  the  hosom  of  the  same  com- 
mon office.  In  any  view,  however,  ministers  of  the  word  and  modern 
elders  are  to  he  considered  as  having  part  originally  in  the  same 
preneral  Divine  commission  and  work.  Radically  their  office  is  one. 
They  are  alike  put  into  the  same  Christian  ministry  (in  its  hroad  view) 
by  the  Saviour  Himself,  which  they  are  required  alike  then  to  ex- 
ercise also  by  His  authority  and  for  His  praise. 

"  No  such  office,"  as  we  are  told  in  the  Liturgy,  "  is  of  merely 
human  origin  or  authority.  There  are  diversities  of  gifts,  and  differ- 
ences of  administrations,  in  the  Church ;  but  all  proceed  from  tbe 
same  Lord  through  the  power  of  one  and  the  same  Spirit.  Men  may 
be  chosen  and  called  to  their  particular  ministr}'  by  the  voiqe  of  their 
fellow-men ;  but  their  ministry  itself  comes  to  them  not  from  earth, 
bat  from  heaven ;  not  from  the  people  they  serve,  but  from  God.  Its 
rights  and  powers,  its  duties  and  responsibilities,  all  flow  from  that 
jurisdiction  of  Christ  in  His  Church,  which  is  the  fruit  of  His  glori- 
ous resurrection,  and  which  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  new  order  of  life 
and  power  in  the  world,  extending  with  real  unbroken  succession 
from  the  day  of  Pentecost  onward  continually  to  the  end  of  time." 

Ruling  elders,  thus,  are  not  properly  lay  delegates  simply,  as  they 
are  sometimes  called,  in  the  sense  of  representing  the  people  of  the 
Church  over  against  the  ministry ;  as  political  delegates,  for  example, 
are  chosen  by  a  body  of  constituents  to  utter  their  collective  mind  and 
voice.  It  is  a  degradation  to  the  Christian  Eldership  to  conceive 
of  it  in  any  such  low  view  as  this.  Elders  are  not  what  committee 
men  are  in  the  Congregational  system,  nor  what  mere  vestry-men  are 
in  the  Episcopal  sjstem.  They  are  part  of  the  general  presbyterate, 
of  which  the  ministers  of  the  word  are  another  part.  In  every  con- 
gregation, the  minister  or  pastor  and  the  elders  form  together  a  Con- 
sistory or  joint  college,  charged  in  common  with  its  spirituul  interesfs. 
Tbe  pastor  is  the  head  of  the  college^  the  presiding  elder  of  the  body, 
to  whom  is  committed  especially  the  dispensation  of  the  word  and 
sacraments ;  while  the  other  elders  stand  round  him  as  advisers  and 
helpers  in  the  general  work  of  overseeing  and  caring  for  the  flock. 

Hence  their  duties^  as  described  in  our  office  for  their  ordination. 
^'  They  are  bound  to  take  part  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  so  far  as 
it  has  to  do  with  this  pastoral  oversight  and  rule.  They  are  to  be 
the  advisers  and  counsellors  of  the  minister  in  his  episcopal  trust; 
they  are  to  be  to  him  as  hands  and  eyes,  acting  with  him  and  for 
him,  and  representing  his  presence  throughout  the  congregation. 
It  is  their  province  to  go  before  the  flock  in  the  way  of  Christian 
example,  to  watch  over  it  in  the  Lord,  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
its  spiritual  welfare,  to  feel  a  responsibility  for  it«  condition,  to  be  at 
hand  in  all  circumstances  with  spiritual  aid  for  its  necessities  and 
wants.  It  belongs  to  them,  in  virtue  of  their  office,  to  visit  the  sick 
and  the  aflSicted,  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  to  admonish  such  as  are  out 
of  the  way,  to  warn  the  unruly,  to  command  and  rebuke  with  au<tho]:ily 
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in  Christ*8  name.  To  them,  moreover,  in  conjunction  with  the  pastor, 
belongs  the  whole  discipline  of  the  Church,  the  power  of  the  keys^ 
88  exercised  both  in  the  form  of  censure  and  in  the  form  of  absola- 
tion." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that,  in  such  "  conjunction  with  the 
pastor/'  ruling  eMers  have,  of  course,  no  office  which  is  not  at  the 
same  time  also  his  office  as  well  as  theirs ;  and  that  it  would  be  a 
monstrous  abuse  of  their  ministry,  therefore^  to  suppose  that  it  might 
be  properly  exercised  in  the  government  of  the  Church  without 
his  being  allowed,  in  any  way,  to  take  part  in  it.  He  is  by  the  very 
conception  of  his  office,  as  already  said,  the  presuiing  elder  of  the 
body  or  college  of  ciders,  and  this  cannot  be  complete  in  its  powers 
and  functions  without  his  headship.  A  consistory  which  should  ex- 
clude the  minister  from  its  sessions,  and  pretend  to  govern  the  congre- 
gation, independently  of  him,  and  without  him,  as  though  it  were  a 
superior,  separate  power,  would  be  a  preposterous  anomaly,  which 
must  subvert  in  the  end  the  true  idea  of  Church  Government 
altogether. 

Such^  in  a  general  view,  is  the  relation  of  the  ministry  of  the  ruling 
elder  in  our  Church,  to  the  ministry  of  the  pastor. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Nevin,  Chairman. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  report  be  published  in  our  church  papers  in 
both  the  English  and  German  languages,  together  with  such  remarks 
as  the  author  of  the  report  may  think  proper  to  add. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  requested  to  publish 
the  report,  together  with  the  additional  remarks,  in  tract  or  pamphlet 
form  in  both  the  German  and  English  languages. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  a  memorial  from  members 
of  the  Clarion,  St.  Paul's  and  West  New  York  Classes,  asking  that 
these  several  Classes  be  dismissed  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
Synod,  in  connection  with  the  Classes  of  Westmoreland,  of  the  Synod 
of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States.  The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes 
also  reported  the  action  of  the  several  Classes  named,  embodying 
similar  requests.  The  memorial  and  the  action  of  the  Glasses  were 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller,  Charles 
H.  Leinbach,  William  M.  Reily,  and  Elders  Thomas  Deshier  and 
Joshua  Motter.  This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  eommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  the  Classes 
of  Clarion,  St.  Paul  and  West  New  York,  for  their  dismissal  at  this 
time  from  this  Synod,  with  the  view  to  the  formation,  in  connection 
with  the  Cbissis  of  Westmoreland,  of  a  District  Synod,  respectfally 
report. 
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That  they  have  carefully  considered  this  request,  and  have  listened 
to  the  statements  of  the  representatives  of  the  several  Classes,  and  feel 
tbat  the  claim  of  these  brethren  is  strong  in  itself  and  strengthened 
by  peculiar  circumstances  surrounding  them ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  the  request  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  and  that 
they  be,  and  hereby  are,  dismissed  from  this  Synod  (Synod  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States),  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  the  contemplated  District  Synod,  and  that  so  soon  as  the 
said  Synod  be  organized;  their  relation  to  this  Synod  shall  cease. 

J.  O.  MILLER, 
W.  M.  REILY, 
JOSHUA  MOTTER, 
THOMAS  DESHLER. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported  the  action  of  the 
General  Synod  held  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  November,  1866,  declaring 
the  ^'  Order  of  Worship,''  prepared  under  the  direction  of  this  Synod^ 
to  be  ''  a  book  proper  to  be  used  in  the  families  and  congregations  of 
our  Church."  The  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of 
the  Rev.  Geo.  Dering  Wolfif,  Samuel  Miller,  Martin  A.  Smith,  and  El- 
ders Henry  Wirt,  and  Adam  B.  Wingerd.  This  committee  submit- 
ted the  following  report,  which  was  received,  taken  up  item  by  item, 
and  adopted: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  action  of  the  Synod  at 
Dayton  upon  the  subject  of  the  Liturgy,  respectfully  report  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  for  adoption : 

JResohedf  That  this  Synod  reiterates  its  approbation  of  the  action 
of  the  General  Synod  of  Dayton. 

JSestolvedj  That  in  the  light  of  its  whole  experience  from  the  first 
inception  of  its  Liturgical  movement,  up  to  the  present  time^  and  par- 
ticularly in  view  of  the  experience  of  the  last  few  years,  this  Synod  re- 
affirms its  past  decisions  respecting  the  **  Order  of  Worship." 

Resolved y  That  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  Synod,  that  no  action  is 
required,  at  present,  in  regard  to  the  "  Order  of  Worship,"  beyond 
tbat  taken  by  the  Synod  at  Dayton,  which  this  Synod  has  always  ap- 
proved, and,  now  solemnly  declares  to  be  also  its  action. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod,  each  Synod  should 
be  lef\  to  freely  work  out  its  own  solution  of  the  Liturgical  question, 
on  the  basis  of  the  action  taken  by  the  General  Synod  at  Dayton. 

Resolved^  That  iir  accordance  with  the  principle  of  the  action  of 
the  General  Synod  at  Dayton,  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Synod,  that  the 
Western  Liturgy  should  be  placed  on  the  same  basis,  on  which  the 
'*  Order  of  Worship  "  has  been  placed,  in  case,  on  examination  by  the 
General  Synod,  it  be  found  that  it  is  a  book  *'  proper  to  be  used  in  the 
congregations  and  families  of  the  Reformed  Church." 

Resolved^  That  it  is  due  especially  to  the  German  portion  of  our 
Church,  that  no  further  action  should  be  taken  in  reference  to  the 
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"  Order  of  Worship  "  antil  an  opportunity  sball  have  been  afforded 
them  to  have  this  ^^  Order  of  Worship/'  and  pat  it  fairly  on  trial  ia 
their  own  language,  in  order  that  our  German  as  well  as  our  English 
congregations  may  judge  of  its  adaptation  to  its  wants,  and  that, — to 
use  the  language  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Oeneral  Synod  at  Dayton, 
— ''  the  movement  in  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  reference  to 
Liturgical  Worship  should  be  left  to  work  out  its  legitimate  results  in 
a  free  and  untrammeled  way/' 

Resolved^  That,  as  it  appears  that  a  translation  of  the  "  Order  of 
Worship  "  into  the  German  language  has  been  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  in  accordance  with  permis- 
sion granted  by  the  Synod  of  Baltimore,  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed by  this  Synod,  who  shall  examine  the  translation  referred  to, 
and  if  found  satisfactory,  shall  give  it  their  approval ;  and  the  Board 
of  Publication  be  instructed  to  proceed  in  its  publication  with  all 
due  expedition,  in  case  it  meet  the  approval  of  said  committee. 

GEO.  DERING  WOLFF, 

S.  MILLER, 

M.  A.  SMITH, 

H.  WIRT, 

A.  B.  WINGERD, 

Committee, 

The  Rev.  John  W.  Nevin,  Samuel  Miller,  John  F.  Busche,  John 
B.  Kniest,  and  Benjamin  Bausman  constitute  the  committee  called 
for  in  the  last  resolution  in  the  above  report. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  President  of  the  Synod 
at  Hagerstown,  who  had  been  appointed,  for  the  purposes  specified,  to 
visit  the  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  in  Philadelphia,  and 
adopted : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  convened  at  Danville,  Oct.  20th,  1S69. 

The  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  convened  at  Hagerstown  in  October,  1868,  to  visit  Christ 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  to  represent  certain  action  taken  by  said 
Synod,  &c,,  respectfully  reports, 

That  he  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  him.  He  visited  Phila- 
delphia the  second  Sunday  aAer  the  adjournment  of  Synod,  and 
preached  a  sermon  in  Christ  Church,  in  which  he  explained  the 
action  of  Synod,  and  endeavored  to  give  such  encouragement  and 
counsel  to  that  congregation  as  he  deemed  appropriate. 

THOS.  G.  APPLE. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Claases  reported  as  irregular,  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Olas^  of  Philadelphia,  carrying  the  case  of  Rev.  Dr. 
John  H,  A.  Bomberger  directly  to  the  General  Synod  in  a  judicial  form. 
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This  item  was  referred  to  a  commtttee,  consistiog  of  the  Rev.  Jacob 
O.  Miller,  Dr.  Emaouel  Y.  Qerhart,  William  C.  Cremer,  and  Elders 
Joseph  Laubach,  and  William  A.  Wilt.     This  committee  submitted 
the  followiog  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  item  2,  reported  among 
Irregularities,  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  present  the 
following  report : 

1.)  The  case  submitted  to  them,  they  find  to  be  a  complaint  from 
be  Classis  of  Philadelphia  against  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  Hagers- 
town  \  and  a  petition  to  the  General  Synod  to  decide,  *^  whether  the 
proceedings  were  regular  and  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  and 
customs  of  the  Reformed  Church,"  in  causing  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bom- 
berger,  one  of  its  delegates,  to  retract,  what  they  deemed  offensive  and 
slanderous  language,  under  penalty  of  excluding  him  from  the  privi- 
lege of  a  seat  amon;;  them.  Your  committee  consider  this  question 
to  be  purely  a  question  of  privilege^  which  is  recognized  universally, 
as  belonging  to  all  legislative  and  deliberative  bodies  everywhere, 
and  are  of  the  opinion,  that  every  such  body  has  a  right  to  decide 
for  itself,  what  it  considers  offensive  and  slanderous.  The  Synod  of 
Hngerstown,  by  their  action  in  the  case,  did  not  pretend  to  take  from 
Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger  his  office  as  a  minister  or  delegate  of  said 
Classis,  but  said  in  ^AetV  judgment  he  was  unworthy  of  their  associa- 
tion, so  long  as  he  did  not  retract,  what  <A«v  deemed  offensive  and  slan- 
derous language  against  their  reverend  body.  Moreover,  your  committee 
deem,  that  the  Synod  at  Hagerstown  adopted  the  mildest  course  that 
charity  and  justice  to  its  character  could  suggest  in  the  premises. 
For  had  they  followed  the  suggestions  of  their  committee,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Synod  might  have  been  more  severe  in  the  case. 

2.)  Your  committee  consider,  that  the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Phila- 
delphia in  this  case  involves  more  than  petition  (the  right  of  which 
no  one  disputes),  and  b  virtually  a  complaint  against  the  Synod  of 
Hagerstown,  involving  an  investigation  and  process  of  trial,  looking 
to  a  final  decision  in  the  case;  and  inasmuch  as  the  Synod  has  not 
received  any  notice  officially  of  such  complaint,  the  action  of  said 
Classis  of  Philadelphia  was  irregular. 

3.)  Your  committee  would  recommend,  that  this  case  of  complaint 
and  petition,  on  the  part  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  already  appointed  to  take  charge  of  all  Synod's 
interests  before  the  General  Synod. 

J.  0.  MILLER, 
E.  V.  GERHART, 
W.  C.  CREMER, 
W.  A.  WILT, 
JOSEPH  LAUBACH, 
Committee, 


.   70 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported  as  an  irregularity, 
the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  deciding  finally  in  the  caaje 
of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Beinhauer  in  his  absence,  suspending  him  from  the 
office  of  the  holy  ministry.  This  action  was  referred  to  a  comnaiUee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  John  F.  Busche,  and  T. 
Frank  Hoffmeier,  who  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  case  of  discipline  from  the 
Classis  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Beinhauer  was  arraigned  before  the  Claasis  of  Phil- 
adelphia, on  a  charge  affecting  his  moral  character.  The  trial  was 
regularly  entered  upon,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  the  hearing  of  the 
testimony.  At  this  point,  in  the  presence  of  defendant,  Classis  ad- 
journed to  a  subsequent  date.  Classis  again  met  in  pursuance  of  ad- 
journment, but  the  defendant  did  not  appear.  After  waiting  perhaps 
an  hour  for  him,  Classis,  being  persuaded  that  he  was  cognizant  of 
the  hour  of  adjournment,  proceeded  to  consider  the  case,  and  adjudg- 
ing him  guilty,  passed  sentence  of  suspension  from  the  office  of  the 
Christian  ministry  upon  him.  From  this,  it  will  appear,  that  the  de- 
fendant had  no  opportunity  of  making  his  defence  in  the  form  of  a 
formal  plea,  which  he  has  since  considered  a  great  wrong  and  an  act 
of  injustice  on  the  part  of  Classis.  He  has  not  since  made  any 
proper,  constitutional  effort  to  have  his  case  opened  for  a  rehearing. 
Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia 
acted  rightly  in  the  premises,  upon  the  principle  that  a  defendant  cannot 
arrest  the  progress  of  his  trial  by  absenting  himself  from  court;  and 
that  the  proper  course  for  the  defendant  in  this  case,  if  he  considers 
himself  wronged,  is  to  ask  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  for  an  opening  of 
his  case,  and  if  he  can  justify  his  absence  above  referred  to,  she  oaght 
to  grant  his  request  and  hear  his  plea. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.  CALLENDER,  Chairman. 


As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  the  Classis  of 
Philadelphia  requested  Synod  to  reiterate  its  action,  requiring  minis- 
ters to  connect  themselves  with  the  Classis,  in  the  bounds  of  which 
they  reside.  In  response  to  this  request  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod,  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  requires  every  minister  to  connect  himself  with  the 
Classis,  in  the  bounds  of  which  he  resides. 

*v  ^c°^i™^?.^  ^^  delegates  to  the  Synod  at  Hagerstown  were  abaent  at 
the  final  roll  call.  The  action  of  the  several  Classes  in  the  case  of 
their  own  delegates  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
i.iasses,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  they  were  generally  excused  hy 
Qeir  Olisses,  and  in  some  instances,  a  request  was  added  askin*^ 
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Synod  to  remove  the  censure  passed  upon  their  delcp^tes.  The  Rev. 
Jacob  O.  Miller,  John  VV.  Love,  George  B.  Addanis,  and  Elders 
Joshua  Motter,  and  Henry  Wirt  were  appointed  a  committee  tu,  re- 
port on  the  general  rule  relating  to  such  cases.  This  committee  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  report  a  rule,  governing  the  Synod 
in  excusing  its  members,  who  iuay  leave  the  Synod  without  permission, 
be*;:  leave  respectfully  to  report  the  following: 

Hesolvcd,  1st.  That  the  Synod  alotie  has  power  to  excuse  those^ 
i?1>o  absent  themselves  from  its  sessions  without  permission. 

fiesolved,  2d.  That  when  any  member  is  censured  by  the  Synod 
for  absence  without  permission,  the  censure  can  only  bo  removed  upon 
satisfactory  reasons  being  given  to  the  Synod,  either  in  person,  or 
through  the  Classis  which  he  represents. 

J.  0.  MILLER, 

GEO.  E.  ADDAMS, 

J.  W.  LOVE, 

HE;f^RY  WIRT, 

JOSHUA  MOTTER,     Committee. 

The  following  additional  resolution  was  adopted  : 
Resohedy  That  the  several  absentees  at  the  final  roll  call  at  the  last 
annual  sessions  of  Synod  be  excused. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  constitutional  relations  of  the  Synods  and  the 
General  Synod,  are  still  open  to  discussion  in  the  Church,  and, 
whereas  this  subject  will  be  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  ap- 
proaching General  Synod,  in  connection  with  the  revised  constitu- 
tion ;  therefore, 

Resolvedj  That  a  committee  of  ten  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  report 
expressing  the  sense  of  this  Synod,  upon  the  general  subject  of  these 
relations. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  Y.  Gerhart  be  the  chairman 
of  this  committee. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  Jacob  O.  Miller,  Dr.  Daniel  Gans, 
Johu  F.  Busche,  Samuel  N  Callender,  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Samuel 
Miller,  and  Elders  Daniel  W.  Gross  and  Joseph  Laubach,  constitute 
the  additional  members  of  the  committee  called  for  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions. 

This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted  : 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  concerning  the 
relation  of  the  General  Synod  to  the  Synods  and  Classes,  offer  the 
following  report : 

The  general  question  referred  for  consideration  to  your  committee, 
embraces  a  series  of  subordinate  questions,  which  pertain  to  the  pro- 
priety, organization  and  authority  of  the  General  Synod.  We  pre- 
sent them  in  their  natural  order : 
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1.  Should  the  or^anlzatioo  of  the  GerToan  Befortued  Church, 
under  a  General  Synod,  be  continued?  A  question  that  must  be 
weighed  and  decided  in  the  light  of  two  things;  the  one  is,  the 
broad  theological  differences  prevailing  between  the  Institutions  and 
a  majority  of  the  churches  of  the  West,  and  those  of  the  East;  the 
other,  that  this  Synod  cannot  recede  from  her  present  theolu^cal 
position,  nor  compromise  her  general  views  concerning  liturgical 
worship. 

2.  If,  notwithstanding  these  differences,  the  Church  ought  to  be 
thus  organized,  then,  should  the  General  Synod  possess  Qltimat-e 
logi^lative  and  judicial  authority,  like  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church ;  or  should  it  be  only  an  advisory  body,  like 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church  ? 

3.  If  the  General  Synod  ought  to  be,  not  an   advisory  body,  bn 
an  authoritative  court,  then  two  other  questions  arise : 

The  first  is,  How  should  the  General  Synod  be  constituted  ?  by  the 
Classes,  or  by  the  Synods?  Should  delegates  be  chosen  by  the 
lower  or  by  the  higher  judicatories? 

The  second  is,  Should  the  power  of  the  General  Synod  be  limited 
or  unlimited  ? 

4.  If  the  General  Synod  be  constituted,  not  by  the  Classes,  but 
by  the  S>nods,  then  should  all  the  Classes  be  represented  in  the 
delegates  chosen  by  the  Synods ;  or  should  the  Synod  choose  dele- 
gates irrespectively  of  their  connection  with  this  or  that  Clas&is  ? 

5.  If  the  power  of  the  General  Synod  be  unlimited,  then  should 
this  unlimited  power  be  both  judicial  and  legislative? 

6.  If  the  power  of  the  General  Synod  be  limited,  then  what  are 
the  powers  which  it  should  possess^  and  what  power  should  be  ulti- 
mate in  the  Synods  ? 

Inasmuch  as  the  General  Synod  is  engaged  in  revising  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Church,  and  as  these  are  questions  of  fundamental 
significance,  in  regard  to  which  there  are  serious  differences  of 
opiuion,  your  committee  recommend,  that  this  Synod  respectfully 
request  the  General  Synod  not  to  proceed  with  the  revision  of  the 
Constitution,  on  the  assumption  that  the  points  involved  in  these 
questions  have  been  satisfactorily  settled,  but  to  take  them  into 
earnest  consideration,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  reach  such  conclusions 
as  will  secure  a  more  efficient  and  harmonious  working  of  our  church 
organization.  Kespectfully  submitted, 

EMANUEL  V.  GERHART, 
JOHN  W.  NEVIN, 
JACOB  O.  MILLER, 
DANIEL  G^NS 
JOHN  F.  BUSCHE, 
SAMUEL  N.  CALLENDER, 
SAMUEL  R.  FISHER, 
SAMUEL  MILLER, 
DANIEL  W.  GROSS, 
^  JOSEPH  LAUBACH. 
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ARTICLE  XXL 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

A  commaoication  from  Mrs.  Lacioda  Wilson,  widow  of  the  late 
Kev.  Elijah  B.  WlIsod,  deceased,  asking  for  pecuniary  aid,  was  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Overtures.  The  C'^mmunication^  was 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Rev.  Franklin  J.  Mohr,  Jacob 
O  Miller,  Samuel  H.  Reid,  and  Elder  Henry  Wirt  This  commit- 
tee submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  case  of  Mrs.  Lucinda 
Wilson  would  respectfully  report  as  follows: 

Inasmuch  as  no  special  provision  is  made  for  such  cases  by  this 
Synod,  and  it  does  not  strictly  fall  within  the  province  of  this  body,  yet 
sympathizing  deeply  with  the  family  of  the  lamented  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson 
in  their  pressing  need, 

Resolved,  That  her  case  be  recommended  to  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  the  ^'  Widows'  Fund  Society,"  and  they  be  requested  to 
extend  such  assistance  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

F.  J.  MOHR, 
J.  0.  MILLER, 
S.  H.  REID, 
H.  WIRT. 

The  communioatioD  from  the  widow  was  also  referred  to  this  society. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported  the  action  of  Synod 
at  Hagerstown,  appointing  a  committee  to  raise  the  means  for  erect- 
ing a  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Har- 
baugh.     This  committee  submitted  the  following  report  : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  Hagerstown,  1868,  to 
solicit  funds  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monument  to  the  memory 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh,  deceased,  present  the  following 
report : 

In  the  judgment  of  your,  committee,  a  monument  ought  to  be  erect- 
ed, at  once  substantial  and  simple  in  design,  which  shall  answer  to 
t^e  prevailing  idea  concerning  the  genius,  spirit  and  character  of  this 
noble  servant  of  the  Church.  Such  a  monument  will  cost  not  less 
than  five  hundred  dollars.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  collect  this 
sum.  Though  there  is  a  general  willingness  on  the  part  of  ministers, 
elders  and  laymen  to  respond,  yet,  owing  to  the  great  stringency  in  the 
money  market  prevailing  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  we  have 
received  no  more  than  eighty- one  dollars.  There  is  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, as  to  the  practicability  of  collecting  the  small  sum  reqaired ; 
and  we  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  effort  be  continued  during  the 
ensuing  year. 

E.  V.  GERHART, 

Chairman, 

The  report  was  received,  adopted  and  the  committee  continued, 
with  instructions  to  proceed  immediately  to  carry  out  the  object  of 
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their  appointment.  Subscriptions  and  contributions  were  received 
from  the  members  of  Synod  and  others  present.  Contributions 
were  also  received  towards  the  erection  of  a  similar  monument  over 
the  grave  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Ranch,  first  President  of 
Marshall  Collei]:e.  In  each  case  an  amount  was  secured,  which,  it  is 
thought,  is  sufficient  to  secure  the  object  contemplated.  The  com- 
mittee was  authorized  to  receive  the  moneys  contributed  for  both 
purposes.     The  following  resolutions  were  subsequently  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  raise  the  means  for  the 
erection  of  the  Harbaugh  monument  be  empowered  to  procure  a 
proper  design  and  go  forward  in  the  erection  of  said  monument. 

Resolved^  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed  to  confer  with  the 
committee  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col- 
lege with  reference  to  the  Ranch  monument,  co  operating  with  the 
committee,  and  urge  forward  the  erection  of  the  same  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Synod,  that  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Bernard  C.  Wolff,  now  an  aged  father  in  our  midst,  for 
many  years  a  distinguished  pastor  of  our  Church,  and  more  recently 
a  Professor  of  Dogmatic  Theology  in  the  Seminary  at  Mercersburg, 
is  still  laboring  under  severe  personal  affliction;   therefore. 

Resolved^  That,  as  a  Synod,  we  do  not  forget  our  brethren  in  dis- 
tress, and  that  we  hereby  express  our  sincere  regret,  that  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Wolff  is  thus  withdrawn  from  his  active  ministerial  work,  and 
our  sympathy  with  him  and  his  family  in  their  affliction,  and  earn- 
estly pray,  that  this  providential  visitation  may  be  so  tempered  while 
it  lasts,  and  overruled  in  the  end,  as  to  be  made  to  issue  in  their 
spiritual  good  and  the  welfare  of  the  Church  at  large. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  fur- 
nish the  family  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wolff  with  a  copy  of  this  minute. 


The  Corresponding  Secretary  wis  requested  to  draft  a  minute  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  this  Synod,  in  regard  to  tho  affliction  of  the 
Rev.  John  Rebaugh.  He  subsequently  reported  the  following,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 

Whereas,  We  realize  the  truth  of  God's  Word,  where  it  sap: 
"  Whether  one  member  suffer,  all  the  members  suffer  with  it,"  and 
whereas,  we  learn  with  pain,  that  the  Rev.  John  Rebaugh  is  still 
held  under  the  power  of  the  severe  affliction,  which  seized  him  seve- 
ral years  ago,  separating  him  entirely  from  the  practical  work  of  the 
ministry,  in  which  his  heart  was  ever  deeply  enlisted  )  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  as  a  Synod,  we  hereby  express  our  sincere  sympa- 
thy with  the  Rev.  John  Rebaugh  and  his  family,  engaging,  at  the 
same  time,  to  remember  them  earnestly  at  the  throne  of  God's  grace, 
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beseecbing  the  Fattier  of  ill  mercies,  graclouBly  to  sut^taia  them,  and 
realize  to  them  the  rich  spiritual  benefits  of  their  affliction. 

Resohed,  That  the  CorrespondiDg  Secretary  be  iastruotcd  to  fifriiiiih 
the  fauilj  of  Itev.  John  Uebaugh  wiih  a  copy  of  thiamiDute. 

The  folloving  report  was  receiTcd  from  the  committee  iippoioted 
to  attend  to  the  Synod's  inl«reBt  in  certain  church  property  in  Wash- 
ington City : 


i-   COMMITTEE   ON   THE   WASniSGTON   Clil  1!(  n. 

The  committee  hare  held  several  meetings  during  the  y<  iir.  Tbey 
Tisited  Waahiogton,  both  as  a  full  committee  and  as  iudjviJij.il  mem- 
berg  of  the  same.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Maryhi:,)  ('lu&»is, 
before  which  the  committee  brought  the  case,  action  wus  .1-  <  tiikun, 
by  tihich  that  body  assumes  the  maia  labor  of  carrying  I  i  u:ir<i  the 
interest  of  ibat  promising  mission.  The  committee  of  ili.ii  Clnssis 
now  seem  to  have  the  main  care  of  the  property  in  diapji<  :  nnd  the 
immediate  wants  of  the  congregation  were  relieved  by  its  ij    ! 

Some  money  has  been  raised  in  relief  of  the  iDdebtedDi>-  ■!  the  or- 
ganizatioD.  Part  of  the  debt  baebeen  paid,  and  a  begiuiiiii^  I>,'i8  also 
been  made  towards testiogthe  rights  to  the  other  property  \u  dispute. 
Delays  have,  however,  bo  far  prevented  a  decision  in  eiihcr  case. 
The  prospec'B  are  deemed  favorable  for  the  Beformed  claim. 

If  the  Synod  sees  proper  to  continue  its  committee,  they  tvill  prose- 
cute the  case  before  the  courts,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  u  luvurablo 
verdict.  Bespeotfully  submitted. 

GEO.  B.  BUSS  l-:i,L, 
D.  ZACHAIilAS, 
J.  8.  FOULK. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  the  committee  continued. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  effort  to  enlarge  the  endowment  of  I'Vunklin 
and  Marshall  College  known  as  the  Dollar  Plan,  be  again  uri:tiJ  upua 
the  attention  of  our  pastors  and  consistories,  and  that  tbt.'\  ]•>:  i.'arn- 
estly  requested  to  carry  it  inl«  effect,  in  all  their  congregjiti  n--,  us  far 
as  practicable,  and  that  the  Classes  be  directed  to  take  BUt'li  iiii.M;^urcs 
as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  effective  action  within  their  i<.-j>uutive 
bounds. 

Retolved,  That  the  Classes  be  requested  to  report  to  the  ^jnod,  nt 
its  next  annual  sessions,  what  they  have  severally  done  in  iIil'  w^iy  of 
carrying  out  the  Dollar  Flan  within  their  respective  bounds. 

On  tbe  morning  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Hcv.  Hcorge 
E.  Addams,  John  W.  Love,  and  Elder-Joseph  Laubach,  wrre  up- 
pointed  a  committee,  through  whom  all  applications  for  leave  of  ab- 
sence must  be  presented  to  Synod. 
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The  following  preamble  and  resolations  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  This  Synod  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  two  yalaable 
works,  viz,,  '^A  Manual  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  "  and 
"  Hymns  of  the  Church ''  through  the  delegate  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,Hho  Rev.  John  B.  Thompson,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to  the  Synod 
of  that  Church,  and  that  these  books  be  placed  in  the  library  of  the 
Theological  Seminary. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegate  of  this  Synod  to  the  Synod  of  said 
Churchy  be  instructed  to  present  to  that  Reverend  Body  at  their  next 
annual  meeting,  a  copy  of  the  "  Provisional  Liturgy,"  and  a  copy  of 
the  •*  Order  of  Worship." 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth   day  of  the   sessions,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Emanuel  V.  Gerhart  made  some  statements  to  Synod  relative  to  the 
condition,  operation   and  claims  of  the  **  Society  for  the  Relief  of 
Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church." 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Trustees  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Nominations : 

Lancaster,  Oct.  19th,  1869. 

To   the  Rev.  Synod  of  the    German  Refomxed  Church,  Convened  at 
Danville,  Pa.,  Oct.  20th,  1869. 

Dear  Brethren  :  You  are  hereby  informed  that  the  term  of  office  of 
the  following  gentlemen,  as  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College, 
expires  at  this  meeting  of  S3'nod :  Rev.  B.  C.  Wolff,  D.D.,  Hon, 
Joseph  Laubach,  and  B  F.  Shenk ;  and  that  it  devolves  on  your 
honorable  body  to  elect  persons  to  fill  this  vacancy  for  the  next  tea 
years.  Very  respectfully  in  the  Lord, 

THEODORE  APPEL, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
Collaje, 

In  connection  with  the  election  of  delegates  to  Corresponding 
Bodies  and  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
oeunnary,  an  election  was  held  to  fill  the  vacancies  occurring  in 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklia  and  Marshall  College,  when  the 
following  persons  were  elected  for  a  term  of  ten  years :  Hon.  Joseph 
Laubach,  Benjamin  F.  Shenk  and  Aus'ustus  Shriver. 


On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Committee  on 
jNomuiations  pre:«ented  iheir  report.  It  was  received  and  adopted. 
The  election  was  ordered  to  be  held  on  the  afternoon  t»f  the  sixth 
day  of  the  sessioQs  at  3  o'clock,  and  the  Committee  on  Nominations 
'  '  *o  have  a  sufficient  number  of  ballots  printed  for  the  use  of 


Synod.  At  the  time  uppotDied  the  election  was  held.  Rev.  Jacob  0. 
Milter  and  P.  Seibert  Davis  viere  appointed  tellers,  trho  received  the 
ballots,  counted  them  and  reported  the  result  to  SyDod. 

ARTICLE  XXTI. 

RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

^he  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

■Retolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Sjnod  be  tendered  to  ilic  mem- 
bers of  Shiloh  Reformed  church  and  the  ciiiseoe  of  Dam:!!.',  who 
have  BO  kindly  entertained  its  memberB,  dnring  its  present  si'^sions,. 
and  that  thia  resolution  be  read  from  the  pulpit  and  publishut  in  the 
papers  of  the  place. 

Rriotveil,  That  the  thanks  of  thia  Synod  be  tendered  to  On'  I'enn- 
sylvania,  Philadelphia  and  Krie,  Northern  Central.  PhiladclpliiA  uni 
Keadiag,  Cumberland  Valley,  Lackawanna  and  Bloomsbnru'.  Cata- 
wiasa,  Lehigh  Valloy,  and  North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  cc'mp'iuie.s, 
for  permittint;  its  members  to  pass  over  their  respective  rouds  both 
ways  at  one  full  fare. 

The  Roll  was  called  and  none  were  fonnd  absent  without  pisriniB- 
The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  cuLTOiiaed. 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Renolned,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  aonaal  session'  in  tlio 
Reformed  church  at  Mechanicaburg,  Cumberland  county,  I'u.,  on 
Wednesday,  October  19th,  A.  D,  1870,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Synod  was  dismissed  with  the  repetition  of  the  Cre^'il  md  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  the  singing  of  the  Doxology,  and  the  Apoe^ii  !:<  lli^nu- 
diction  bj  the  President.  JOHN  W.  NEVIN,  iV    ./.  «f. 

Samuel  R.  Fisiieb,  Slated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minntes. 

■  Samoel  R.  Fisher,  Stated  C/rrk 
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ADDENDA. 

The  following  item  was  inadvertently  omitted  in  its  proper  place  in 
Article  IX,  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches,  page  11 : 

General  Synod  of  the  Eoangelical  Lutheran  Church, — ^The  follow- 
ing report  was  receiyed  from  the  delegate  to  this  body : 

The  undersigned  was  informed^  daring  the  late  sessions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  held  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Primarius  to  attend  the  meeting  of  that  body.  With  this  short 
notice,  and  owing  to  the  absence  of  some  of  my  colleagues  from  the 
Publication  Office,  it  was  not  within  the  province  of  common  possi- 
bility to  reach  the  place  of  their  meeting,  in  time  to  attend  to  the  da- 
ties  delegated  by  this  Synod  to  Kev.  Isaac  K.  Loos  as  primarius^  and 
to  myself  as  secundus. 

As  the  next  best  thing,  I  addressed  a  fraternal  letter  in  the  name 
of  this  Synod  to  the  officers  of  that  body,  directed  to  the  care  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Butler.  Whether  it  ever  reached  its  destination,  and  was  received 
by  that  reverend  body,  I  have  not  in  any  way  learned.  Regretting 
that  my  report  is  not  more  satisfactory,  for  which  I  do  not  hold  my- 
self responsible,        I  am,  respectfully,  yours  in  grace, 

GEO.  B.  RUSSELL, 
Del.  Sec.  to  the  Ev.  Luth.  Gen.  Synod. 
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KphratA, 
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Prof,  in  F.  A  M.  Col. 

Prof,  in  Lafayette  Col. 

Iluramclstown, 

Xcw  Providence, 

St.  Paul's,  Lancaster, 

Salem,  Karrisburg, 

?d  church,  Harrisburg, 
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Prof,  in  College, 
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ART.  I.  Opening  of  Synod. 

ART.  II.  Members  Present. 

ART.  III.  Election  of  Officers. 

ART.  IV.  Rules  of  Order. 

ART.  V.  Appointment  of  Standing  Committees. 

1.  On  Minutes  of  Synod. 

2.  On  Overtures, 

3.  On  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches. 

4.  On  Minutes  of  Classes. 

5.  On  Examinationj  Licensure,  and  Ordination, 

6.  On  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  lUports, 

7.  On  the  Theological  Seminary. 

8.  On  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions. 

9.  On  Finance. 

10.  On  Nominations. 

11.  On  PuUicaHtm. 
ART.  VI.  Communications. 
ART.  VII.  Minutes  of  Synod. 
ART.  VIII.  Overtures. 

ART.  IX.  Correspondence  with  Sister  Chxtrches. 

ART.  X.  Minutes  of  Classes. 

ART.  XI.  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 

ART.  XII.  Religion  and  Morals. 

ART.  XIII.  Theological  Seminary. 

ART.  XIV.  Missions. 

ART.  XV.  Finance. 

ART.  XVI.  AppEAifi  AND  References. 

ART.  XVII.  Complaints. 

ART.  XVin.  Sunday  Schools. 

ART.  XIX.  Publication. 

ART.  XX.  Church  Government. 

ART.  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 

ART.  XXn.  Resumption  and  Close. 

ART.  XXm.  Adjournment. 


One  Hundred  and   Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Sessions, 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Sj/nod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  at  its 
Annual  Sessions,  held  in  Afechantcsburg,  Cumberland  county^  Pa., 
in  the  month  of  October^  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thotuand 
Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy,  The  sessions  commenced  on  the 
evening  of  the  Nineteenth,  and  continued,  until  the  morning  of  the 
Twenty- Sixth  day  of  the  monthj  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  sessions  of  Synod  were  opened  with  religious  exercises  by  the 
President,  Rev.  John  W.  Nevin,  D.D.,  prior  to  which  he  preached  the 
opening  Sermon,  from  Hebrews  i.  1-3 :  "  God,  who,  at  sundry  times  and 
in  divers  manners,  spake  in  time  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets, 
hath,  in  these  last  days,  spoken  unto  us  by  His  Son,  whom  He  hath 
appointed  heir  of  all  thint/s,  by  whom  also  He  made  the  worlds  ;  who 
being  the  brightness  of  His  glory ^  and  the  express  image  of  His  per ^ 
son,  and  upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  His  power,  when  He  had 
by  Himself  purged  our  sins,  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Mo' 
jesty  on  highJ* 

ARTICLE  II. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.  FROM  THE  CLAS8IS  OF  EAST  PENNSTLVAinA. 

Rev.  John  Beck,  Isaac  K.  Loos,  Samuel  G.  Wagner,^  Daniel  E. 
Sohoedler^  and  Daniel  F.  Brendle.' 

Elders, — Owen  L.  Schreiber,  Aaron  G.  Renninger  and  William 
Keller. ' 


1  Took  their  aeati  on  tbe  afternoon  of  the  aeoond  daj  of  the  leiaioni. 
*  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 


n.  FROM  THB  CLAS8IS  OF  LEBAXON. 

t 

Rev.  Aaron  S.  Leinbach;^  Samuel  Miller,  Charles  A.  Rittenhonse,' 
Franklin  W.  Kremer,  D.D.,  and  Charles  H.  Leinbach.' 

Elders. — John  Wilhelm,  Joseph  L.  Lemberger,  and  Christian  P. 
Zehring.  * 

in.  FBOH  THE  CLASSIS  OF  ZION. 

Rev.  Jacob  Sechler;  Jacob  D.  Zehring,  William  R.  H.  Deatrich,* 
William  D.  C.  Rothrock*  and  Daniel  Gring.^ 

Elders. — Henry  C.  Schriver,  Jacob  Reif,  John  Schaeffer,  George 
Hoobangh  and  George  Schwartz. 

lY.  FROM  THE  CLASSIB  OF  MARYLAND. 

Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.D.,'  Samuel  Philips,  Henry  L.  Grand- 
lienard,*  Marcus  Bachman  and  Joseph  W.  Santee.^^ 

Elders. — Hon.  Daniel  S.  Riser,  Joshua  Motter,  John  Rodenmayer 
and  James  R.  Cushwa.^^ 

V.    FROM  THE  CLABSIS  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Rev.  Maxwell  S.  Rowland,  Charles  Becker,  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr., 
Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  David  E.  Klopp  "  and  John  H.  A.  Bom- 
berger,  D.D. » 

Elders, — William  Brownback, "  Andrew  W.  Meyers,  Henry  Klos, 
J.  David  Miller,  and  John  Wiest.^ 
• 

VI.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Rev.  Mortimer  L.  Shuford  and  Henry  Wissler. 
Elders — Lewis  V.  Shearer  "  and  Stephen  Staley. 


^  Wm  •abstitated  daring  the  afternoon  and  erening  sessions  of  the  seyenth  daj 
of  the  sessions,  by  the  seonndas,  the  Kev.  Isaao  E.  Graeff. 

'  Was  succeeded  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  daj  of  the  sessions,  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  C.  Leinbaoh. 

'  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions,  prior  to  which  it 
was  occupied  by  the  seonndas,  the  Rer.  Thomas  G.  Leinbach. 

*  Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  foarth  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Was  sttoceeded  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions,  by  the  E«t. 
William  F,  Colliflower. 

*  Was  sabstitQted  from  the  afternoon  of  the  foarth  to  the  morning  of  the  seTenth 
dy  of  the  sessions,  by  the  Rot.  William  F.  Colliflower. 

■  ^^^  ^^^^  '^*^  ^^  ^^*  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 
'Was  succeeded  on  the  afternoon  of  the  scTcnth  day  of  the  sessions  by  the  Rer. 
William  A.  Gring. 

*  Was  substituted  fW>m  the  afUmoon  of  the  foarth  to  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth 
ft«S      •  •wsioBs,  by  the  Rev.  John  M.  Titiel. 

^*  Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions,  prior  to  which 
"  ?I"^.®*^«P*«^  *>y  the  secundus,  the  Rev.  John  M.  Titiel. 

~d  leave  of  abMnce  in  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions. 
I  seal  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions, 
at^on  the  morning  of  the  thud  d^  of  the  sessions. 


VII.    FROM  THE  CIJL8SIS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Vin.    FROM  THE  CLA88I8  OF  MERCERSBURO. 

Hev.  William  M.  Deatrick,  Moses  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  Calvin  U.  Heil- 
mac,  Henry  Heckerman  ^  and  William  C.  Shulenberger.' 

Elderi. — Adam  Haderman,  Jacob  Heyser,  John  K.  Keyser," 
Frederick  Hyle  and  Benjamin  Neff. 

IX.    FROM  THE  CLAS8I8  OF  GO8HENH0PPEN. 

Bev.  George  W.  Aughinbaugh,  Joseph  H.  Dnbbs  and  Lawrence  D. 
Leberman> 

Elders, — Daniel  B.  Manger,  Michael  Worman  and  George  K 
Lorah. 

X.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Rev.  John  S.  Ebaugh.* 
Elder.— S,  Pfarrer.* 

XI.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  LANCASTER. 

Rev.  John  W.  Nevin,  D  D.,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  William  H.  H. 
Snyder^  and  Frederick  A.  Gast." 

Elders. — Daniel'  W.  Gross,  Isaac  Bushong,  John  S.  Stahr  and 
William  H.  Seibert." 

XII.  FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  EAST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  John  W.  Lescher,  John  W.  Steinmetz  and  David  W.  Kelly.^ 
Ehlers — David  Eschbach,'   Hon.   George   C.  Welker  and  Elias 
Lawbach. 

XIII.  FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  WEST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Rev.  Uriah  H.  Ileilman,  William  G.  Engle  and  Tilgham  J.  Seipel.^ 
i;W€r«.— Griffin  Rote,*'  John  Hoffer  *  and  John  M.  Titzel.^  • 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

From  ike  General  Si/nod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America, — 
Rev.  John  F.  Hoes,  D.D. 

From  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.— Rev.  J.  R.  GroflF. ' 


^  Took  their  seats  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 

'  Took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions. 

'  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions. 

^  Took  their  seats  on  the  morning  of  the  scoond  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions. 
^  Took  their  seats  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 

*  Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions. 


From  the  General  Si/nod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. — 

»   *   «    4^    *    4c 

ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

From  the  Classts  of  Lebanon. — Rev.  John  A.  HoflfheiDS,  Daniel  B. 
Albright,  Isaac  E.  Graeff,  Nathan  E.  Bressler,  Elder  Greorge  G.  Heil- 
man. 

From  the  Classis  of  Zion. — Rev.  John  Ault,  T.  Frank  Hoffmeier, 
James  A.  Schultz,  David  W.  Wolf,  David  Bossier,  William  F.  Colli- 
flower,  Daniel  Riegel,  Jacob  0.  Miller,  William  F.  P.  Davis,  John  S- 
Foulk,  Aaron  Wanner,  Reinhardt  R.  Smith  and  Elders  Dr.  Isaac 
Lefever,  Dr.  Oliver  T.  Everhart,  Francis  M.  McKeehan,  Peter  Stam- 
baugh,  Philip  A.  Baker,  Moses  Hess. 

From  the  Classis  of  Mari/land. — Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller,  ffenry  I. 
Comfort,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach.  William  Goodrich,  J.  Spangler  Kief- 
fer,  Jacob  Hassler,  William  A.  Gring. 

From  the  Classis  of  Philadefphta,—'Rey.  Daniel  Gans,  D.  D.,  Sam- 
uel H.  Giesj,  D.  D.,  George  B.  Russell,  Charles  G.  Fisher  and  Eider 
Charles  Santee. 

From  the  Classis  of  Virginia, — Rev.  William  D.  Lefever,  Stephen 
K.  Kremer. 

From  the  Classis  of  Alercershurtj, — Rev.  John  H.  Sjkes,  Adam  C. 
Whitmer,  Albert  G.  Dole,  Henry  W.  Hoffmeier,  Samuel  N.  Callender, 
Peter  S.  Davis,  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D ,  John  W.  Love,  Lewis  D. 
Steckel  and  Elder  Adam  B.  Wingerd. 

From  the  Classis  of  Lancaster. — Rev.  John  G.  Fritchey,  Theodore 
Apprl,  Anthony  F.  Zullig,  Frederick  Pilgram,  Darius  W.  Gerhard 
and  Elders  Edward  J.  Zahm  and  John  B.  Both. 

From  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna. — Rev.  Calvin  S   Gerhard. 

From  the  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna, — Rev.  John  C.  Bucher, 
D.  D.,  Lewis  C.  Edmonds,  Cyrus  H.  Rciter. 

From  the  Classis  of  Westmoreland, -^'Rey,  George  W.  Johnston, 
Christian  C.  Russell. 

From  the  Classis  of  St.  Joseph. — Rev.  John  G.  Noss. 

MINISTERS  OF  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  persons  was  announced  durinjr  the 
sessions  of  Synod :  Rev.  James  U.  McGarrah,  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church;  William  B.  Raber,  C.  A.  Coldstock  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ;  Rev.  William  A.  W^est,  William  B.  McKee,  S. 
M.  Reigart,  A.  W^  Murray  of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  Rev.  M.  L. 
Jackson  of  the  Messiah  Church,  and  Rev.  D.  A.  Laverty,  of  the 
Church  of  God. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS, 
^lemer  was  choseii  President, 


Rev.  Aaron  S.  Leinbach  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  is  Stated  Clerk, 
Rev.  Marcus  Bachman  was  continued  German  Clerk. 
Slder  Henry  Wirt  was  re-elected  Treasurer, 

ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  Presi- 
dent defined  the  bar  of  the  house.  The  following  hours  were  fixed 
upon  for  opening  and  closing  the  present  sessions : 

The  Mominy  Session  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11}  o'clock. 

The  Afternoon  Session  to  open  at  1}  and  close  at  4}  o'clock. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  different  Boards  of  Synod  and  their  respective 
Treasurers  be  directed  to  report  hereafter  not  later  than  the  second 
day  of  the  session. 

ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  were  appointed  by  the  President: 

Minutes  of  Si/nod — Rev.  Samuel  Philips,  Charles  A.  Rittenhouse, 
William  R.  H.  Deatrich,  and  Elders  Henry  Sohriver  and  James  R. 
Coshwa. 

Overtures — Rev.  Thomas  C.  Leinbach,  Maxwell  S.  Rowland,  Mor- 
timer L.  Shuford,  and  Elders  Joseph  L.  Lemberger  and  George 
Schwartz. 

Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches — Rev.  Dr.  Franklin  W.  Kre- 
mer,  Charles  Becker,  Thomas  C.  Leinbach,  and  Elders  Isaac  Bush- 
ong  and  David  Eschbach. 

Minutes  of  Clashes — Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  jr.,  John  M.  Titzel, 
Calvin  U.  Heilman,  and  Elders  Jacob  Reif,  Aaron  G.  Rcnninger  and 
George  K.  Lorah. 

Examination^  Licensure  and  Ordination — Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin, 
Dr.  Daniel  Zacharias,  Jacob  Sechler^  and  Elders  John  S.  Stuhr  and 
Jacob  Heyser. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports — Rev.  George  W.  Aiigh- 
inbaugh,  Uriah  H.  Heilman,  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Fisher,  and  Eiders  An- 
drew Meyers  and  Stephen  Staley. 

Theological  Seminary — Rev.  John  Beck,  Charles  H.  Leinbach, 
Samuel  Miller,  and  Elders  J.  David  Miller  and  Elias  Lawbach. 

Missions — Rev.  John  W.  Steinmetz,  Jacob  D.  Zehrinpr,  Henry  L. 
Grandlienard,  and  Elders  John  Rodenmayer  and  Lewis  Y.  Shearer. 

Finance — Rev.  William  M.  Deatrick,  William  D.  C.  Rodrock,  Wil- 
liam G.  Engel,  and  Elders  Frederick  Hyle  and  Joshua  Motter. 


8 

Namtnationt — Rev.  Joseph  H.  Dabbs,  Aaron  S.  Leinbaeh,  Isaac 
K.  Loosy  and  Elders  Daniel  W.  Oross,  and  George  C.  Welker. 

Publication — Rev.  Dr.  Moses  Kieffer,  David  E.  Elopp,  William  R. 
H.  Deatrich,  and  Elders  Benjamin  Neff  and  John  Wilhelm. 

ARTICLE  VI. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  One  copy  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  General  Sjmod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America  and  two  copies  of  the  Miaates  of 
the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Adjacent  States,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Cor- 

espondence  with  Sister  Churches. 

2.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Zion, 
Maryland,  Philadelphia,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Mercersbur^,  6o- 
shenhoppcn,  New  York,  Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna  and  West  Siu- 
quehanna,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Sta- 
tistioal  Reports,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  sabject. 

3.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Theological  Seminary. 

4.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  accompanied  with 
a  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

5.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  and  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  to  superintend  the  publication  of  the  "  Reformirte 
Hausfreund  "  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation. 

6.  Statements  from  the  President  of  General  Synod's  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  from  its  Treasurer  were  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions. 

7.  A  commuoication  from  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College,  announcing  the  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board,  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
•  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Sessions,  and  also  the  Minutes  of  the  last 
Triennial  Sessions  of  the  General  Synod,  submitted  their  report.  It 
was  received,  taken  up  item  by  item,  amended  and  then  adopted. 
The  Report,  as  adopted,  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re- 
port the  following  items,  claiming  the  attention  of  this  Synod : 
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Item  1,  page  12.  The  appointment  of  delegates  to  Corresponding 
Bodies. 

Item  2,  page  33.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  is  in- 
strncted  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  collecting  of  all  dues  on 
Plainfield  and  other  Bonds,  and  is  directed  to  prepare  a  statement  of 
all  daes,  and  place  said  statement  in  the  hands  of  Agents  for  the  Sem- 
inary Endowment. 

Item  3,  page  33.  The  several  Classes  are  earnestly  requested  to 
make  liberal  contributions  to  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Education. 

Item  4,  page  34.  The  Synod  at  its  next  meeting  is  to  declare  which 
of  the  Professorships  in  the  Seminary  is  the  Oerman  Professorship, 
should  the  Tercentenary  Professorship  be  then  endowed. 

Item  5,  page  36.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  Synod  to  examine  the  land  tendered  by  the  Trustees  of  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall  College  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
and  if  found  suitable,  to  accept  it  and  secure  a  good  legal  conveyance 
of  it  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Seminary. 

Item  6,  page  36.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  secure  plans 
and  estimates  for  the  Theological  Seminary. 

Item  7,  page  36.  The  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  are  re- 
quested to  appoint  one  or  more  additional  agents  to  co-operate  with  Rev. 
J.  W.  Stein metz  in  soliciting  subscriptions. 

Item  8,  page  59.  The  recommendation  to  the  Board  of  Publication 
to  re-appoint  the  present  editor  of  the  *'  Kirchenzeitung  "  for  the  pres- 
ent year. 

Item  9,  page  59.  The  editor  of  the  "  Kirchenzeitung  "  is  requested 
to  edit  the  paper  in  a  more  popular  style,  without  lowering  its  stand- 
ard, and  that  he  make  personal  efforts  by  way  of  correspondence  with 
pastors  of  German  congregations^  to  increase  the  subscription  list. 

Item  10,  page  60.  The  German  Book  Editor  is  instructed  to  se- 
cure, if  possible,  for  the  publication  of  German  Sunday  School 
Books,  the  use  of  the  9500  fund  donated  by  Dr.  Schaff  to  the  Gene- 
ral Synod. 

Item  11,  page  60.  The  Pastors  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Synod  are 
ordered  to  bring  the  subject  of  the  circulation  of  the  church  periodi- 
cals before  their  Consistories,  and  secure  the  appointment  of  agents  to 
extend  their  circulation,  and  report  the  result  to  their  respective 
Classes. 

Item  12,  page  60.  The  appointment  of  a  Special  Committee  on  se- 
curing a  Publication  House  in  Philadelphia,  and  on  devising  a  plan 
for  raising  funds  for  this  purpose  and  also  for  the  Book  Concern. 

Item  13,  page  60.  Dr.  Samuel  K.  Fisher,  Elder  Daniel  W.  Gross 
and  Adam  B.  Wingerd  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  propose  the 
order  of  succession  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  and 
report  at  the  next  sessions  of  Synod. 

Item  14,  page  61.  Synod  directs  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lication to  efforts  alleged  by  Mercersburg  Classis  to  have  been  made 
by  certain  persons  to  discourage  the  circulation  of  the  Publications  of 
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the  Church,  and  requests  the  Board  to  seek  to  be  fullj  assured  that 
the  agents  whom  they  employ  are  in  sympathy  with  the  spirit  and 
theology  of  our  Church. 

Item  15,  page  61.  The  Board  of  Publication  is  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  present  attitude  of  the  subject  of  the  memorial  of  Dr.  Schaff 
in  reference  to  the  German  Hymn  Book. 

Item  16y  page  61.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  secure  as 
soon  as  possible  the  manuscripts  and  books  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Har- 
baugh,  with  a  view  to  their  publication. 

Item  17,  page  66.  The  Board  of  Publication  is  requested  to  pub- 
lish the  Report  of  Committee  on  the  relation  of  £]ders  to  Pastors  in 
tract  or  pamphlet  form  in  both  the  German  and  English  language. 

Item  18,  page  68.  A  Committee  of  fi^e  was  appointed  to  examine 
the  translation  of  the  Order  of  Worship  into  the  German  langaage 
under  the  direction  of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  and  if  found 
satisfactory,  to  give  it  their  approval,  and  the  Board  of  Publicatioa 
was  instructed  to  proceed  in  the  publication  of  the  same  with  all  due 
expedition,  in  case  it  meets  the  approval  of  said  Committee. 

Item  19,  page  69.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  represent 
the  interesta  of  the  Synod  before  the  General  Synod  in  the  matter  of 
Complaint  and  Petition  on  the  part  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Item  20,  page  73.  The  continuance  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
solicit  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  H.  Harbaugh. 

Item  21,  page  75.  The  continuance  of  the  Committee  on  the  Wash- 
ington church. 

Item  22,  page  75.  A  request  to  the  Classes  to  report  at  its  next 
Annual  Sessions  what  they  have  severally  done  in  the  way  of  carry- 
ing out  the  Dollar  Plan  within  their  respective  bounds. 

Item  23,  page  76.  The  delegate  of  this  Synod  to  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America  is  instructed  to  present  to  that  Beve- 
rend  Body  at  their  next  annual  meeting  a  copy  of  the  ^*  Provisional 
Liturgy,"  and  a  copy  of  the  "  Order  of  Worship." 

Your  Committee  would  also  respectfully  report  the  following  Items 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Synod,  claiming  the  attention  of 
this  Synod : 

Item  1,  page  47.  A  recommendation  to  all  the  lower  Church  Courts, 
and  especially  to  all  churches,  to  use  moderation,  prudence  and  chari- 
ty in  reference  to  the  differences  that  exist  among  us  on  the  subjeot  of 
Liturgical  Worship,  in  order  that  we  may  be  brought  in  due  time  to 
unity  and  peace. 

Item  2,  page  65.  Permission  is  given  to  the  Eastern  Synod,  and  to 
other  Synods,  should  they  desire  it,  to  insert  a  selection  of  hymns  and 
chants,  for  provisional  use  in  the  Church,  in  their  respective  Liturgies. 

Item  3,  page  65.  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Eastern 
Synod  at  Danville^  the  fund  of  $500  copy  money,  donated  by  Dr.  P. 
Scbaff,  is  transferred  to  the  German  Board  of  Examiners  of  the  East- 
ern Synod,  for  the  benefit  of  said  Board,  should  the  donor  give  hia 
consent. 
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Item  4,  page  97.  The  Philadelphia  Classis  is  instructed  to  institute 
measures  to  secure  the  property  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  German- 
town,  Pa.,  which  has  heen  alienated  contrary  to  law,  from  the  Eastern 
Synod,  to  whose  jurisdiction  and  care  it  properly  belongs. 

Item  5,  pHge  44.  Assessment  on  the  Synod  of  91,050  00,  to  meet 
the  current  expenses  of  General  Synod,  amounting  to  $1,800  00. 

llespectfuUy  submitted, 

SAMUEL  PHILIPS,  Chairman. 
C.  A.  RITTENHOUSE, 
W.  R.  H.  DEATRICH,  ' 
J.  R.  CUSHWA, 
HENRY  SCHRIVER. 

For  the  reports  of  the  delegates  called  for  in  item  1,  and  the  result 
of  the  action  referred  to  in  item  23,  see  Article  IX,  Correspondence 
^ith  Sifter  Churches.  For  the  result  of  the  action  referred  to  in  items 
2,  4,5,  6,7,  see  Article  XIII,  Theological  Seminary;  in  items  3,  11 
and  22,  Bee  Article X,  Minutes  of  Classes;  in  items  8,  9,  10,  12,  13, 
14,  15,  16  and  17,  and  item  3,  General  Synod,  see  Article  XIX, 
Publication;  in  items  18  and  19,  see  Article  XX,  Church  Govern- 
ment; in  items  20  and  21,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous;  items 
1,  2  and  4  reported  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  were 
severally  adopted.  For  the  action  on  item  5,  from  the  Minutes  of 
the  General  Synod,  see  Article  XY,  Finance. 

ARTICLE  VIIL 

OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  that  no  documents  had  been 
referred  to  them,  and  that,  consequently,  they  had  nothing  to  report 
beyond  this  fact  itself. 

ARTICLE  IX. 
CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  SISTER  CHURCHES. 

I.    REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches  respect- 
fully report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  the  Minutes  of  the  German  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Ministcrium  of  Pennsylvania,  referred  to  them.  In 
the  former  they  found  the  following  items  to  report  to  this  body : 

1.  The  General  Synod  of  the  Ueformed  Church  in  America  con- 
vened in  regular  session  in  the  city  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  on  the  first  day 
in  June,  1870,  and  our  delegate,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  was 
present  at  its  sessions. 
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2.  The  Rev.  John  C.  F.  Hoes,  D.D.,  was  elected  dele^te  prima- 
rius,  and  Bev.  Heorj  D.  Ganse,  Secaadus,  to  the  Synod  (Eastern)  of 
the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States. 

3.  The  Sjnod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  will  meet  in  the 
North  Church  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Jane, 
1871,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministe- 
rium  of  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  States  your  Committee  report  the 
following  items : 

1.  The  delegate  from  this  body,  the  Rev.  Julius  C.  J.  Kurtz,  was 
present  at  the  sessions  of  the  Synod,  which  convened  in  Pottsville,  in 
the  month  of  June  last. 

2.  That  Rev.  R.  W.  Schmauk  was  elected  delegate  Primarins  and 
Rev.  J.  R.  Groflf  his  alternate  to  this  body. 

3.  Their  delegate  is  directed  to  bring  before  this  Synod  the  evils 
which  frequently  occur  at  the  corner-stone  layings,  and  the  consecra- 
tion of  union  churches,  through  the  traffic  of  sutlers  on  such  occasions, 
and  to  request  the  co-operation  of  this  Synod  in  suppressing  the  evil 
of  building  so-called  union  churches. 

4.  This  Synod  will  convene  in  regular  session  in  St.  John's  Church, 
Easton,  Pa.,  on  Trinity  Sunday,  June  4.  1871. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  KKEMER,  Ouiirman. 

II.  REPORTS  FROM  DELEGATES  TO  CORRESPONDING  BODIES. 

Tlie  General  Sf/nod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. — No  re- 
port was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this  body. 

The  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  St/nod  of  Pennsylvania  and  ad' 
jarent  States, — No  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this  body. 

The  General  S^nod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. — No  re- 
port was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this  body. 

III.  ELECTION  OF  DELEGATES  TO  CORRESPONDING  BODIES. 

To  the  Gnieral  S^nod  of  the  Reformed  Church  tn  America — Rev. 
Moses  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  primarius,  and  Rev.  Theodore  Appel,  secundum. 

To  the  General  Evangelical  Lutheran  Sjfnod  of  Pennstflvania  and 
adjacent  States. — Rev.  John  Beck,  jprtman'tM;  and  Rev.  Daniel  F. 
Rrendle,  secundus, 

IV.  MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  RELATING  TO  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Rev.  John  F.  Hoes,  D.  D ,  delegate  from  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  appeared  on  the  morning  of  the 
third  day  of  the  sessions,  presented  his  credentials  and  took  his  seat 
IIS  a  Corresponding  member.  He  also  laid  on  the  table  of  Synod  a 
oopy  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  body  he  represented,  at  its 
^''**  annual  se^*sions.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  he  took  his 
of  Synod  in  a  brief  address,  the  kind  sentiments  of  which  were 
Hy  responded  to  by  the  President. 
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Kev.  J.  B.  Groff^  delegate  from  the  German  Evangelioal  Lutheran 
Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  States,  appeared  on  the 
morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions,  presented  his  credentials 
and  took  his  seat  as  a  Corresponding  member.  He  also  laid  on  the 
table  two  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  sessions  of  the 
body  he  represented.  On  the  last  morning  of  the  sessions,  he  took 
leave  of  Synod  in  a  brief  address,  which  was  appropriately  responded 
to  by  the  President.  In  connection  with  his  remarks,  he  took  occa- 
sion, in  compliance  with  instructions  given  him,  to  call  the  attentiou 
of  Synod  to  the  action  of  the  Ministerium  in  regard  to  the  presence 
of  hucksters  at  church  dedications  and  the  evils  of  so-called  union 
cburches.  This  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of 
the  Rev.  Lawrence  D.  Leberman,  Samuel  Philips  and  Elder  Adam 
Haderman.  This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
wag  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  several  items  from  the 
3Iinutes  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium,  with  re- 
ference to  the  traffic  of  sutlers  on  occasions  of  laying  corner-stones 
and  dedications  of  churches,  and  also  with  reference  to  the  erection 
of  so-called  union  churches,  would  report  the  following : 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  deprecate  the  trafficing  on  such  occasions, 
and  urge  the  Classes,  in  whose  bounds  the  custom  may  exist,  to  take 
proper  measures  to  prevent  their  members  from  countenancing  it  in 
any  way. 

2.  Resolved,  That  as  a  Synod,  we  most  cordially  unite  with  the 
German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  in  efforts  to  suppress  the 
evil  of  building  so-called  '*  Union  churches,"  and  we  hereby  urgently 
request  all  our  congregations  to  build  only  exclusively  Reformed 
churches,  wherever  it  is  at  all  practicable. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

L.  D.  LEBERMAN,  Chairman. 
SAMUEL  PHILIPS, 
ADAM  HADERMAN. 


No  report  was  received  from  any  of  the  delegates  to  Corresponding 
Bodies.     In  reference  to  this  fact,  it  was 

Resohed,  That  this  Synod  deeply  regrets  the  absence  of  reports 
from  delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies. 

ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The.  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report.     It 
was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows  : 
The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes  reports  as  follows : 
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I.  IRREGULARITIES. 


1  Zion'p,  East  Pennsjlvanta,  East  Susquehanna,  Lebanon,  North 
Carolina  Classes  failed  to  add  together  the  columns  in  the  Statistical 
reports. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  failed  to  record  the  adjournment,  and  the  read- 
ing and  adoption  of  her  minutes  before  adjournment  of  the  annual 
and  special  sessions.  * 

n.    REQUESTS  AND  RECOMMENDATION. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  requests  Synod  to  prepare  a  transb- 
tion  of  the  Order  of  Worship  as  soon  as  possible. 

2.  Zion's  Classis  asks  Synod  to  dismiss  her,  with  a  view  to  unite 
with  Mercersburg,  Maryland  and  Virginia  Classes  in  petitioning  the 
Gksneral  Synod  for  the  formation  of  a  new  district  Synod. 

3.  Zion's  Classis  requests  Synod  to  inaugurate  a  movement,  by 
which  to  raise  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  shall  go  to  the  support 
of  aged,  disabled  and  superannuated  ministers,  in  good  and  regular 
standing  in  the  Church. 

4.  Lebanon  Classis  requests  Synod  to  recommend  the  "  Hausfreund.*' 
to  the  members  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

5.  Lebanon  Classis  requests  Synod  to  decide  whether  any  Elder 
elected  as  a  delegate  to  Classis,  but  who  does  not  appear  in  Classis,  can 
be  regarded  as  a  member  of  Classis. 

6.  Maryland  Classis  asks  to  be  excused  from  carrying  out  the 
'*  Dollar  Plan  "  scheme  for  the  endowment  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College. 

7.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  to  direct  Mercersbnrg 
Classis  to  comply  with  the  action  of  Synod  in  dismissing  a  miobter, 
which  said  Classis  neglected  to  do  in  the  case  of  Rev.  H.  H.  W. 
Hibshman  and  A.  6.  Dole. 

8.  Mercersburg  Classis  requests  Synod  to  inaugurat-e  measures  at 
the  proper  time  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  foundiog 
of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

9.  Mercersburg  Classis  requests  Synod  to  consent  to  the  formation 
of  a  new  District  Synod,  to  be  composed  of  Zion's,  Mercersburg,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  Classes. 

10.  Mercersburg  Classis  requests  Synod  to  incorporate  the  "  Arti- 
cles of  Incorporation  "  for  a  church,  in  its  book  of  Forms. 

11.  Virginia  Classis  petitions  Synod  to  favor  the  formation  of  a 
new  Synod  out  of  Z ion's,  Mercersburg,  Maryland  and  Virginia  Classes. 

12.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  to  reconsider  and  cancel  its 
order  in  regard  to  the  authoriaed  publications,  to  pastors  and  consisto- 
ries on  page  60  Minutes  of  Danville  Synod,  as  the  enforcement  thereof 
would  do  violence  to  the  conscience  of  many  ministers  and  consistories 
of  Classis. 

13.  Lancaster  Classis  desires  Synod  to  inform  it,  whether  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  install  the  Rev.  A.  F.  ^ZAllig  from  Switzerland, 
oan  proceed  to  do  so  according  to  the  Constitution. 
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14.  Hercer&burg  Classis  calls  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fact, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  beneficiary  Stndeats  are  supported  by  her. 

III.  APPEALS  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

1.  Notice  of  an  appeal  was  given  by  Mr.  Jacob  B.  Odenwelder,  from 
the  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  in  reference  to  a  petition  from 
the  German  portion  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Easton. 

2.  Complaint  of  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Fisher  and  others  against  the 
action  of  Philadelphia  Classis,  postponing,  indefinitely,  action  on  a  pre- 
amble and  resolution  in  refereoce  to  what  constitutes  a  Teacher  of 
Theology. 

lY.  SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  CLASSES. 

1.  All  the  Classes  took  favorable  action  in  regard  to  the  cause  of 
Missions,  Beneficiary  Education,  Benevolence,  Observance  of  Church 
Festivals,  &c.,  referred  to  them. 

2.  All  the  Classes  defined  the  order  of  Delegates  to  Synod  referred 
to  them. 

3.  All  the  Classes,  except  North  Carolina  and  Philadelphia,  took 
favorable  action  on  the  order  of  Synod  in  regard  to  circulating  the 
authorized  Church  papers. 

4.  The  *'  Dollar  Plan  "  endowment  scheme  was  attended  to  in  part 
by  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Zion,  Maryland, 
Merccrsburg,  Goshenhoppen,  Lancaster,  East  and  West  Susquehanna, 
and  is  held  impracticable  by  the  Classes  of  Maryland,  Philadelphia, 
North  Carolina  and  New  York. 

5.  The  following  Classes  adopted  the  amendment  of  the  Oonstitu- 
tioQ  providing  for  the  organization  of  German  Classes^  &c:  East 
Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Maryland,  Philadelphia,  Merccrsburg  and 
Gofihenhoppen.  The  Classes  of  Zion,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  New 
York,  Lancaster  and  East  Susquehanna  failed  to  act  upon  the  pro- 
poeed  amendment,  and  no  Classis  rejected  it. 

6.  The  Amendment  of  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the  ratio  of  re- 
presentation in  the  General  Synod  was  adopted  by  the  Classes  of 
Lebanon,  Zion,  Maryland,  Philadelphia,  Merccrsburg,  East  Susque- 
hanna^ and  Goshenhoppen.  The  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania  and 
Lancaster  rejected  it,  and  the  Glasses  of  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and 
New  York  failed  to  act  upon  it.  The  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna 
failed  to  state  which  of  the  two^  or  whether  both  amendments,  were 
adopted.  ^ 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  approves  of  the  Triglott  Edition  of  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism. 

V.  LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED,  DISMISSED,  &C. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  received  the  Rev.  Franklin  H. 
Schwartz,  an  independent  minister,  and  ordained  him,  received  the 
Sev.  Levi  K.  Derr  from  the  Classis  of  Lebanon,  ordained  the  Licenti- 
ate Daniel  E.  Shoedler,  dismissed  the  Licentiate  S.  A.  Ludwig  to  the 
Classis  of  East  Susquehanna,  and  received  the  Rev.  Thomas  C. 
Porter,  D.  D.,  from  Lancaster  Classis. 
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2.  Lebanon  Classis  licensed  Mr.  Daniel  C.  Tobiaa,  William  W.  CHoiuer 
and  G.  H.  Matschler,  and  dismissed  the  Rev.  Levi  K.  Derr  to  the 
Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  the  Licentiate  Daniel  G.  Tobias  to  the 
Classis  of  Lancaster,  the  Licentiate  William  W.  Clonser  to  the  Classis 
of  West  Susquehanna  and  the  Rev.  John  A.  Hoflfheios  to  the 
Classis  of  St.  Paul. 

3.  Zion*s  Classis  dismissed  the  Rev.  John  M.  Clemens  to  Lebanon 
Classis,  the  Licentiate  Edward  0.  Forney  to  the  Classis  of  Virginia, 
and  received  the  Rev.  Aaron  Wanner  from  the  Classis  of  Westmore- 
land ;  Rev.  John  Peters  from  the  same  Classis  ;  Rev.  John  S.  Foulk 
from  the  Classis  of  Maryland  and  Rev.  Caspar  Scheel  from  the  Glasais 
of  East  Susquehanna. 

4.  Maryland  Classis  dismissed  the  Rev.  John  Yoegelin  to  the 
Classis  of  Westmoreland,  and  the  Rev.  John  S.  Foulk  to  the  Classis 
of  Zion. 

5.  Virginia  Classis  licensed  Messrs.  Andrew  J.  Bowers  and  Ambrose 
C.  Geary,  received  the  Rev.  J.  W.  F.  Graham  from  the  Methodist 
Clrurch  and  the  Licentiates  Stephen  K.  Kremer  from  the  Classis  of 
Lancaster  and  Edward  O.  Forney  from  the  Classis  of  Zion,  and  dis- 
missed the  Rev.  Hiram  Shaull  to  the  Classis  of  Miami. 

6.  Philadelphia  Classis  licensed  Mr.  John  Van  Haagen,  received 
the  Rev.  George  B.  Russell  from  the  Classis  of  St.  Paul,  Rev.  Max 
Frankel  from  the  Classis  of  New  York,  and  Rev.  Gotthold  NeefFfrom 
the  Newark  Presbytery  of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  dismissed  the 
Rev.  Albert  G.  Dole  to  the  Classis  of  Mercersburg,  Rev.  Otto  Meer- 
wein  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  Rev. 
Levi  C.  Sheip  to  the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen,  and  Rev.  fienry 
Miller  to  the  Classis  of  Lancaster,  and  removed  the  suspension  of  Rev. 
John  C.  Beinhau^r  and  dismissed  him  to  the  Presbytery  of  Passaic  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

7.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  the  Rev.  Albert  G.  Dole  from  the 
Classis  of  Philadelphia^  and  Rev.  E.  D.  Shoemaker  from  the  Classis 
of  Westmoreland. 

8.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  received  the  Rev.  L.  D.  Leberman  from 
the  Classis  of  Lebanon,  and  Tilgham  O.  Stem  from  the  Classis  of  Lao- 
caster,  and  licensed  Prof  John  S.  Stahr  and  dismissed  him  to  the 
Classis  of  Lancaster. 

9.  New  York  Classis  received  the  Rev.  A.  Schrqeder  from  the  Re- 
formed Church  of  America,  aj>d  dismissed  the  Rev.  Max  Frankel  to 
the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Rev.  Philip  Schaff,  D.  D.,  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

10.  Lancaster  Classis  licensed  Messrs.  Calvin  S.  Gerhard  and  Stephen 
K.  Cremer ;  received  the  Licentiates  John  S.  Stahr  from  the  Classis  of 
Goshenhoppen  and  Daniel  C.  Tobias  from  the  Classis  of  Lebanon,  and 
ordained  him ;  received  further  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hannabery  from  St. 
John's  Classis  and  Rev.  Arnold  F.  Zallig  of  the  Evangelical  Ee- 
formed  Church  of  the  Canton  Thurgau,  Switzerland,  &c.,  and  dis- 
missed the  Rev.  Tilgham  O.  Stem  to  the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen, 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,  to  the  Ckssia  of  East  PennsyHania, 
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and  the  Licentiates  Stephen  K.  Kremer  to  the  Classis  of  Yirginia  and 
Calvin  S.  Gerhard  to  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna. 

11.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  licensed  Messrs.  Tilghman,  Derr,  and 
Jonathan  A  Novinger,  received  Rev.  J.  J.  Waldburger  from  Ger- 
many, who  stood  in  connection  with  no  Synod^  and  the  Licentiate 
Calvin  S.  Gerhard  and  ordained  him ;  and  dismissed  the  Rev.  Albert 
Krahn  to  Westmoreland  Classis,  Rev.  Caspar  Scheel  to  Zion's  Classis, 
and  the  Licentiate  Jonathan  A.  Novinger  to  St.  John's  Classis. 

12.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  Tilghman,  J.  Seiple, 
from  the  Classis  of  Tuscarawas,  Rev.  Jeriah  S.  Shade  from  the  Classis 
of  St.  Paul,  and  the  Licentiate  William  W.  Clouser  from  the  Classis 
of  Lebanon;  and  ordained  the  Licentiates  Daniel  M.  Wolff  and  Wil- 

'  ft 

liam  W.  Clouser. 

VI.  TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  THE  NEXT  ANNUAL  ME^rXNGS,  ETC. 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis  meets  on  Tuesday  before  Ascension  Day, 
1871,  at  10  o'clock^  A.  M..  at  Kutztown,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  Daniel  F. 
Brendel;  President^  and  N.  S.  Strassburger,  Stated  Clerk, 

Lebanon  Classis  meets  on  the  first  Thursday  after  Whitsunday,  1871, 
at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  Leesport,  Pa.  Samuel  Miller,  President^  and 
John  P.  Stein,  Stated  Clerk, 

Zion's  Classis  meets  on  the  third  Friday  in  May,  1871,  at  7}  o'clock, 
P,  M.,  at  Marysville,  Perry  Co.,  Pa.  William  F.  Collifiower,  President^ 
and  William  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk. 

Maryland  Classis  meets  on  Thursday  after  Whitsunday,  1871,  at  8 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  the  First  English  Reformed  Church,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Joseph  W.  Santee,  President,  and  Samuel  S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerk. 

North  Carolina  Classis  meets  on  Thursday  before  the  first  Lord's 
day  in  May,  1871,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  in  Emanuel's  Church,  David- 
son Co.,  North  Carolina.  J.  C.  Denny,  President,  and  George  W. 
Welker,  Stated  Clerk. 

Virginia  Classis  meets  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  May,  1871,  at  7i 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  Woodstock,  Ya.  Mortimer  L.  Shuford,  President, 
and  H.  Wissler^  Stated  Clerk  pro  tem. 

Philadelphia  Classis  meets  on  Monday  before  Ascension  Day,  May 
15th,  1871,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  6th  St., 
above  Girard  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Abraham  Romich,  President, 
and  Jacob  Dahlman,  jr.,  Stated  Clerk.' 

Mercersburg  Classis  meets  on  Thursday  evening,  June  8th,  1871, 
at  7}  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  Bedford,  Pa.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  President, 
and  William  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk, 

Qoshenhoppen  Classis  meets  on  Thursday  before  Ascension  Day, 
1871,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  Charlestown,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.  Peter  S. 
Fisher,  President,  and  T.  0.  Stem,  Stated  Clerk. 

New  York  Classis  meets  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  Whitsunday, 
Blay  3d,  1871,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  the  Reformed  Church,  Rahway, 
N.  J.    John  S.  Ebaugh,  President,  and  C.  Bank,  Stated  Clerk. 

Lancaster  Classis  meets  oa  the  first  Friday  after  Trinity  Sua  la* 
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1871,  7}  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  Quarryyille,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.     Edwin 
H.  Nevin,  D.  D.,  President^  and  Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Skated  Clerk. 

East  Sasquehanna  Classis  meets  on  the  first  Friday  after  Whit- 
sanday,  1871,  at  7}  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  Shamokio,  North umherlaDd  Co., 
Pa.  Franklin  J.  Mohr^  Pretident^  and  William  A.  Haas,  Staied 
Clerk, 

West  Sasquehanna  Classis  meets  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  May, 
1871,  at  7}  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  Centre  Hall,  Centre  Co.,  Pa.  Lewis  C. 
Edmonds,  President^  and  Levi  K.  Evans,  Stated  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JACOB  DAHLMAN,  Jr.  Chairmtm. 

The  judgment  of  the  Committee  in  regard  to  the  several  items  re- 
ported as  Irregularities  was  approved.  For  the  action  of  Synod  on 
requests  Nos.  1,  2,  5,  7,  9^  11  and  13,  see  Article  XX,  Church  Gov- 
ernment; on  requests  Nos.  3,  and  8,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous; 
on  requests,  Nos.  4, 10,  and  12,  see  Article  XIX,  Publication  ;  Request 
No.  6  was  not  granted,  and  on  request  No.  14  no  action  was  taken. 

For  the  result  of  the  appeal  reported,  see  Article  XYI,  Appeals 
and  References,  and  for  the  result  of  the  Complaint  reported,  see  Arti- 
cle XYII,  Complaints. 

The  remaining  items  in  the  report  were  severally  approved,  except 
the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Virginia,  in. licensing  Ambrose  C.  Geary, 
who  did  not  prosecute  his  studies  under  the  care  of  that  Classis,  nor 
hold  his  church  membership  in  its  bounds,  and  the  action  of  the 
Classis  of  Philadelphia  in  removing  the  suspension  from  the  holy 
ministry,  which  it  had  imposed  on  the  Rev.  John  C.  Beinhauer,  and 
dismissing  him  to  the  Presbytery  of  the  Passaic  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

In  regard  to  the  former,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  attention  of  the  Classis  of  Virginia  be  directed 
to  the  rules  of  Synod  in  regard  to  examining  candidates  for  the  min- 
istry with  a  view  to  licensure,  determining  the  circumstances  in  which 
a  Classis  has  authority  to  go  forward  with  such  examination. 

In  regard  to  the  latter,  it  was 

Resolved^  That^  in  view  of  statements  made  before  Synod  in  regard 
to  the  Rev.  John  C.  Beinhauer,  the  removal  of  his  suspension  from 
the  holy  ministry  and  his  dismission  to  the  Passaic  Presbytery,  be 
referred  back  to  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  for   re-consideration. 


ARTICLE  XL 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  reported, 
that  they  transacted  no  business,  inasmuch  as  the  Synod  had  not  re- 
ferred any  one  to  them  for  examination. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports, 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  amended  and  adopted. 
The  report  as  adopted  is  as  follows : 

The  Comn^ittee  on  the  State  of  Religion  respeotfally  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

Father i  and  Brethren : — In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year, 
and  summing  up  its  results,  '^  it  is  very  meet  and  right,  and  our 
bounden  duty,"  first  of  all,  to  lift  our  hearts  in  grateful  adoration  un- 
to ''  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  hlood, 
and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father,''  for 
the  manifold  blessings  of  His  providence  and  grace  vouchsafed  unto 
us  as  a  Church. 

The  reports  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  exhibit  cheer- 
ing evidence  of  growth  and  prosperity  during  the  year,  notwithstand- 
ing the  difficulties  with  which  we  have  been  called  to  contend.  God 
has  graciously  condescended  to  smile  upon  the  self-sacrificing  labors 
of  our  ministry,  and,  in  some  respects  at  least;  to  crown  them  with 
more  thafi  ordinary  success.  Our  course  has  been  onward  and  up- 
ward.  An  unusually  large  number  of  new  churches  have  been  erected, 
and  many  of  our  old  ones  have  been  remodeled  and  beautified. 
The  additions  to  our  membership  are  in  a  high  degree  encouraging. 
Nearly  nine  thousand  were  baptized,  and  upwards  of  five  thousand 
were  received  into  full  '^  fellowship  with  the  household  of  faith  "  by 
holy  confirmation.  The  attendance  upon  the  ministrations  of  the 
sanctuary  on  the  Lord's  day  has  been  such  as  to  promise  an  abundant 
harvest  in  the  future.  When  we  remember  that  Synod  now  numbers 
only  thirteen  Classes — three  less  than  one  year  ago— we  have  great 
reason  to  "thank  God  and  take  courage." 

But  whilst  the  reports  of  the  several  Classes  assure  us  of  outward 
growth  and  prosperity,  they  are  no  less  confident  in  bearing  testimony 
to  advancement  in  true  piety  and  godliness.  The  preaching  of  the 
everlasting  Gospel,  and  the  administration  of  the  holy  sacraments, 
have  been  blessed  to  the  edification  of  the  Church.  God's  people 
have  been  strengthened  in  the  inner  man,  and  more  firmly  rooted  and 
grounded  in  the  love  and  knowledge  of  Jesus.  '*  Although,'^  one 
Classis  reports,  "  there  are  still  in  our  midst  many  that  are  weak  and 
sickly  and  many  that  sleep,  we  rejoice  to  perceive  more  and  more  evi- 
dence of  true  piety  and  vital  godliness — not  that  kind  of  piety  which 
springs  from  the  feelings  of  the  individual,  but  true  piety,  which  has 
its  basis  in  the  objectivities  of  the  Christian  religion^  and  is  founded 
on  the  personal  union  of  the  believer  with  Christ.'' 

Nearly  all  the  Classes  report  a  ^'  more  general  and  devout  observ- 
ance of  the  seasons  of  the  Church  Year.''    In  a  number  of  instances, 
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we  are  told,  "  Bpecinl  religions  services  were  held  daring  the  whole  of 
Holy  week,  greatly  to  the  edification  of  the  congregation  in  which 
this  most  solemn  season  was  ohserved.  The  happiest  results,  it  would 
seem,  have  followed  this  retnrn  to  the  "  old  paths." 

In  Christian  heneficence  we  are  progressing.  The  contrihutions 
for  general  church  purposes,  during  the  year,  amount  to  $68,780.68 ; 
nearly  812,000  more  than  were  contributed  the  preceding  year.  This 
is  gratifying.  The  grace  of  giving  to  the  Lord  is  evidently  on  the 
increase.  Oor  people  are  beginning  to  realize  the  truth  of  our  Lord's 
saying :  "  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  But  we  are 
still  sadly  deficient  in  this  department  of  Christian  activity.  We  have 
not  by  any  means  reached  the  full  measure  of  our  ability.  Our  an- 
nual benevolent  contributions  should  be  counted  by  hundreds  of 
thousands.  Our  people  have  the  means,  and  when  they  are  once 
brought  to  a  full  consciousness  of  the  privileges  and  responsibilities  of 
the  Christian  life,  the  Church  will  experience  no  difBculty  whatever 
in  carrying  forward  its  various  benevolent  enterprises. 

Having  thus  summarily  referred  to  the  more  encouraging  features 
of  the  past  year*s  history,  as  gathered  from  the  reports  placed  in  our 
hands,  it  becomes  our  duty  briefly  to  advert  to  some  of  the  hinderances 
that  have  stood  in  the  way  of  further  progress  and  vital  godliness. 
Prominent  among  them  we  notice, 

1 .  The  sad  want  of  that  self-sacrificing  spirit  which  illustrated  and 
hallowed  our  Lord's  life.  Here  our  greatest  deficiency  is  to  be  found, 
and  to  it  may  be  traced  our  failure  to  appreciate,  in  larger  measure, 
the  privileges,  and  meet  the  responsibilities  of  the  Gospel.  In  body 
and  soul,  in  life  and  death,  we  are  not  our  own.  Only  so  far  as  we 
enter  into  this  precious  truth,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  make  it  our 
own,  will  it  be  possible  for  us  as  individuals  or  a  Church,  to  go  on  ap- 
prehending more  and  more  *'  that  for  which  we  have  been  apprehend- 
ed of  Christ  Jesus." 

2.  Another  hinderance  mourned  over  by  many  of  the  Classes,  is  the 
manifest  indifference  of  parents  to  the  spiritual  well-being  of  their 
children.  As  a  Church  we  are  more  fully  conscious  than  ever  before 
of  our  obligations  to  the  young,  especially  to  those  who  have  received 
the  grace  of  Baptism;  and  we  have  cherished  the  fond  hope,  that  our 
membership  are  awake  to  the  importance  of  the  subject.  In  this,  it 
would  seem,  we  have  been  in  error.  Parents  still  need  "  line  upon 
line,  and  precept  upon  precept,"  touching  the  solemn  responsibilities 
that  grow  out  of  their  relation  to  their  children,  and  our  pastors  can- 
not be  too  earnest  in  urging  upon  them  their  duty  in  this  respect. 

3.  The  want  of  that  "  charity  that  thinketh  no  evil,"  has  stood  in 
the  way  of  our  growth  and  prosperity.  In  one  of  the  Classical  reports 
we  read  :  '^  In  some  cases,  there  is  a  deplorable  want  of  that  charity f 
which  is  the  richest  and  ripest  fruit  of  the  Christian  life,  and  without 
which  all  our  graces,  and  even  faith  itself,  is  of  no  account.  A 
wicked  spirit  of  contention  mars  the  unity  and  lessens  the  strength  of 
some  churches,  and  chills  the  zeal  and  love  of  many  members."     This 
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18  sad  enough.  As  in  the  material  universe  gravitation  gives  shape 
to  the  falling  tear,  globular  form  and  motion  to  the  heavenly  bodies, 
und  unites  ihem  all  to  one  common  centre ;  so  in  the  moral  world  love 
^^ives  complexion  to  character,  makes  the  people  of  God  mie  in  will 
and  affection,  and  unites  them  to  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  in  Ilim  to 
the  throbbing  Centre  of  Life,  the  very  heart  of  Infinite  Love.  ^^  Be- 
hold hew  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity  !  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head,  that  ran 
down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard;  that  went  down  to  the 
skirts  of  his  garments;  as  the  dew  of  Hermon  and  as  the  dew  that 
descended  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion.  For  there  the  Lord  com- 
manded the  blessing,  even  life  forevermorc/' 

Since  the  last  ant^ual  meeting  of  Synod,  some  who  "had  part  with 
us  in  the  ministry,"  are  with  us  no  more.  Kev.  William  C.  Bennet, 
of  Zion's  Classis,  Rev.  Albert  Ilelffenstein,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia  Clai^sis, 
Rev.  Abraham  H.  Dotterer,  of  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  Rev. 
Philip  Mayer,  of  Lebanon  Classic,  having  finished  '^  the  work  given 
them  to  do/'  have  entered  into  their  rest.  By  their  death  we  are 
admonished  :  '*  Be  ye  also  ready  :  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not, 
the  Son  of  Man  cometh." 

"  Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all 
that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto 
Him  be  glory  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Jesus^  throughout  all  ages, 
world  without  end.     Amen." 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  AUGIIINBAUGH, 
U.  HENRY  HEILMAN, 
SAM'L.  R.  FISHER, 
A.  W.  MYERS, 
STEPHEN  STALEY, 

Committee, 
(^For  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix  ) 


The  following  religious  exercises  were  observed  during  the  sessions 
of  Synod : 

1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious 
exercises. 

2.  Rev.  John  Ault,  David  E.  Elopp,  and  Elders  David  Eschbach 
and  John  Rodenmayer  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Religious  Ex- 
ercises. This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

The  following  order  is  proposed  for  the  Religious  Exercises  to  be 
observed  by  Sjnod  on  Thursday  evening,  according  to  a  standing 
rule: 

Opening  by  the  Choir ;  Invocation  and  Hymn  by  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam M.  Deatrick ;  Reading  of  Scripture  and  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Franklin  W.  Kremer;  Hymn  by  Prof.  John  S.  Stahr;  Address  b 
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the  Rev.  David  E.  Klopp ;  Hymn  by  the  Rev.  Maxwell  S.  Rowland ; 
Address  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Philips;  Prayer  by  Rev.  John  Beck; 
Dozology  and  Benediction  by  the  Rev.  John  H.  Sykes. 

In  regard  to  other  religious  exercises^  the  following  appointmeDts 
are  proposed : 

Reformed  Church — Friday  evening,  Rev.  John  Beck  ;  Saturday 
afternoon,  Rev.  I)r.  Moses  Kieffer ;  Saturday  evening,  Rev.  Calvin  S. 
Gerhard )  Sunday  morning,  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Zacharias;  Sunday  even- 
ing, Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Gans.  Sunday  school  Addresses :  Rev.  £dwin 
R.  Eschbach,  William  R.  H.  Deatrich,  John  W.  Steinmetz,  and  Elder 
John  Wiest. 

Presbyterian  Church — Sunday  morning,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  H. 
Giesy  ;  Sunday  evening,  Rev.  J.  Spangler  Kieffer. 

Methodist  Church — Sunday  morning,  Rev.  Dr.  Franklin  W.  Kra- 
mer ;  Sunday  evening,  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Dubbs. 

Lutheran  Church — Sunday  morning,  Rev.  William  Goodrich  ;  Sun- 
day evening,  Rev.  Adam  C.  Whitmer. 

Bethel  Church — Sunday  morning,  Rev.  Henry  W.  H.  Hibschman ; 
Sunday  evening,  Rev.  William  F.  JP.  Davis. 

United  Brethren  Church — Sunday  morning,  Rev.  Davil  E.  Klopp, 
Sunday  evening,  Rev.  Maxwell  S.  Rowland. 

The  Committee  recommand,  that  a  Missionary  meeting  be  held  on 
Monday  evening,  to  be  conducted  by  the  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  Home  Missioas,  at  which  an 
opportunity  shall  be  afforded  for  brief  volunteer  addresses. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  AULT,  Chairman. 

The  Religious  Exercises  of  Synod  were  observed  on  Thursday 
evening,  in  the  order  proposed  by  the  Committee.  The  other  ap- 
pointments made  were  severally  filled. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 
THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

I.    REPOETS  OF  THE  BOARDS  OP  TRUSTEES  AND  YISITOBS. 

a)   Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Theological  Seminary,  held  in  Chambersburg,  October  7th,  1870,  the 
President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  were  appointed  to  report  to 
Synod. 

During  the  Synodical  year,  the  Board  held  one  special  and  two  re- 
gular meetings.  The  first  regular  meeting  was  held  at  Mercersburg, 
May  11th,  at  which  time  they  organized  by  re-electing  the  old  officers. 
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The  special  meeting  was  held  in  Harrisburg,  November  12th,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  more  agents  into  the  field,  to  complete,  if  possible, 
the  scheme  originated  at  Hagerstown  S^nod,  viz.,  to  raise  fifty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  removal  of  the  Theological  Seminary  to  Lancaster,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  for  the  completion  of  the  Tercentenary  Professorship, 
and  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  increase  of  the  old  Seminary  Fund. 
The  Board  failed  to  secure  other  agents,  and  the  Rev.  John  W.  Stein- 
metz  was  continued  alone. 

The  third  meeting  was  held  in  Chambersburg,  October  7th,  1870, 
at  which  time  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  presented  his  account,  which 
was  audited,  and  a  balance  of  $847.59  found  to  be  due  him.  The 
Treasurer  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  necessity  of  in- 
creasing the  Seminary  Endowment  Fund.  The  whole  amount  of  the 
Fund  at  six  per  cent,  wili^fail  short  of  paying  the  Professors'  salaries. 
There  are  always  parties  who  fail  to  pay  promptly  their  interest,  which 
more  than  makes  up  for  the  extra  interest  on  Bank  Stocks.  The 
Board  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

^^Eesohedy  That  the  report  of  this  Board  to  Synod  fully  set  forth  all 
the  facts  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  Seminary,  the  amount  real- 
ized and  subscribed,  and  how  divided  for  removal  or  endowment; 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  the  Church  has  not  responded  to 
the  call  of  Synod,  in  raising  the  am3unt  of  funds  asked  for  by  Synod 
to  complete  this  movement,  and  that  the  further  agitation  of  the  sub- 
ject be  dropped,  and  that  the  Seminary  be  and  remain  where  it  is  lo- 
cated in  Mercersburg,  where  it  has  met  in  the  past,  as  it  is  now 
meeting,  all  the  demands  of  the  Church." 

The  Bev.  John  W.  Steinmetz  tendered  his  resignation  as  agent  of 
the  Board,  because  the  interests  of  his  charge  demand  his  time  and 
care.  His  resignation  was  accepted.  The  report  of  the  agent  shows 
his  labors  during  the  last  year  to  be  not  so  successful  as  in  the  former 
year,  the  whole  amount  secured  in  cash,  notes,  and  subscriptions,  ag- 
gregating only  about  five  thousand  dollars,  ranging  in  amounts  from 
fifty  cents  to  five  hundred  dollars,  payable  in  from  three  months  to  five 
years. 

The  agent  says :  '*  I  have  been  much  hindered  in  proseoutiug  the 
work  by  brethren  thinking  their  charges  were  not  ready,  or  because 
tJiey  were  not  ready.  Thus  I  had  to  spend  much  of  my  time  and 
earnings  in  traveling  to  find  brethren  and  charges  ready.  If  I  wrote 
beforehand,  I  was  almost  sure  to  receive  a  negative  reply.'' 

The  agent  also  says :  "  I  have  done  nothing  with  the  Plainfield 
bonds.  Indeed  I  could  not,  as  they  were  not  placed  in  my  hands. 
I  could  not  collect  them  on  a  simple  statement.  You  can  easily  see 
that  new  subscriptions  could  not  be  secured,  when  the  old  ones  were 
presented  at  the  same  time/' 

The  agent  reports  the  sum  of  $22,257  80  as  the  result  of  his  labor. 
He  says :  "  Of  all  the  contributors,  only  five  were  opposed  to  removal, 
and  these  only  gave  $350  together.  I  could,  with  the  exception  of 
these  five,  have  written  all  the  notes  for  removal.    Some  three  thou- 
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ga'tad  dollars'  worth  are  written  for  eDdowmeDt,  simply  because  the 
}{oard  determined  that  notes  given  for  removal  must  be  paid  within 
three  years,  when  for  endowment  the  time  might  be  five  years.  So 
when  any  brother  could  be  induced  to  give  a  larger  amount  in  five 
than  in  three  years,  or  desired  the  more  extended  time,  I  wrote  for 
endowment,  or  for  endowment  and  removal.  So  far  as  the  will  or  de- 
sign of  the  donor  is  concerned,  the  Board  could  devote  all  I  secured 
to  removal  without  in  the  least  doing  violence  to  their  will  or  design, 
the  above  five  excepted/' 

Mr.  D.  W.  Gross  reported  to  the  Board,  that  the  Hon.  John  C. 
Kuukel  (since  deceased)  placed  in  his  hands  $5,000  primarily  for  re- 
moval of  the  Seminary, — should  this  fail,  for  another  object  in  the 
Church.  Mr.  Edward  J.  Zahm  presented  a  transcript  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College, 
January  6th,  1870,  subscribiog  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  conveyance  of  five 
acres  of  land  now  beloogiqg  to  the  College,  as  soon  as  satisfactory 
assurauce  shall  be  given  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Seminary,  that  their 
buildings  shall  be  erected  upon  the  five  acres  so  conveyed. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Seminary  reports  about  five  thousand  dol- 
lars paid  on  the  endowment  and  removal  fund. 

The  Committee  would  call  the  atteotioD  of  Synod  to  the  character 
of  the  notes  and  subscriptions  obtained.  The  proportion  for  endow- 
ment is  about  the  same  as  it  was  last  year.  The  balance  is  for  en- 
dowment and  removal.  Some  parties,  who  gave  their  notes  in  this 
way,  instruct  the  Treasurer,  on  remitting,  as  follows :  "  This  money 
is  for  endowment,"  *'  This  money  is  for  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Mercersburg.''  Others  say :  "  For  the  Seminary,''  and  but  few  say 
for  removal.  There  are  seventy-five  notes  due  and  unpaid,  amounting 
to  nearly  95,000,  and  about  one  hundred  subscriptions,  amounting*to 
$500.  The  Synod  will  see  at  once  the  uncertainty  of  the  collecting 
of  these  amounts ;  and  the  notes  and  subscriptions  maturing  in  '71, 
2,  3,  4,  and  5,  are  of  the  same  chiracter. 

Respectfully  submitted,  D.  W.  GROSS,  President, 

A.  B.  WINGERD,  Treasurer, 


The  President  of  the  Board  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  ap- 
pend to  this  report  the  following  statement : 

The  undersigned  respectfully  asks  the  privilege  of  appending  to  the 
report  just  read,  the  following  statement  of  his  position  in  that  Board 
as  an  individual : 

His  signature  to  said  report  is  his  official  act  as  its  President,  cer- 
tifying to  or  stating  the  transactions  of  said  Board^  without  approving 
of  all  its  acts.  In  his  relation  to  the  Board  as  one  of  its  members,  he 
dissents  entirely  from  the  conclusions  arrived  at,  at  its  last  meeting, 
as  embodied  in  a  certain  resolution  then  adopted,  and  contained  in 
said  report.  The  objectionable  feature  in  said  resolution  is  the  de- 
^^  That  the  Church  has  failed  to  respond  to  the  coll  made 
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upon  ber  towards  this  object/'  and  for  that  reason  Synod  be  requested 
to  determine  that  the  Seminary  should  not  be  removed,  but  allowed 
to  remain  where  it  is. 

Id  the  report  of  our  agent,  a  part  of  which  is  embraced  in  said  re- 
port, it  is  stated  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  work  only  about 
eight  months.  In  this  time  he  has  canvassed,  say  three  Classes,  viz  , 
Sast  and  West  Susquehanna,  and  East  Pennsylvania,  and  a  small 
portion  of  Maryland  Classis,  the  better  part  of  the  latter  remaining 
untouched.  In  this  field  he  has  secured  in  cash,  notes  and  subscrip- 
tions, $22,257  00.  Of  this  sum,  he  states  that  only  five  contributors, 
at  the  time  of  subscribing  or  giving  their  notes,  *'were  opposed  to  the 
removal,  and  they  only  gave  $350  together."  '*  So  far  as  the  will  or 
design  of  the  donors  is  concerned,  the  Board  could  devote  all  I  se- 
cured to  removal^  without  in  the  least  doing  violence  to  their  will  or 
design,  excepting  the  five  oases  above  mentioned." 

Three  Classes  and  a  small  part  of  the  fourth  have  subscribed  this 
amount.  There  are  seven  Classes  remaining  in  this  Synod,  in  the- 
bounds  of  which  this  interest  has  not  been  presented,  for  the  reason 
that  agents  could  not  be  procured  to  do  it.  In  this  number  are  in- 
cluded Lebanon,  Gushenhoppen,  Lancaster,  Philadelphia  and  Zion,  in 
which  the  balance  required  to  fix  our  Seminary  comfortably  in  Lan- 
caster can  easily  be  raised.  In  the  resignation  of  our  agent  he  states, 
that  if  four  agents  had  been  placed  in  the  field  at  the  commencement, 
the  required  sum  would  have  been  raised  before  this. 

In  addition  to  the  above  sum,  we  have  a  donation  by  one  individual 
who  is  now  in  his  grave,  of  $5,000,  and  the  subscription  by  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College  of  five  acres  of  land,  worth  $5,000  more.  These 
things  being  so,  the  undersigned  thinks  that  the  conclusion  at  which 
the  Board  arrived  is  not  warranted.  D.  W.  GROSS. 


TREASURE IVS  REPORT. 
Brethren  : — 

I  herewith  submit  my  ninth  annual  report,  which,  in  the  main, 
differs  but  little  from  my  former  reports.  Your  investments  have 
paid  their  usual  dividends.  Individuals  have,  as  usual,  failed  to  pay 
promptly.  Your  Treasurer  has  reminded  them  of  the  need  of  all 
dues.  In  some  cases  he  has  had  a  response ;  but  in  others,  not  only 
a  silence,  but  a  positive  refusal  to  pay,  and  demand  for  their  bonds, 
alleging  that  the  Tutorship  scheme  has  not  been  carried  out  by  Synod 
according  to  its  original  design.     Your  Treasurer  asks  for  instruction. 

The  Plainfield  bonds  have  been  very  much  neglected.  No  principal 
has  been  received,  and  but  little  interest.  Your  Treasurer  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  great  importance  of  a  further  en- 
dowment of  our  Theological  Seminary,  as  there  are  always  parties  who 
fail  to  pay  promptly.  The  present  endowment^  at  the  usual  rate  of 
interest,  must  fall  short  of  paying  the  Professors'  salaries,  which 
ought  not  to  be. 

The  Library  Fund  meets  all  demands;  but  owing  to  its  limited  na- 
ture, purchases  must  of  necessity  be  also  limited. 
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thus  being  absent  from  examination,  and  to  return  at  different  dates 
afler  tbe  opening  of  the  succeeding  term.  This  necessitates  a  special 
examination,  and  thus  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  or  a  Committee 
appointed  by  it.  But  even  thb  fails  to  meet  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
as  there  is  so  great  irregularity  in  the  time  of  their  return,  that  the 
earlier-comers  go  forward  for  weeks  together,  in  the  advance  class, 
before  the  Board  passes  upon  their  qualification  for  such  advance- 
ment, thus  greatly  embarrassing  its  action.  It  is  greatly  desirable 
that  Synod  should  adopt,  if  possible,  some  order  upon  the  subject, 
and  thus  simplify  the  workings  of  the  institution. 

The  evil  of  a  failure  on  the  pait  of  some  of  the  students  to  measure 
to  the  proper  standard  of  literary  scholarship,  was  again  a  cause  of 
embarrassment  to  the  Board.  But  believing  that  it  was  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  Synod's  instructions,  it  disposed  of 
the  several  cases,  as  prudence  and  its  best  judgment  dictated. 

The  Faculty  reported  to  the  Board,  that  th^  had  no  now  proposi- 
tions to  make  with  reference  to  the  Traveling  Tutor.  The  Board  di- 
rected this  report  to  say  to  Synod,  that'  it  was  not  prepared  to  make 
any  such  appointment. 

Prof.  Jacob  B.  Kershner  was  appointed  to  continue  in  his  capacity 
as  Tutor  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  Exegesis  for  the  ensuing  year, 
at  the  same  salary  as  the  preceding  year. 

Forty- two  Beneficiaries  have  received  assistance  from  the  Board 
during  the  past  year. 

There  will  be  as  many  students  in  attendance  in  the  Seminary  this 
year  as  there  was  during  the  last. 

The  Treasurer's  report  accompanying  this  will  show  the  condition 
of  the  finances  of  the  Board.  S.  N.  CALLENDER,  Secretary, 

Synopsis  op  Treasurer's  Report. 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Stales  in 
account  with  Samuel  R.  Fisher^  Treasurer, 

CR. 

By  balance  in  Treasury,  October,  1869 ^ S  460  44 

By  cash  received  from  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania...  277  50 

"                                Lebanon 632  77 

"                                 Zion 404  08 

«                                Philadelphia 512  81 

♦*                                Maryland 15  00 

"                                Mercersburg 1,417  44 

<<                                 Goshenhoppen 697  21 

"                                Lancaster 470  00 

<<  East  Susquehanna...  272  00 

'<  West  Susquehanna...  167  75 

"                                Loan 1,000  00 

'<  Int.  and  Dividends...  260  57 

''                                Miscellaneous 143  60 

$6,731  17 
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DR. 

To  cash  paid  beneficiaries  of  Classis  of  East  Penna $  375  00 

"                                 Lebanon 639  59 

Zion 411  58 

"                               Philadelphia 492  85 

"                           .    Mercereburg 1,241  00 

Gosbenhoppen 784  31 

"                                Lancaster 475  00 

'*                                 East  Susquehanna...  275  00 

^'                                 West  Susquehanna...  167  75 

Clarion 260  00 

"                                General 1,295  60 

'^                                Int.  and  expenses....  36  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 287  49 


u 


$6,731  17 


Aneti  of  the  Board. 


Nine  shares  of  Harrisburg  National  Bank,  par  value  $25 

per  share,  jielding  dividends  per  year  $36,  equal  to  $  600  00 

One  Government  Bond 1,000  00 

Loaned  on  Interest : 1,138  44 

Indebtedness  of  the  Board, 

Loan  effected,  April  Ist,  1870,  on  which  the  interest  is 

paid  to  October,  1870 $1,000  00 

The  assets  are  made  up  of  legacies  and  donations  given  for  perma- 
nent investment.  The  principal,  therefore,  must  be  kept  inviolate,  and 
provision  made  outside  of  it  for  cancelling  the  loan. 

Treasurer. 

I  have  examined  the  foregoing  account,  with  the  vouchers,  and  find 
it  correct,  showing  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $287.49.  So  cer- 
tifies J.  W.  SANTEE. 

October  22d,  1870. 


II.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  foregoing  reports,  with  the  appended  aocuments,  submitted 
their  report,  the  reception  of  which  and  action  upon  it  had  been  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  afternoon  of  the  seventh  day  of  the 
sessions.  At  the  time  appointed,  the  report  was'  received,  taken  up 
item  by  item,  amended,  and  then  adopted.  The  report,  as  adopted, 
is  as  follows : 
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The  Committee  on  tlie  Theological  SemiDary^  having  examined  tbe 
documents  placed  in  their  hands,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  re- 
port : — 

1.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  TTieological  Seminary. 

From  this  report,  it  appears,  that,  during  the  past  year,  the  Board 
held  three  meetings,  at  which  it  gave  most  diligent  heed  to  the  busi- 
ness which  claimed  its  attention.  It  endeavored  to  carry  out  the  ac- 
tion of  the  last  Synod,  which  directed  the  Board  to  appoint  ono  or 
more  ageuts  to  cooperate  with  the  Rev.  John  W.  Stein  meta  io  solicit- 
ing subscriptions  for  the  removal  of  the  Seminary,  but  failed  to  secure 
any  other  agents.  The  success  of  the  agent,  Rev.  John  W.  Stein- 
metz,  is  reported  as  not  having  been  so  great  during  the  past  year  as 
during  the  year  previous,  for  several  reasons,  among  which  was  tbe 
inability  of  the  agent  to  devote  much  time  to  the  work,  and  the  nn- 
willingness  of  many  of  the  brethren  to  open  their  congregations  to 
him. 

In  view  of  what  the  Board  regards  as  the  partial  failure  of  the  ef- 
fort to  raise  950,000  for  the  removal  of  tbe  Seminary,  during  the 
past  two  years,  the  Board  recommends  that  Synod  drop  the  further 
agitation  of  this  subject,  and  that  the  Seminary  remain  in  Mercers - 
burg,  where  it  is  now  located. 

From  this  judgment  and  recommendation  of  the  Board,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  dissents. 

The  Board  also  reports,  that  there  is  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Board  amounting  to  $847.59,  which  deficiency  makes  it  evident 
to  the  Board,  that  the  Seminary  endowment  fund  ought  to  be  in- 
creased. 

The  Board  reports  further,  that  the  agent,  Bev.  John  W.  Steinmetz, 
has  resigned,  and  that  his  resignation  has  been  accepted. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Board  and  from  tbe  paper  pre- 
sented by  its  President,  that  the  whole  amount  secured  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  Seminary  is  about  $30,000,  which  amount  was  collected 
from  less  than  one-half  of  the  territory  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Synod. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  suggestions,  your  committee  would  offer 
the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  : 

1.  Besolvcd,  That  the   Theological  Seminary  be  removed,  durin 
the  present  year^  from  Mercersburg  to  Lancaster,  Pa. 

2.  Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  be  and 
hereby  are  instructed  to  obtain  from  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College  the  legal  conveyance  to  them  of  the  five  acres  of  land 
offered  by  the  Trustees  of  said  College  towards  the  removal  of  the 
Seminary. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  be  and 
hereby  are  instructed  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  erection  of  such  build* 
ings,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  and  permanent  use  of  the 

nnary,  on  the  grounds  donated  by  Franklin  and  Marshall  College, 
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d  that  tbe  buildings  be  ready  for  occnpaQcy  at  tbe  opening  of  the 
next  term  of  the  Seminary,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  September, 

1871. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trostees  of  the  Seminary  endeavor 
to  prosecute  most  vigorously  the  work  of  completing  the  collection  of 
the  balance  of  the  amounts  still  needed  to  realize  the  action  of  the 
Synod  of  Hagerstown  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  Seminary. 

5.  Resolved,  That  authority  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg  to  lease  the  real  estate  of 
the  Seminary,  when  vacated,  to  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg 
College  for  educational  purposes  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  at  an  annual  rent  of 
one  dollar,  and  that  the  Synod  be  exempt  from  all  expenses  connected 
with  the  property,  and  that  the  lessee  be  required  to  keep  the  build* 
ings  in  repair. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Regents  of  said  College  shall  always  have 
a  sufficient  insurance  on  the  property. 

2.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Hieological  Seminary. 

From  this  report  we  learn,  that  the  Board,  as  heretofore^  has  been 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  committed  to  its  care  and  super- 
vision. The  Board  attended  all  the  examinations  in  the  Seminary, 
and  report  that  these  examinations  afforded  abundant  evidence  of  the 
thoroughness  and  comprehensive  character  of  the  instructions  imparted 
by  the  Professors,  and  of  growing  knowledge  and  piety  on  the  part  of 
the  students. 

It  reports,  that  there  have  been  twenty-six  students  connected  with 
the  Seminary  during  the  past  year,  and  that  prospects  in  this  regard 
for  the  present  year  are  encouraging. 

The  Board  appointed  Prof.  Jacob  B.  Kershner  to  continue  as  Tutor 
of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  Exegesis  for  the  present  year,  at  the 
same  salary  as  the  preceding  year. 

The  Board  also  had  forty-two  Beneficiaries  under  its  care,  to  whom 
it  gave  assistance  during  the  past  year. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  reports  that  he  received  during  the 
past  year  $6,731.17,  which  includes  a  balance  of  $460  44  at  the  last 
annual  settlement  and  a  loan  of  $1,000,  and  expended  $6;443.68, 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  $287.49. 

In  regard  to  the  statements  of  this  report,  your  committee  would 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  Prof.  Jacob  B.  Kershner  as 
Tutor  for  the  present  year  be  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  be  earnestly  enjoined  to  continue  to  en- 
large their  contributions  to  Beneficiary  Education. 

In  regard  to  the  item  referred  to  us,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Minutes  of  Synod,  asking  this  Synod  to  declare  which  of  the  Profes- 
sorships in  the  Theological  Seminary  is  the  German  Professorship, 
should  the  Tercentenary  Professorship  be  now  endowed,  your  commit- 
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tee  would  state,  that  they  have  no  knowledge  that  the  Tercentenarj 
Professorship  is  endowed  and  therefore  have  no  declaration  to  make 
on  the  subject  Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  BECK, 
C.  H.  LEINBACH, 
SAMUEL  MILLER. 
E.  M.  LAUBAUGH, 
J.  DAVID  MILLER,  CommiUee. 

The  first  item  in  the  report,  authorizing  the  removal  of  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  from  Mercersburg  to  Lancaster,  Pa ,  was  adopted  by 
the  following  vote  of  Yeas  and  Nays : 

Yeas  — John  Beck,  Isaac  K.  Loos^  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  Daniel  E. 
Schoedler,  Daniel  F.  Brendel,  Owen  li.  Schreiber,  Aaron  G.  Ren- 
nioger,  William  Keller,  Isaac  E.  Graeff,  Samuel  Miller,  Charles  H. 
Leinbach,  Thomas  C.  Leinbach,  John  Wilhelm,  Christian  D.  Zeh- 
ring,  Jacob  D.  Zehring,  William  D.  O.  Rodrock,  Daniel  Gring,  Wm. 
F.  CoUiflower,  Henry  C.  Schriver,  Jacob  Reif,  John  Schaeffer,  Geo. 
Schwartz,  Wm.  A.  Gring,  Samuel  Philips,  Henry  L.  Grandlienard, 
Marcus  Bachman,  Joseph  W.  Santee,  Daniel  S.  Biser,  John  Roden- 
mayer,  Charles  Becker,  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  David 
E.  Klopp,  Wm.  Brownback,  Henry  Klos,  J.  David  Miller,  Mortimer 
L.  Shuford,  Lewis  Y:  Shearer,  Stephen  Staley,  Moses  Kieffer,  Calvin 
U.  Heilman,  William  C.  B.  Shulenberger^  Frederick  Hyle,  John  W. 
Nevin,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  William  H.  H.  Snyder,  Frederick  A .  Gast, 
Daniel  W*  Gross,  Isaac  Bushong,  John  S.  Stahr,  William  H.  Seibert, 
George  W.  Aughinbaugh,  Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  Lawrence  D.  Leberman, 
Daniel  B.  Mauger,  Michael  Worman,  George  K.  Lorah,  John  W, 
Lescher,  John  W.  Steinmetz,  David  W.  Kelly,  David  Eschbach, 
George  C.  Welker^  Elias  Lawbach,  Uriah  H.  Heilman,  William  G. 
Engel,  Tilgham  J.  Seipel,  Griffin  Rote,  John  Hoffer,  John  M.  Troz- 
ell.    Total,  69. 

Nays. — Joseph  L.  Lemberger,  Jacob  Sechler,  George  Hoobaugh, 
Joshua  Motter,  James  R.  Cushwa,  Maxwell  S.  Rowland,  John  Wiest, 
Henry  Heckerman,  Adam  Haderman,  Jacob  Heyser,  John  K.  Key- 
ser,  Benjamin  Neff,  William  M.  Deatrick.     Total,  13. 

NoN-LiQUBT. — Franklin  W.  Kremer,  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  An- 
drew W.  Meyers,  Henry  Wissler.     Total,  4. 


III.  election  of  the  boards  connected  with  the  theological 

SEMINABY.     • 

Board  of  7Vtis/<'e«.— Joshua  Motter,  George  Cook,  Daniel  W. 
Gross,  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  David  Zeller,  James 
Cushwa,  D.  M.  B.  Shannon,  David  C.  Hammond,  Edward  J.  Zahm, 
Jacob  Heyser,  John  P.  Hassler,  and  David  B.  Russell,  of  the  former 
Board,  were  retained.  In  the  place  of  those  whose  names  are  omit'- 
ted,  Charles  Santee,  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Isaac  Lefever,  Mechanicsburg, 
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Pa.,  John  Heilman,  Lebanon  connty,  Pa.,  and  Owen  L.  Sohreiber, 
-^^fii^MMn^pAMi-coanty,  Pa.,  were  elected. 

Board  of  Vmtor$, — Rev,  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Joseph  W.  San- 
tee,  Isaac  O.  Brown,  William  Goodrich,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  Dr.  Tho« 
mas  G.  Apple,  Peter  S.  Davis,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  and  Daniel  Y, 
Heisler,  of  the  former  Board,  were  retained.  In  the  place  of  those 
whose  names  are  omitted,  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Leinbaoh,  Samuel  G. 
Wagner^  and  Charles  F.  MoCauIey,  were  elected. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  following  statements  were  received  from  the  President  and 
Treasurer  of  General  Synod's  Board  of  Home  Missions,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Missions : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Synod 
(for  the  information  of  Synod)  respectfully  report  sthe  receipts  from 
November  26th,  1869,  to  October  17th,  1870,  the  sum  of  eight 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifly-two  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents 
(•8,652.72). 

Amount  paid  out  during  the  same  period,  nine  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents  ($9,152.63),  including 
balance  due  the  Treasurer  at  last  settlement. 

Balance  duo  the  Treasurer,  this  date,  $499  91.  Orders  on  hand, 
unpaid,  $1,512.50. 

The  annexed  statement  will  exhibit  the  sources  of  the  contributions 
of  the  four  Synods  and  twenty-six  Classes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  SANTEB,   Treasurer 
B.  H.  M.  General  Synod  Ref  Church, 

Philadelphia,  October  17th,  1870. 

Charles  Santee,  Treasurer^  in  account  with  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  OeneraJ  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 

in  the  United  States. 

Receipts  from  Nov.  26,  1869,  to  Oct.  17,  1870. 

EASTERN   SYNOD. 

ClasBis  of  Philadelphia, $1,342  66 

"         Goshenhoppen 1,186  44 

«         EastPenna 966  46 

'*         Mercersburg 847  51 

Carried  over ..$4,343  0' 

3  I 
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Amount  broulit  over $4,343  06 

Glaflsis  of  East  Suaq .•  -  790  14 

**         Lebanon 765  04 

"        Zion 294  71 

"         WestSasq ,..       264  95 

**        Lancaster 292  73 

"         Maryland 165  75 

"        Virginia 150  00 

"        New  York .\ 106  19 

87,172  57 

8TN0D   OF   OHIO   AND   ADJACENT   STATES. 

ClaBSiB  of  Iowa $395  75 

"         St.  John 173  33 

"        Tiffin 135  31 

"        Miami 114  25 

"         Eastern  Ohio 34   25 

"        Illinois 27  65 

"        Tuscarawas 13   85 

$894  29 

SYNOD  OP   PITTSBURGH. 

Classis  of  .West  New  York $125  00 

*'        Clarion 43  50 

"        Westmoreland 22  58 

$191  08 

SYNOD   OP  THE   NORTH  WEST. 

Classis  of  Indiana, $48  40 

"        Erie 46  39 

"         Milwaukee 27  59 

"        St.  Joseph 17  40 

•*         Sheboygan 5  00 

Treasurer  of  North-Western  Synod 250  00 

$394  78 

RECAPITULATION. 

From  the  Synod  of  the  Ref.  Church  in  the  U.  S $7,172  57 

*'  Ohio  and  Adjacent  SUtes 894  29 

"  the  North-West 394  78 

"  Pittsburgh 191  08 

Total  receipts $8,652  72 

l^iid  out  (including  bal.  due  the  Tr.) $9,152  63 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer..,.! $499  91 
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To  the  S^od  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Fathsbs  and  Brethrsn: — 

The  nndersigned  has  been  ioBtrncted  to  present  to  jour  re- 
verend body  a  statement  on  the  subject  of  Home  Missions  in  our  Re- 
formed Zion. 

In  endeavoring  to  prosecute  this  work,  the  Board  labors  under  se- 
rious embarrassments. 

Our  receipts  are  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  upon  us. 
To  some  of  our  missionaries  who  are  dependent  upon  these  promised 
appropriations  from  the  Board,  for  the  support  of  their  families,  we 
owe  from  two  to  three  quarters'  salary.  Not  a  few  are  in  need  of  the 
ordinary  necessaries  of  life.  Whilst  they  strive  with  meekness  and 
patience  to  suffer  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  it  need  not  surprise  us,  that 
they  keenly  feel  this  violation  of  a  written  contract  by  one  of  the 
highest  Boards  of  the  Church.  If  our  pastors  expect  promptness  in 
the  payment  of  their  salaries  on  the  part  of  their  charges,  they  ought 
to  furnbh  this  Board  with  the  means  to  set  the  example  in  the  prompt 
payment  of  its  pledged  appropriations. 

Many  new  fields^  ripe  for  the  harvest,  have  been  brought  to  our 
notice  during  the  past  year,  some  of  which  might  have  been  made 
self  supporting  in  from  one  to  three  years  Not  one  in  ten  of  these 
could  we  receive  under  our  care.  Thus  to  turn  away  empty  the  chil- 
dren and  families  of  our  own  Church,  without  help,  or,  what  is  no 
better,  with  empty  promises,  the  Board  feels  as  a  keen  reproach  to 
our  Church,  and  a  violation  of  plain  Christian  duty. 

The  indebtedness  of  the  Church  Extension  Treasury  amounts  to 
$1,446.60. 

Our  pecuniary  embarrassment  is  owing — 

1.  To  the  small  amount  contributed.  To  do  justice  to  our  mis- 
sionary field,  we  ought  to  have  at  least  five  times  the  amount  received 
at  present.  It  could  readily  be  secured  by  the  general  and  systematic 
effort  of  all  our  pastors  and  congregations. 

2.  A  considerable  proportion  of  funds  collected  for  Home  Missions 
is  disbursed  by  the  respective  Classes  collecting  it.  Some  of  the 
wealthiest  and  largest  Classes  of  this  Synod  use  all  the  monies  they 
raise  for  points  within  their  own  bounds,  and  even  ask  our  Board  for 
additional  appropriations.  In  not  a  few  cases,  charges  possessing  the 
numerical  and  pecuniary  strength  to  support  a  pastor  or  pay  their 
Church  debts,  are  allowed  by  their  Classes  unjustly  to  consume  Mis- 
sionary and  Church  Extension  funds.  In  some  cases,  the  Board 
seeing  fit  to  withhold  a  certificate  of  permission  from  a  congregation, 
to  collect  Church  Extension  funds,  the  Classis  ta  which  the  said 
congregation  belonged  authorized  it  to  collect^  in  the  face  of  the  pro- 
hibitory action  of  the  Board.  Where  such  a  spirit  of  insubordination 
exists,  the  Board  cannot  possibly  carry  forward  its  labors  with  effi- 
ciency. 

In  the  distribution  of  funds  we  are  compelled  to  discriminate }  and 
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wliere  there  are  so  many  fields  worthy  of  support,  discrimiDation  is 
exceedingly  difficult,  and  sometimes  painful. 

The  Board  earnestly  desires  to  avoid  collision  and  irritating  friction 
with  any  of  the  judicatories  of  the  Church.  The  difficulty  complained 
of  was  felt  hy  the  preceding  Missionary  Boards.  It  demands  a  remedy, 
and  we  afiectionately  and  prayerfully  appeal  to  the  Synod  to  aid  us  in 
securing  it.  To  succeed  in  our  operations,  we  need  harmonious  action. 
Frequently  Classes  take  charge  of  unpromising  points  within  their 
bounds.  On  these  they  expend  their  contributions,  sometimes  for 
many  years,  and  expect  the  Board  to  aid  them,  when  it  was  never 
consulted  in  their  organization. 

We  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  your  reverend  body  to  the  fol- 
lowing points : 

1.  We  need  more  money.  To  secure  it,  it  will  be  necessary,  so  far 
as  possible,  to  introduce  and  cultivate  habits  of  systematic  giving  into 
our  congregations.  Where  all  give  something,  and  give  it  at  fixed 
regular  times,  as  God  has  blessed  them,  the  aggregate  offerings  will 
exceed  expectations. 

2.  It  is  important  that  the  Classes  should  exercise  an  economical 
discrimination  in  appropriating  their  Missionary  funds  to  fields  within 
their  own  bounds.  No  mission  should  be  taken  under  their  charge 
without  the  consent  of  the  General  Board.  The  officers  of  each 
Classis,  or  its  committee  on  Missions,  ought  to  see  to  it,  that  no  mission 
receives  aid  any  longer  than  is  absolutely  n«^cessary.  Where  it  is 
possible,  weak  charges  should  be  strengthened  by  the  addition  of 
neighboring  congregations;  and  where  the  members  possess  the 
means,  they  should  be  earnestly  urged  to  make  their  charge  self- 
supporting. 

3.  We  need  a  definite  understanding  of  the  relation  between  the 
General  Board  of  Missions  and  the  Classes  and  District  Synods  of  the 
Church,  in  matters  pertaining  to  Home  Missions.  If  we  are  to  con- 
trol and  successfully  cultivate  the  large  field  assigned  us,  there  must 
be  subordination  and  obedience  to  legitimate  authority.  In  order  to 
avoid  confusion  and  unpleasant  collisions,  ought  not  all  certificates, 
authorizing  persons  to  collect  for  Church  Extension,  to  emanate  from 
the  General  Board  of  Church  Extension,  and  from  this  only  ?  The 
Board  can  be  asked  to  issue  such  by  the  respective  Classes,  or  by  in- 
dividual charges. 

In  order  to  secure  the  Church  property  of  our  respective  missions 
permanently  to  the  Heformed  Church,  the  Board  has  adopted  a  reso- 
lution that  from  and  after  April  1,  1871,  no  mission  shall  receive 
support  from  this  Board,  whose  congregation  or  congregations  have 
not  been  incorporated  according  to  the  form  of  a  charter  adopted  by 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  held 
in  November,  1869.  We  deem  this  action  important,  inasmuch  aA 
some  charges  heretofore  having  received  missionary  aid,  have  passed 
over  into  other  denominations,  taking  their  property  with  them. 

Our  Board  earnestly  desires  to  carry  forward  this  important  depart- 
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menfc  of  Christian  beneficence  with  efficiency  and  success.  Without 
the  sympathy,  active  co-operation  and  prayers  of  the  Church,  we  can- 
not possibly  succeed.  These,  beloved  fathers  and  brethren^  we  invoke 
at  your  hands.  Help  us  to  infuse  system,  order,  and  liberal  support 
into  this  work.  It  becomes  us,  as  individuals,  and  as  a  Church,  to 
push  forward  the  work  of  Christ  with  vigor.  Souls  are  perishing 
through  our  duUdess  and  delay.  In  the  name  of  the  Board  which  I 
represent,  I  extend  to  your  reverend  body  our  fraternal  greetings ;  in 
their  name,  too,  I  invoke  the  blessing  and  guidance  of  Almighty  God 
upon  your  deliberations,  praying  that  He  may  graciously  favor  our 
Reformed  Church  with  all  needed  blessings,  and  enable  us  all  *^  to 
follow  the  faith  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us  in  the  way  of  sal- 
vation, till  both  they  and  we  shall  reach  our  common  consummation 
of  redemption  and  bliss  in  the  glorious  resurrection  of  the  last  day.'' 

Respectfully  yours, 

BENJAMIN  BAUSMAN, 

President  Board  of  Home  Missions. 


The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  the  foregoing  documents  had 
been  referred,  submitted  the  following  report^  which  was  received, 
taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  following 
documents  have  been  placed  in  their  hands : 

1.  A  statement  on  the  subject  of  Home  Missions  in  our  Church  by 
the  President  of  the  Board. 

2.  A  report  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  same  Board. 

3.  One  item  of  the  Church  Extension  Treasurer's  report. 

From  these  documents  your  Committee  learns  that  the  operations  of 
the  Board  have  been  carried  forward  through  another  year,  though 
not  without  serious  embarrassment,  caused  by  the  want  of  funds. 
This  want,  the  President  of  the  Board  informs  us,  is  caused  by  two 
circumstances.  First :  by  the  small  amounts  contributed — and  second : 
bj  the  fact  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  funds  collected  for 
Home  Missions  is  disbursed  by  the  respective  Classes  collecting  it. 
Under  the  first  cause,  your  Committee  observe  that,  while  last  year 
there  was  a  decrease  in  the  amount  contributed  amounting  to  $1,081.21 
compared  with  the  year  previous,  we  notice  a  still  further  decrease  in 
the  year  just  closed,  though  this  is  happily  but  small,  viz.,  8124  45. 
During  the  year^  only  $8,652.72  was  contributed.  Nevertheless,  the 
Treasury  is  in  a  much  better  condition  this  year  than  last.  A  year 
ago,  the  sum  of  $3,323.26  was  due  the  Treasurer  and  the  missionaries, 
while  the  entire  indebtedness  of  the  Board  at  the  present  time 
amounts  only  to  $2,012  41,  being  $1,310.85  less  than  last  year. 
Of  this  amount,  $1,512.50  is  due  the  missionaries,  and  $499.91  to  the 
Treasurer. 

Owing  to  this  deficiency  in  the  Treasury,  some  of  the  missionaries 
have  not  been  paid  the  three  last  quarters  of  their  salary.     Thus  many 
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of  these  self-denying  and  earnest  servants  of  the  Lord  have,  with  their 
families,  been  suffering  for  the  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life. 
Some  of  them  have  been  compelled  to  borrow  money  at  ezorbitaot 
rates  of  interest,  to  sustain  themselves  at  aU,  just  because  they  hare 
not  been  promptly  paid. 

And  as  winter  is  at  the  door,  they  not  only  need  the  appropriations 
due  to  meet  the  debts  contracted,  but  also  to  provide  against  the  ia- 
clemency  of  the  approaching  season.  God  asks  it  at  the  hands  of  the 
ministry  and  of  the  people  in  self-supporting  charges,  that  they  giTe 
largely  to  the  support  of  those  in  want.  As  He  gives  to  us,  so  must 
we  and  our  people  give  to  those  who  are  in  need. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  and  to  avoid 
a  like  state  in  the  future,  we  would  recommend  the  following : 

1.  Besolved,  That  all  the  pastors  be  affectionately  requested  and 
urged  to  lay  the  whole  subject  of  Missions  before  their  people  in  stir- 
ring sermons,  so  as  to  awaken  a  proper  interest  among  them  upon  this 
subject. 

y.  Resolved,  That  all  the  pastors  be  enjoined  to  preach  upon  the 
necessity  and  blessedness  of  giving  largely  to  the  Lord,  and  that  they 
are  not  to  become  weary  in  well-doing. 

The  second  cause  of  embarrassment  to  the  Board  is  the  fact,  that 
some  of  the  Classes  appropriate  in  part,  and  one  all,  the  missionary 
contributions  in  their  own  bounds.  Some  also  send  out  agents  to 
collect  for  Missions  or  Church  Extension,  without  consulting  the 
Board,  and.  in  some  instances,  even  adverse  or  contrary  to  its  di- 
rections. Under  these  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  equal  distri- 
bution of  the  funds  in  hand  or  collected.  Sometimes  it  occurs,  that 
missionaries  authorized  to  collect  in  certain  districts  come  in  contact 
with  those  appointed  by  Classes.  These  unpleasant  collisions  could 
and  should  be  altogether  avoided — but  can  be  only  when  the  Board 
alone  is  invested  with  the  authority  to  issue  permits  to  missionaries  or 
agents  collecting  for  Church  Extension  to  canvass  certain  fields.  Oa 
this  point  we  would  recommend  the  following: 

1.  Resolved f  That  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  have  the  sole  right 
of  issuing  permits  to  agents  collecting  either  for  the  Missionary  Board 
or  for  the  Church  Extension  Board. 

2.  Resolved,  That  each  pastor  be  requested  to  discountenance  every 
agent  not  possessing  such  permit. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  proper  and  just  distribution  of  the  missionary 
funds,  it  appears  clear  to  our  minds,  that  the  distribution  should  be 
controlled  by  one  body.  If  there  be  several  such  Boards,  if  each 
Synod  or  Classis  is  to  have  charge  of  its  own  missionary  funds,  then 
sectional  feelings  often  caused  by  a  local  knowledge,  will  result  in  at- 
taching an  undue  importance  to  certain  points,  while  others,  from 
want  of  a  better  knowledge  concerning  them,  in  themselves  vastly  su- 
perior, will  be  entirely  neglected.  Only  the  central  Board  of  the 
General  Synod,  representing  the  whole  Church,  and  carrying  on  its 
oorrespondence  with  the  whole  Church,  can  fully  know  the  wants  of 
all  sections  of  the  Church. 
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On  the  other  hand,  Classes  say  that  they  know  their  own  wants 
beet,  and  are  better  able  to  jadge  of  the  distribution  of  their  funds 
than  those  living  at  a  distance. 

As  a  comprombe  to  these  conflicting  claims,  we  offer  the  follow- 
ing : — 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  all  the  Classes  to  carry  on  their 

missionary  work  through  the  Board  of  the  Oeneral  Synod,  and  establish 
no  mission  stations,  or  continue  any,  or  make  any  contributions  con- 
trary to  the  wish  of  said  Board. 

CHURCH   EXTENSION. 

But  one  item  of  the  Treasurer's  report  came  to  the  attention  of 
your  Committee,  viz.,  the  expenditures  in  excess  of  receipts  during  the 
year,  amounting  to  $1,446.60.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  in  our  Church 
Extension  and  Missionary  Boards  cannot  but  be  greatly  deprecated. 
Thousands  of  the  children  of  the  Church,  unable  to  help  themselves, 
have  to  be  turned  empty  away,  though  they  cry  loudly  for  help,  simply 
because  their  wealthy  brethren  will  not  properly  assist  them.  They 
ory  for  help  to  erect  churches,  but  the  Treasury  is  overdrawn.  They 
ask  for  ministers  to  break  unto  them  the  bread  of  life — but,  alas  I  the 
supply  is  scarcely  half  as  large  as  the  demand.  In  view  of  these  facts, 
be  it 

1.  Resolved^  That  our  pastors  make  more  earnest  efforts  to  intro- 
duce some  systematic  plan  of  regular  and  .enlarged  beneficence  in  all 
their  congregations,  and  that  this  plan,  if  it  be  at  all  possible  to  intro- 
duce it,  be  what  is  known  as  the  ''Apostolic  plan." 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  the  claims  of  Church 
Extension  to  our  pastors  and  people  for  their  sympathy  and  aid,  so  as 
to  make  it  a  powerful  and  efficient  arm  in  our  missionary  work. 

3.  Resolved t  That  this  Synod  fully  endorses  the  action  of  the  Board 
in  refusing  to  extend  any  aid  to  any  congregation  or  congregations 
that  have  not  been  incorporated  according  to  the  form  of  a  charter, 
adopted  by  the  General  Synod  held  in  Philadelphia,  1869. 

In  view  of-  the  great  lack  of  ministers  in  our  Church,  be  it 
finally 

4.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  urgently  requests  all  the  members 
within  its  bounds  fervently  to  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He 
may  send  forth  more  laborers  into  the  harvest. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 
JOHN  W.  STEINMBTZ, 
H.  L.  GRANDLIENARD, 
J.  D.  ZEHRING, 
JOHN  RODENMAYER, 
L.  V.  SHEARER.    Committee, 


As  provided  for  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Religious  Exer- 
cises, a  meeting  in  behalf  of  Home  Missions  was  held  on  Monday  eve- 
ning.    The  Bev.  Dr.  Daniel  Gans,  the  Vice-President  of  the  General 
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Synod's  Board  of  Home  Missions,  presided  on  the  occasion.  The 
exercises  were  introduced  by  the  reading  of  a  portion  of  Scripture, 
prayer,  and  the  singing  of  a  hymn.  Several  volnnteer  addresses  were 
made  by  different  brethren,  afler  which  subscriptions  and  contribatioas 
were  received  in  aid  of  Home  Missions,  to  the  amount  of  $2,155.20. 
The  services  were  closed  with  prayer,  the  long-metre  dozology,  and  the 
apostolic  benediction  by  the  presiding  officer. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Trustees  of  Synod  submitted  their  annual  report,  accompanied 
with  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  which  waa  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Rev,  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  State*, 

Your  Board  begs  leave  to  present  the  following  report : 

The  Board  is  composed  of  the  following  members  : 

Eld.  Edw.  J.  Zahm,  whose  term  will  expire  January  1, 1871. 
«     Geo.  H.  Small,       «         "      "         "  *'  1872. 

Rev.  Chas.  H.  Leinbach,        "      "         "  "  1873. 

Eld.  Henry  Wirt,  "      "         "  "  1874. 

Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  "      "         "  "  1875. 

As  Elder  Edward  J..Zahm's  term  will  expire  by  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1871,  we  propose  the  names  of  Elder  William  H.  Seibert  of  Har- 
risburg,  and  >lr.  John  J.  Nissley  of  Hummelstown,  as  suitable  candi- 
dates for  the  vacant  office. 

Whereas^  the  Synod  took  no  action  on  the  resolution  recommended 
by  the  Board  in  reference  to  delinquent  Classes,  and  whereas  the  defi- 
ciency is  still  greater  this  year  than  last  year,  therefore,  the  Board 
renews  the  request,  viz :  That  the  Board  recommend  to  Synod  to 
pass  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  charge  interest  on  all 
assessments  on  the  Classes  for  the  Contingent  Fund,  remaining  un- 
paid after  the  first  day  of  July  following  the  annual  meeting  of 
Synod.  CHAS.  H.  LEINBACH,  President. 

TuLPEHOOKEN,  Pa.,  October  19,  1870. 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF  SYNOD. 

Henry  Wirt,  TVecwwrcr,  in  account  with  the  Sj^nod  of  the  Reformed 

Church  in  the  United  States, 


DR. 

1870.  RtceipU  on  Contingent  Fund, 

Febniary  4.  Qosbenboppen  Clftssis,  E.Hartran ft,  Treasurer $50  00 

May         17.  St.  Panrs  "      D.  S.  Dieffenbaoher,  Treasarer 60  00 

Carried  forward, $110  00 
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1870.        A moant  brought  forward $110  00 

Hay          26.  Maryland        Classis    Rev.  8.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer      125  00 

"            26.  Lancaster               *'      Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,        *'        ........  100  00 

Jane          4.  W.  Sutqaebanna    "      Rev.  U.  H.  Heilman,       "        76  00 

"              4.  Zion'a                      "      W.  A.  Wilt,                      "        126  00 

«              6.  Virginia                  "      Rer.  H.  Wiwler,              "        „  15  00 

"            25.  W.  New  York        "       Rer.  Jno.  Knie,               "        15  00 

July            8.  Mercersbarg           "      Br.  M.  Kieffer,                 "        125  00 

Aagast       3.  Lebanon                  "      Rev.  A.  S.  Leinbaoh,       "        126  00 

October      6.  New  York              "      Rev.  J.  F.  Buscbe,           "        16  00 

1869. 

October    20.  To  Cash  Dividends  Hagerstown  Bank  Stock 157  71 

Decemberll.    **     "    Allotment   on    do             do        do 120  00 

1870. 

March        9.    "      "    Hagerstown  Bank  Stock  sold 617  60 

»           29.    "      "    United  StaUs  Bond  sold ^.  107  76 

«           29.    **      "     Interest  on  United  SUtes  Bond 6  60 

"           29.    "     "    Loan  at  Hanover  Saving  Fund  Sooicy 200  00 

April         1.    ''      "    Interest  on  Northerti  Central  Railway  Bond 28  60 

October     7.    "     "          do             do             do            do          do   30  00 

March      29.    "     "    Interest  on  "  Cook  Legacy/' 6  mos 89  07 

April       19.    "     "    Jacob  Heyser,  interest  on  Mortgage  6  mos 285  00 

Octob<tr     7.    "     "    Interest  on  "  Gerhart  Donation/' one  year 20  16 

"            7.    "     "    Interest  on  "  Cook  Legacy/' 6  mos 28  00 

Balance  in  Treasury  from  last  year 623  43 

$2,893  91 
CR. 

1869.  By  payments  as  follows,  vis : 

October    22.  By  Cash  Rev.  M.  Baohman,  German  clerk  of  Synod  for  1868  $50  00 
*'          26.    "    **      Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer,  paid  by  him  for  printing  for 

nse  of  Synod  of  Danville 1  60 

Djoember  1,    "    "      Rev.  Geo.  W.  Aaghinbangh,   Traveling  Expenses 

as  delegate  to  Lutheran  Ministerium 4  60 

«<         8.    "    "      Rev.    Dr.  Higbee,  Traveling  Expenses  as  Dele- 
gate to  Synod  of  Reformed  Church  in  America 16  00 

1870. 
March        7.    "    "      Jas.  B.  Rodgers  Co.,  Bill  for  Printing  English  and 

German  Minutes  of  Synod 670  01 

**  7.    "    "      Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  Salary  as  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod, 

Expediting  minutes.  Postage,  Ac 108  60 

u  29.    **    "      For  $1000   Bond  of  Northern   Central   Railway 

Company,  bought  by  order  of  Board  of  Trustees, 

including  Expenses  on  same 001  25 

"           30.    "    ''      Hanover  Saving  Fund  Society,  for  money  bor- 
rowed and  Interest  on  same 202  20 

April        19.    "    "      Adam  B.  Wingerd,  Treasurer  of  Theol.  Seminary, 

Six  months'  Interest  on  Kieffer  and  Cook  legacies.  324  07 
July           2.    "    **      Rev.  M.Baohman,  Salary  as  German  clerk  of  Synod 

for  1869 .^....  60  00 

«  16.    "    "      W.  D.  Gross,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  on 

aoct.  Contingent  Expenses 600  00 

October      8.    "    **      R.  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  Foreign   Missions,  one 

year's  Interest  on  Gerhart  Donation 6  72 

"  8.    '*    **      Charles  Santee,  Treasurer  Domestic  Missions,  one 

year's  Interest  Gerhart  Donation 6  72 

«             8.    '*    "      Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  Treas.  Board  of  Beneficiary  Edu- 
cation, one  year's  Interest,  Gerhart  Donation 6  72 

Balance  in  Treasury  from  last  year 137  72 

$2,893  91 
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Amounts  ttill  due  hy  thefoUowing  Classes  on  former  Contingent  Fund 

Assessment : 

Bast  PeoDBylrania  ClasBis $125  00 

Philadelphia                do      125  00 

Goihenhoppen             do      ^ 125  00 

Lancaster                    do      85  00 

Bast  Sasquehanna     do      two  years 230  00 

Clarion                         do      40  00 

St.  Paurs                    do      ^ 50  00 

North  Carolina          do      ^  15  00 


Total $705  00 


Investments  held  for  Synod  hy  the  Treasurer ^  October  8.  1870. 

"  Cook  Legacy/*  tl,200  U.  S.  10-40  Bonds. 

"  Kiefftr  Fttndf"  $9,500  loaned  on  Bond  and  Mortgage — $5,000  to  Jacob  Hejser, 

and  $4,500  to  Estate  of  William  Heyser,  deoeaswi. 
*'  Oerhart  Donation,"  $300  U.  S.  5-20  Bonds. 
$1,000  Northern  Central  Railway  Mortgage  Bond,  No.  24,  and  due  in  the  year  1900. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 

Dear  Brbthrbx: — In  presenting  to  yon  the  annual  statement  of  the  Reeeipts 
and  Expenses  of  your  Body,  your  Treasurer  regrets,  that  the  exhibit  is  not  as 
favorable  as  it  was  at  the  close  of  the  last  synodioal  year.  The  balance  in  his  hands 
is  only  $137,72,  while  the  claims  on  the  Synod  due,  and  still  unpaid,  amount  to 
about  $550. 

As  per  statement  above,  it  will  be  seen,  that  there  is  still  due  Synod  on  ita  former 
assessments  on  the  Classes  for  the  Contingent  Fund,  $795,00.  Were  this  promptly 
paid,  all  claims  could  be  settled,  and  leave  a  working  balance  in  the  Treasury. 

The  attention  of  Synod  is  respectfully  called  to  this  part  of  the  Report,  with  the 
hope,  that  such  action  may  be  had  in  reference  thereto  as  will  in  the  future  remedy 
this  growing  unbusiness-like  way  of  managing  their  financial  matters  by  some  of  the 
Classes. 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Harrisbnrg,  ordered  the  Treasurer 
of  Synod,  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  some  of  the  small  investments  of  Synod, 
to  sell  the  twenty-four  shares  of  Hagerstown  Bank  Stock  and  the  $100  U.  S.  5-20 
Bond  donated  by  Maryland  Classis,  and  invest  the  proceeds  together  with  the  dividends 
received  on  the  bank  stock  and  allotment  paid  on  the  shares  by  the  bank  in  1866, 
in  a  Bond  of  the  Northern  Central  Railway.  This  has  been  attended  to,  as  will  be 
seen  by  a  reference  to  the  accounts  above,  which  also  show  the  amounts  reoeiTcd 
and  expended  in  carrying  out  this  order  of  the  Board. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Hanover,  Pa.,  HENRY  WIRT,  Treatirer, 

October  Sth,  1870. 


The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  Henry  Wirt, 
Tresksurer  of  fciynod,  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  said  account,  and 
find  it  correct,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-two  oents. 

Habrisbdbo,  W.  H.  H.  SNTDEK, 

October  19th,  1870.  Q.  H.  SMALL. 


The  Committee  on  Finanoe,  to  whom  the  foregoing  docnmenta 
were  referred,  snhmitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  respectfallj  to  submit  the 
following  report,  viz. : 
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Two  dooamenU  were  referred  to  your  Committee, — the  annual  report 
of  the  Treasurer  of  Sjnod,  and  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Synod. 

From  the  Treasurer's  Report  we  learn,  that  the  receipts  of  the  past 
Synodical  year  amount  to  $2893,91,  and  the  expenditures  for  the 
same  period  aggregate  92756,19,  thus  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  Synod  amounting  to  SI 37, 72. 

The  sum  of  795,00  is  due  from  delinquent  Classes,  on  former  assess- 
ments, as  follows,  to  wit : 

East  Susquehanna  Classis  $230,  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  $125, 
Philadelphia  Classis  $125,  Ooshenhoppen  Classis  $25,  Lancaster  Classis 
$85,  St.  Paul's  Classis  $50,  Clarion  Classis  $40,  and  North  Carolina 
Classis  $15. 

In  regard  to  these  delinquencies,  your  Committee  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  charge  in- 
terest on  these  assessments  or  parts  thereof  remaining  unpaid  on  the 
1st  of  January  next,  charging  interest  from  July  Ist,  1870,  until  paid. 

Your  Committee  estimate  the  expenses  for  the  current  year,  in- 
cluding the  unpaid  balance  of  $550  apportioned  by  the  General  Synod 
upon  this  Synod,  at  $1500.00. 

To  meet  this,  there  is  in  the  Treasurer's  hands $137  72 

Due  from  delinquent  Classes 795  00 

Total $932  72 

To  meet  the  remaining  expenses  needed  for  the  present  Synodical 
year,  your  Committee  have  made  the  following  apportionments  : 

New.  Old.  Total 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis, $100  00 

Lebanon  "       100  00 

Zion's  "       100  00 

Maryland  "   100  00 

Philadelphia  «       100  00 

Mercersburg  "       100  00 

Ooshenhoppen  '<       100  00 

Lancaster  "       80  00 

East  Susquehanna  ''       90  00 

West  Susquehanna  *'       70  00 

Virginia  «       25  00 

North  Carolina  "       20  00 

New  York  " 15  00 

Ckrion  "       

St.  Paul's  "       


125  00 

$225  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 

125  00 

225  00 

100  00 

125  00 

225  00 

85  00 

165  00 

230  00 

320  00 

70  00 

25  00 

15  00 

35  00 

15  00 

40  00 

40  00 

50  00 

50  00 

$1,000  00     $795  00  $1795  00 
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Iq  regard  to  these  assessments,  year  Committee  recommend  for 
adoption  the  following  resolution,  vix. : 

Re8olue(f,  That  it  be  made  a  standing;  rale  of  Synod,  that  on  all 
assessments  or  parts  of  assessments  for  Contingent  Fund  made  by  the 
Synod  and  remaining  unpaid  on  the  1st  of  July  following,  the  Trea* 
surer  of  Syood  be  instructed  to  charge  interest  until  paid. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod,  your  Commit- 
tee learn,  that  the  term  for  which  Elder  Edward  J.  Zahm  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Board,  will  expire  by  the  Ist  of  January,  A.D.,  1871. 
The  Board  proposes  the  names  of  Elder  Wm.  H.  Seibert  of  Harris- 
burg  ^nd  Mr.  John  J.  Nlssley  of  Hummelstown,  Pa ,  as  suitable  can- 
didates  for  the  position  that  has  become  vacaot. 

Further,  your  Committee  recommend  to  Synod  for  adoption,  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  have 
1500  Copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  sessions  of  Synod,  duly 
authenticated,  published  in  the  English  and  700  in  the'  German  lan- 
guage. Respectfully  submitted ^ 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Chairman. 
W.  D.  C.  RODROCK, 
W.  a.  ENGLE, 
JOSHUA  HOTTER, 
FRED.  HYLE. 


Henry  Wirt,  Esq.  was  reelected  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

The  election  to  fill  the  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Synod  was  held  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions. 
Rev.  Maxwell  S.  Rowland  and  Elder  Andrew  W.  Meyers  were  ap- 
pointed tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  them  and  reported 
the  result.  Elder  William  H.  Seibert  was  elected  Trustee  of  Synod, 
in  the  room  of  Elder  Edward  J.  Zahm,  whose  term  expires  on  Jan- 
uary Ist,  1871. 

In  connection  with  the  election  of  the  German  Clerk  of  Synod,  it 
was 

Resolved^  That  he  receive  a  salary  of  Fifty  Dollars  and  his  travel- 
ing expenses,  and  that  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  Stated  Clerk  be 
also  paid  hereafter,  in  addition  to  the  salary  hitherto  received  by  him. 


The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Synod  reported  that  an  assess- 
ment of  S1050  was  laid  upon  this  Synod,  by  the  General  Synod  for 
Contingent  expenses.     It  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  pay  over  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod;  the  balance  still  due  on  the  as- 
sessment made  by  that  Synod,  as  soon  as  possible. 
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On  the  morDing  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Rev.  Charles 
G.  Fisher  and  Calvin  U.  Heilman,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  twenty-five  cents  from  each  member  of  Synod  and  others,  to 
remunerate  the  sexton  of  the  Mechanicsburg  Heformed  church  for  his 
services  and  to  defray  other  expenses  of  Synod  incurred  during  the 
present  sessions.  This  committee  subsequently  reported,  that  they 
bad  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  and  realized  from  their  ef- 
forts twenty-Fix  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The  committee  were  instructed 
to  pay  the  bill  incurred  for  printing  the  Nominations  of  Synod, 
amounting  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  and  to  pay  the  balance,  twen- 
ty-five dollars,  to  the  sexton. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 
The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported,  that  notlo6  had 
been  given  to  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania  by  Jacob  ni  Oden- 
welder,  of  an  appeal  from  its  decision  in  regard  to  a  petition  fVom  the 
German  portion  of  the  congregation  at  Easton.  As  no  one  appeared 
to  prosecute  the  appeal,  it  was  considered  as  abandoned. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported  a  complaint  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher  and  others,  against  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia 
for  indefinitely  postponing  action  on  a  certain  paper  offered  by  Dr. 
Fisher  in  regard  to  Teachers  of  Theology.  The  complaint  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  William  H.  H.  Snyder, 
Uriah  H.  Heilman,  David  W.  Kelley,  and  Elders  George  C.  Welker 
and  Daniel  S.  Biser,  to  ascertain  whether  the  complaint  is  in  order, 
and  if  found  in  order,  to  propose  the  order  in  which  the  case  shall 
be  taken  up  and  issued.  The  committee  was  instructed  to  report 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions.  At 
the  time  appointed,  the  committee  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  against  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis, 
in  indefinitely  postponing  action  on  the  preamble  and  resolutions 
offered  by  him,  declaring  the  act  of  a  minister  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  who  undertakes  to  fill  the  office  of  a  Professor  of  Theology 
in  connection  with  a  literary  institution,  without  having  first  been 
appointed  to  that  office  by  the  Synod,  unconstitutional,  respectfully 
report,  that  they  find  the  complaint  in  order;  and  recommend, 
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1.  That  the  case  be  heard  immediately  after  action  is  taken  on  this 
report. 

2.  That  the  complainant  be  allowed  twenty  minntes  to  open  and 
argne  the  case ;  that  the  defendant  follow  in  a  speech  not  exceeding 
twenty  minutes,  and  that  the  complainant  close  in  a  speech  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  minntes. 

3.  That  the  Synod  immediately  thereafter  proceed  to  decide  the 
question  without  debate. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  H.  SNYDER, 

U.  HENRY  HBILMAN, 

D.  W.  KELLEY, 

GEO.  C.  WELKER, 

D.  L.  BISER.  Committee. 

The  complaint  was  accordingly,  immediately  taken  up.  The 
complainant  was  heard  in  support  of  his  complaint,  and  the  respon- 
dent replied  through  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger.  After  a 
brief  ro^tonso  from  the  complainant,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  vote  on 
a  motion  to  sustain  the  complaint,  which  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tiye.     The  following  resolution  was  then  adopted : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  decision  reached  in  the  complaint  just 
issued,  the  Synod  does  not  intend  to  pass  upon  the  merits  of  the  par- 
ticular points  involved  in  the  case,  but  simply  returns  the  subject  to 
the  Classis,  with  instructions  to  take  it  up  and  dispose  of  it  in  a  regu- 
lar way. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 
SUNDAYSCHOOI^. 


Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 
The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received,  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication.    The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Anniial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  for  the  year  ending 

September  30/A,  1870. 

The  Board  held  its  regular  quarterly  sessions  during  the  year,  with 
one  exception,  when  sickness  of  some  of  the  members  prevented  a 
quorum  irom  being  present.  The  business  entrusted  to  its  care  re- 
ceived attention,  and  the  result  of  the  operations  of  the  year,  consid- 
ering the  circumstances  in  the  midst  of  which  they  had  to  be  carried 
forward,  is  quite  encouraging. 

At  the  last  quarterly  meeting  a  full  Report  of  the  operations  of  the 
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year,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the  finances 
was  presented  by  the  Treasnrer  and  General  Manager.  A  brief  syn- 
opsis' of  the  most  important  parts  of  this  statement  may  not  be  oat  of 
place  here,  whilst  access  can  be  had  to  the  full  report  itself,  if  found 
necessary. 

KECEIPT8  OF  THE  YEAR. 

SubBcription  to  the  **  Messenger  *' and  adfertising, $8,559  51 

•*  »«       "  Kircheni eitung "  " 8,261  55 

"  "       "Guardian," 1,074  02 

"  "       "Review," 857  17 

"  "       "  Child's  Treasury," « 2,665  07 

"  "      "  Lammerhirte," 953  04 

Publishing  Fund, 76S  25 

Receipts  in  Store, 21,926  37 

Loans, 8,100  00 

Proceeds  of  Notes  discounted, 1,476  46 

Miscellaneous  Receipts, 141  40 


Total  receipts  from  all  sources , $44,  772  84 

DISBUBSEMENTS. 

Principal  of  Notes  paid, $8,631  77 

Interest  and  discount, 675  56 

Messenger,  for  composition,  press  work,  and  expediting 4,376  01 

Kirchenzeitung,         "                    '*                         "          2,187  87 

Guardian,                   "                    "                          "          917  80 

Review,                      "                    •«                         •«          871  22 

Child's  Treasury,      "                    "                          "          669  78 

Lammerhirte,            "                    "                         "           437  76 

Paper  bought  for  Messenger, 2,830  25 

"                 "       Kirchenzeitung, 741  53 

"                "       Guardian, 837  80 

"                "       Review, 288  20 

•*                "        Child's  Treasury, 1,553  70 

"                "        Lammerhirte, 511  81 

"                "        Books 1,275  62 

"                "       Almanac, 214  00 

Stock  for  Store 6,400  41 

Book  Fund  account, 734  58 

Percentage  account, 629  15 

Postage  account 404  82 

Revenue  Stamps, 12  16 

Insurance  policies, 100  00 

Binding  books, 2,762  65 

Cuts  for  Almanac  and  Sunday-school  papers, 53  50 

Rent, 600  00 

Coal, 18  00 

Gas. 46  04 

Copy  money  to  authors, 1,079  48 

Excise  and  Licenses, 72  44 

Salaries  of  Editors,  Contributors,  and  other  employes, 7,516  00 

Miscellaneous  items, 2,094  46 

$44,038  82 
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V 


» 


UMMABY  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DIBBUBSEMEHTS. 


Total  Receipts • $44,^62  84 

Total  Disbursements, 44,038  82 

Excess  of  Receipts, $734  02 

LIABILITIES. 

October,  1870, $17,540  08 

"      1869, 17.001  20 

Increase  of  liabilities, $538  88 

ASSETS. 

Due  for  Books, , $8,183  62 

Due  on  Messenger,, 9,424  80 

"         Kirchenzeitung, ^  3.117  50 

"        Guardian, 2,299  00 

*'        Child's  Treasury 1,565  89 

•<        Lammerhirte, 486  87 

"        Review, 993  00 

Stock  in  Store, 9,200  46 

Books  in  sheets, 4,138  80 

Due  Bills, 600  00 

Stereotypes  and  Illustrations,. 6,162  90 

Cuts  for  Treasury,  &c 460  00 

Fixtures, 800  00 

Publishers  rights  purchased, 1,000  00 

Copy  Rights, 990  00 

Book  stamps, 86  50 

Paper  on  hand, 790  88 

ToUl  Assets *. - $50,249  72 


SUMMARY  OF  ASSETS. 

October  1,  1870 $50,249  72 

•*     1,   1869, 46,766  42 

Total  increase  of  Assets, $3,493  30 

Less  increase  of  Liabilities, 538  88 

Nett  Increase, $2,954  42 

Forty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  copies  of  books,  in- 
cluding sixt/een  thousand  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Almanac^  have  been 
issued  during  the  year. 

The  subscription  lists  of  the  several  papers  and  periodicals  yary  but 
little  from  their  condition  at  the  last  annual  report.  To  some  of  these 
there  has  been  a  small  increase,  and  from  others  there  has  been  a 
slight  decrease.  , 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Synod,  the  Board  reduced  the  subscription 
price  of  the  *'  Messenger ''  on  the  first  of  January  last  from  $3  to  $2.50 
per  year  in  advance.     It  has  not,  it  is  hoped,  been  without  its  benefi- 
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cial  results,  though  there  was  not  that  general  effort  made  to  enlarge 
its  subscription  list,  which  was  to  have  been  expected. 

The  Mail  List  Clerk  has  made  special  efforts  daring  the  past  year 
to  rid  the  several  subscription  lists  of  unprofitable  subscribers.  The 
accounts  of  those  in  arrears  for  two  or  more  years  have  been  pressed 
for  settlement,  and  the  names  of  those,  whose  accounts  are  found  to  be 
uncollectable,  removed  from  the  list  This  process,  though  it  makes 
the  increase  to  the  general  list  apparently  small,  yet  renders  the  list 
itself  more  healthy  and  reliable.  This  effort  has  also  told  well  in  the 
way  of  enlaraging  the  receipts  of  the  year  from  thb  particular  source. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  though  not  what  it  might 
have  been,  had  there  been  an  efficient  co-operation  throughout  the 
Church  with  those  to  whom  has  been  intrusted  the  management  of  its 
operations,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  presents  an  improved  aspect  of  affairs. 
The  Receipts  show  a  small  excess  over  the  Disbursements  during  the 
year;  and  whilst  there  is  a  slight  addition  to  the  liabilities,  the  in- 
crease to  the  assets  is  such,  as  to  leave  a  clear  gain  to  the  Establish- 
ment of  nearly  three  thousand  dollars.  The  result  furnishes  palpable 
evidence  of  the  certain  future  growth  and  success  of  our  Publication 
operations,  should  the  Board  be  furnished  with  proper  facilities  for 
prosecuting  them,  and  a  general  co-operation  be  extended  to  it,  by  the 
ministry  and  membership  of  the  Church. 

The  Board  complied  with  the  instructions  of  the  Synod  at  Danville 
directing  it,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Schaff,  in  his  report  in  re- 
gard to  the  German  Hymn  Book  presented  to  the  Synod  at  Harris - 
burg,  Pa.,  in  1859,  explicitly  states,  that  he  has  '*  expressly  reserved 
for  Synod,  the  right  to  the  purchase  of  the  copyright,  on  the  simple 
condition  of  paying  the  expenses  and  assuming  the  stock  on  hand  at 
cost,"  to  inquire  into  the  present  attitude  of  the  subject,  and  if  found 
unchanged,  to  effect  the  purchase  of  said  copyright,  in  case  it  shall  be 
deemed  expedient  to  do  so.  A  note,  communicating  the  action  of  Sy- 
nod, was  addressed  to  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  the  publishers  of  the 
Hymn  Book.  To  this  two  letters  were  received  in  reply.  In  the  first, 
they  simply  stated  that  they  must  first  communicate  with  Dr.  Schaff, 
before  they  could  return  a  reply,  and  in  the  second,  that  Dr.  Schaff 
'^  informs  them  that  subsequent  action  to  that  which  took  place  in  1859, 
having  changed  the  position  of  matters  relating  to  the  German  Hymn 
Book,  he  has  no  proposition  to  make  at  present."  The  Board  did  not 
know  what  the  matters  referred  to  as  having  changed  the  position  of 
affairs  subsequent  to  1859  are,  and,  consequently,  was  unable  to  pro- 
ceed any  further  with  the  business  referred  to  them,  and  must  await 
additional  instruction,  if  it  be  deemed  necessary  to  prosecute  the  sub* 
ject  beyond  the  present  point. 

The  Synod,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  authorized  the  publication 
of  the  ** Order  of  Worship"  in  the  German  language.  The  Board 
has  thought  proper  to  suggest  to  Synod,  in  case  this  measure  should 
be  carried  out,  the  propriety  of  providing  a  proper  selection  of  Ger- 
man Hymns,  to  be  published  along  with  it,  as  has  been  authorized  by 
4 


60 

tbe  General  Synod  in  regard  to  the  Eastern  and  Western  Liturgies  in 
the  English  language. 

The  Board  has  under  consideration,  at  the  solicitation  of  a  number 
of  German  ministers  in  the  East,  the  propriety  of  issuing  an  Almanae 
in  the  German  language.  After  making  some  inquiry  with  a  yiew 
to  procure  a  suitahle  person  to  furnish  the  necessary  reading  matter 
for  such  an  Almanac,  the  enterprise  was  postponed  for  the  present. 
It  will,  however,  he  resumed  in  future,  unless  the  Synod  direet  other- 
wise 

A  correspondence  has  been  had  during  the  past  year  with  German 
book  publishers,  looking  to  the  procuring  of  an  assortment  of  German 
books  such  as  would  answer  for  German  Sunday  Schools.  The  result 
shows,  that  it  is  possible  to  procure  at  least  a  pretty  fair  selection  for 
this  purpose,  should  it  be  deemed  desirable  by  the  German  portion  of 
the  Church.  The  views  of  Synod,  on  this  subject  may  not  be  un- 
attended with  a  good  result. 

As  stated  in  the  last  annual  report,  the  Board  had  previously  aa- 
thorized  a  charge  to  be  made  for  all  acknowledgments  in  the  papers, 
from  the  various  Boards,  and  also  for  cards,  marriage  notices,  and 
obituaries,  as  is  done  by  most  religious  papers.  Some  of  the  Boards 
of  our  benevolent  institutions  seem  to  regard  this  measure  improper, 
and  wish  to  be  relieved  from  its  operation.  As  the  Board  believes 
the  principle  underlying  the  measure  to  be  correct,  it  respectfully  re- 
fers this  general  question  to  the  Synod  for  its  action  in  the  premises. 

The  Board  has  issued  four  new  publications  during  the  past  year, 
entitled  "  Rogation,"  "  Easter  Eggs,"  "  Three  Christmas  Eves,"  and 
*'  Christmas  Service"  and  has  in  process  of  publication,  a  small  work 
entitled  ^*  Monica,  the  Mother  of  St.  Augustine."  The  Board  has 
been  prevented  from  making  further  additions  to  its  publications  by 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  last  Synod,  and  the  want  of  the 
necessary  funds. 

A  very  fine  volume  of  Dr.  Harbaugh's  Poems  in  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
man, entitled  ''  Harbaugh's  Harfe,"  has  been  issued  for  the  editor, 
and  met  with  a  very  ready  sale.  It  is  beautifully  illustrated,  and  is  a 
handsome  contribution  to  the  history  of  that  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  this  country,  from  which  the  membership  of  the  fieformed 
Church  in  this  country  is  largely  drawn. 

In  view  of  the  various  unfulfilled  resolves  of  the  Synod  in  regard 
to  its  publication  operations,  and  the  apparent  want  of  proper  con- 
gruity  between  certain  portions  of  them,  from  which,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, proceed,  in  part  at  least,  the  obstacles  with  which  the  Board 
has  had  to  contend  from  year  to  year  in  prosecuting  the  work  in- 
trusted to  its  care,  it  has  deemed  it  advisable  to  urge  upon  Synod 
'^  the  absolute  necessity  of  settling  its  policy,  in  a  more  enlarged  and 
liberal  spirit,  with  regard  to  its  publication  affairs."  This  subject  is, 
therefore,  respectfully  pressed  upon  the  serious  and  prompt  attention 
of  Synod. 

The  Board  did  not  publish  the  report  submitted  to  the  Synod  at 
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Panville  on  "  The  Relations  of  Elders  to  Pastors/'  in  tract  form  as 
directed  by  the  Synod,  because  the  additional  remarks  contemplated 
hj  Synod,  were  not  famished.  It  was^  however,  published  in  our 
Church  papers,  both  English  and  German. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  remind  Synod,  that  the  time  for  which  the 
present  Editor  of  the  "  Kirchenzeitung  "  was  appointed,  closes  with 
the  year,  and  that  provision,  therefore,  must  be  made  for  filling  the 
position  beyond  that  period. 

.  Bespectfully  submitted. 

D.  W.  GROSS,  President, 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  superin- 
tend the  publication  of  the  "  Reformirte  Hausfreund,"  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Publication : 

To  the   Sf/nod  of  the  Reformed  Church  convened  in  Mechanicshurg^ 

Pennsylvania, 

Reverend  Brethren  : — In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Synod, 
we  submit  the  following  report  for  the  past  year,  in  regard  to  the  con- 
dition and  success  of  the  *^  Hausfreuod,"  the  superintendence  of  whose 
publication  has  been  intrusted  to  us.  The  "  Hausfreund  "  has  had 
but  little  new  experience.  What  was  reported  previous  to  thiS;  holds 
good  still.     The  following  may  be  regarded  as  additional : 

We  said  last  year,  that  its  continuance  was  tolerably  certain.  This 
has  now  become  a  fixed  fact,  so  far  as  relates  to  its  finances.  The 
liabilities  from  previous  years  have  been  canceled,  and  all  current  ex- 
penses are  paid  to  date.  The  *'  Hausfreund  "  has  no  debts,  and  there 
is  a  considerable  amount  due  it  for  subscription.  We  can  assure  the 
Synod,  that  there  will  be  next  year  a  small  excess  of  income,  in  case 
existing  circumstances  continue. 

The  number  of  subscribers  has  again  increased  somewhat,  and  we 
believe,  also,  that  the  contents  of  the  paper  have  approached  nearer 
their  proposed  end. 

We  trust  the  Synod  will  continue  to  favor  the  '^  Hausfreund,''  and 
recommend  its  increased  circulation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  HELFRICH, 

P.  S.  FISHER, 

C.  H.  LEINBACH,  Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Publication,  to  whom  the  foregoing  documents 
were  referred,  submitted  their  report.  It  was  received,  taken  up 
item  by  item,  and  adopted.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  report  as  follows  : 
The  papers  referred  to  us  by  Synod  are  the  reports  of  the  Board 
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of  Publication,  and  of  tbe  committee  having  under  its  saperriaioo 
the  publication  of  the  '^  Hausfreund." 

From  these  papers  we  learn,  that  all  the  publication  operations  of 
the  Church  have  been  carried  on  during  the  past  year  with  encour- 
aging success,  notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  the  ministry  and  mem- 
bership of  the  Church  have  not  been  as  active  in  their  co-operation  as 
was  desired. 

The  subscription  lists  of  our  various  periodicals  have  been  improved, 
but  they  have  not  been  very  greatly  enlarged.  There  are  still  very 
many  families  in  the  Church  that  are  not  vfeited  by  these  winged 
messengers  of  truth  and  love. 

The  book  department  has  made  a  good  beginning;  but  krger 
means  are  wanting  to  give  it  that  measure  of  success,  which  the  wants 
of  the  Church  demand. 

From  the  reports  in  our  hands  we  gather  the  following  items,  which 
claim  the  attention  of  Synod  : 

Item  1.  The  Board  was  instructed  at  Danville  to  secure  the  copy- 
right of  Dr.  Schaff's  German  Hymn  Book,  on  the  terms  proposed  by 
him  to  our  Synod  in  Harrisburg.  The  Board  have  not  succeeded  in 
securing  said  copyright,  on  the  ground  that,  Dr.  Scha£f  alleges  (in  a 
letter  to  Lindsay  &  Blakiston)  that  subsequent  action  to  that  which 
took  place  in  1859,  having  changed  the  position  of  matters  relating  to 
the  German  Hymn  Book,  he  has  no  proposition  to  make.  As  it  is 
not  known  to  what  change  the  Doctor  can  have  reference,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  Board  renew  and  continue  their  efforts  to  secure  this 
interest. 

Item.  2.  The  Board  suggests  to  Synod  the  propriety  of  inserting  in 
the  contemplated  translation  of  the  '^  Order  of  Worship  "  into  the  Ger- 
man language,  suitable  Hymns,  as  has  been  ordered  by  the  General 
Synod  in  regard  to  the  English  version  and  the  Western  Liturgy. 
It  is  recommended,  that  this  suggestion  be  carried  into  effect. 

Item  3.  The  Board  has  had  a  correspondence  with  German  Book 
publishers,  looking  to  the  procuring  of  suitable  books  for  German 
Sunday-schools,  and  desires  the  views  of  this  Synod  on  this  subject 
Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion,  that  this  measure  may  result  in 
good,  under  the  judicious  direction  of  the  Board,  under  the  eye  of 
the  German  portion  of  our  Church,  and,  therefore,  recommend  that 
the  subject  be  referred  to  the  German  book  editor,  and  German  board 
of  examiners. 

Item  4  The  measure  inaugurated  by  the  Board,  to  charge  '^  for 
all  acknowledgments  in  the  papers  from  the  various  Boards,  and 
also  for  cards,  marriage-notices,  and  obituaries,"  is  objected  to  by 
some  of  the  Boards  of  our  benevolent  institutions.  The  matter  is  re- 
ferred to  this  Synod  for  its  decision  in  the  premises.  In  reference  to 
this  subject,  the  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Boards  of  benevolent  institutions  be  not 
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eliarged  for  ikeir  acknovM^rneBts^  mnd  that  tn  all  (kbat  eaaes  (&8 
Bottrd  be  allowed  to  act  according  to  tcs  own  dJH*redoii. 

Ites  S.  Tke  Bosrd  calls  the  attencioa  of  Sjti<)d  Co  the  importance 
and  seeeaifcjof  settliosr  its  poliej,  ia  a  more  ealnnr^d  and  liberal 
spirit,  with  resard  to  its  pablicitioa  a:£uia^  The  Comaticcee  nicoai- 
meod,  tha(  this  Beamre  be  attended  to. 

Itea  S.  Sjnod  is  remia^iel  that  the  tixe  for  which  the  pr^seofi 
editor  of  the  ~  Kirchenieitunz  "  was  arp»3L!ired-  closjes  with  the  Tear. 
The  CoBBittee  recommead.  that  the  Board  be  anthorixed  to  fill  the 
editorship  dorisg  aaocher  jear. 

Item  7.  The  •*  Haosfreaai.'*  in  the  opiai-^n  ot  tout  Conunictee.  an 
well  as  in  the  opini  >o  of  Lebanon  CLisssis  -^wh^se  ret^aotJt  h:>s  been 
referred  to  ns'^  is  aceompIi:3hi32:  an  imp«3rcinc  nli:s^^>n«  and  deserves 
onr  sympathj  and  enc«'nrasemeat.  It  is^  therefore^  eameedj  recom- 
mended, that  this  pablication  be  heartilr  welcomed  into  the  £imilj  of 
our  periodicals,  and  that  it  receire  the  cordial  sympathy  and  enconr^ 
agement  of  o«r  people. 

Item  8.  In  riew  of  aH  the  foregoing  &cta^  Sjnod  reiterates  it»  re^ 
commendatioo  to  the  Claases,  the  ministers,  and  people  of  oar  Chorch, 
to  renew  their  efforts  to  increase  the  snbtscnpti  ^n  li-cs  of  onr  chorch 
periodicals,  and  to  circnlate  the  books  of  onr  pablication  BoanL 

Item  9.  In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Mercersbars  CIas»i3v 
the  Committee  recommend  that  Sjnod  request  the  Board  of  Pub.icn> 
tion  to  insert  in  the  fntnre  edition  of  the  Book  of  Forau^  the  form 
of  an  aet  of  incorporation  for  a  congregation  ad«>pted  bj  the  General 
Sjnod. 

Respectf oD J  sobmitted. 

M.  KIEFFER, 
D.  E-  KLOPP, 
BEX  J.  NEFF. 
JOHNWILHELM,  anmit^^ff. 


Action  on  the  second  item  in  the  report  was  taken  in  connection 
with  the  action  of  Sjnod  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  app«*;Qted 
bj  the  Sjnod  of  Danrille,  to  examine  the  translation  of  the  *' Order 
of  Worship  "  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Class^  o£  Esisi  Penn- 
sylvania.    See  Article  XX,  Church  Goremment, 

In  aeeordance  with  the  recommendation  cont^tined  in  the  fif^h  item, 
a  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rer.  Samnel  Miller^aad  Elders  I^niel 
W.  Gross  and  George  C  Welker,  was  appointed  to  settle  the  policy 
of  the  Synod  in  a  more  enlarged  and  liberal  sinrit  in  regard  to  its 

{mblicatiott  aflfairs.     This  committee  subsequently  submitted  the  fol- 
owing  report,  which  was  reoeiTcd  and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  Sjnod  s 
policy  ID  regard  to  its  pablication  affairs  would  rtport : 

That  they  consider  the  duty  assigned  them  too  important  to  rcceiTo 
proper  attention  at  the  lato  hour  in  the  present  sessions  of  Synod,  in 
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which  the  sahject  has  been  referred  to  them,  and  hence  ask  to  be  eon- 
tinned  until  the  next  annual  sessions  of  Svnod. 

SAMUEL  MILLER. 

ChatrmoM. 
Rev.  C.  Bank  was  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  Key.  John  6. 
Kniest  in  the  German  Board  of  Examiners. 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  its  last  annual  sessions,  to 
propose  the  order  of  Huccession  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lication under  the  provisions  of  the  Charter,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  to  propose  the  order  of  succession  for  the 
Trustees  of  Board  of  Publication  under  the  Charter  obtained  from 
the  Legislature,  respectfully  recommend, 

That  the  members  of  the  Board,  as  at  ^fresent' constituted,  be  classi- 
fied as  follows :  Daniel  W.  Gross,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  John  Meily, 
Goldsboro  S.  Griffith,  and  George  Gelbach.  The  term  of  the  one  first 
named  shall  expire  at  the  close  of  the  year  1871,  and  the  terms  of  the 
remainder  shall  successively  expire,  one  at  the  end  of  each  succeeding 
year,  in  the  order  in  which  their  names  occur.  The  vacancy  occurring 
in  1871  shall  be  filled  by  the  Synod  at  its  annual  sessions  held  daring 
that  year  from  nominations  made  by  the  Board  itself,  and  the  vacancy 
occurriog  in  each  succeeding  year  shall  be  filled  in  like  manner.  The 
Tru*«tees  thus  elected  shall  serve  each  five  years.  The  Board  shall 
not  be  precluded  from  including  in  its  nominees,  the  name  of  the  in- 
dividual whose  term  expires. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  R.  FISHER, 

Chairman. 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  it  last  annual  sessions, 
to  secure  a  house  for  the  use  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  com- 
mittee continued  : 

Owing  to  the  peculiar  state  of  affairs  at  the  present  time,  the  com- 
mittee have  as  yet  taken  do  positive  steps  towards  the  purchase  of  a 
house  suitable  for  the  use  of  the  Publication  establishment. 

The  reasons  that  have  determined  the  course  of  the  committee  are 
chiefly  these: 

1.  The  present  arrangement  of  the  Board  enables  them  to  drag 
along  for  the  time  being,  without  calling  on  the  Church  just  now  for 
the  large  donations  needed  to  purchase  such  a  house  as  our  future 
wants  may  require. 

2.  The  numerous  calls  upon  the  Church  for  other  needy  objects  are 
already  so  very  large  and  pressing,  and  money  seems  so  scarce  for  gen- 
eral benevolence,  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  unwise  to  urge  anything 
more  now,  which  may  at  all  be  temporarily  postponed. 
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3.  The  price  of  sucb  property,  as  would  be  desirable  for  the  object 
intended,  has  been  ruling  high.  The  prospects  are,  that  sucb  real  es- 
tate will  somewhat  recede  in  price.  The  case  will;  therefore,  not  grow 
worse  by  this  temporary  postponement. 

4.  But  the  wisdom  and  benefits  of  providing  a  suitable  property  for 
such  use  must  be  so  apparent,  that  it  is  still  necessary  to  keep  it  before 
the  mind  of  the  Church,  in  order  to  secure  this  great  desideratum. 
When  the  proper  time  comes  and  a  favorable  opportunity  offers,  thero 
should  be  some  authority  at  hand  to  take  hold  of  such  advantage  in 
behalf  of  this  general  and  important  interest. 

Submitting  these  considerations  to  the  Syood,  we  suggest  that  the 
powers  of  the  committee  be  continued,  with  instructions  to  secure  the 
object  aimed  at  in  their  original  appointment  (See  Min.  1869,  pp.  60 
and  61),  at  as  early  an  opportunity  as  they  may  deem  practicable. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  B.  RUSSELL, 
SAML.  R.  FISHER, 
SAMUEL  H.  GIESY, 
CHAS.  SANTEK, 
GEORGE  GELBACH, 

Committee^ 


The  committee  appointed  to  secure  the  manuscripts  and  books  of 

the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh,  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  respectfully  report,  that  they  visited  Lewisburg  and 
spent  several  days  in  examining  the  manuscripts  of  Dr.  Harbaugh, 
and  obtained  permission  to  bring  them  on  to  Mercersburg,  where  they  are 
now  deposited  in  the  library  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  Two  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  also  devoted  some  time  in  a  further  examina- 
tion at  the  latter  place.  The  committee  also  appointed  one  of  their 
number  to  furnish  a  catalogue  of  the  books  in  the  library  left  by  Dr. 
Harbaugh,  with  a  view  to  report  to  Synod  as  to  the  propriety  of  pro- 
curing  those  that  are  suitable  for  the  Theological  Library.  This  work, 
however,  for  certain  reasons,  was  not  performed.  The  library  is  now 
at  Mercersburg,  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Harbaugh. 

Your  committee  are  not  yet  prepared  to  report  as  to  whether  the 
lectures  of  Dr.  Harbaugh  on  the  Catechism,  and  other  manuscripts, 
might  furnish  one  or  more  volumes  for  publication.  Considerable 
labor  would  have  to  be  bestowed  upon  them  before  they  could  be  made 
ready  for  the  press.  Taking  all  the  circumstances  into  consideration, 
your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  Synod  should  not  dismiss  the 
subject,  but  allow  another  year  to  be  given  for  further  examioation. 
Reasons  for  this  will  suggest  themselves  to  the  consideration  of  Synod. 
Another  committee  might  be  appointed  for  this  purpose,  or  the  old 
committee  continued  or  enlarged.  Further  explanation  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  manuscripts  referred  to  can  be  given  by  members  of  the 
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oommittee  present  on  the  floor  of  Synod.    The  committee  incurred  an 
expense  of  $24.  in  their  work. 

Kespectfally  submitted, 

THOS.  a.  APPLE,  Chairman. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  G.  Brown  was  sabstitoted  in  the  place  of  the  Rev. 
Uriah  H.  Heilman,  and  the  committee  thus  constituted,  continued. 
The  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  the  expenses  thus  far 
incurred  by  the  committee. 

A  request  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Glasses, 
from  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Synod  to  reconsider  its  action 
ordering  pastors  and  consistories  to  exert  themselves  in  behalf  of  the 
authorized  publications  of  the  Church,  &c. 

In  reference  to  this,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  request  be  granted  so  far  as  relates  to  substitu- 
ting in  said  action,  the  word  reeommended  for  the  word  ordered. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported  an  item  from  the 
Minutes  of  the  Qeneral  Synod  in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  the  S500 
copy  money  from  the  German  Hymn  Book.  It  was  referred  to  the 
German  Board  of  Examiners. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Synod  be  tendered  to  the  Rot.  Dr. 
John  W.  Nevin  for  the  able  and  highly  appropriate  Sermon  preached 
at  the  opening  of  its  sessions,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a 
copy  of  it  for  publication  in  the  '^  Reformed  Church  Messenger." 


ARTICLE  XX. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Lay-Baptism  submitted  to  the  Sy- 
nod at  Danville,  action  on  which  was  deferred  until  the  morning  of 
the  third  day  of  the  present  sessions,  was  taken  up  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed. The  report  was  read  and  a  motion  was  made  for  its  adoption. 
The  following  substitute  was  then  offered  for  the  report,  and  after  a 
lengthy  discussion  it  was  adopted  : 

*'  Without  considering  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  pronounce  any 
general  judgment  on  the  subject  of  Lay-Baptism,  this  Synod  holds  it 
to  be  right  and  proper,  that  where  a  minister  stands  in  doubt  of  a  case 
like  that  here  reported,  he  should  have  recourse  with  regard  to  it,  for 
the  relief  of  all,  concerned,  to  the  use  of  what  is  known  as  hypotheti- 
cal or  conditional  baptism." 
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The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  its  last  annaal  sessions 
to  examine  the  translation  of  the ''  Order  of  Worship  "  executed  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  submitted  the 
fi  1  lowing  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  certain  specimens  of  a  trans- 
lation of  the  **Order  of  Worship"  into  the  German  language,  made  under 
the  direction  of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  found  the  work  in  question  highly  creditable  to  the 
source  from  which  it  proceeds,  but  are  of  the  opinion,  at  the  same  time, 
that  it  does  not  come  up  fully  to  the  style  and  tone  which  are  needed 
to  make  the  Liturgy  what  it  ought  to  be  for  our  German  churches, 
and,  therefore,  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  sanction  its  publication. 

J.  W.  NE VIN,  Chairman, 

The  request  of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  asking  Synod  to  provide  for  a  trans- 
lation of  the  *' Order  of  Worship"  into  the  German  language,  was 
taken  up  in  this  connection.     It  was 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  be  continued  with  instructions  to 
procure  a  translation,  which  shall  meet  their  approbation,  and  to  have 
it  published  as  soon  as  such  translation  shall  be  secured. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Miller  was  made  Chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
the  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger  and  Julius  J.  C.  Kurtz  were  added  to  it. 

In  the  same  connection  the  suggestion  of  the  Board  of  Publication 
in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  adding  a  selection  of  hymns  to  the  Ger- 
man edition  of  the ''  Order  of  Worship  **  was  taken  into  consideration. 
In  reference  to  this  suggestion,  it  was 

Re9olved,  That  the  appending  of  such  a  selection  of  hymns  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  committee. 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  this  Synod  before  the  Gene- 
ral Synod,  in  the  several  cases  of  Appeals  and  Complaints  carried  up 
from*  this  Synod  to  the  General  Synod.     In  reference  to  this,  it  was 

Betoloedj  That  inasmuch  as  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  on  the 
several  Appeals  and  Complaints  sent  up  to  it  has  been  postponed,  this 
committee  be  continued. 


The  Classis  of  Zion,  Virginia  and  Mercersburg,  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Glasses,  asked  permission  to  form  a  new  Sy- 
nod south  of  the  Susquehanna  river  in  conjunction  with  the  Classis  of 
Maryland.  Action  on  these  requests  was  deferred  until  the  next  an- 
nual sessions  of  Synod. 

The  Classis  of  Lebanon,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  requested  Synod  to  decide  whether  an  Elder  elected  as  a 
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delegate  to  Classis  but  who  does  not  appear  in  Classis,  can  be  regarded 
as  a  member  of  Classis.     In  reference  to  this  request,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  question  be  answered  on  the  negative. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  the  Classis  of  Mer- 
cersburg  was  directed  to  con:  ply  with  the  action  of  Synod  in  regard 
to  ministers  dismissed  from  one  Classis  to  another,  which  it  failed  to 
do  in  the  case  of  the  Rct.  Henry  H.  W.  Hibschman  and  Albert  G. 
Dole. 


The  Classis  of  Lancaster,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classis,  requested  Synod  to  inform  it  whether  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  it  to  install  the  Rev.  Anthony  F.  ZAllig  from  Switzerland, 
can  do  so  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution.  In  reference  to  this 
request,  it  was 

Resolved^  That,  inasmuch  as  the  Rev.  Anthony  F.  Zallig  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Pastoral  Conference  of  Switzerland,  with  which  the  General 
Synod  stands  in  regular  correspondence,  the  committee  of  the 
Classis  of  Lancaster  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  the  installation. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  committee  appointed  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  memory  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Harbaugh,  and  another  to  the  memory  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Ranch,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  committee  continued. 

The  committee  of  Synod  appointed  to  solicit  funds  and  erect  a 
Monument  in  memory  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harbaugh  respectfully  report, 
That  they  performed  the  work  with  which  they  have  been  entrusted ; 
but  are  not  able  to  make  a  final  report.  A  beautiful  monument  'has 
been  erected  over  the  remains  of  the  deceased,  which  lie  under  the 
trees  in  the  front  yard  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Mercersburg;  and 
was  unveiled,  accompanied  with  suitable  religious  services  and  an  ad- 
dress, on  Tuesday  a^rnoon,  the  18th  of  October,  the  day  before  the 
meeting  of  this  Synod.  As  a  photograph  of  the  Monument  will  be 
presented  to  the  Synod,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  attempt  a  descrip- 
tion. Wo  merely  saVi  that  it  is  a  fine  work  of  art.  The  design  is  ex- 
Sressive  and  appropriate,  and  the  execution  beautiful.  The  artbt  is 
Ir.  D.  Kern  of  York,  Pa. 
What  the  entire  cost  may  be  we  are  not  yet  able  to  report;  as  there 
have  been  various  incidental  expenses,  the  amount  of  which  we  have 
not  had  time  to  ascertain.    A  railing  has  also  yet  to  be  erected. 

The  committee  has  received  $402,68.     There  are  outstanding  sub- 
ioriptions  amounting  to  9222,68. 
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In  regard  to  the  Kauch  Monament,  we  can  do  no  more  than  report 
progress.  Rcspectfally  submitted. 

E.  V.  GERHART,  Chairman. 


The  committee  appointed  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  Synod  in 
certain  church  property  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  committee  continued  by  the  action  of  Synod  last  year  on  the 
Washington  church  case  has  had  no  formal  meeting  during  the  year. 
The  business  intrusted  to  this  committee  was  thought  to  be  in  such  a 
state  of  forwardness,  that  the  report  of  last  year  already  recommended 
its  transfer  to  a  local  committee  at  Washington. 

Only  by  correspondence  has  there  been  anything  additional  at- 
tempted to  be  done  in  such  a  shape  as  to  report  it  in  form  to  the  Sy- 
nod, without  detriment  This  has,  thus  far,  resulted  in  no  material 
success,  for  which  the  committee  can  only  express  their  disappoint- 
ment and  regret. 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  counsel  in  the  case  to  proceed  at 
once,  and  to  push  it  at  the  earliest  possible  day  to  a  final  issue.  But 
as  yet  we  know  of  nothing  as  to  the  progress  of  these  proceedings,  to 
report  to  this  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

Efforts  have  also  been  made  by  a  member  of  the  committee  to  se- 
cure the  copy  of  a  legal  document,  by  which  it  is  supposed,  title  to 
other  valuable  property  in  that  city  may  be  established.  So  far  noth- 
ing definite  has  been  reached  in  this  matter. 

Situated  as  the  present  committee  have  been,  it  is,  in  fact,  not  con- 
venient, if  indeed  possible,  for  the  committee  to  hold  frequent  meet- 
ings, without  great  loss  of  time  and  expense. 

It  will  be  for  the  Synod  to  determine  how  this  important  work, 
hitherto  in  the  hands  of  your  committee,  shall  be  carried  forward.  In- 
structions should  be  given  to  those,  who  may  have  this  interest  com- 
mitted to  them,  to  take  such  positive  and  decided  action  as  will  bring 
it  to  a  speedy  and  definite  conclusion. 

The  most  laborious  and  difficult  part  of  this  business  has  been  done; 
and  it  only  remains  for  some  efficient  power  to  complete  the  work. 
Respectfully  submitted.    GEO.  B.  RUSSELL,   Chairman 

Col.  George  S.  Wagner,  Hon.  Daniel  S.  Riser,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel 
Zacharias  were  appointed  a  committee  to  carry  out  the  object  aimed 
at  in  the  appointment  of  the  original  committee. 

The  Classis  of  Zion,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Classes,  requested  Synod  to  inaugurate  a  movement  looking  to  the 
creating  of  a  Fund,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  devoted  to  the  re- 
lief of  aged,  disabled,  and  superannuated  ministers.  In  reference  to 
this  request,  it  was 

Resohed,  That  this  subject  be  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Moses  Kieffer,  Jacob  0.  Miller,  and  Elder  William  A. 
Wilt,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  annual  sessions  of  Synod. 
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The  Classis  of  Bfercersburg,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  requested  Sjnod  to  inaugurate  measures  for  the 
proper  celebration  of  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  the  Theolof^ical  Seminary.     It  was 

Resolved^  That  this  subject  be  ^referred  to  a  committee  of  five  to 
report  at  the  next  annual  sessions  of  Synod.  This  committee  consists 
of  the  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  Dr.  Franklin,  W.  Kremer,  Joseph  H. 
Dubbs,  and  Elders  William  H.  Seibert  and  Elias  Lawbach. 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Trustees  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Nominations : 

Lancaster  Oct.  12th,  1870. 

To  the  President  of  "  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 

United  States." 

The  terms  of  office  of  the  following  gentlemen,  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  expire  at  this  time : 
Rev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  Dr.  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  and  James  L.  Rey- 
nolds Esq.  EDW.  J.  ZAHM. 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College. 

In  connection  with  the  election  of  delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies 
and  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Semin- 
ary, an  election  was  held  to  fill  the  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  when  the  following  per- 
sons were  elected  for  a  term  of  ten  years :  Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller, 
James  L.  Reynolds,  Esq.,  and  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D. 


On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  presented  their  report.  It  was  received,  amended,  and 
adopted.  The  election  was  ordered  to  take  place  on  the  morning 
of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions,  at  10  o'clock,  and  the  Stated 
Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Nomina- 
tions printed  for  the  use  of  Synod.  At  the  time  appointed  the  elec- 
tion was  held.  The  Rev.  Uriah  H.  Heilman  and  Elder  George  C. 
Welker  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  them, 
and  reported  the  result. 


On  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions  an  invitation  from  the  Union 
Prayer  Meeting  of  Mechanicsbui^  to  members  of  Synod,  to  attend 
its  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  Reformed  Church,  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, at  4  o'olook,  was  received  and  read. 


A  cony  of  a  work,  entiUed »'  Christian  Praise,"  was  presented  to  Synod 
in  behalf  of  the  Rev.  John  B.  Thompeon,  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  America,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  work,  entiUed  "  Bible  Gems,"  by 
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Miss  Rebecca  E.  Kremer  of  Lebanon,  Pa.  The  thanks  of  Synod 
were  returned  to  the  respective  donors,  and  the  books  ordered  to  be 
placed  in  the  Library  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 


The  following  statement  was  receiyed  from  the  President  of  the 
"  Society  of  Guardians  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows," 
and  ordered  to  be  incorporated  in  the  Minutes : 

The  Society  of  Guardians  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their 
Widows,  having  instructed  the  undersigned  to  report  its  condition 
and  wants  to  this  Synod,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following : 

The  funds  have  been  slowly  increasing,  and  now  amount  to  eight 
thousand  dollars;  which  sum  is  safely  invested,  and  bearing  interest 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum.  This  increase  of  the  funds 
comes  from  collections  taken  in  the  churches,  and  from  unexpended 
interest. 

There  are  three  classes  of  persons,  who  may  receive  aid  from  the  So- 
ciety: 1.  The  widows  of  members.  They  are  entitled  to  aid,  if  their  cir- 
cumstances render  it  proper.  2.  The  widows  of  ministers  who  where 
not  members;  3.  Ministers  themsdves,  who  are  members,  when, 
through  disability,  they  are  in  need  of  assistance.  The  last  two  classes 
are  not,  in  the  sense  of  the  first  class,  entitled  to  aid,  but  the  Society 
is  competent  to  afford  them  relief  to  any  extent  that  its  resources  will 
justify. 

As  the  demand  for  help  is  liable  to  become  greater  from  year  to  year, 
it  is  very  important,  that  our  resources  accumulate  much  more  rapid- 
ly. The  Church  should  aim  at  establishing  a  Fund  of  at  least  fifty 
thousand  dollars  within  a  few  years.  This,  we  believe,  can  easily  be 
done,  if  the  character  of  this  Society  comes  to  be  understood  by  the 
people. 

The  Synod  has  time  and  again  recommended  this  chdritable  insti- 
tution to  the  favorable  regard  of  ministers  and  churches;  and  many 
have  responded,  and  thus  enlarged  our  resources.  It  is  desirable, 
however,  that  some  more  definite  action  be  taken  at  this  time.  The 
Society  respectfully  requests  the  Synod  to  recommend  to  all  ministers 
and  consistories  to  present  its  claims  to  the  people  on  the  third  Sun- 
day in  June,  1871,  and  thus  afford  every  congregation  an  opportunity 
to  contribute  something  to  its  funds.  We  ask  only,  that  the  charita- 
ble nature  of  this  Society  be  made  known  to  the  members  of  every 
congregation  on  that  day,  and  that  the  society  may  receive  their  free- 
will ofi'erings.  Very  respectfully. 

E.  V.  GERHART,  President. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolvedj  That  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  made  in  the 
above  document,  the  pastors  in  connection  with  this  Synod  be  re- 
quested to  take  a  collection  in  their  respective  congregations  on  the 
third  Sunday  in  June  next,  in  aid  of  the  Society. 
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Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  of  the  Society 
to  issue  an  appeal  to  the  pastors  and  membership  of  the  Church,  in 
behalf  of  the  Society. 


Oo  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  it  was 

Resolved  J  That  the  speeebes  on  all  svbjeets  during  the  renniiider 
of  the  preaeafe  sessions  be  limited  to  fiye  minutes  each. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resoloed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  returned  to  the  Pastor 
and  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Mechanicsbnrg,  and  other 
citizens,  who  have  so  hospitably  entertained  its  members  daring  its 
present  annual  sessions,  and  that  this  resolution  be  read  from  the 
pulpit,  and  likewise  published  in  the  papers  of  the  place. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania, Cumberland  Valley,  Philadelphia  and  Erie,  Northern  .Cen- 
tral, and  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  companies  for  permitting 
its  members  to  pass  over  their  respective  roads  at  reduced  fare. 


The  Roll  was  called,  and  none  were  found  absent  without  permis- 
sion. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

Resolved,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  annual  sessions  in 
Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Pottstown,  Montgomery  county,  Pa.,  on 
Wednesday,  October  18th,  A.  D.,  1871,  at  7J  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Adjourned  with  singing  by  the  Rev.  Aaron  S.  Leinbach,  prayer 
bv  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  W.  Nevin,  and  the  apostolic  benediction  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

AMOS  H.  KREMER,  President. 

Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  Original  Minutes. 

Samuel  R.  Fisher,  Stated  Clerk. 
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Boalsburg,         Centre  Co.,  Pa. 
Beaver  Springs,  Snyder  do 
Walker,  Centre                do 
Walker,  Centre               do 
Aaronsbnrg,  Centre        do 
Williamaport,  Lyooming  do 
Lewiaburg,  Union           do 
Reberabnrg,  Centre         do 
Mifflinbnrg,  Union          do 
New  Berlin,                     do 
Selinagrove,  Snyder       do 
Bellefonte,  Centre           do 
Weat  Milton,                   do 

Montgomery  Sta'n,  Lyo'  do 
Alvira,  Union                 do 
Collomsville,  Lyooming  do 
Look  Haren,  Clinton      do 
do               do         do 
Lewiabnrg,  Union          do 
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